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SECTION I. 
DAVID'S POWER INCREASETH, 


| ABNER REVOLTETH TO HIM.—JOAB KILLETA ABNER, 
DAVID MOURNETH FOR ABNER. 


Axp unto David were born in Hebron fix ſons, Amnon, 
Chileab, Abſalom, Adonijah, Shephatiah, and Ithream. 

And it came to paſs while there was war between the 
houſe of Saul and'the houſe of David, that Abner made 
himſelf ſtrong for the houſe of Saul. 

But Abner was very wroth, for the words of Iſh-boſheth 
Lad provoked hum, and he ſaid, Am I a dog's head, which 
againſt Judah do ſhew kindneſs this day unto the houſe 
of Saul thy father, to his brethren, and to his friends, and 
have not delivered thee into the hands of David ? 

So do Gop to Abner, and more alſo, except as the 
Lonp hath ſworn to David, even ſo I do to him: to 
tranſlate the kingdom from the houſe of Saul, and to ſet 
up the throne of David over Iſrael and over Judah, from 
Dan even to Beer-ſheba. 

And Iſh-boſheth could not anſwer Abner a word again, 
becauſe he feared him. 

Abner ſent meſſengers to David on his behalf, ſaying, 
Whoſe is the land? ſaying alſo, Make thy league with 
me, and behold, my hand ſhall be with thee, to bring 
about all Iſrael unto thee. 

And David ſaid, Well, I will make a league with thee: 
but one thing I require of thee, that is, Thou ſhalt not 
ſee my face, except thou firſt bring Michal, Saul's daugh- 
ter, when thou comeſt to ſee my face. 
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And David ſent raefſengers to Iſh-boſheth Saul's ſon, 

ſaying, Deliver me my wife Michal, which I eſpouſed. 

And Iſh-boſheth ſent, and took her from her huſband, 
even from Phaltiel the ſon of Laiſh. 

And her hufband went with her along weeping be- 
hind her to Bahurim: then ſaid Abner unto him, Go, 
return. And he returned. | 

And Abner had communication with the elders of 
Ifrael, ſaying, Ye ſought for David in times paſt to be 
king over you. 

Now then do it; for the Lox hath ſpoken of David, 
ſaying, By the hand of my ſervant David 1 will ſave my 
people Iſrael out of the hand of the Philiſtines, and out 
of the hand of all their enemies. 

And Abner alſo ſpake in the ears of Benjamin : and 
Abner went alſo to ſpeak in the ears of David in Hebron, 
all that ſeemed good to Iſrael, and that ſeemed good to 
the whole houſe of Benjamin. 

So Abner came to David to Hebron, and twenty men 
with him: and David made Abner, and the men that 

| were with him, a feaſt. 

And Abner ſaid unto David, IT will ariſe, and go, and 

will gather all Iſrael unto my lord the king, that they may 

| | make a league with thee, and that thou mayeſt reign 

over all that thine heart defireth. And David ſent Abner 
away; aud he went in peace. 

And behold the ſervants of David-and Joab came from 
purſuing a troop, and brought in a great ſpoil with them: 
(but Abner was not with David in Hebron, for he had 
ſent him away, and he was gone in peace.) When Joab 
and all the hoſt that were with him, were come, they 
told Joab, ſaying, Abner the ſon of Ner, came to the 
king, and he hath ſent him away, and he is gone in 
peace. 


Then Joab came to the king, and ſaid, What haſt thou 
done? ? 


. 
— — — — 8 
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(3 
done? behold, Abner came unto thee, why is it that thou 
haſt ſent him away, and he is quite gone? thou knoweſt 
Abner the ſon of Ner, that he came to-deceive thee, and 
to know thy going out and thy coming in, and to know 
all that thou doeſt. 

And when Joab was come out from David, he ſent 
meſſengers after Abner, which brought him again from 
the well of Sirah; but David knew it not. 

And when Abner was returned to Hebron, Joab took 
him aſide in the gate to ſpeak with him quietly: and 
ſmote him there under the fifth rib, that he died, for 
the blood of Aſahel his brother. | 

And afterwards when David heard it, he ſaid, I and 
my kingdom are guiltleſs before the Lox for ever, from 
the blood of Abner the ſon of Ner: let it reſt on the 
head of Joab, and on all his father's houſe, and let there 
not fail from the houſe of ſoab one that hath an iſſue, or 


that is a leper, or that leaneth on a ſtaff, or that falleth on 
the ſword, or that lacketh bread. | 


So Joab and Abiſhat his brother flew Abner, becauſe 
he had ſlain their brother Aſahel at Gibeon in the battle. 


And David ſaid to Joab, and to all the people that 


were with him, Rent your clothes, and gird you with 


ſackcloth, and mourn before Abner. And king David 


himſelf followed the bier. 

And they buried Abner in Hebron : and the king lift 
up his voice, and wept at the grave of Abner; and all the 
people wept. 

And the king lamented over Abner, and ſaid, Died 
Abner as a fool dieth? thy hands were not bound, nor 
thy feet put in fetters: as a man falleth before wicked 
men, ſo felleſt thou. And all the people wept again 
over him. 

And when all the people came to cauſe Dayid to eat 

B 2 meat 
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meat while it was yet day, David ſware, ſaying, So do 
Gop to me, and more alſo, if I taſte bread or ought elſe, 
till the ſun be down. 

And all the people took notice of it, and it pleaſed 
them : as whatſoever the king did, pleaſed all the people. 

For all the people, and all Iſrael underſtood that day, 
that it was not of the king to ſlay Abner the ſon of Ner. 

And the king ſaid unto his ſervants, Know ye not that 
there is a prince and a great man fallen this day in Iſrael. 
And I am this day weak, though anointed king; and 

theſe men the ſons of Zeruiah be too hard for me: the 
LoxkD ſhall reward the doer of evil according to his 
wickedneſs. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


The truce which was made between Joab and Abner, 
ſeems to have been of ſhort continuance ;. but we do not 
find that David 4:m/e/f went forth to fight againſt the 
family of Saul, though there were frequent conteſts with 
their followers. Iſh-boſheth is ſuppoſed to have been a 
perſon of mean abilities, as he did not attend his father 
and brethren to the field of battle; and it is imagined, 
that Abner thought to rule the kingdom, by dictating to 
Iſh-boſheth ; but when he found that his party declined, 


and David's was continually increafing, he formed a de- 


fign of bringing about a revolution, which he. had reaſon 
to ſuppoſe would be very agreeable to the Iſraelites in 
general ; he therefore took advantage of a trifling affront 
which Iſh-boſheth gave him, and ene deſerted his 
cauſe. 

The intereſt of ſo powerful a man as Abner, was a 
very deſirable acquiſition to David: but he placed his 
dependance on Gop alone, and therefore would not enter 


into any league with him, till Michal was reſtored; for 


certainly 
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certainly Saul's having given her to another was a great 
indignity to David; and it is likely that he had a peculiar 
affection for her, as it was evident ſhe had for him, by 
her having hazarded her own life to fave his; and per- 
haps ſhe might have intimated to him, by ſome means 
or other, her deſire to return, which he could ſcarcely in 
honour deny, as the was the perſon who had made him 
a king's ſon in-law. There is an appearance of cruelty in 
his diſtreſſing Phaltiel ; but we muſt conſider, that David 
only required him to reſtore what he had zo right to keep, 
and therefore he was not a proper object of pity ; and his 
filent ſorrow proves, that he knew he had no reaſon to 
complain of inju/tice in David's behaviour, 

David certainly had a igt to make a treaty with 
Abner, and had he declined it, he would have acted an 
znjuft part by the Iſraclites in general, and the men of 
Fudah in particular, in rejecting an opportunity of witing 
thoſe, who had been ſeparated by the unlawful uſurpation 
of Iſh-boſheth *. 

Abner's fate teaches us, how uncertain are all the pur- 
poſes of man; he had formed great projects, and promiſed 
great things; but behold they were all ſubverted, and 4e 
died as a fool dieth! Had he acted from good motives, it 
is likely he would have been ſucceſsful ; but though he 
knew the determination of Gop in reſpe& to David's 
being king, he at firſt oppoſed him from /e/fi/h aud ambi- 
tious views, and would not have joined him at all, if he 
had not been diſappointed in them. ; 

Joab's behaviour was treacherous in the greateſt degree, 
and very unbecoming the character of a renowned war- 
rior; for he ſhed the blood of war in peace, and in the very 
gate, which was the place of judgment, therefore he 
did it in defiance of juſtice. The curſes which David im- 
precated on Joab, ſound very harſhly in the ear of a 

® Sce Chandler's and Delany's Life of David. 
B 3 Chriſtiau; 
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- Chriſtian; but they proceeded from the king's de for 
his people, as there was cauſe to fear, that his ſuffering 'a 
murderer to go unpuniſhed in the land of Iſrael, which was 
ſo peculiarly ſandtified by the Divixe PRESTNCE, might 
bring a curſe on the nation, for they were commanded not 
to let a murderer live amongſt them; therefore David 
dewvoutly prayed, that the Lon D would ſpare him and ſiis 
people, and confine the curſe to Joab, as he could not at that 
time do the zz/tice which God in caſe of murder required. 
The pathetic lamentation, which David uttered for the 
untimely fate of that great man, convinced the people 

that he was perfectly innocent of his death. 


SECTION II. 


BAANAH AND RECHAB SLAT ISH-BOSHETH, 
From 2 Samuel, Chap. iv. 


Axp when Saul's ſon heard that Abner was dead in 
Hebron, his hands were feeble, and all the Iſraelites were 
troubled. | | 

And Saul's ſon had two men that were captains of 
bands: the name of the one was Baanah, and the name 
of the other Rechab, the ſons of Rimmon a Beerothite, 
of the children of Benjamin: (for Beeroth alſo was 
reckoned to Benjamin; and the Beerothites fled to Git- 
taim, and were ſojourners there until this day) 

And Jonathan, Saul's ſon, had a ſon that was lame of 
his feet, and was five years old when the tidings came of 
Saul and Jonathan ont of Jezreel, and his nurſe took him 
up, and fled: and it came to pats as the made haſte to 
flee, that he fell, and became lame ; and his name was 
| Mephiboſheth. 
= And the ſons of Rimmon the Bcerothite, Rechab and 
5 b Baanah, 
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Baanah, went, and came about the heat of the day to 
the houſe of Iſh-boſheth, who lay on a bed at noon; and 
they ſmote him and flew him, and beheaded him, and 
took his head, and gat them away through the plain all 
night. 

And they brought the head of Ith-boſheth unto David 
to Hebron, and ſaid to the king, Behold the head of 
Iſh-boſheth the fon of Saul, thine enemy, which ſought 
thy life; and the Lorp bath avenged my lord the king 
this day of Saul, and of his feed, 

And David ſaid unto them, As the Lonp liveth, who 
hath redeemed my ſoul out of. all adverſity, when one 


told me, ſaying, Behold Saul 1s dead, (thinking to have 


brought good tidings) I took hold of him, and flew him 
in Ziklag, who thought that I would have given him a 
reward for his tidings: how much more, when wicked 
men have ſlain a righteous man, in his own houſe, upon 


his bed? ſhall I not therefore now require his blood of 


your hand, and take you away from the earth? 

And David commanded his young men, and they flew 
them, and cut off their hands and their feet, and hanged 
them up over the pool in Hebron: but they took the 
head of Iſh-boſheth, and buried it in the ſepulchre of 
Abuer, in Hebron. 


ANNOTATIONS ANDY REFLECTIONS, 


The Beerothites are ſuppoſed to have been Benjamites, 
who, after the battle of Gilboah, fled to Beeroth, a city 
which had formerly belonged to the Gibeonites, but was 
evacuated by Saul's deſtroying them. 

The Beerothites, who murdered Iſh-boſheth, certainly 
intended to ingratiate themſelves with David, by clearing 
his way to the throne of Iſrael; but they had either for- 
got, or not heard of his treatment of the Amalekite who 

B 4 boaſted 


„ 
boaſted of having flain Saul. It was neceſſary, for the 
vindication of his own character, that David ſhould puniſh 
treachery. 
Iſh-boſhetli is mentioned by David as arighteors perſon, 
and ſo he might be in reſpect to Rechab and Baanah; for 
it does not appear that he had either done, or defigned 
them any ill. But he was not the KIxG appointed by the 
the Loxp ; and therefore David having been anointed by 
the command of Gop, was juſtified in oppoſing him, and 
taking all proper meaſures for recovering his own right. 
Iſn-boſheth certainly had o pretenſious to the throne, even 
ſuppoſing that he was not ſatisfied of David's having 
been choſen by the Loxp; becauſe Mephiboſheth, Jona- 
than's ſon, was the /mwful heir, if the crown had deſcended 

in lienal ſucceſſion; therefore Iſh-boſheth ſhould in that 
caſe have fought for im, and maintained is claim, in- 
ſtead of u/trping the ſovereign power himſelf, 

The ſevere ſentence which David pronounced againſt 
the murderers proves, that he was deſirous to wait till it 
ſhould pleaſe Gop to bring him to the throne, and that 
he particularly wiſhed no violence might be done to any 
of Saul's family. 


\ 


SECTION III. 


DAVID ANOINTED KING OVER ALL ISRAEL. 
THE PEOPLE'S REJOICINGS ON THE OCCASION. 


From 2 Samuel, Chap. v. 1 Chron. Chap. xii. f 


Davip was thirty years old when he began to reign 
in Hebron, and he reigned over Judah ſeven years and 
ſix months. | 

Then came all the tribes of Iſrael to David unto He- i 
bron, and ſpake, ſaying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy : 


fleſh, 
0s Alſe 


; 


(9) 


Alſo in times paſt when Saul was king over us, thou 
waſt he that leddeſt out and broughteſt in Iſrael: and the 
Lonp ſaid to thee, Thou ſhalt feed my people Iſrael, 
and thou ſhalt be a captain over Iſrael, 

So all the elders of Iſrael came to the king to Hebron, 
and king David made a league with them in Hebron be- 
fore the Lokxp: and they anointed David king over 
Iſrael. David was thirty years old when he began to 
reign. 

And theſe are the numbers of the bands that were 
ready armed to the war, and came to David to Hebron, 
to turn the kingdom of Saul to him, according to the 
word of the Lon. 

The children of Judah that bare ſhield and ſpear, were 
fix thouſand and eight hundred ready armed to the war, 

Of the children of Simeon, mighty men of valour for 
the war, ſeven thouſand and one hundred. 

Of the children of Levi, four thouſand and fix hun- 
dred. 

And Jehoiada was the leader of the Aaronites, and 
with him were three thouſand and ſeven hundred, 

And Zadok, a young man mighty of valour, and of 


| his father's houſe twenty and two captains. 


And of the children of Benjamin the kindred of Saul, 
three thouſand : for hitherto the greateſt part of them 


had kept the ward of the houſe oi Saul. 


And of the children of Ephraim, twenty thouſand and 
eight hundred, mighty men of valour, famous throughout 
the houſe of their fathers. 

And of the half tribe of Manaſſeh, eighteen thouſand, 
which were expreſſed by name to come and make David 
king. 

And of the children of Iſſachar, which were men that 
had underſtanding of the times, to know what Iſrael 

B 5 ought 
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ought to do: the heads of them were two hundred, and 
all their brethren were at their commandment. 

Of Zebulun, ſuch as went forth to battle, expert in 
war with all inſtruments of war, fifty thouſand which 
could keep rank; they were not of double heart. 

And of Naphtali, a thouſand captains, and with them, 
with ſhield and ſpear, thirty and ſeven thouſand. 

And of the Danites expert in war, twenty and eight 
thouſand and fix hundred, 

And of Aſher ſuch as went forth to battle, expert in 
war, forty thouſand. 

And on the other fide of Jordan, of the Reubenites, 
and the Gadites, and of the half tribe of Manaſſeh, with 
all manner of inſtruments of war for the battle, an hun- 
dred and twenty. thouſand. 

All theſe men of war that could keep rank came with 
a perfect heart to Hebron, to make David king over all 
Iſrael: and all the reſt alſo of Iſrael were of one heart to 
make David king. 

And there they were with David three days, eating 
and drinking: for their brethren had prepared for them. 

Moreover, they that were nigh them, even unto Iſſa- 
char, and Zebulun, and Naphtali, brought bread on aſſes, 
and on camels, and on mules, and on oxen, and meat, 
mea], cakes of figs, and bunches of raifins, and wine, and 
oil, and oxen, and ſheep, abundantly : for there was Joy 
in IIrael. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


David ſpent ſeven years and fix months at Hebron ; and 
as it appears that he did not take the field during that - 
time, we may conjecture that he employed himſelf in 
ſettling and regulating his ARMY]; for we may learn from 
| different 


nn 

different parts of ſcripture *, that he appointed twelve 
courſes of military men for the ſervice of the year, each 
conſiſting of 24, 000 ſoldiers, with their proper officers 
included, to do military duty wherever occaſion required, 
one month in every year. It + likewiſe appears, that the 
officers of each courfe were uſually the fathers of the 
principal families of which that courſe conſiſted, ſo that 
there was little fear of cruelty and oppreſſion on one fide, 
or diſobedience and deſertion on the other; and the com- 
manders were naturally engaged to be more diligent in 
inſtructing and forming their ſoldiers, and the ſoldiers 
more attentive in learning their duty. 

David : had three commanders in chief of the fr 
order, t/ree of the ſecond, thirty-one of the third, and thirty 
of the fourth: Aſahel is mentioned as one of the chiefs, 
therefore this regulation of the army muſt have been eſta- 
bliſhed before the battle of Gilboa ; and as it is ſaid that 
&« there was long war between the houſe of Saul and ihe 
houſe of David, and we read but of little bloodſhed, we 
may preſume, that though there might be frequent Au- 
miſhes, there was no battle beſides that at Gibeon; and 
we may ſuppoſe, that during the ſeven years of Ith-bo- 
ſheth's reign over Iſrael, David exerciſed and diſciplined 
his troops, ſo that at the concluſion of it he had a noble 
army. 

The people of Iſrael, without a king and leader, were 
like ſheep having no ſhepherd; and as they were con- 
vinced by David's mild and wiſe government over Judah, 
that he was deſerving of the ſupreme authority, they were 
unanimous in chooſing him for their ſovereign. How 
highly delightful muſt it have been to David, to receive 
the ⁊uilling homage of ſuch multitudes, who at length 


* 2 SAM, XXllls + 1 Chron. xxvil, * 1 Chron. xi. 
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acknowledged that he was the choſen of the LorD, and 
worthy to govern them! 

The covenant which David entered into, is ſuppoſed to 
have been a ſolemn promiſe in the name of the Lonp, 
that he would adminiſter juſtice, and govern agreeably to 
the /aw of Gon, given to Moſes; and the people bound 
themſelves in the ſame ſolemn manner, to vbey him as 
tbat law required. 

Inſtead of ftrife and contention, nothing was now heard 
in Iſrael but joyful acclamations. Now were thoſe friends 
reconciled whom civil diſcord had ſet at variance; and 
all the bleſſings of unanimity preſented themſelves to the 
mind, Mirth and feſtivity filled up the happy hours, 
and warlike inſtruments were exchanged for the merry 
harp and the lute; every countenance was enlivened with 
gladneſs, and every tongue invoked bleſſings on David. 
Vet amidſt all this rejoicing, there was no luxury or 
intemperance: nothing but the produce of the earth in 
its native ſimplicity; and as David preſided, we may rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe, that the feaſt began and ended with 
praiſes and thankſgivings to the Lozp.” 

It is delightful to read, that David, after all his trou- 
bles, was invited to the throne of Iſrael in ſo honourable 
a manner. He certainly had reſiſted many temptations 
to gain poſſeſſion of it by violence; for he was firmly per- 
ſuaded, that the promiſes of Gop were ſure, and the aid 
of the Lorp ſufficient, 

In order to make proper reflections on this part of 
David's hiſtory, we ſhould read his Pſalms, which ſhew 
at once what he thought on theſe occaſions, and what 
ſentiments others ſhould entertain in a ſtate of proſperity. 


SECTION 
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SECTION IV. 


DAVID TAK ETH ZION,—MAKETH ALLIANCE WITH 
HIRAM, KING OF TYRE “. x 


Wär the Iſraelites, in the days of Joſhua, caſt lots for 
their future inheritance, Sion fell to Benjamin: ſoon after 
Joſhua's death, the tribe of Judah took the lower city, 
but the Jebuſites till maintained the forrreſs : after the 
city was rebuilt, the children of Judah and Benjamin in- 
habited it ; but they very imprudently ſuffered the Je- 
buſites to dwell amongſt them. In Saul's time, however, 
the Hebrews dwelt in it (for David carried Goliath's 
head thither); but it is ſuppoſed, that the Jebuſites took 
entire poſſeſſion of it after the battle of Gilboa. The 
Iſraelites certainly had an undoubted right to Siox, by 
the appointment of Gop; and a man of David's courage 
and enterprizing ſpirit, would ſcarcely ſuffer ſo ſtrong a 
fortreſs to remain in the hands of one of thoſe people who 
were devoted by Gop to deſtruction: his claim to it was 
juſt, and the taking of it neceſſary to the ſecurity and 
peace of his government and people, he therefore went up 
againſt it. The Jebuſites ſuppoſing the city impregnable, 
treated David with the utmoſt ſcorn and contempt, ſaying, 
that even the ind and the lame amongſt them were able 
to defend it againſt his utmoſt force; and it is thought, 
that in deriſion they placed ſuch impotent perſons on their 
ramparts, (inſtead of able ſoldiers) who perhaps joined in 
deriding David, and blaſpheming the ALmicuTy Gop, © 
in whom Iſrael confided; on which account David ex- 


preſſed his hatred againſt them, and promiſed great re- 


* 2 Sam. v. 4 Chandler's Life of King David. 
wards 
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wards to thoſe who ſhould ſmite the blind and lame. If 
they were guilty of preſumptuous ſin, the punithment 
David inflicted, was the gz/t reward of their preſumption, 
We cannot ſuppoſe that David would zu late 
people on account of natural infirmities. 

It is conjectured, that after this important victory, Da- 
vid compoſed the following pil *. 


Not unto us, O Lon, not unto us, but unto thy name give 
glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth's ſake. 

Waierefore 1 the heathen- ſay, Where i is now their 
Gop ? 

But our God is in the heavens, he hath done whitſoever 
he pleaſed. 

Their idols are ſilver and gold, the work of men's hands. 

| They have mouths, but they ſpeak not; ; eyes have they, but 
they ſee not. 

They have ears, but they hear not; noſes have they, but 
they ſmell not. 
ey have hands, but they handle not; ; feet have they, but 
they walk not : neither ſpeak they through their throat. 

They that make them, are like unto them; fo is every one 
that truſtetſi in them. 

O Ijrael, truft thou in the LokD : He is their help and 
their ſhield. 

O houſe of Aaron, truſt in the Lox D; He is their help 
and their ſhield. 

Ye that fear the Loxb, truſt in the Lox: He is their 
help and their ſhield. 
Ne Lord hath been mindful of us, He will bleſs us, He 
vill bleſs the houſe of Tſracl, He will bleſs the houſe of Aaron. 
le wwill bleſs them that feu rue LokD, both ſmall and 
* 


P. cxv. Delany's Life of King David. 
| The 
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. 

The LoxD. ſhall "RY" you more and more, you and your 
children. 0 | 

You are bleſſed of the Lo RD, vH made Jnoves and 
earth. | | | 

The heawen, eden the heavens are the LORD's: but the 
earth hath He given to the children of men. 

The dead praiſe not the LORD : neither ay that go down 
into filence, 

But we will bleſs the LokrD, from this time forth and for 
evermore, Praiſe the LorD, | 


By this pſalm we may ſee the ſenſe which David en- 
tertained of Gop's mercies; and that he imputed his 
ſacceſs to the power of the ALMIGHTY. 

When David had poſſeſſed himſelf of the ſtrong foe- 
treſs of Sion, he fixed his refidence there, and made it his 
capital, after he had improved and enlarged it as far as the 
pretent ſtate of affairs required: his next care was to 
adorn it, in which the. friendſhip of Hiram, KING oF 
TYRE, was very ſerviceable. 

This * prince appears to have been of a magnificent 
and generous temper, and a believer in the true Gop, not- 
withſtanding hiſtory informs us that he built temples in 
honour of thoſe idols which the Phoenicians worthipped 
perhaps he was converted. by David f. Tyre was a city 
in Phcenicia, lately raiſed to great wealth, and become a 
royal city. It abounded-with cedar trees, and with men 
of experience in the arts of building, which the Iſraelites 
were at that time unſkilled in, as they were uſed to little 
beſides war and agriculture. 

According to ancient authors, Jeruſalem was, in the 
time of David, a very magnificent city; in f the centre of 
it, on the ſummit of mount Sion, was David's palace : 
when the building of this was completed, and hewas going 
* See Univerſal Hiſtory, + 1 Kings v. 7. f Chandler's Life of David. 
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to dwell in it, he is ſuppoſed 1 follow- 
ing Pſalm *. 


1 will extol thee, O thous, for Thou haſt lifted me up, 
and haft not made my foes to rejoice over me, 

O Lon, my Gop, I cried unto Thee, and Thou haſt 
healed me. 

O Lokp, Thou haſt brought up my foul from the grave : 
Thou haſt kept me alive, that I ſhould not go down to the pit. 

Sing unto the LoRD, O ye ſaints of His, and give thanks 
at the remembratice of his holineſs; 

For His anger endureth but a moment ; in his favour is 
life : weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the 
morning, 

And in my proſperity, T ſaid, T ſhall never be moved. 

Lorp, by Thy favour Thou haſt made my mountain to 

fand ftrong : Thou didſt hide Thy face, and I was troubled. 

I cried unto Thee, O LoxD and unto 1 Lon p 1 made 

ſupplication. 

What profit is there in my blood, when I go down to the 

pit? ſhall the duſt praiſe Thee ? ſhall it declare Thy truth ? 

Hear, O Lorp, and have mercy upon me. Lok, be 
Thou my helper. 

Tho haſt turned for me my mourning into dancing : Thou 
haft put off my ſackcloth, and girded me with gladneſs : 

To the end that my glory may fing praiſe to Thee, and not 
be filent : O LoxD my Gon, 1 will give thanks unto Thee 


for ever. 


The following Pſalm is expreffive of David's reſolution 
to obſerve the . integrity in the adminiſtration of 
juſtice +, 

1 will fing of mercy and judgment : wnto thee, O Loan, 
will Ling. 


» Pſalm XXX, + Pſalm ei. — 
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IT will behave myſelf wiſely in a perfect way; O whet 
wilt thou come unto me: I will walk within my houſe 
with a perſect heart. 

T will ſet no wicked thing before mine eyes : ] hate the 
awork of them that turn afide, it ſhall not cleave to me. 
A froward heart ſhall depart from me : I till not know 

a wicked perſon. | 

Whoſo privily flandereth his neighbour, him will I cut 
off : him that hath an high look, and a proud heart, will 
not I ſuffer. 

Mine eyes ſhall be upon the faithful of the land, that they 
may duell with me : he that walketh in a perfet way, he 


ſhall ſerve me. 


He that worketh deceit, ſhall not dwell within my houſe : 
he that telleth lies, [hall not tarry in my fight, 

I will early deftroy all the wicked of the land. that I may 
cut off all ticked doers from the city of the Loa p. 


SECTION V. 


DAVID SMITETH THE PHILISTINES AT BAAL= 
PERAZIM, | 


2 Sam. Chap. v. 1 Chron. Chap. xii. 


But when the Philiſtines heard that they had anoint- 
ed David king over Iſrael, all the Philiſtines came up 
to ſeek David; and David heard of it, and went down 
to the hold. 

The Philiſtines alſo came and ſpread themſelves in the 
valley of Rephaim. 

And David enquired of the Lox, ſaying, Shall I go 
up to the Philiſtines ? wilt thou deliver them into mine 
hand? And the Loxp ſaid unto David, Go up: for I will 


* doubtleſs deliver the Philiſtines into thine hand. 


And 
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And Dayid came to Baal-perazim, and David ſmote. 
them there, and ſaid, The Lox hath broken forth upon 
mine enemies before me, as the breach of waters. There- 
fore he called the name of that place Baal-perazim. 

And there they left their images, and David and his. 
men burnt them, 

Now three of the thirty ine went down to "he 
rock to David, into the cave of Adullam, and the hoſt 
of the Philiſtines encamped in the valley of Rephaim. 

And David was then in the hold, and the Philiſtines 
garriſon was then at Beth-lehem. 

And David longed, and ſaid, Oh, that one would give 
me drink of the water of the well of Beth-lehem that is 
at the gate! and three of his captains brake through 
the hoſt of the Philiſtines, and drew water out of Beth- 
lehem that was by the gate, and took it and brought it 
to David; but David would not drink of it but poured 
it out to the LorD. | 

And ſaid, My Gop forbid it me, that I ſhould do this 
thing: ſhall IJ drink the blood of theſe men that have 
put their lives in jeopardy ?. for with the jeopardy of 
their lives they brought it. Therefore he would not 
drink it, 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


Whilſt the Iſraclites were divided amongſt themſelves, 
they were diſregarded by the neighbouring nations: 
but when David was ſeated on the throne of Iſrael, and 
had built and fortified the royal city, after deſiroying 
the Jebuſites, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that they all 
took the alarm, and confederated together with The 
Philiſtines, in order to craſh his growing power: ſo 
that David might well ſay, all nations ate e him 
about. 


The 
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The valley of Rephaim was to the weſt of Jeruſalem, 
large and fruitful, capable of containing the numerous 
hoſts, which collected together, muſt have made a very 
tormidable appearance. David retired to the cave of 
Adullam, becauſe he was acquainted with its ſtrength, 
and did not chooſe to make Jeruſalem a ſcene of blood, if 
he could by any means prevent its invaſion. 

Though David had a very powerful army, command- 
ed by heroes of renowned valour, he knew that no Au- 
man means were ſufficient to ſecure him ſucceſs againſt 
his enemies; therefore, according to his uſual piety, and 
conſiſtent with his charatter as God's Vicegerent, and 
CAPTAIN of the LorD's inſieritance, he would not pre- 
ſume to attack the Philiſtines, till he had enquired the 
will of Gov. When he was, in conſequence of the Di- 
vine command, going to encounter the enemy, he is ſup- 
poſed to have animated his troops by repeating the fol- 
lowing Pſalm *, which, perhaps, was accompamed with 


»- warlike muſic + 


Keep not Thou ſilence, O GoD : hold not Thy peace, and be 
not /till, O Gop. 

For lo, thine enemias make a tumult : and they that hate 
Thee, have lift up the head. 

They have. —_ erafty counſel againſt Thy people, and on- 
ſulted againſt Thy hidden ones. 

They have ſaid, Come, and let us cut them off from being 
a nation; that the name of Iſrael may be na more in remems 
brance, 

For they have a together wit i one api; ills 
are confederate againſt Thee, 


The tabernacles of Edom and the I/hmaclites : of Moab 


and the Hagarenes ; Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalck, the - 
Plilitines with the inbabitants of Tyre ; 


* Dclany's Life of Davis. + Pſalm lxxxui, 
Aſſur 
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Aﬀtr is alſo joined with them: ably Kune" Biden the 
children of Lot. 
| Do. ante thaw as anne the Ane, as to Sera, as to 
Jabin at the brook of Kiſon ; 
Mic periſhed at En- dor. they became as dung for the 
earth, 
Make their nobles like Oreb, and like Zeeb: yea, all their 
princes as Zela and Zalmunna e 
Mo ſaid, Let us tale to orenſolues the houſes of Gop in 
222 
Om God, make them like a wheel; as the fiubble be- 
fore the wind, 
As the fire burneth the wood, and as the flame ſetteth the 
mountains on fire, ſo perſecute them with thy tempeſt, and 
make them afraid with thy ſtorm, 
Fill their faces with ſhame : that they may ſcel thy —_ 
O Lon. 

Let them be confounded and troubled for ever: yea, let 
them be put to ſhame and periſh. * 
That men may know, that Thou, whoſe name alone is 

JEHOVAH, art the moſt High over all the earth. 


David gained a great victory; but he confidered him- 
ſelf only as an humble inſtrument in the hand of Gop, 
for he deſcribes the enemy as an over-whelming flood 
ready to ſwallow him up ; and the armies of his ene- 
mies, divided by the power of Gop, as the mighty wa- 
ters of the ocean are broken and divided by a ſtorm. 
On this happy occaſion, he is ſuppoſed to have uttered 
the following Pſalm * : 


Tf it had not been the LorD who was on our fide, now 
may 1jrael ſay : 
If it had not been the Lon who was on our. fide, when 
men roſe up againſt us : 
* Palm exxiv. | 
x Then 
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Then they had fwallowed us up quick, when their wrath 
was kindled againſt us. 

Then the waters had overwhelmed us, the flream had 
gone over our ſoul. 

Den the proud waters had gone over our ſoul, 

Bleſſed be the LorD, who hath not * as a prey 10 
their teeth. 

Our foul is eſcaped as a bird out of the 4 of the 

fowlers; the ſnare is broken, and we are eſcaped. 
Our helpis in a en made heaven 
and earth. , 


What an inſtance of aſſectionate reſpe& did thoſe of- 
ficers give, who fetched the water from Beth-lehem ! 
How truly great were David's piety and ſelf-denial ! 
He looked upon the waters, fetched at the hazard of 
their lives, as ſacred to Gop, and poured it on the earth 
as an offering of thankſgiving, though he was ſuffering 
the pain of exceſſive thirſt, 


SECTION VI. 


DAVID SMITETH THE PHILISTINES AGAIN AT THE 
MULBERRY-TREES., 


1 From 2 Sam. Clap. v. 


Ax the Philiſtines came up yet again, and ſpread 
themſelves in the valley of Rephaim. 

And when David enquired of the Loxp, he ſaid, 
Thou ſhalt not go up: but fetch a compaſs behind them 
and come upon them over againſt the mulberry-trees. 

And let it be when thou heareſt the ſound of a going 
in the tops of the mulberry-trees, that then thou ſhalt 
beſtir 


622) 

1 beſtir thyſelf: for then ſhall the Lonp go out before 

= thee to ſmite the hoſt of the Philiſtines. 

Wl: 1 And David did ſo, as the Lord had commanded 

__ him; and ſmote the Philiſtines from Geba, until thou 
come to Gazer. 


W Aub REFLECTIONS. 


Though the Philiſtines and their allies had received 
ſuch an overthrow, we find they made another attempt. 
in which they were miraculouſly defeated; for a noiſe 
was heard by them like the ſound of a mighty army in 
their rear, which ſtruck them with terror, ſo that David 
totally defeated them. When David and his victorious 
army returned back to Jeruſalem, it is ſuppoſed the fol- 
lowing Pſalm * was publicly ſung +. 


O give thanks unto'the Lok p; for He is good: becauſe 
His mercy endureth for ever, 

Let Iſrael now jay, that His mercy endureth for ever. 
Let the houſe of e now ſay, that Is mercy endureth 


for ever, 
Let them now that fr the Lox d ſay, that His mercy 
” endureth for ever. 
* The LorD is on my fide: T will not fear. what man can 
| do unto me. 
| Tt is better to truſt in the Loxp than to put confidence in 
| man. 
i 11 is better to truſt in the LoRD than to Pai confidence in in 
| Princes. 
{| All nations compaſſed me about : but in the name of the 
Lok D will I deſtroy them. 


They compaſſed me about like bees; they are quenched as 


„ Delany's Life of David, + Pfum cxviil, 


the 


* 
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the fre of thorns : for in the 7 name of the LoRD T will de- 
ftroy them. 

Thou haſt thruſt ſore at me that IJ might full. but the 
LorD helped me. 

The LorD is my flrength and ſong, and is become my 
ſalvation. 

The voice of rejoicing and ſalvation is in the tabernacles of 
the righteous : the right hand of the Lok doeth waliantly. 

The right hand of the L,ORD is exalted: the right hand 
of the LokD doeth waliantly. | 

Open to me the gates of righteouſneſs: I will go into them, 
and I will praiſe the Lok. 

This is the gate of the LORD, into which the righteous 
ſhall enter. 

T will praiſe thee : for Thou haſt heard me, and art be- 
come my ſalvation. 

The flone which the builders refuſed, is become the fn ad- 
lone of the corner. 

This is the Lokp's doing, it is marvellous ivr ous eyes. 

This is the day which the LorD hath made, we Till re- 
Joice and be glad in it. 

Save now, I beſeech Thee, O Loxp: O Lon, 7 beſcec 
Thee, fend now proſperity. 

Thou art my GoD, and I will erate Thee aer art my 
Go, I will exalt Thee. 

O give thanks unto the Lonn, for He is 'good : for His 


mercy endureth for ever, 


N 
SECTION VII. 

DAVID FETCHETH THE ARK FROM KIRJATH=-JEARIM 
WITH GREAT REJOICINGS—UZZAH STRUCK DEAD 
FOR TOUCHING IT—IT Is CARRIED TO THE HOUSE OP 
OBED-EDOM.. a 


From 1 Chron. Chap. X111, 
Axp David conſulted with the captains of thouſands 


and hundreds, and with every leader. 
» And 
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And David ſaid unto all the congregation of Iſrael, If 
it ſeem good unto you, and that it be of the Loxy our 
Gov, let us ſend abroad unto our brethren every where 
that are left in all the land of Iſrael, and with them alſo . 
to the prieſts and Levites which are in their cities and 
ſuburbs, that they may gather themſelves unto us, 

And let us bring again the ark of our Gop to us: for 

=) we enquired not at it in the days of Saul. 

1 And all the congregation ſaid, that they would do ſo: 

| - _. for the thing was right in the eyes of all the people. 
by So David gathered all Iſrael together, from Shihor of 

Egypt even unto the entering of Hemath, to bring the 
ark of Gop from Kirjath-jearim. 

And David went up, and all Iſrael to Baalah, that is 
to Kirjath-jearim, which belongeth to Judah, to bring 
up thence the ark of Gop the Lorp that dwelleth be- 
tween the cherubims, whoſe name is called on it. 

And they carried the ark of Gop in a new cart, out of 
the houſe of Abinadab. And Uzzah and Ahio drave. 
the cart. 

And David and all Iſrael played before Gop with all 
their might, and with ſinging, and with harps, and with 
pfalteries, and with timbrels, and with cymbals, and with 
' trumpets, 

And when they came unto the threſhing-floor of 
Chidon, Uzzah put forth his hand to hold the ark : for 
the oxen ſtumbled. 
| And the anger of the Lonp v was kindled againſt Uz- 
(4 zah, and he ſmote him, becauſe he put forth his hand 
to the ark: and there he died before Gop. 

And David was diſpleaſed becauſe the Loxp had 
made a breach upon Uzzah, wherefore that place is 
called Perez-uzzah to this day. 

And David was afraid of Gop that day, ſaying, How ; 
ſhall I bring the ark of Gop home to me? 
| 4 So 
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So David brought not the ark home to himſelf to 
the city of David, but carried it aſide to the houſe of 
Obed-edom the Gittite. 

And the ark of Gop remained with the emily of 
Obed-edom in his houſe three months. And the Loxp 
bleſſed the houſe of Obed-edom, and all that he had. 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. 


It is likely that David recovered from the Philiſtines 
all that they had gained at the battle of Gilboa, and 
drove them out of the cities they had ſeized at the death 
of Saul *; and being now fixed at Jeruſalem, he was re- 
ſolved to do every thing in his power to increaſe its 
ſafety and magnificence : for this purpoſe, he thought 


it particularly neceſſary to ſecure the PRESEN CR and 


protection of the Go p of 1/rac!. 

It is related in a former part of this hiſtory, with what 
ſolemnity the Ark had been depoſited in the Tabernacle 
by Moſes, and that the gihrious cloud, which appeared as 


a manifeflation of the Divine PrusENCE, reſted on the 


MERCY-SEAT above the cherubims. A veil was placed be- 
fore the Ark, and Aaron and his ſons miniſtered there, 
and offered incenſe on the golden altar; and the peo- 
ple aſſembled in the court of the tabernacle to offer 
their burnt-offerings, to join in celebrating the praiſes 
of the Lory, and to make ſupplications to him, and 
perform their vows; which was called appearing before 


_ the LonDp. Wherever the Ark was depoſited, to that 


place the tribes were ordered to repair three times a 
year to keep the paſſover, &c. therefore the public wor- 
/hip of Gop could not have been properly performed at 
Jeruſalem, neither could that city have been the metro- 


* Chandler's Life of David. 
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A of the kingdom, without the Afk, which made 
David very deſirous to bring it thither. 5 

Hitherto the Ark had had no ſettled habitation; for 
many years it had been carried about from place to 
place; and in the time of Eli, God, to puniſh the Iſrael- 
Ites for their impiety, had permitted it to fall into the 
hands of the Philiſtines; and when the calamities the 
Philiftines ſuffered for detaining it obliged them to ſend 
it back into the land of Iſrael, it was left in the houſe” 
of Abinadab, and here it had remained about forty-ſix 
years, till David's eſtabliſhment on the throne ; except- 
ing on ſome particular occaſions, when it was carried 
into the field of battle. 

David's propoſal to bring the Ark to Jeruſalem met 
with the joyful concurrence of his people, and was put 
immediately in execution. The “ proceſſion muſt have 
been uncommonly grand, as it conſiſted of all the no- 
bility, the prieſts and Levites, and the officers of the 
army, with the enſigns and ornaments of their different 
orders, led on by their ſovereign, and followed by an 
innumerable multitude of people belonging to the dif- 


_ ferent tribes of Iſrael, During the proceſſion, David 


and all thoſe who were ſkilful in muſic, expreſſed their 
joy by playing on various inſtruments ; but their tranſ- 
ports were ſoon interrupted by a dreadful viſitation on 
Uzzah, one of the tons of Abinadab, who drove the cart. 
It is ſaid, © THaT Gop ſmote him for his error. It was 
a great crime in Uzzah to be ignorant of any thing re- 


ſpecting the ARK; for the law of Moſes expreſsly taught, 


that no one but the rig ſhould touch it; and therefore 
be ſhould have fully inſtructed himſelf concerning the 


requiſite ceremonies, before he preſumed to attend it; 


* Delany's Life of David, g 
eſpecially 


(2) 

eſpecially on ſo ſolemn an occaſion, when the king and 
people were aſſembled to do it honour : and as the Loxpy 
was about to reſtore his holy worſhip, it was neceſſary 
that the congregation ſhould be taught to reverence His 
Divine ordinances. The religion of the Jews, as has been 
repeatedly obſerved, conſiſted of a variety of ceremonaals, 
which were the p7rdges of their CovEN ANT concerning 
the land of Canaan ; if they omitted them they forfeited 
their privileges; and as the Divixꝝ BrrtxG had ſandtified 
the Ax in ſo vifible a manner by a token of his immediate 
PRESENCE, it was certainly ſacred, and ought to have 
been attended with the utmoſt reverence : nothing leſs 
than a judgment from heaven upon a profanation of it, 
could recover the people to a proper ſenſe of the reſpect 
due to that ſacred repoſitory of written law and com- 
mandments of Goo. 

It is ſaid that David vas diſplcaſed; but from the 
piety of his diſpoſition, we may ſuppoſe, that he was 
only diſappointed and grieved, that his holy purpoſes were 
interrupted, and fear took poſſeſſion of his mind, leſt Ae 


| /hould, through ignorance, commit offence likewiſe, 


It may ſeem ſtrange, that David ſhould not be fully 
acquainted with the law of Moſes ; but we muſt con- 
fider the times he lived in; the Ark had been greatly 
neglected for many years; religion was but little attend- 
ed to in the days of Saul, for the bad example of the ſo- 
yereign and his court is too apt to influence a nation : 
all the prieſts who had ever ſeen the Ark were dead, 
excepting one young man, who had never ſeen it re- 
moved; neither were there any Levites.alive, who had 


been preſent at that ſolemnity. David and his people 


had been conſtantly engaged in war; and though his 
mind was naturally inclined to piety, he had not had 
much opportunity of attending public worſhip, according 


to the original eſtabliſhment; 


C2 The 
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The ſignal vengeance of Gop on Uzzah ſtruck David 
with the utmoſt conſternation ; and he would not ven- 
ture to advance any tarther with the ark at that time: 
Obed-edom, at whoſe houſe he left it, was a Levite, 
and a pious good man: he rejoiced to receive it, know- 
ing it would prove a bleſſing to him and his family, as 
he well underſtood the nature of Uzzz 1's offence. 

Though Chriſtians cannot be guilty of the very crime 
for which Uzzah received ſuch an exemplary puniſhment, 
every one who wi/fully neglects to make uſe of the 
means with which it pleaſed Gop to bleſs them, for 
learning their duty, is certainly liable to the Divine diſ- 
pleaſure. Let us therefore ſtudy, with unremitting dili- 
gence, the HoLy Sckirrunxs, Jeſt, for want of knowing 
them, we fall into //z, and be, like Uzzah, cut of} for our 
ERROR. | 


SECTION VIII. 


DAVID ORDERETH THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES TO CARRY 
PHE ARK TO JERUSALEM—HE ATTENDETH IT WITH 
GREAT JOY. 


From 1 Chron. Chap. xv, xvi. 2 Sam. Chap. v. 


AND David made him houtes in the city of David, 
and prepared a place for the ark of Gop, and pitched 
for it a tent. ; | 

Then David ſaid, None onght to carry the ark of God, 
but the Levites : for them hath the Lonp choſen to 
carry the ark of Gop, and to miniſter unto him for ever. 

And David gathered all Ifracl together to Jeruſalem, 
to bring up the ark of the Lonp unto his place which 
he had prepared for it. 

And David aſſembled the children of Aaron, and the 
Levites; in all eight hundred and fixty-two. 
| And 


. 
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And David called for Zadok and Abiathar the priefts, 
and for the Levites, for Uriel, Aſaiah, and Joel, She- 
maiah, and Eliel, and Aminadab, 
And ſaid unto them, Ye are the chief of the fathers 
of the Levites, ſanctify yourſelves both ye and your 


. brethren, that ye may bring up the ark of the Lozp. 


Gop of Iſrael unto the place that I have prepared for it. 
For becauſe ye did it not at the firſt, the Lok our 


God made a breach upon us, for that we ſought him 


not after the due order. 

8o the prieſts and the Levites ſ- anRified themſelves to 
bring ap the ark of the LORD Gop of Iſracl. 

And the children of the Levites bare the ark of Gop 
upon their ſhoulders, as Moſes commanded, 

And David ſpake to the chief of the Levites, to ap- 
point their brethren to be the fingers with inſtruments 
of muſic, pſalteries, and harps, and cymbals, ſounding, 
by lifting up the voice with joy. And they did fo, 

So David and the elders of Iſrael, and the captains 
over thouſands, went to bring up the ark of the covenant 
of the Lon, out of the houſe of Obed-edom, with joy. 

And it came to paſs, when Gop helped the Levites 
that bare the ark of the covenant of the Lonp, that 
they offered ſeven bullocks and ſeven rams. 

And David was clothed with a robe of fine linen, * 
all the Levites that bare the ark, and the fingers, and 
Chenaniah the maſter of the ſong, with the ſingers : 
David alſo had upon him an ephod of linen. 

And it came to pals, as the ark of the covenant of the 
Lok came to the city of David, that Michal the daugh- 
ter of Saul, looking out at a window, ſaw king David 
dancing and playing, and the deſpiſed him in her 
heart. 

So they brought the ark of Goo, and ſet it in the 


C3 midſt 
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midſt of the tent that David had pitched for it: and 
they offered burnt-facrifices and peace-ofterings before 
Cop. 

And when David had made an end of offering the 
burnt-offerings, and the peace-ofterings, he bleſſed the 
people in the name of the Lok. 

And he dealt to'every one of Iſrael, both man and wo- 
man, to every one a loaf of bread and a good piece of 
fleſh, and a flagon of wine. 

And he appointed certain of the Levites to miniſter 
befete the ark of the Loup, and to record, and to thank 
and praite the Loxp Gop of lirael, with pſalteries, and 
with harps, with cymbals and with trumpets, continu- 
ally before the ark of the covenant of Gop. | 

So he left there before the ark of the covenant of the 
Lonp, Aſaph and his brethren, to miniſter before the 
ark continually, as every day's work required, 

And Zadok the prieſt and his brethren the prieſts, be- 
fore the tabernacle of the Lozp, in the high place that 


was at Gibeon. 
And all the people departed every man to his houſe : 


and David returned to bleſs his houſhold, 
And Michal Saul's daughter came out to meet David, 
and ſaid, How glorious was the king of Iſrael to-day, 
who appeared in the eyes of the maid ſervants as one of 
the vain fellows, 
And David ſaid unto Michal, It was before the Loxp, 
. which choſe me before thy father, and before all his 
houſe, to appoint me ruler over the people of the Loxp, 
over [Iſrael : therefore will I play before the Lok. 
And I will yet be more vile than thus, and will be 
baſe in mine own fight: and of the maid-ſervants 
which thou haſt ipoken of, of n mall I be had in 


honour, 
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ANNOTATIONS AN D REFLECTIONS. 


Whilſt the ark remained at the houſe of Obed-edom, 
David fully inftrufted "himſelf concerning the requiſite 
ceremonials ; the prieſts and Levites having alſo tho- 
roughly confidered the matter, the congregation of Iſ- 
rael was once more aſſembled, and the proceſſion began 
with ſolemnity and decorum. The Levites were array- 
ed in robes of fine linen; and the king aſſuming the 
character of an humble attendant on the ARK of Gop, 
laid aſide his royal garments, and attired himſelf in a 
long robe, like that worn by the Levites, over which he 
put an ephod as a mark of diſtinction. 

Before the proceſſion began from the houſe of Obed- 
edom, David offered up a devout prayer; and declared 
his firm belief in the promiſes of Gop, to him and his 
poſterity, as follows *. 


LokD, remember David, and all his anflictions. 

How he fevare unto the Lokp, and voted unte the 
mighty GoD of Jacob. 

| Szrely I ⁊uill not come into the bt nor 

go up into my bed : 

T will not give ſleep. to mine eyes, or ſhumber to mine eye- 
lids, until I find out a place for the Lonp, an habitation for © 
the mighty GoD of Jacob. 

Ariſe, O Lon, into Thy ret. Thou, and the ark of 
Thy ftrength. 

Let Thy prigſis be clothed with righteoufueſs : and let 
Thy ſaints ſhout for joy. 

For Thy fervant David's ſake, OI the face of 
Tine anointed. 

T. Lok hath fworn in truth unto. David, He will: me 


* Pſalm cxxxii, + 
C4 furn 
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turn from it, Of the fruit of thy body will J ſei uon thy 


throne, 

1f thy children will keep My «venant, and My teſtimony, 
that T /hall teach them; their children aye hall fit upon 
thy throne for evermore. 

For the Lox hath choſen Zion He lat deſired it for 
His habitation, 

is is My reſt for ever: here "Sq debell, for I have 
defired it. 
f 1 will abundantly bleſs her proviſion 1 will fatisfy ler 

poor with bread, * 

I will alſo clothe her prieſts with ſalvation : and her 
ſaints ſhall ſhout aloud for jay. | | 
There will I make the horn of David to bud I have or- 

dained a lamp for mine ancinted. 
His enemies will I clothe with A but upon himſelf 
hall his crown flouriſh. 


The latter part of this Pſalm bears evident marks of 
Divine inſpiration. It is ſuppoſed, that the following 
Pſalm was ſung in diviſions to folemn muſe #, 


535 
Sung when the Prieſts lifted up the Ark +, 


Let Gop ariſe, let His enemies be ſcattered : let them 
alſo that hate Him flee before Him. 

As ſmoke is driven away, ſo drive them away : as wax 
mellcth before the fire, ſo let the wicked periſh at the pre- 

ſence of Goo. 
| But let the righteous be glad: let them rejoice FW Gor, 


yea, let them exceedingly rejoice. 
Sing unto Gon, ſing praiſes to His name : extol Him that 


rideth upox the heavens by His name AH, and rejoice be- 
fore Him, 


* Dr, Chandler's Life of David. + Pſalm Ixviii. 
| A father 


( 33 ) a 
A father of the fatherleſs, and a judge of the widows, is 
Gop in His holy habitation. 
F | 
Sung when the Ark was placed on the Shoulders of 
the Levites. 


O Gov, when Thou wenteſt forth before Thy people 3 
when Thou didſt march through the wilderneſs; ' 

The earth ſhook, the heavens alſo dropped at the preſence 
of Gop: even Sinai itſelf was moved at the preſence of 
Gop, the Gop of 1/rael. 

The Lonp gave the word, great was the company of 

thoſe that publ! iſhed 8 
Kings of armies did flee apace : and 1 that tarried at 


home, divided the ſpoil, 
Though ye have lien among the pots, yet fhall ye be as 
the wings of a dove covered with ſilver, and her feathers 


With e gold. 


The words in the firſt part, agree with thoſe uſed by 
Moſes and the Iſraelites whenever they removed the 
ark: thoſe in the ſecond, ſerved to remind the people 
of God's former mercies to the houſe of Jacob. | 

When the ark was in view of mount Sion, it is pro- 
bable was ſung 


P A BAT III. 


The chariots of God are rwenty thouſand, even aan 
of angels ; the Lon n them as in Sinai, in the haly 
place. 

Bleſſed be the Lon, who daily loadeth ws with benefits, 
even tie Gop of our ſalvation. 

He that is our Gop, is the Gor of ſalvation; and unto 
Gop the Lonp belong the ifJues from death, 

C5 Sing 


6) : 

Sing unto Gop, ye kingdoms of the earth» O ing prai ys 
unto the LORD. 

To Him that rideth upon the heaven of heavens, which 
evere of old, to, He doth ſend out His woice, and that a 
mighty voice. 

Aſcribe ye ftrength unto Gop : His excellency is over IV 
rael, and His ſtrength is in the clouds, 

O Gor, Thou art terrible out of Thy holy places, the Gon 
of Iſrael is He that groeth ftrength and power unto His 

people; blefſed be Gon. 

It is ſuppoſed that the following Pſalm was ſet to 
muſic ou this occaſion, and ſung by way of dialogue by 
king and people; we may conjecture, that it began 
when they reached the foot of mount Sion *. 

De carth + is the Lonw's, and the fulneſs thereof ; the 
zvorld and they that dwell therein. 

Tor He hath founded it en the Jeas, and eftabliſhed it 
upon the foods. 

When they arrived at the gates of Jeruſalem, which 
may þe conſidered as a type of heaven, it is likely that 
the king and his choir ſung as follows: | 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye bift up ye ever- 
lafling doors, and the King of glory [hall come in. 

And thoſe within anſwered: 

Who ts the king of glory ? 

To which the firſt replied : 

The LokD, flrong and e ; the Lok mighty in 
battle. 

And now let us fuppofe, that the proceſſion proceed- 
ed to the gates of the court of the tabernacle, the in- 
ſtruments pla; ing the ſame airs; and the king, princes, 
and damſels, moving to the meaſure (as was the cuſtom 

Dr. Delany's Life of David, + Pſalm xxiv. 
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in thoſe times) ; when they arrived at the gates of the 
tabernacle, they ſung, and were anſwered as follows: 
Lift up your heads, O ye gutes; even lift them wh, ye 
everlaſting doors, and the King of Glory ſliall come iu. 
Mo is the King of Glory? 
The LoxD of H osTs, He is the King of Glory *. 


When they had depoſited the ark in the — 
it is likely the following was ſung :- 


+ Give thanks unto the Lox, call upon His name, make 
known His deeds among the people. 

Sing unto Him, ſing Palms unto Him, talk * of all His 
wondrous Works. 

Glory ye in His holy name : let the heart of them rejoice 
that ſeek the LoRD. 

Seek the LorD and His ftrength, ſeek His face continually, 

Remember His marvellous works that He hath done, His 
wonders, and the judgments of His mouth ; O ye ſeed of 
Tfrael His ſervant, ye children of Facob His choſen ones. 

He is the LoxD our Gop; T are in all the 
earth. 

Be ye mindful akiuuyt of His covenant ; the word which 
He commanded to a thouſand generations ; even of the cove- 
nant which He made with Abrahant, and of His oath unto 
Jaac; + 

And hath confirmed the ſame to Facob for a law, and to 
Tjrael for an everlaſting covenant, 

Saying, Unto thee will T give the land * . the lot 
of your inheritance. 


* The two learned authors, from whoſe works I have chiefly compoſed 
my comments on the Life of King David, differ in their application of 
plalms to this folemnity : that ſelected by each, appears to me well adapt= 
ed to the occafion, therefore I have introduced them both ; from the fear 
of omitting the pſalm, which would excite the * ideas in the 


minds of my readers. 
+ 1 Chron, xvi. 8, &c. 
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Mien ye were but few, even a few, and flrangers.mm it : 
And when they Tent from nation to nation, and Jenn one 
Kingdom to another people; 

He ſuffered no man to do them Wrong e yea, He a 

kings for their ſakes, 

Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no 

Sing unto the Log, all the earth ; ſhew forth from day 

to day His ſalvation. a 

Declare his glory among the heathen; His marvellous 

TVorks among all nations. 
For great is the Lok D, and greatly to be praifed : He allo . 
15 to be feared above all gods. | 

For all the gods of the people are idols : but the LoRD 

made the heavens. 

Glory and honour are in his preſence, ſtrength and glad- 

neſs are in his place. 
© Give wnto the Lon, ye indreds of the people, give wnto 
the LoxD glory and flrength. 

ide unto the Lonp the glory due unto His name bring 

an offering, and come before Him ; worſhip the Lokp in the 
beauty of holineſs. 

Fear before Him, all the carth : the world alſo N be 
fable, that it be not moved, 

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth ales and 

let men ſay among the nations, The Lon reigneth, 

Let the ſea war, and the fulneſs thereof let the fields- 
rejoice, and all that is therein, 

1 hen ſhall the trees of the wwood ſing out at the preſence of 

the Lomb, becauſe He cometh to judge the earth. 

O give thanks to te LORD, for He is good for His mercy 
 endureth for ever, 

And ſeiy ye, Save us, O God of our ſalvation, and gather 

4 together, and deliver us from the heathen, that we may 


| Give thanks to thy holy name, and glory in Thy praiſe. 
Bleed 


(87 1} 


4 Bleffed be the Lord Gop of Iſrael for ever 1 
and all the people ſaid, Amen, and praiſed the Lomb, 


« Tt is ſuppoſed that the ark was carried to Jeruſalem 
at the feaſt of tabernacles, at which time the Jews were 
obliged to live in booths and tents; and as their houſes 
had flat.roofs, there is reaſon to imagine they * built 
their bowers on the tops of them with ever-greens of' - 
various kinds; and that they alſo erected booths in 
ranges throughout the larger ſtreets of the city. What 
a beautiful appearance muſt this have made, eſpecially 
at night, when a number of lights glimmered through the 
branches; and how muſt the humane heart of David be 
delighted, when he confidered all theſe bowers filled 
with people, happy in the conſciouſneſs of having diſ- 
charged their duty towards Gop, and rejoicing in his 
returning favour; but above all, what ſatisfaction muſt 
ariſe in his mind from the reflection, that he was, un- 
der Gop, the cauſe of all this felicity! It + is likely 
that he made uſe of the following words in blefling his 


people f. 
Gop be merciful unto us, and bleſs us : and cauſe * face 


to ſhine upon us. 

That Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy hs 
Joi Ith among all nations. 

Let the people praiſe Thee, O Gop; let all the people 


fraiſe Thee. 
O let the nations be glad and ſing far's Joy: for Thou ſhalt 
Judge the people rigliteouſſy, and govern the nations upon 


earth. 


Let the people praife Thee, O Gop; let all the * 
Thee, 


* Nchemiah, vili. 15, 16. + See Delany's Life of David. 
+ Fſalm Ixvii. 
Then 
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Then ſhall the earth yield her mncreaſe and Gor, even 
our own GOD, ſhall bleſs us. , 
Gop /hall bleſs us, amd all the ends of the earth fhall fear 
Hin. 


When David had bleſſed the people, and they were 
gone to join their families in their reſpective tents, he 
repaired to his houſe, to rejoice with his houſhold; but 
Michal, who was offended with David for his great hu- 
mility in laying aſide his robes of royalty, and playing 
on his harp before the ark, reproached him, for thus 
levelling himſelf with his ſubjects, thinking that he had 
expoſed himſelf to their ſcorn and contempt : her re- 
proaches affected him not; for he was conſcious that he 
had acted properly, and was certain, that his behaviour 
was not only approved of Gop, but would procure him 
eſteem and honour rather than derifion among men; for 
dancing was in thoſe days frequently practiſed as a re- 
ligious ceremony, on public ſolemnities. 

« Miriam the propheteſs took a timbrel, and all the 
women went out after her with timbrels and with 
dances;” fo alſo Jephthah's daughter: other inſtances 
might be produced from ſacred hiffory, From whence 
we may conclude, that David did not act with impro- 
priety in this particular; and ſurely we cannot join with 
Michal, in condemning him for playing on his harp on 
ſo joyful an occaſion ; therefore, we muſt own, that ſhe 
expoſed herſelf moſt to contempt and derifion, by laying 
aſide the nobleſt ornaments of a royal matron, piety and 


humility towards Gop, 
Though David, when ſeated on the throne of Iſrael, 


was at the height of worldly power and grandeur, he 


could not reft till he had eſtabliſhed the public worſhip 
of Gop in his kingdom, and for this purpoſe he was at 
incredible pains and expence. David had well conſi- 


dered the fubject, and was convinced, that the practice 
8 of 
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of religious duties was abſolutely neceſſary for the wel- 
fare of the ſtate, as well as for the happineſs of its indi- 
viduals. The king's example had proper influence on 
his ſubjects: the ſabbaths of the Lorp were regularly 
kept, and all the holy ordinances obſerved with becom- 
ing reverence : the Lok D cauſed the light of His counte- 
nance to ſhine on them, and they were wan and ho- 
nourable. 

We may underſtand, from the pſalms here introduced, 
that David's ideas of the Lox D Gop were fuch, as Moſes 
endeavoured to excite in the minds of the Iſraelites. 


SECTION NX. 


NATHAN FIRST APPROVETH DAVIDS PURPOSE TO BUILD 
AN HOUSE FOR THE ARK—AFTERWARDS BY GOD'S 
COMMAND FORBIDDETH HIM—HE PROMISETH BLESS- 
INGS TO HIS POSTERITY—DAVIDS PRAYER AND 
THANKSGIVING, 


From 2 Sam, Chap. vii, vill, 


Axp it came to paſs when the king fat in his houſe, 
and the Loxp had given him reſt round about from all 
his enemies; that the king ſaid unto Nathan the prophet, - 
See now I dwell in an houſe of cedar, but the ark of 
Gop dwelleth within curtains, 

And Nathan ſaid to the king, Go, do all that is in 
- thine heart: for the Lomp is with thee. 

And it came to paſs that night, that the word of the 
Lon came unto Nathan, ſaying, Go and tell my ſer- 
vant David, Thus faith the Lorp, Shalt thou build me 
an houſe for me to dwell in? whereas F have not dwelt 
in any houſe, fince the time that I brought up the 
children of Iſrael out of Egypt, even to this day, but 
have walked in a tent and in a tabernacle. 


- 
In 
. 
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In all the places wherein I have walked with all the 
children of Iſrael, ſpake I a word with any of the tribes 
of Iſrael, whom I commanded to feed my people Iſrael, 
ſaying, Why build ye not me an houſe of cedar? 

Now therefore, ſo ſhalt thou lay unto my ſervant 
David, Thus ſaith the Lonp of hoſts, I took thee from 
the ſheep-cote, from following the ſheep, to be ruler 
over my people, over Iſrael. 

And I was with thee whitherſoever thou wenteſt, and 
have cut off all thine enemies out of thy ſight, and have 
made thee a great name, like unto the name of the 
great men that are in the earth. 

(Moreover, I will appoint a place for my people Iſrael, 
and I will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of 
their own, and move no more: neither ſhall the chil- 
dren of wickedneſs afflict them any more as beforetime, 
and as ſince the time that J commanded judges to be 
over my people Iſrael, and have cauſed thee to reſt from 
all thine enemies) Alſo the Loxp 2 thee, that he 
will make thee an houſe, 

And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou ſhalt ſleep 
with thy fathers, I will ſet up thy ſeed after thee, which 
ſhal! proceed out of 922 bowels, and J will eſtabliſh his 
kingdom. 

He ſhall build an houſe for my name, and I will 
eſtablith the throne of his kingdom for ever. 

I will be his father, and he ſhall be my fon: if he 


commit iniquity I will chaſten him with the rod of men, 


and with the ſtripes of the children of men: but my 
mercy ſhall not depart away from him, as I took it from 


Saul, whom 1 put away before thee. 


And thine houſe and thy kingdom ſhall be eſtabliſh- 


ed for ever before thee ; thy throne ſhall be abel 


for ever. 
Annen 
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According to all theſe words, and according to all 
this viſion, ſo did Nathan ſpeak unto David. 

Then went David in, and fat down before the Lorp, 
and he ſaid, Who am I, O Lorp Gop? and what is my 
houſe, that thou haſt brought me hitherto? and this 
was yet a {mall thing in thy fight, O Lord Gop ; but 
thou haſt ſpoken alſo of thy ſervant's houſe for a great 
while to come; and is this the manner of men, O Lozxp 
Gop? and what can David ſay more unto thee ? for 
thou Lord Gop knoweſt thy ſervant. 

For thy word's ſake, and according to thine own heart, 
haſt thou done all theſe great things, to make thy ſer- 
vant know them. 

-Wherefore thou art great, O Lord Gop: for there 
is none like thee, neither is there any Gop beſides thee, 
according to all that we have heard with our ears. 

And what one nation in the earth is like thy people, 
even like 1ſrael, whom God went to redeem for a people 
to himſelf, and to make him a name, and to do for you 
great things, and terrible, for thy land before thy peo- 
ple which thou redeemeſt to thee from Egypt, from 
the nations and their gods? for thou haſt confirmed to 
thyſelf thy people Iſrael to be a people unto thee for 
ever: and thou, Lon p, art become their God. 

And now, O Lonp Gop, the word that thou haſt 
ſpoken concerning thy ſervant, and concerning his houſe, 
eſtabliſh it for ever, and do as thou haſt ſaid. 

And let thy name be magnified for ever, ſaying, The 
Loup of hoſts is the Gop over Iſrael: and let the houſe 
of thy ſervant David be eſtabliſhed before thee. 

For thou, O Loxp of hoſts, Gop of Iſrael, haſt reyeal- 
ed to thy ſervant, ſaying, I will build thee an houle : 
therefore hath thy ſervant found in his heart to pray 


this prayer unto thee. 
And 


Ea 3 


And now, O Lonp Gop, thou art that Gop, and thy 
words be true, and thou haſt promiſed this goodneſs un- 


to thy ſervant. 

Therefore now let it pleaſe thee to bleſs the houſe of 
thy ſervant, that it may continue for ever before thee ; 
for thou, O Loxp Gon, haſt ſpoken it, and with thy 


bleſling let the houſe of thy ſervant be bleſſed for ever. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


David was now at reſt from his enemies, and had efta- 
blithed the public worſhip at JerUsALEM; but he wiſh- 
ed to give the ſervice of Go all the dignity due to it, 
to diffuſe the GLory of the Lord throughout the ends 
of the earth, that the light of true religion ſhould riſe 
from TERUSALEM, /ike the ſun from his tabernacle; that its 
going forth ſhould be from the uttermoſt parts of the heavens, 
and its circuit unto the ends of it, and that uten fhould 
be hid from the light and influence of it. 

David had a deep ſenſe of the deficiency of his be/t.en-- 
deawours, and an ardent defire to do more, therefore form- 
ed a ſcheme for building a magnificent temple. Nathan 
the prophet, his friend, with whom he conſulted, think-- 
ing it a laudable defign, encouraged him to put it in exe- 
cution ; but as at this time he only ſpake according to 
the dictates of his own reaſon, he adviſed wrong; for 
the Loxp revealed to him by the Holy Spirit, that he 


had appointed other buſineſs for David; and to foften 


the refuſal, graciouſly promiſed. that his ſon ſhould 
build it, and that he would eſtabliſh his kingdom for 
ever. David was overcome with gratitude and aſtoniſh- 


ment, and haſted to the Tabernacle, to pour ont his ac- 


knowledgments to his Divine Benefactor; his words 
need. no comment ; they are expreflive of the utmoſt 


piety, modeſty, and humility, 
| SECTION: 
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SECTION X. 


DAVID SUBDUETH THE PHILISTINES, THE MOABITES, | 
AND OTHER ENEMIES OF ISRAEL, | 


Davip underſtanding, from Nathan's anſwer, that he 
was not to build a temple unto the Lonp, but that he 
was appointed to ſubdue the enemies of Iſrael, and eſta- 
bliſh his people in peace and ſecurity ; reflected, that as 
they were not in full poſſeſſion of the promiſed land, it 
was his peculiar buſineſs to drive out the idolaters, and 
ſettle the tribes of Iſrael in their ſtead. He therefore 
began with the Philiſtines, having made no treaty with 
them; and it is likely that even Achiſh, who had be- 
haved in ſo friendly a manner when David fled to him 
for ſuccour, had joined in committing hoſtilities againſt 
him as king of Iſrael; beſides, it was utterly inconſiſt- 
ent with David's preſent ſituation, to ſhew N favour 
towards Achiſh, from private motives. 

It is related that David ſubdued the Philiftines, and 
took from them Metheg Ammah, by which is meant 
the city of Gath and the territories belonging to it. 

The Moabites had been ſo effectually ſubdued by 
Ehud, that we read no more of them in ſacred hiſtory till 

the days of Saul, who warred againſt them with ſucceſs. 
The king of Moab behaved with great hoſpitality to 
David's parents ; however, when he came to the crown, 
they entered into a confederacy againſt him with the 
neighbouring nations, and renewed their hoſtilities ; ſo 
David ſmote them alſo. The Loxp had expreſsly com- 
manded, that the Iſraelites ſhould not attack the Edom- 
ites, Moabites, and Amorites, without provocation ;. 
for this reaſon, David was ** careful to pre- 
ſerve. 
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ſerve as many of their lives as he could. Having con- 
quered the whole country, he took an exact ſurvey of 
every part of it, cafting then: to the ground; that is, laying 
level their ftrons holds and fortified places, excepting ſuch 
as be thought proper to garriſon with his troops; then he 
marked out two tracks of the country, one conſiſting of 


| thoſe Moabites who had been moſt active in the war 


againſt him; theſe he condemned to death, and the in- 
habitants of the other he ſaved alive, on condition of their 


paying him tribute. 


David next went to extend his dominions as far as the 
grant given by Gop to Abraham, in theſe words, Unto + 
thy feed have ] given this land, from the river of Egypt unto 
the great river, the river Euphrates e but he met with great 
oppoſition from Hadadezer, the ſon of Rehob, who was 
at that time king of Zobah, in the land of Syria, | 

The Syrians* were deſcended partly from Aram, the 
youngeſt ſon of Shem, and partly from Hamathi, one of 
the eleven ſons of Canaan. Syria, Which was of great 
extent, was divided into many petty kingdoms, of which 
Zobah was one. Rehob is ſuppoſed to have heen the firſt 
king of it, and to have laid the foundation of his ſon's 
grandeur, Hadadezer was a great and ambitious prince, 
and ſeems to have aſpired at the univerſal monarchy of 
Syria; but his oppoſition to David was attended with ſuch 
loſſes, that he was under the neceſſity of calling in the 
aid of the people of Damaſcus (another part of Syria), 
which place was then without a king ; but they ſoon after 
received for their ſovereign, Rezon , one of Hadadezer's 
ſubjects, who revolted from him. 

David is ſaid to have taken from Hadadezer, 1000 
chariots and 720,000 footmen ; and when the Syrians of 

See the Hiſtory of the Syrians in the Univerſal Hiſtory. | 


+ See I Kings xi. 23. . 
e Damaſcus 
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Damaſcus came to their ſuccour, David's army flew of 
them 22,000 men, and took a vaſt number of golden 
ſhields. 

We may form an high idea of the riches of the Sy- 
rians, from the number of chariots and horſes whick even 
thoſe kings who reigned over a very ſmall part of it poſ- 
ſeſſed; and from the golden ſhields which David took 
from their ſoldiers. David hamſtrung the horſes, and 
burned the chariots in the fire agreeably to God's com- 
mand, which was formerly given to prevent his people 
from placing dependance on their own power, and that 
they might truſt 1n Gop alone, 

Wie read that Joab ſmote every male. in Edom, and 
afterwards put garriſons in that country ; from which we 
may conjecture, that the Edomites alſo had joined the 
former conſpiracy, 1 cut off Iſrael from being a nation,that 
the name of Iſrael might no longer remain in remembrance. 
And trom the account of Joab's ſeverity towards them, 
there is reaſon to ſuppoſe, that as the Edomites had 
abnſed the mercy which Gop had commanded to be 
ſhewed towards them, David was authoriſed to put chem 
tPthe ſword. . We muſt ffor, however, imagine, that 
Joab deſtroyed al the inhabitants in the whole country 
of Edom; though we are told, that he cut off all the males; 
for this expreſſion may only extend to thoſe who were 
in arms againſt him, and thews that he ſpared the women 
and children. : 

From the time of Moſes, when, as we read in a former 
part of this hiſtory, the Edomites refuſed Iſrael a paſſage 
through their land, ſacred hiſtory is filent about them, 
except in reſpect to their joining the confederacy above 
mentioned; but it appears, that they had employed them- 
ſelves in extending their domimons, and applied them- 
ſelves to trade and navigation, particularly in the Ara- 
bian 
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bian gulf, They dealt in very rich commodities: pure 
gold, gold of Ophir, the topaz of Ethiopia, corals, pearls, 
&c. and became a very conſiderable kingdom; but they 


no began to feel the eſſects of Iſaac's prophecy, that e 


elder ſhould ſerve the younger ; tor thoſe that were not de- 
ſtroyed, were either brought into ſubjection by Joab, or 
fled with their young king into Egypt. 

Though David was engaged in wars abroad, he did not 
neglect the adminiſtration of juſtice at home; all his 
ſubjects were ſafe under his protection, and ſhared the 
fruits of his good government. He made choice of able 
miniſters to diſcharge the great offices of the ſtate. Toas 
was commander in chief of the forces; he was a valiant man; 
but there is reaſon to ſuppoſe, David would willingly 
have preferred another to his place, on account of his 
having murdered Amaſa; but that he could not remove 
him without raiſing commotions in the kingdom, as Joab 
had a great deal of power. 

JEHIEL was tutor and governor of the king's younger ſons. 
JEHoOSHAPHAT, the ſon of Ahilud, was recorder, or a re- 
membräncer or writer of chronicles. JONATHAN and SE- 
RAIAH were the ſcribes, or, (as is ſuppoſed) the principd? 
ſecretaries ate. The brave Bexatau, who had per- 
formed noble exploits, was the captain of the life- guard, 
called Cherethites and Pelethites. 

Cherethites was another name for P/i/i/tines; but we 
cannot ſuppoſe that David preferred thoſe who had been 
the inveterate enemies of his country (even 1t they were 
now become proſelytes to his own ſubjects: the moſt pro- 
bable conjecture therefore is, that the Cheret/ites were 
thoſe troops who had reſorted to him in his diſtreſs, gone 
along with him into Philiſtia, and adhered to him in his 
calamities. 


The Pelethites are ſuppoſed to have been thoſe who re- 
ſorted 
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Forted to him at Ziglag, whilſt he was ſtill under the 
protection of Achiſh, and might be denominated Pele- 
kites, from the name of their leader * Pe/et, the ſon of 
Azmaveth. 

ZADOK, the ſon of Ahitub, and ArrtmeLztcn, the ſon 
of Abiathar, were the prieſts; David's eldeſt ſons were 
chief rulers; AHiTHOPHEL was the king's cozr:ſelfor ; and 
Housna1, the Archite; was the king's companion. 

There were a number of other officers of ſtate in dif- 
ferent departments, 


Pd 


SECTION X. 
DAVID SENDETH FOR MEPHIBOSHETH, JONATHAN'S SON, 
From 2 Samuel, Chap. viii, ix. 


Axp David reignedover all Iſrael, and David executed 
judgment and juſtice unto all his people. 

And David ſaid, Is there yet any that is left of the 
houſe of Saul, that I may ſhew him kindneſs for Jona- 
than's ſake? And there was of the houſe of Saul, a ſer- 
vant whoſe name was Ziba; and when they had called 
him unto David, the king ſaid unto him, Art thou Ziba ? 
And he ſaid, Thy ſervant is he. | 

And the king ſaid, Is there not yet any of the houſe 
of Saul, that I may ſhew the kindneſs of Gop unto him? 
and Ziba ſaid unto the king, Jonathan hath yet a ſon, 
which 1s lame on his feet. / | 

And the king ſaid unto him, Where is he? And Ziba 
faid unto the king, Behold, he is in the houſe of Machir, 
the ſon of Ammiel, in Lo-debar. 

Then king David fent, and fetched him ont of the 
houſe of Machir, the ſon of Ammiel, from Lo-debar. 


* x Chron, xii. 13. 


| Now 


— 
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Now when Mephiboſheth the ſon of Jonathan, the 

ſon of Saul, was come unto David, he fell on his face, 
and did reverence. And David ſaid, CER And 
he anſwered, Behold thy ſervant. 

And David ſaid unto him, Fear not; for I will ſurely 
ſhew thee kindneſs, for Jonathan thy father's fake, and 
will reſtore thee all the land of Saul thy father, and thou 
ſhalt eat bread at my table continually. 

And he bowed himſelf, and ſaid, What is thy ſervant, 
that thou ſhouldeſt look upon ſuch a dead dog as I am? 


Then the king called to Ziba Saul's ſervant, and ſaid 


unto him, I have given unto thy maſter's ſon all that 
pertained to Saul, and to all his houſe. 
Thou therefore and thy ſons, and thy ſervants, ſhall till 


the land for him, and thou ſhalt bring in the fruits, that 


thy maſter's ſon's family may have food to eat : but Me- 
pliiboſheth thy maſter's ſon ſhall eat bread alway at my 
table. Now Ziba had fifteen ſons, and twenty ſervants. 

Then ſaid Ziba unto the king, According to all that 
my lord the king hath commanded his ſervant, ſo ſhall 
thy ſervant do. As for Mephiboſheth, ſaid the king, 
he ſhall eat at my table, as one of the king's ſons. 

And Mephiboſheth had a young ſon, whoſe name was 


Micha: and all that dwelt in the houſe of Ziba were 


ſervants unto Mephiboſheth. 

So Mephibotheth dwelt in Jeruſalem : for he did eat 
continually at the king's table: and was lame on both 
his feet. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


Whenever David enjoyed an interval of peace, he 
ſtudied to improve it to ſome good purpoſe ; his gratitude 
to Gop had lady been exerted in bringing back the Ark, 
and the pious deſigu of building a temple for public wor- 

ſhip : 


— 
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ſhip: religion was his firſt care, and the good of his ſub- \ 
jects was the next. ; 

No doubt he often recollected, with painful regret and 
tender ſorrow, his dear friend Jonathan; but whilſt his 
kingdom was in an unſettled ſtate, he could not with pro- 
priety.and ſafety introduce into his family one of Saul's 
race; - beſides, it is probable, David ſuppoſed Mephibo- 
ſheth was dead (as bis nurſe concealed him) and that he 
thought there were none of Jonathan's poſterity alive; 
but as his covenant with him remained firmly impreſſed 
on his memory, (as ſoon as he had regulated the affairs 
of the ſtate) he reſolved to ſhew kindneſs to any one of 
Saul's family for Jonathan's ſake ; and when he found on 
enquiry that there was ſtill a ſon of his beloved friend left, 
his heart panted with impatience to ſhew him kindneſs, 
to ſuccour and protect him. ; 

How kindly did David remove the fears of Mephibo- 
ſheth, and provide for the ſupport of his houthold, by 
giving him the paternal inheritance of Saul, and re- 
cei ving him into his own family 

Mephiboſheth was now raiſed from a ſtate of obſcurity 
and apprehenſion, to plenty, eaſe, and magnificence; he 
had an ample fortune, and was treated as one of the 
royal family; beſides all this, he enjoyed the confidence 
of the king, who without doubt took every opportunity 
of engaging bis gratitude, by acts of generoſity and ten- 
derneſs. So we find, that David was faithful in the per- 
formance of his promiſes, and did not ſuffer proſperity 
and ſucceſs to obliterate the remembrance of thoſe be- 
nefits which had been conferred on him in the time 
of his diſtreſs. Ho truly exemplary was liis conduct in 
this inſtance! 


Vor. III, D SECTION 
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SECTION XI. 


DAVID'S AMBASSADORS ABUSED BY THE AMMONITES. 
A WAR ENSUES *. 


Wurm David had ſettled the affairs of his kingdom, 
and teſtified his grateful reſpect for the memory of his 
dear friend Jonathan, he reſolved to diſcharge another 
debt of gratitude, by ſending a friendly embaſſy to Ha- 
nun, the ſon of Nahaſh, king of the Ammonites, to con- 


dole with him on the death of his father, who had on 
- - ſome occaſion ſhewed kindneſs to David, probably when | 


he was perſecuted by Saul, 
Inſtead of receiving this compliment as it was intended, 
Hanun was perſuaded by the princes of Ammon to re- 
gard it as an artifice of David's, to inform himſelf of the 
ſtrength of the city, that he might turn his arms againſt 
it; and as a mark of reſentment for this ſuppoſed offence, 
Hanun cauſed David's ambaſſadors to be ſeized, and di- 
rected that they ſhould have half their beards ſhaved off, 
and their garments cut ſhort, and in this condition be 


ſent back to their own country. 


This was a very great indignity, becauſe long beards 
and long garments were marks of honour and diſtinction; 
and cutting off the beard was a matter of the higheſt re- 
proach at that time; for it was inflicted in ſome places as 
a puniſhment for heinous offences, and was a particular 
inſult to the Jews, as their religion prohibited their cut- 


ting off any part of their beards. 


David, though he muſt naturally reſent this contemp- 
tuous and injarious treatment of his ambaſſadors, did not 
make any preparations for war, till the Ammonites, who 


#* 2 Sam. x. 


expected 
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expected to feel the effects of his reſentment, had hired 
confederates and taken the field. It was a fixed principle 
with David, never to indulge his own revenge againſt any 
people; we may therefore conclude, that he referred him- 
ſelf to Gop, and had permiſſion to ſend forth his army 
with Joab to repel the invaſion, | 

Joab inadvertently expoſed himſelf and his army to 
great danger, by not gaining proper information in re- | 
ſpect to the ſituation of the enemy; but with a happy 
preſence of mind, and proper confidence in Gop, he 
animated his ſoldiers by a noble ſpeech, and they drove 
their enemies before them. 'The ſentiments Joab ex- 
preſſed were ſuch as every commander, engaged in a 
proper cauſe, ſhould endeavour to inſpire into his ny 
when preparing for battle—To be of good courage; to 
acquit themſelves like men; and to leave the event hoy the 
battle to the Loxp or Hosrs. 

Whether the ſeaſon of the year was too far advanced 
to keep the field, or for what reaſon Joab returned to 
Jeruſalem, we are not told; but it ſeems, the Syrians ex- 
pected another attack, and prepared accordingly; when 
David learnt this, he collected his troops, and went againft 
them in perſon; a battle enſued, in which was thegreateſt 
ſlaughter that is recorded in any of David's wars. It is 
faid that David flew the men of ſeven hundred chariots 
of the Syrians, who were confederate with the Ammon- 
ites, and forty thouſand horſemen. | 

The gaining of this battle effectually finiſhed the Syrian 
war, and eſtabliſhed David's dominions on that fide; to 
the utmoſt extent of Gop's promiſe to Abraham. 

Now * was David advanced to the higheſt pitch of 
power and grandeur ; he had been ſucceſsful in eight ſe- 
veal wars, all righteouſly begun; and what is very ex- 
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. had fanght no battle which he did not win, 
and aſſaulted no city Winch he did not take — but Ae 
Lonxp was with him.” 1 8 
oh Ps * 


SECTION XII. 


DAVID CAUSETH URIAH TO BE SLAIN IN BATTLE=—AND 
TAKETH BATHSHEBA TO BE HIS WIFE, 


From 2 Samuel, Chap. xi. xii. 


_ Avpitcame to paſs, that after the year was expired, 
at the time when kings go forth to battle, that David 


ſent Joab and his ſervants with him, and all Iſrael ; and 


they deſtroyed the children of Ammon, and beſieged 
Rabbah: but David tarried ſtill at Jeruſalem. 

And it came to paſs, that as David walked on the roof 
of his houſe, that he beheld a woman, and the was 

And David ſent and enquired after her, and one ſaid, 
1s not this Bathſheba, the wife of Uriah the Hittite, And 
David ſent meſſengers and took her, but the woman re- 
turned to her huſband's houſe. 

And it came to paſs that David wrote a letter to Joab, 


_ faying, Set ye Uriah in the forefront of the hotteſt battle; 


and retire ye from him, that be may be ſmitten, and die. 

And it came to paſs when Joab obſerved the city, that 
he aſſigned Uriah unto a place where he knew that vali- 
ant men were. 

And the men of the city went out, and fought with 
Joab: and there fell ſome of the people of the ſervants of 
David, and Uriah the Hittite died alſo. 

Then Joab ſent, and told David all the things concern- 

the war. 


| And charged the meſſenger, ſaying, When thou haſt 
made 


| a id. ans Ih. ans Bi. 


% 


made an end of telling the matters of the war unto the 


king, and if ſo be that the King's wrath ariſe, and he 
ſay unto thee, Wherefore approached ye ſo nigh unto 
the city when ye did fight? knew ye not that they would 
ſhoot from the wall ? 

Who {mote Abimelech the ſon of. Jerub- beſheth? did 
not a woman caſt a piece of a mill - ſtone upon him from 
the wall, that he died in Thebez? why went ye nigh the 
wall? then ſay thou, Thy ſervant Uriah the 0! 


dead alſo. 


So the meſſenger went, and came and — David 
all that Joab had ſent him for. | 
And the meſſenger ſaid unto David, Surely the men 
prevailed againſt us, and came out unto us into the field, 
and we were upon them even unto the e of che 
ate. 
l And the ſhooters ſhot from off the wall upon thy 9 
vants, and ſome of the king's ſervants be dead, 14 ay 
ſervant Uriah the Hittite 1s dead alſo, , 

Then David ſaid unto the meſſenger, Thus malt thou 
ſay unto Joab, Let not this thing diſpleaſe thee: for the 
ſword devoureth one as well as another: make thy battle 
more ſtrong againſt the city, and mal. it; and en- 
courage thou him. 

And when the wife of Uriah heard thas Uriah her 
huſband was dead, ſhe mourned for her huſband, 

And when the mourning was paſt, David ſent, and 
fetched her to his houſe, and ſhe became his wite, and 
bare him a ſon: but the thing that David e dif- 
pleaſed the Lonv. 

And the Lokp ſent Nathan unto David: 4 he came 
unto him, and ſaid unto him, There were two men in one 
city; the one rich and the other poor. 

The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds : 

93 a but 
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but the poor man had nothing fave one little ewe-lamb, 
which he had bought and nouriſhed up: and it grew up 
together with him, and with his children; it did eat of 
his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay 1 in his 
boſom, and was unto him as a daughter. 
And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he 
ſpared to take of his own flocks, and of his own herd, to 
dreſs for the wayfaring man that was come unto him, but 
took the poor man's lamb, and dreſſed it for the man 
that was come to him. 

And David's anger was greatly kindled againſt the 
man, and he ſaid to Nathan, As the Lord liveth, the 


man that hath done this thing, ſhall ſurely die. 


- And he ſhall reftore the lamb four-fold, becauſe hedid 


this thing, and becauſe he had no pity. 


And Nathan ſaid to David, Thou art the man. 

Thus faith the Lonp Gop of Iſrael, I anointed thee 
king over Iſrael, and I delivered thee out of the hand of 
Saul: and I gave thee thy maſter's houſe, and I gave thee 
the houſe of Iſrael, and of Judah; and if that had been 
too little, I would moreover have given unto thee ſuch 
and ſuch things. 

Wherefore haſt thou deſpiſed the commandment of the 
Lox, to do evil in his ſight? thou haſt killed Uriah the 
Hittite with the ſword, and haſt taken his wife to be thy 
wife, and haſt ſlain him with the ſword of the children 


| Amen. 


Now therefore the ſword ſhall never depart from thine 
houſe; 'becguſe thou haſt deſpiſed me, and haſt taken 
the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. $ 

Thus ſaith the Lord, Behold, I will raiſe up evil unto 
thee out of thine own houſe, for thou didſt it ſecretly, 
bat I will do this thing before Iſrael, and before the ſun. 

And David ſaid unto Nathan, I have ſinned againſt 

the 
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the Loxp. And Nathan ſaid unto David, The Lonp alſo 
bath put away thy ſin; thou ſhalt not die, | 
Howbeit, becauſe by this deed thou haſt given great 
occaſion to the enemies of the Loxp. to blaſpheme, the 
child alſo that is born unto thee, ſhall ſurely die. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


It is ſhocking to read, that David, who was ſo well 
acquainted with his duty, ſhould commit ſuch enormous 
crimes. 'The fin of taking another man's wife, which is 
called adultery, was forbidden under the Jewiſh law on 
pain of death ; yet Dayid was not only guilty of it, but 
added treachery and murder to it! It is needleſs to en- 
large on the nature of his offences, for our own reaſon 
tells us that they were very great. Nothing can be 
ſaid in excuſe for David; and it is to be feared, that proſ- 
perity had made him leſs attentive to the performance of 
his relizious exerciſes, or they would have kept his mind 
from defiring what Gop's law forbad him to covet: as 
his crime was of a moſt heinous nature, the Loxp ſent 
Nathan to bring him to public confeſſion. Nathan exe- 
cuted his commiſſion with ſo much judgment and addreſs, 
that-the king, without knowing it, pronounced ſentence 
on himſelf. Did 4e deſerve to die who had taken his 
neighbour's lamb? How much more ie who had taken 
his neighbour's wife, and cauſed him to be ſlain; who 
had abuſed Gop's bounty, and l the command- 
ment of the Lok p. 

David did not offer to extenuate his guilt, but, ſtung 
with ſhame, and oppreſſed with a dread of the Divine 
vengeance, ſo juſtly due, he acknowledged his ſin; and 
the Lonxp, knowing that his penitence was fincere, to 
ſave him from deſpair, permitted Nathan to aſſure him, 
that he would ſpare lis life, and ſave him from eternal 

D 4 _ death; 
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death ; but it was neceſſary, for the honour of Gop, that 
ſome exemplary puniſhment ſhould fall on ſuch a fin- 
ner; leſt blaſphemous men thould ſay, the Lon was par- 
tial in his dealings, and a reſpecter of perſons : and we ſhall 
find, that all the evils, which Nathan foretold, fell _ 
David afterwards. 

As ſoon as the king found that his guilt was known to 
the world, he refolved to do all in his power to wipe off 
the reproach he had brought on that holy religion, which 
he had taken ſuch pains to propagate ; and make all poſ-- 
ſible reparation for his offence, both to Gop and man. 
Could the blood of thouſands of burnt ſacrifices have 
waſhed away the ſtain of | guilt from his pollated mind, 
gladly would he have offered them ; but for ſuch crimes, 
the only ſacrifice that could be acceptable to the Lozxp 
was, repentance and public humiliation; he therefore re- 
ſolved to make * a public confeſſion before his people, 
and for this purpoſe compoſed the following pſalm, com- 
manding it to be ſung in the tabernacle, in the preſence 

| of the congregation, himſelf attending, and proſtrate 
| before the throne of mercy. 


| 
| | ade mercy upon me, O Gon, according to Thy loving 


| | kindneſs, according unto the multitude of Thy tender mercies 
il | blot out my tranſgreſſions. 
| Waſh me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanſe me 
I from my ſin. 
| For 1 acknowledge my tranſgrg ons. and my * 15 ever 
| before me. 4 


| in Thy fight: that Thou mighteſt be juſt! ified when Thou ſpeak- 
1 eft, and be clear when Thou judgeft. 
| Behold, Twas ſhapen in iniquity : and in ſin did my * 


conceive me. : 
1 | * Delany's Life of David. 
1 : | Behold, 


. D Thee nh, Sear {fined and dane this coil. 
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Behold, Thou defireft truth in the inward parts; and in 
the hidden part Thou ſhalt make me to know wiſdom® 
Purge me with Mp, and 1 ſhall be clean: waſh my 


and 1 fhall be whiter than ſnow, 
Make me to hear joy and gladnefs : chew rhe Jane wake 
hou haſt broken may rejoice. ; > 


ties. 

e me a clean heart, whey and ren a right 
ſpirit wouthin me. 

Caft me not away from Thy preſence; and take no, Thy ' 
holy Spirit from me. 

Reflore unto me the joy of Thy ſalvation; ; and uphold me 
with Thy free ſpirit. 

Then will I teack tranſgrefſors Thy ways, and ſinners 
all be converted unto Thee. 

Deliver me from blood-guiltineſs, O Gov, Thou Gov of 

my ſalvation: and my tongue ſhall ing aloud of Thy righs 
teouſneſs, 
O LokD, open Thou my lips, and my al all. fhew 
forth Thy praiſe. | | 

For Thou defireft not ſacrifice, elſe would I give it: Thou 
delighteſt not in burnt-offering. 

The ſacrifices of Gop are a broken ſpirit : a broken and a 
contrite heart, O Gop, Thou wilt not deſpiſe. I 

Do good in Thy good pleaſure unto Zion: HY Thou the 


walls of Feruſalem. 
Then ſhalt Thou be pleaſed Twith the abies of ri lebe. 


neſs, with burnt-offering, and whole burnt-offering ; lien 


N ſhall they offer bullocks upon Thine altar. 


Let us ſuppoſe that we behold the greateſt monarch 
upon earth thus humbled for his fins before Gop, con- 
telling his crime with contrition and confuſion of face, 

D 5 calling 
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calling out for mercy, and imploring pardon in the pre- 
ſence of his meaneſt ſubjects ; and we cannot but feel the 
greateſt abhorrence of guilt, which alone could reduce 
him to ſuch a ſituation. Beſides the diſpleaſure of Goo, 
and the reproach he had brought on religion, David was 
ſcorned by his enemies, and inſulted by his inferiors : 
ſarely no one will be encouraged to imitate him in his 
crimes; for ſuppoſing that they could even be certain os 


practiſing the ſame degree of penitence, what pleaſure on 


earth can be worth ſo dear a purchaſe ? But we ſhall be 
able to comprehend his accumulated diſtreſs better from 
his own words, than from any other deſcription of it. 


Ia weary of my crying, my throat is dried: mine eyes 


fail while T wait for my Gon. 


O Gop, Thou r and my fins are not 
fad from Thee, ; 

Let not them that wwait on Thee, O Lonp Gop of hofts, 
be aſhamed for my ſake : let not thoſe that ſeek Thee, be con- 


| founded for Tay ſake, O Go of Iſrael. 


Becauſe for Thy ſake T have borne reproach : ſhame hath 
covereth my face. _ 

I am become a flranger unto my brethren, and an alien 
wnto my mother's children. 
For the zeal of Thine houſe hath eaten me ap; and the 
reproaches of them that reproached Thee, are fallen upon me. 

Wien I Tvept, and chaftened my ſoul with faſting, that 
Was to my reproach. 

1 made ſackcloth alſo my garment : and I became 1 
verb to tem. 

They that fit in the gate, ſpeak againſt me; py Taas the 
fong of the drunkards, 

But as for me, my prayer is unto Thee, 0 Loo, in an 


* Pſalm lxix. 
acceptable 
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arceptable time : OGob, in the multitude of e 
me, in the truth of Thy ſalvation. 

© Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not fink : ens 
delivered from them that hate me, and out of the deep waters, 

Let not the wwater-flood overflow me, neither let the deep 
ſwallow me up, and let not the pit ſJuut her mouth upon me. 

Hear me, O Lox, for Thy loving kindneſs is good; turn 
unto me according to the multitude of Thy tender mercies. 

And hide not Thy face from Ons JOE 
trouble: hear me ſpeedily. 

Draw nigh unto my ſoul, and redeem it : deliver me be- 
cauſe of mine enemies, 

Thou haft known my 7 e 2 and my 
diſhonour : mine adverſaries are all before thee 

Reproach hath broken my heart, and I am fall of heavi- 
neſs and I hoked for ſome to take pity, but there was none; 
and for comforters, but I found none. 


SECTION XIV. 


DAVID'S CHILD Is STRUCK WITH SICKNESS. 
HIS SORROW ON THAT OCCASION, AND BEHAVIOUR | 
WHEN HE DIETH. 


Prom 2 Samuel, Chap. xii. 


Axp Nathan departed unto his houſe: and the Lord 
ſtruck the child that Uriah's wife bans unto. David, and 
it was very ſick. | 

David therefore beſought Gop for the child, and 
David faſted, and went in, and lay all night upon the 
earth, 

And the elders of his houſe aroſe, and went to him, to 
raiſe him up from the earth: but he would not, neither 
did he cat bread with them. 

. And 
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And it came to paſs on the ſeventh day, that the child 
died: and the ſervants of David feared to tell him that 
the child was dead: for they ſaid, Behold, while the 
child was yet alive, we ſpake unto him, and he would 
not hearken unto our voice: how will he then vex him- 
ſelf, if we tell him that the child is dead? _ | 

But when David ſaw that his ſervants whiſpered, 


David perceived that the child was dead : therefore David 


Ra EO ERA And they ſaid, 
He is dead. 

Then David aroſe from the earth, ki waſhed and 
anointed himſelf, and changed his apparel, and came into 
the houſe of the Loxp, and worſhipped : then he came 
to his own houſe, and when he ego, they ſet bread 
before him, and he did eat. 61 

Then ſaid his ſervants unto him, What thing i is this 
that thou haſt done? thou didſt faſt and weep for the 
child while it was alive, but when the child was dead, 
thou didſt riſe and eat bread, | 
And he ſaid, While the child was yet alive, I faſted 
and wept: for I ſaid, Who can tell whether Gop will be 
gracious to me, that the child may live? but now he is 
dead, wherefore ſhould I faſt? can I bring him back 
again ? I ſhall go to-him, but he ſhall not return to me. 

And David comforted Bathſheba his wife, and ſhe 
bare a ſon and called his name Solomon ; and 5 Lozp 
loved him. 

And he fent by the hand of Nathan the 8 nod 
he called his name Jedidiah, becauſe of the Lon p. 


- ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


It was very natural for David, in his peculiar ſituation, 
to feel the moſt pungent ſorrow on account of the ſickneſs 
of his child, though it was ſo very young; for he ſuffered 
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on this occaſion, a3 a ſinner, as well as a parent; but 
when it was dead, we find e ceaſed to grieve, for he 
knew it was his duty to ſubmit with patience and refig- 
nation to the Divine will; and to reconcile himſelf to the 
death of the child, fince its ſufferings were at an end, 
and it was no longer an object of tender commiſeration. 
In this inſtance David ſet an excellent example to all 
parents, who meet with a fimilar affliction ; but what ſupe- 
rior conſolation mayChriſtians derive from the hope which 
the Goſpel affords, that their beloved infants, when taken 
from them, are unmediately received by their merciful 
Saviour, and admitted to a ſuperlative degree of happi- 
neſs in the regions of bliſs ! If then parents wiſh to meet 
again thoſe whom they have refigned with ſuch heart- 
rending pangs, let them have a more particular regard 
to regulate their lives by the rules of the Goſpel, imi- 
tating little children in ſimplicity, humility, and purity 
of heart, that they may hereafter with them always be- 
hold the face of their Father which is in heaven *. | 
How gracious was the Lonxp in ſending Nathan with 

a meflage of conſolation, from which David derived hopes 
that his penitence was acceptable, and his prayer heard. 
He now reſolved to bear all the temporal evils that had 
been threatened, with patience and reſignation ;. fince 
Gop had not ca him out from his preſence, nor aalen his 
Holy Spirit from him f. In this particular, his behaviour 
affords another exemplary leſſon to 8 | 


2 
* Matt. xviit. 


+ As David's crime in reſpect to Uriah is a great ſubje& of derifion to 
SCOFFERS, I beg leave to refer my readers to his Life, written by Dr. 
Chandler and Dr. Delany, for a ſatisfactory aiſcuſſion of the ſubject, as the 
nature of my plan will not admit of my-producing the arguments which 
are given by them in extenuation of his guilt, * 
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SECTION xv. 
DAVID SUBDUES THE AMMONITES®, 


Tax Iſraelites continued to carry on the war with the 
Ammonites, from whence we may ſuppoſe, that they had 
been intimidated by the death of Uriah and his brave 
followers, and had not proceeded with ſo much vigour 
as before, and that the enemy made a more reſolute re- 
fiſtance: at length, however, Joab made a breach in that 
part of the city where their reſervoirs of water were, 
which reduced them to the neceſſity of ſubmitting ; Joab 
then exhorted king David to come and put a finiſhing 
hand to the ſiege. | 

This was an expedition which came very ſeaſonably 
to remove David's melancholy, to relieve his diſtreſs, and 


to blot out from the minds of his ſubjects the memory 


of his guilt in relation to Uriah, and alſo to revive his 


glory in arms. Rabbah was a royal and populous eity, 


the metropolis of Arabia Felix, watered, and in ſome 
meaſure ſurrounded, by the river Jabbok. It had its 
name from its grandeur, and was now in the height of 
its glory ; and we may ſuppoſe, that the taking of it 
brought a great acceſſion of glory to David, as we are 
told it.did of wealth. 
It is ſaid that the weight of the king Rabbah's crown, 
which David took from his head, was a talent gold f. 
This text is fuppoſed to be tranſlated wrong, and that it 
ſhould be ſaid, the value of the crown, with the precious 
ſtones, made a talent of gold, amounting to about 50007. 
It appears that the king of Rabbah was depoſed, and 
David crowned in his ſtead; this king was Hanun, who 


N * 2 Sam. xii. 


* pl N 


had 
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had treated David's ambaſſadors with ſo much indignity ; 
and it is imagined that David made obi, another fon 
of Nahaſh, his viceroy at Rabbah; for in a- ſubſequent 
part of this hiftory, it is ſaid, that Shobi was in friend- 
ſhip with David, and ſhewed him great kindnelb,. 
David has been greatly cenſured for his treatment of 
his priſoners in this defeat. It is ſaid, that he brought 
them forth, and put them under ſaws, and under har- 
rows of iron; and that he made them paſs through the 
brick-kilns. To be ſure it is dreadful to read of ſuch tor- 
tures; but if they were aQually inflicted, it could only 
have been by way of retaliation. The Iſraelites were raiſed 
up.on purpoſe to be a ſcourge upon every vice and enor- 
mity in the idolatrous nations; and it was an invariable, 
and fixed point of duty, to retort upon thoſe ſinners, 
every cruelty they had committed. But there is ano- 
ther way of explaining this text, which is, I think, more 
ſatis factory: a learned * author aſſures us, that it * 
be tranflated, he brought forth the inhabitants of it, and 
put them to the ſaw, to iron mines, and to iron axes; and, 
tranſported them to the brick-kilns; that is, he reduced 
them to ſlavery, and put them to the moſt ſervile em- 
ployments ; ſoine to one kind of labour, ſome to another, 
by which means he brought them into entire ſubjection. 
It is certain that David did not deſtroy all the Ammo- 
nites; becauſe we read, that in the reigns of future 
kings of Iſrael, they were very numerous. - 
After this memorable victory, David, with his whole 
army, returned to Jeruſalem, 


#* Chandler's Life of Dayid. 
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SECTION XVI. 
ABSALOM KILLETH HIS BROTHER AMNON, 


From 2 Sam. Chap. xiii, xiv. 


A Abſalom David's ſon hated his brother Amnon, 
becauſe he had done evil to his ſiſter Tamar. 

And it came to paſs, that Abſalom had ſheep-ſhearers 
in Baal-hazor, which is beſide Ephraim: and Abſalom 
invited all the king's ſons. 

And Abſalom came to the king, and ſaid, Behold now 
thy fervant hath ſheep-ſhearers, let the king, I beicoch 
thee, and his ſervants, go with thy ſervant. : 

And the king ſaid to Abſalom, Nay, my ſon, let us 
not all now go, left we be chargeable unto thee. And 
he preſſed him: howbeit he would not go, but bleſſed. 
Then ſaid Abfalom, If not, I pray thee, let my bro- 
ther Amnon go with us. And the king ſaid unto him, 
Why ſhould he go with thee? but Abſalom preſſed 

him, that he let Amnon and all the king's ſons go with 
him. 

Now Abſalom had commanded his ſervants, ſaying, 
Mark ye now when Amnon's heart is merry with wine, 
and when I ſay unto you, Smite Amnon, then kill him, 
fear not: have I not commanded you ? be courageous, 
and be valiant. 

And the ſervants of Abſalom did unto Amnon as 
Abſalom had commanded : then all the king's ſons aroſe, 
and every man gat him up upon his mule, and fled. 

And it came to paſs while they were in the way, that 
tidings came to David, ſaying, Abſalom hath ſlain all 
the king's ſons, and there 1s not one of them lett. 

f | Then 
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Then the king aroſe, and tare his garments, and lay 
on the earth; and all his ſervants ſtood by with their 

clothes rent. 

And Jonadab the_ſon of Shimeah, David's dn, 
anſwered and ſaid, Let not my lord ſuppoſe that they 
have flain all the young men the king's ſons ; for Am- 
non only is dead: for by the appointment of Abſalom 
hath this been determined. | 

Now therefore let not my lord the king take the 
thing to his heart, to think that all the king's ſons are 
dead : for Amnon only is dead, 

But Abſalom fled. And the young man that kept 
the watch, lift up his eyes, and looked, and behold, there 
came much people by the way of the *. behind 
him. 

And Jonadab ſaid unto the king, Behold, the king's 
ſons come : as thy ſervant ſaid ſo it is, | 
And it came to paſs as ſoon as he had made an end 
of ſpeaking, that behold, the king's ſons came, and lift 
up their yoice and wept : and the king alſo, and all his 
ſervants, wept very ſore, 

But Abſalom fled and went to Talmai, the ſon of Am- 
mihud, king of Geſhur: and David mourned for his ſon 
every day. | 

So Abſalom fled, and went to Geſhur, and was there 
three years. 

And the foul of king David longed to go forth unto 
Abſalom: for he was comforted ep Amnon, 
ſeeing he was dead. 

Now Joab the ſon of Zeruiah pervcived that the king's 
heart was toward Abſalom, 

And he entreated the king. And the king ſaid unto 
Joab, Go and bring the young man [Abſalom again. 

And Joab fell to the ground on his tace, and' bowed 
himſelf, 


> —— 
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| himſelf, and thanked the king: and Joab ſaid, To-day 
thy ſervant knoweth that I have found grace in thy 


ſight, my lord, O king, in that the king hath fulfilled 


the requeſt of his ſervant. _ 
© So Joab aroſe and, went to Geſhur, and brought Ab- 


falom to Jeruſalem. _ 
And the king ſaid, Let him turn to his own houſe, 


and let him not ſee my face. So Abſalom returned to 


his own houſe, and ſaw not the king's face. 

But in all Iſrael there was none to be ſo much praiſed 
as Abſalom for his beauty : from the ſole of his foot even 
to the crown of his head there was no blemith in him. 

And when he polled his head, (for it was at every 
year's end that he polled it: becauſe the hair was heavy 
on him, therefore he polled it :) he weighed the hair 
of his head at two Hundred 2 after the Weh 
weight. | 

And unto Abſalom there were born tans ſons, and 
one daughter, whoſe name was Tamar : ſhe was a wo- 
man of a fair conntenance. 

So Abſilom dwelt two full years in Jeruſalem, and 
faw not the king's face. 

Therefore Abſalom ſent for Joab, to have ſent him to 
the king ; but he would not come to him; and when 
he ſent again the ſecond time, he would not come. 

Therefore he ſaid unto his ſervants, See, Joab's field is 
near mine, and he hath barley there; go, and ſet it on 


fire. And Abſalom's ſervants ſet the field on fire. 


Then Joab aroſe and came to Abſalom unto his houſe, 


and ſaid unto him, Wherefore have thy ſervants ſet my 


field on fire ? — — 
And Abſalom anſwered Joab, Behold, T ſent unto thee, 
ſaying, Come hither that I may ſend thee to the king, 
to tay, Wherefore am I come from Geſhur? it had been 
| good 
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good for me to have been there ſtill : now therefore let 
me ſee the king's face; and if there be any iniquity 
in me, let him kill me. 

So Joab came to the king, and-told him. And when 
- he had called for Abſalom, he came to the king, and 
bowed himſelf on his face to the ground before the 
king. And the king kiſſed Abſalom, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


The prophecy of Nathan now began to be fulfilled 
upon David before his eyes: the ſword was brought into 
his houſe, and not likely to depart from it. The ſacred 
hiſtorian moſt pathetically deſcribes David's diſtreſs on 
this afflicting occaſion, by which he was deprived of two 
of his ſons; for one was killed by the unnatural and 
barbarous command of his brother, and the murderer 

was obliged to flee away, in order to ſecure e! from 
public juſtice. 

It appears from Abſalom's ſubſequent conduct, that 
he was actuated to the cruel deed, partly by reſentment, © 
and partly by ambition, for he aſpired to the crown; 
and when Amnon was removed, he was the eldeſt ſon ; 
it was ſuppoſed that Chileab was dead, as no mention 
is made of him. 

Abſalom was the ſon of Maachah, daughter of Tal- 
mai, king of Geſhur, How it came to paſs that David 
made an alliance with a foreign princeſs, we are not in- 
formed; but it is ſuppoſed, that ſhe was a proſelyte to 
the Jewiſh religion. Had David obſerved the command 
of Gop given by Moſes, that the king /hould not multiply 
- wives to himſelf, he would, in all probability, have 
eſcaped a variety of fins, and conſequently many miſ- 
_ fortunes; but in thoſe days it was the cuſtom to have a 
great many wives; and as David had no more than was 


1 uſual, 
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uſual, we may ſuppoſe he did not think he was wrong 
in this particular. 

Joab (either from affection, or to make his court to 
the king) invented an ingenious artifice in order to have 
Abſalom recalled *; the thing was managed with great 
Ingenuity and addreſs, and without doubt Dayid was 
greatly pleaſed with it ; but much as he longed to ſee 
Abſalom, he reſtrained his wiſhes, leſt he ſhould be 
thought to countenance his ſin, 

Abſalom, we find, was remarkable for his "IEG and 
infinuating diſcourſe; he made uſe of theſe advantages 
to gain popularity; and perhaps perſuaded the people to 
think that he was fully juſtified in killing Amnon, and 
that his father was too rigid in baniſhing him his pre- 
fence on that account, 

Though Joab had taken ſuch pains to prevail on Da- 

vid to ſuffer Abſalom to come back to ] eruſalem, he 
had too much policy to be very urgent for his return to 
court, becauſe it was likely, that his own intereſt and in- 
fluence might be leſſened by it. 
It was very mortifying to a vain young man t 
be detained in obſcurity; therefore, when Abſalom 
found his meſſages were neglected, he determined to 
ſhew his reſentment.; what David felt when he ſaw Ab- 
ſalom, is eaſier to imagine than deſcribe. 


SECTION XVII 


ABSALOM FORMETH A CONSPIRACY, AND DELUDETH 
THE PEOPLE, | 


| From 2 Sam. Chap. xv. 
Ao it came to paſs after this, that Abſalom 8 


See 2 Sam. ch. xiv. | 
him 


— 
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him chariots, and horſes, and fifty men to run before 
And Abſalom roſe up early, and ſtood beſide the way 
of the gate: and it was ſo, that when any man that had 
a controverſy came to the king for judgment, then Ab- 
ſalom called unto him, and ſaid, Of what city art thou? 
And he ſaid, Thy ſervant is of one of the' tribes of 
Iſrael, We. 

And Abſalom ſaid unto him, See thy matters are ons 
and right, but there is no man deputed of the king to 


Abſalom ſaid moreover, Oh that I were made judge 
in the land, that every man which hath any ſuit or cauſe, _ 

might come unto me, and I would do him juſtice, 

And it was ſo, that when any man came nigh to him 
to do him obeiſance, he put forth his hand, and took 
him and kiſſed him. | | 
And on this manner did Abſalom to all Iſrael that 
came to the king for judgment: ſo Abſalom ſtole the 
hearts of the men of Iſrael. 

And it came to paſs that Abſalom faid unto the king, 
I pray thee let me go and pay my vow, which I have 

d unto the Lon, in Hebron. 
For thy ſervant vowed a vow while I abode at Geſhur 
in Syria, ſaying, If the Loxp ſhall bring me again, in- 
_ deed to Jeruſalem, then I will ſerve the Lox. 
And the king ſaid unto him, Go in peace. So he aroſe 
and went to Hebron, 

But Abſalom ſent ſpies throughout all the tribes of 
Iſrael, ſaying, As ſoon as ye hear the ſound of the trum- 
pet, then ye ſhall fay, Abſalom reigneth in Hebron, 

And with Abſalom went two hundred men out of Je- 
ruſalem, that were called, and they went in their fim- 
phcity, and they knew not any thing. | 
2 | And 
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| And Abſalom ſent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, Da- 
vid's counſellor, from his city, even from Giloh, while 
he offered ſacrifices: and the ' conſpiracy was ſtrong; 
for the people increaſed continually with Abſalom. 

And there came a meſſenger to David, ſaying, The 
hearts of the men of Iſrael are after Abſalom. 

And David faid unto all his ſervants that were with 
him at Jeruſalem, Ariſe, and let us flee; for we ſhall 
not elſe eſcape from Abſalom : make ſpeed to depart, 
leſt he overtake us ſuddenly, and bring evil upon us, 
and ſmite the city with the edge of the ſword. 5 

And the king's ſervants ſaid unto the king, Behold, 
thy ſervants are ready to do whatſoever my lord 8 
king ſhall appoint. 

And the king went forth, and all his houſhold after 
him: and the king left ten women to keep the houſe. ' 

5 And the king went forth, and all the people aſter him, 
E and tarried in a place that was far off. | 

And all his ſervants paſſed on beſide him: and all the 

Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and all the Gittites, 
fix hundred men which came after him from Cath, 
paſſed on before the king. 

Then ſaid the king to Ittai the Gittite, Wherefore 
goeſt thou alſo with us? return to thy place, and abide 
with the king: for tliou art a ſtranger, and alſo an exile. 

Whereas thou cameſt but yeſterday, ſhould I this day 
make thee to go up and down with us? ſeeing I go 
whither I may, return thou, and take back thy brethren : 

"mercy and truth be with the. 
And Ittai anſwered the king, and ſaid, As the LorD 
liveth, ſurely in what place my lord the king ſhall be, 
| whether in death or life, even there alſo will thy ſer- 
| vant be. 
IG And David ſaid to Ittai, Go, and paſs over. And Ittai 
| | the 


* 
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the Gittite paſſed over and all his men, and all the little 
ones that were with him. 


And all the country wept with a loud voice, and all 


the people paſſed over: the king alſo himſelf paſſed over 
the brook Kidron, and all the people paſſed over, to- 
ward the way of the wilderneſs. 

And lo Zadok alſo, and all the Levites were with 
him, bearing the ark of the covenant of Gop, and they 


ſet down the ark of Gop ; and Abiathar went up, until 


all the people had done paſling out of the city. 

And the king ſaid unto Zadok, Carry back the ark of 
Gop into the city: if I ſhall find favour in the eyes of 
the Loxp, he will bring me again, and ſhew me both it, 
and his habitation. _ 

But if he thus ſay, I have no delight ia thee: behold, 
here am I, let him do to me as ſeemeth good unto him. 

The king ſaid alſo unto, Zadok, the prieſt, Art not 
thou a ſeer? return into the city in peace, and your two 
ſons with you, Ahimaaz thy ſon, and Jonathan the ſon 
of Abiathar, 

See, I will tarry in the plain of the lie? i until 
there come word from you to certify me. 

Zadok therefore and Abiathar carried the ark of Gop 
again to Jeruſalem ; and they tarried there. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


It is reaſonable to think, that David, as his ſons grew 
up, gave each of them ſome patrimony ; and perhaps 
Abſalom's might be increaſed by preſents from bis grand- 
father, the king of Gethur, It ſeems he was determined 
to make a hgure, and to have an equipage ſuitable to 
the king's eldeſt ſon ; he had learnt how the princes of 
other nations were attended, and reſolved to multiply 

Roorſes to himſelf, inſtead of riding on a mule like his fa- 
4 ther, 
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wer David's tenderneſs prevented his taking any 
meaſures to repreſs the pride of Abſalom, or correct his 


folly, and the next ſtep of this ungracious ſon was to 


Neal the hearts of the people. Nothing is eaſier, that 


for an artful perſon to prejudice the idle and ignorant 
part of a nation againſt its governors, for they are tov 
apt to impute all the evils which are naturally attendant 
on the lower ftations of life, to the opprefiion and in- 
juftice of thoſe who have the adminiftration of public 
affairs; and to think the king, in particular, accountable 
for every thing they ſuffer. It does not appear that Da- 
vid was at all remiſs or negligent; on the contrary, he 
determined all great cauſes himſelf, and had appointed 
men of abilities and integrity to decide others: thoſe 
perſons therefore, who liſtened to the wicked infinaa- 
tions of his ſon, were very ungrateful. 

David was ſtruck with the utmoſt conſternation, bien 
he heard that Abſalom had actually raiſed a conſpiracy 
againft him; and we may imagine, from his behaviour 
on this occaſion, that the remembrance of his fin in re- 
ſpect to Uriah ruſhed full on bis mind, and the threatening 
denounced by Nathan, that ev/ /hould riſe up againſt hin 
out of his muny/wuſe : he therefore called no council, but, 
like a true penitent, humbly ſubmitted to the Sapreme 
Being. He had ſuch a preference for Jeruſalem on ac- 
Count of the ark, that he could not bear to make it a 
ſcene of blood, but reſolved on an haſty flight, leſt Ab- 
falom ſhonid come upon it ſuddenly. 

Notwithſtanding Abſalom had drawn away ſo many, 
David had ftill ſome faithful friends left, who were de- 
termined to ſupport him in every. extremity, _ 

It * is ſuppoſed that the Philiſtines had heard of Ab- 
Lon s rebellion, and reſolved to take that opportunity 
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of freeing themſelves from their ſubjection to Iſrael; 
and for that purpoſe drove out all thoſe who favoured 
David's government, amongſt whom was Ittai and his 
followers, whoſe arrival was very providential for Da 
vid at this juncture; they were by birth Philiſtines of 
Gath, but it is imagined they were Jewiſh proſelytes. 

David would not preſume to have the ark carried be- 
fore him, when he was ſenfible he was ſuffering the 
chaſtiſement of the Loxp; and therefore ſent back 
the prieſts, after having ſettled the means of carrying on 
a correſpondence with them. 

No wonder that the people wept at ka an affeding 
ſight, for the bare relation of it muſt raiſe painful emo- 
tions in the mind of every reader. Let us ſuppoſe that 
we behold a king, venerable for his years and viftories, 
renowned for wiſdom and piety, honoured as a prophet 


of the Lon, reduced to ſuch diftreſs ; flying from a 


city which he had built and fortified, and ſeeking ſhelter 
in a deſert, whilſt a whole country loudly lamented his 
fate! 


' SECTION XVIII. 


DAVID ASCENDETH MOUNT OLIVET—AHITHOPHEL JO1N- 
ETH WITH ABSALOM—HUSHAI FOLLOWETH DAVID, 


From 2 Sam. Chap. xv. 


AnD David went np by the aſcent of mount Olivet, 
and wept as he went up, and had his head covered, and 
he went barefoot : and all the people that was with 
him, covered every man his head, and they went up, 
weeping as they went up. 

And one told David, ſaying, Ahithophel is among 
the conſpirators with Abſalom. And David ſaid, O 

Vo“. III. E Lon, 
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Lon, I pray thee, wad the . of Ahithophel into 
— 
And it came to paſs, that whit David was come to 
| the top of the mount, where he worſhipped Gop, be- 

hold, Huſliai the Archite came to meet him, with his 
coat rent, and earth upon his head : Unto whom David 
ſaid, If thou pfſaeſt on with me, then thou ſhalt be a 
burden unto me, 

But if thou return to the chez, and a unto Abſalom, 
J will be thy fervant, O king; as I have been thy fa 
ther's ſervant hitherto, ſo will I now alſo be thy ſeryant: 
then mayeſt thou for me defeat the counſel of Ahi- 
thophel. 

And haſt thou not there with thes Zadok and Abia- 
thar the prieſt ? therefore it ſhall be, that what thing 
ſoever thou ſhalt hear out of the king's honſe, thou 
ſhalt tell it to Zadok and Abiathar the prieſts. Behold 
they have there with them their two ſons, Abimaaz 
Zadok's ſon, and ſonathan Abiathar's ſon : and by them 
ye ſhall ſend unto me every thing that ye can hear. 

Huſhai David's friend came into the city, and Ab- 


alam came to 8 


ANNOTATION S and REFLECTIONS. 


The note ardour for which David uſed to be re 
markable, was extinguiſhed by ſorrow ; the hittereſt ar- 
rows of affliction pierced his very foul: for what can 
equal the ſevere pangs which a tender parent feels for 
a child's ingratitude? Fears to which he had hitherto 
been a ſtranger, tore his diſtracted mind. 

He did not however loſe his hope and confidence in 
Gon, which were able to ſuſtain him in the midſt of theſe , 


: r diſtreſſes, as we may judge from the following 
words, 
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words, uttered it is ſuppoſed when he. aſcended mount 
Olivet, or the mount of Olives, about a mile diſtant from 
Jeruſalem *. 


Lonp, how are they increaſed that trouble ne? many 
are they that riſe up againſt me. | 
Many there be which ſay of my foul, There is 1a help for 


im in God. 


But thou, O Lon, art a ſhield for me; my glory, and 

the lifter up of mine head, 

T cried unto the LorD with my voice, and Ile heard me 
out of his holy hull. 

T laid me down and ſlept ; I awaked, for the Lon. fal 
tained me. 

1 will not be afraid of ten thouſands of people that have 
ſet themſelves againft me round about. | 

Ariſe, O Lomb, ſave me, O my Gon ; for Thou haſt ſmitten 
all mine enemies upon the cheek bone : Thou haſt broken the 
teeth of the ungodly, 

Hau my prayer, O Lorp, give ear to my ſupplications : 
in Thy faithfulneſs anſwer me, and in Thy righteouſneſs. 

And enter not into judgment with Thy ſervant : for in 
Thy fight ſhall no man living be juſtified. 

For the enemy hath perſecuted my ſoul, he hath ſmitten 
my life down to the ground : he hath made me to dwell in 
darkneſs, as thoſe that have been long dead. 

Therefore is my ſpirit overwhelmed within me : my heart 
<vithin me is deſolate. 


I rementber the days of old, I meditate on all Thy works : 
T muſe on the work of Thy hands, 


I feretch forth my hands unto Thee : 70 ſoul 1 en aſter 
Thee, as a thirſiy land. 


Hear me ſpeedily, O Loxp, my ſpirit faileth : hide mot 


+ Pſalms iii. and cxliii. 
E2 Thy 
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Thy face from me, teft I be like unto them that go dren into 
the pit. 
' Cauſe me io hear Thy de bet in the morning, for 
in Thee do IT truſt : cauſe me to know the way wherein I 
ſhould walk, for T lift up my ſoul unto Thee, 
Deliver me, O LoxD, from mine enemies: IT flee unto Thee 
to hide me. 
Teach me to do Thy will, for Thou art my Gop: Thy 
Spirit is good, lead me into the land of uprightneſs. | 
Quicken me, O Lonp, for Thy name's ſake : for Thy + 
righteouſneſs ſake bring my ſoul out of trouble. 
And of thy mercy cut off mine enemies, aad deſtroy all them 
that affliet my foul ſor I am Thy ſervant, 


When David heard that Ahithophel was in the con- 
ſpiracy, he was exceedingly alarmed, becauſe he was 
acquainted with all his affairs; the king therefore pray- 
ed to Gon to defeat his counſels; and the following 


pſalm, ſo applicable to his ſituation, is ſuppoſed to have 
been Ms cr by David on this occaſion *. 


* 
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„„ —— a ee ag 


| 
| Grve ear to my prayer, O Gov : and /ide not Thyjelf 


from my ſupplication. 
Attend unto me, and hear me I mourn in my complaint, 


| and make a noiſe ; becauſe of the woice of the enemy, becauſe 
1 of the oppreſſion of the wicked : for they caſt iniquity upon 
1 me, and in wrath they hate me. 
| | W heart is fore pained within me: and the terrors of 

| death are fallen upon me. 

| Fearfulneſs and trembling are come upon me, and horror 

| hath overwhelmed me. | | 

| And I ſaid, O that I had wings like a deve! for then 

would I fly away, and be at reſt. 3 
* Pſalm lv. 
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Lo then would I wander far off, and remain im the wit- 

derneſs. I would haften my eſcape from the windy ſtorm 
and tempeſt. 

| Defftroy, O Lon, and divide their HON gUES : for I have 

feen violence and ftrife in the city. 

Day and night they go about it upon the walls thereof : 
miſchief alſo and ſorrow are in the midſt of it. 

Wickednefs is in the midſt thereof: deceit and guile depart 
not from her ſtreets. 

For it was not an enemy that 3 me, then 1 could 
have borne it; neither was it he that hated me, that did 
magnify himſelf againſt me, then I would have hid myſelf 
from hum. 

But it was thou, a man, mine equal, my guide, and mine 
acquaintance. 


NM took ſrueet counſel together, and walked unto the houſe 


of God in company. 

As for me, 1 call upon God : and the Loxp hal 
ſave me. 

Evening and morning, and at noon will I prey and cry 
_ aloud ; and He ſhall hear my voice. 

He hath delivered my ſoul in peace from the battle. that 
WAS again/t me : for there were many with me. 

Gop /hall hear and affiiet them, even he that abideth of 
old; becauſe they have no changes, therefore they fear not 
Gov. 

He hath put forth his hands againſt ſuch at be at peace 
with him: he hath broken his covenant. | 

The words of his mouth were fi woother than butter, but 
war was in lis heart: his words were ſofter than oth, yet 
were they drawn ſwords, 

Caft thy burden upon the Lonxp, and he ſhall ſuſtain thee: 
He ſliall never ſuffer the righteous to be moved, - 

. But Thou, 0 Gon, galt bring them down into the pit of 
G 8 deflrudtion : 


(78 ) 
deftrudtion : bloody and deceitful men a not-live a— 
» their days, but T will truſt in Tce. 


The arrival of Huſhai, David's friend, at this critical 
juncture, muſt be confidered as an inſtance of Gop's 
goodneſs ; Huſhai was an able counſellor, but no war- 
rior ; therefore, the only way in which he could be ſer- 
viceable to David was, by defeating the counſel of Ahi- 
thophel, which was the moſt likely means of preventing 
the evils of a civil war, of preſerving the life of David, 
and of keeping Abſalom from proceeding to farther ex- 
tremities. 


% 


SECTION XX. 


ZIBA RY DECEIT OBTAINETH THE INHERITANCE OF ni 
MASTER—SHIMEI CURSETH DAVID, h 


From 2 Sam, Chap. xvi, 


Anv when David was a little paſt the top of the hill, 
behold Ziba the ſervant of Mephiboſheth met him with 
a couple of aſſes ſaddled, and upon them two hundred 
loaves of bread, and an hundred bunches of raifins, and 

an hundred of ſammer-fraits, and a bottle of wine. 

And the king ſaid unto Ziba, What meaneſt thou by 

theſe? And Ziba ſaid, The aſſes be for the king's houſe- 
hold to ride on, and the bread and ſummer- fruit for the 
young men to eat, and the wine, that ſuch as be faint 
in the wilderneſs may drink. 
And the king ſaid, And where is thy maſter's ſon ? | 
And Ziba ſaid to the king, Behold, he abideth at Jeru- 
ſalem: for he ſaid, To-day ſhall the houſe of Ifrael re- 
fore me the kingdom of my father. 


Then ſaid the king to Ziba, Behold, thine are all that 
rn 
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pertained unto Mephiboſheth. And Ziba ſaid, I humbly 
beſeech thee that I may find grace in thy fight, my 
lord, O king. 

And when king David came to Bahurim, behold 
thence came out a man of the family. of the houſe of 
Saul, whoſe name was Shimei, the ſon of Gera; he came 
forth, and curſed ftill as he came, 

And he caſt ſtones at David, and at all the ſervants of 
king David: and all the people, and all the mighty men 
were on his right hand, and on his left, 

And thus ſaid Shimei when he curſed, Come out; 
come out, thou bloody man, and thou man of Belial: 
The Loxn hath returned upon thee all the blood of the 
houſe of Saul, in whoſe ſtead thou haft reigned, and the 
Lonp hath delivered the kingdom into the hand of Ab- 
ſalom thy ſon : and , behold thou art taken in thy mi- 
chief, becauſe thou art a bloody man. 

Then ſaid Abiſhai the ſon of Zeruiah unto the king, 
Why ſhould this dead dog curſe my lord the king? let 
me go over, I pray thee, and take off his head. 
And the king ſaid, What have I to do with you, ye 

ſons of Zeruiah? ſo let him curſe, becauſe the Lorp 
hath ſaid unto him, Curſe David. Who ſhall then ſay, 
Wherefore haſt thou done ſo? And David ſaid to Abt- 
ſhai, and to all his ſervants, Behold, my ſon, which 
came forth of my. bowels, ſceketh my life: how much 
more now may this Beryamite do it? let him alone, 
and let him curſe : for the Lon hath bidden him. 

It may be that the Lonp will look on mine affliction, 
and that the Lono will en, me good for his curing 
this day, 

And as David and his men went by the way, Shimei 
went along on the hill fide over againſt him, and curſed 
as he weat, and threw ſtones at him, and caſt duſt. 


1 | E 4 _— And 


— ²˙ꝛ 


| ( 80 ) 
And the king, and all the people that were with him, 
came weary, and refreſhed themſelves there, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 
"The refreſhment which Ziba brought was very ſea- 


ſonable; for having fled with ſo much precipitation, it 


is likely Davi& was but ſcantily ſapplied with provi- 
fions: he ſappoſed it to be a preſent from Mephibo- 
ſheth; but Ziba inſinuated, that far from employing his 
thoughts about the king, Mephiboſheth was contriving 
to bring about a revolution in his own favour, David's 


mind was fo exceedingly hurt by his preſent diſtreſs, 


that he too readily gave ear to Ziba. If his own ſon was 
capable of acting ſo unnatural a part towards him, it was 
not at all incredible, that one of Saul's race ſhould fol- 
low his example. In this inſtance, David certainly 
acted wrong, for he ſhould have enquired into the truth 
before he transferred Mephiboſheth's eſtate to one who 
might be ſuſpected to have ſlandered him for his own 


. Intereſt : but let us not too ſeverely cenſure David, till 
we have been in ſuch a trying ſituation ourſelves; and 
in the mean while let us be inſtructed by his fault, to 


turn a deaf ear to the voice of flattery and defamation, 
and to condemn no one till we are ſure that be de- 
ſerves it. 

Shimer's curſes proceeded from the rancour of his own 
wicked heart, and we muſt not ſuppoſe that they were 
inſpired of Gop. The meaning of David's expreſſions, 
let kim curſe, for the Loxp hath bidden, Ec. ſeems to be, 


that Shimei's reproaches reminding David of his blood- 


guiltineſs in reſpect to Uriah, he regarded him as an in- 
ſtrument of puniſhment from the Lonp, becauſe Gon 
certainly could have ſtopped his wicked tongue, and re- 
54 wa his inſults ; neither would Shimei have had an 
b > opportunity 
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opportunity of treating David in that opprobrious man- 
ner, if he had not been reduced to ſuch an abject ſtate, 
which he juſtly conſidered as the chaſtiſement of the 
Los : becauſe, if be had not committed ſach fins, he 
would have been ſecure on his threne, and happy in his 
N 

It is probable: that Shimei's curſes Nr the fol- 
| lovin aue to Gop &. 


| oer hr 
. O my Gop, I truſt in Thee, let me not be aſhamed: let 
not mine enemies triumph over me. 
Tea, let none that wait on Thee be aſhamed ; let chew be 
aſhamed which tranſgreſs without cauſe, | 
Shew me Thy ways, O Lok p; teach me Thy paths. 
Lead me in Thy truth and teach me: for Thou art the 
G0 of my ſalvation, on Thee do T wait all the day. 
Remember, O Loxp, Thy tender mercies, and Thy loving- 
kindneſfes : for they have been ever of old. | | 
Remember not the fins of my youth, nor my tranſgreſſions - 
according to Thy r e Thou me, for Thy goodneſs 
ſake, O Lord. . 
Good and upright is the Lox: therefore ill He teach 
ſinners i in the way. 
The meek will He guide in judgment : and the meek will 
He teach His way. 
All the paths of the LorD are mercy and truth unto fuck 
as keep His covenant and teftimonies. 
For Thy name's ſake, O Lon, pardon mine iniquity: for 
is is great. 
I lat mam is he that feareth the Loxbp? him all He 
teach in the cuay that He Jhall chooſe. 


* Pſalm xxv, 
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nin. at a. and his i Hanis N 

| The ſeevet of the Lon 2 auth hem that fear Him': and 5 

r for He ſuuii pluck þ 

my feet out of the net. 

eee, ne ear UN; for Tan 
deſolate and afflied. 

The troubles of my heart are e 0 bring 1 222 
me out of my diſireſes. 

Look upon mine 4 Merian, and my pain, ee 

ſons. 
„ „ cnemien fr they are many, and they hate 
me with cruel hatred. © 

O keep my foul and deliver me : kt me not be aſhamed, 
for I put my truſt in Thee. 

Let integrity and uprightneſs preſerve me : for T wait on 
Thee. 

Redeem Iſrael, O Gov, owt of all Tis troubles 


\ 


SECTION XX, 
AHNITHOPHEL'S COUNSEL DEFEATED BY HUSHAI=—AMASA 
MADE GENERAL IN THE ROOM OF JOAB, 


From 2 Sam, Clap. xvi. 

Axp Abſalom, and all the people the men of Ifrael, 
came to Jeruſalem, and Ahithophel with him. 

And it came to paſs when Huſhai the Archite, David's 
friend, was come unto Abſalom, that Huſhai faid unto - 
Abſalom, Gop ſave the king, Gop fave the king. 

And Abſalom ſaid to Huſhai, Is this thy kindneſs to 
thy friend? why wenteſt thou not with thy friend? And 
Huſhai ſaid unto Abſalom, Nay, but whom the Lonp 
and 
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and this people, and all the men of Iſrael chooſe, his will 
I be, and with him will I abide. 

And again, Whom ſhould I ſerve? ſhould I not ſerve 
in the preſence of his ſon ? as I have ſerved in thy i 
ther's preſence, ſo will I be in thy preſence. , 

Then ſaid Abſalom to Ahithophel, Give counſel among 
you what we ſhall do. | 

And the counſel of Ahithophel which he counſelled 
in thoſe days, was as if a man had enquired at the oracle 
of God: ſo was all the counſel of Ahithophel, dan with 
David and with Abſalom. | 

And Ahithophel ſaid unto Abſalom, Let me now 
chooſe out twelve thouſand men, and I will ariſe and 
purſne after David this night, 

And I will come upon him while he is weary and 
weak-handed, and will make him afraid: and all the 
people that are with him ſhall flee, and I will ſmite the 
king only. 

And I will bring back all the people unto thee : the 
man whom thou ſeekeſt, is as if all returned: ſo all the 
people ſhall be in peace. | 

And the ſaying pleaſed A well, and all the el - 
ders of Iſrael. 

Then ſaid Abſalom, Call now Huſhai the Archite 
alſo, and let us hear likewiſe what he ſaith. 

And when Huthai was come to Abſalom, Abſalom 
ſpake unto him, ſaying, Ahithophel hath ſpuken after 
this manner: ſhall we do after his ſaying? if * 
ſpeak thou. PIE 
And Huſhai ſaid unto Abſalom, The counſel that All- 
thophel hath given, is not good at this time. 

For (ſaid Huſhai) thou knoweſt thy father and his 
men, that they be mighty men; and they be chafed in 
their minds, as a bear robbed of her whelps in the field: 

E 6 and 
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and thy father is a man of war, and will not lodge with 
the people. 

- Behold, he is hid now in ſome pit, or in ſome . 
level : and it will come to paſs, when ſome of them be 
overthrown at the firſt, 'that whoſoever heareth it, will 
ſay, There is ſlaughter among the people that follow 
Abſalom. 

And he alſo that is valiant, ates heart is as the heart 
of a lion, ſhall utterly melt: for all Iſrael knoweth that 
thy father is a- mighty man, and they which be with 
him are valiant men. . 

Therefore I counſel, that all Iſrael be — ga- 
thered unto thee, from Dan even to Beer-ſheba, as the 

fand that is by the ſea for multitude, and that thou go 

to battle in thine own perſoon. 
So ſhall We come upon him in ſome. Fas Where he 
ſhall be found, and we will light upon him as the dew 
falleth on the ground: and of him, and of all the men 
that are with him, there ſhall not be left ſo much 
as. one, | 

Moreover, if he be gotten into a city, then ſhall all 
Iſrael bring ropes. to that city, and we will draw it into 
the river, until there be not one ſmall ſtone found there. 

And Abſalom and all the men of Iſrael ſaid, The 
counſel of Huſhai the Archite is better than the counſel 
of Ahithophel : for the Loxp had appointed to defeat 
the good counſel of Ahithophel, to the intent that the 
Lord might bring evil upon Abſalom. 

Then ſaid Huſhai unto Zadok and to Abiathar the 
priefts, Thus and thus did Ahithophel counſel Abſalom 
and the elders of Iſrael : and thus and thus have I coun- 
-ſelled. 

Now therefore ſend quickly, and tell David, ſaying, 


Lodge not this aſs in the plains of the wilderneſs, 
bat. 
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but ſpeedily paſs over: leſt the king be ſwallowed up, 
and all the people that are with him. 

Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz ſtaid by ng (for 

they might not be ſeen. to come into the city). And a 
wench went and told them: and they went and told 
king David. 
Nesertheleſs, a lad ſaw them, and told Abſalom: but 
they went both of them away quickly, and came to a 
man's houſe in Bahurim, which had a well i in his court, 
whither they went down. 

And the wornan took and ſpread a covering over the 
well's mouth, and ſpread ground corn thereon: and the 
thing was not known. 

And when Abſalom's ſervants came to the woman to 
the houſe, they ſaid, Where is Ahimaaz and Jonathan ? 
and the woman ſaid unto them, They be gone over the 
brook of water. And when they had ſought and could 

not find them, they returned to Jeruſalem. | 

And it came to paſs after they were departed, that 
they came up out of the well, and went and told king 
David, and ſaid unto David, Arife and paſs quickly over 
the water.: for thus hath Ahithophel counſelled again 
you. 

Then David aroſe, and all the people that were with 
him, and they paſſed over Jordan: by the morning light 
there lacked not one of them that was not gone over 
Jordan. 

And when Abithophel ſaw that his counſel was not 
followed, he ſaddled his aſs, and aroſe, and gat him home 
to his houſe, to his city, and put his houſhold in order, 
and hanged himſelf, and died, and was buried in the ſe- 
pulchre of his father, 

Then David came to Mahanaim : and Abſalom paſſed 
over Jordan, he and all the men of Iſrael with him. 

. And 
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And Abſalom made Amaſa captain of the hoſt inflead 


of Joab. 
n Abſalom pitched in the land of Gilead. 


| ANNOTATION S AND REFLECTION 8. 


David imagined that Abſalom would make haſte to Je- 


ruſalem, and ſo it proved: it ſeems, he arrived there a con- 
fiderable time before the king and his followers reached 


the banks of the river Jordan ; for when Huſhai came to 


the city, he found Abſalom in quiet poſſeſſion, and juſt 


going to call a council. Abſalom ſuppoſing Huſhai to be 
inviolably attached to David; was amazed at being ac- _ 


coſted by him; but on Huſbat's affuring him, 7hat whom 

le LorD and all the men of Iſrael ſhould chooſe, his would 

he be, he immediately reſolved to repoſe entire confidence 
in him. 

Huſhai in this inſtance was not fincere; but we muſt 
confider, that he had no other poſſible way of defeating 
the counſels of Ahithophel; and if a departure from truth 

can in any inſtance be juſtifed, ſurely it is in ſuch a caſe 
as this, where it was evidently practiſed to re a man 
from murdering his FarnER and his KING. 

Ihe advice which Ahithophel gave, though exceed- 
ingly wicked, was very likely to ſucceed in getting the 
king into his power; but in mercy to David, the Torn 
ordained that Huſhai's counſel ſhould prevail. The object 

Huſhai ſeems to have had in view was, to gain time, in 


order to.concert proper meaſures for preventing bloodſhed, 


and reſtoring the peace of the nation. 

When David, in conſequence of Huſhai's advice, had 
paſſed the river Jordan, he is ſuppoſed to have ä 
the a. pſalm: 


Pfahm Ixxi. 


In 


— 


| 
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De thee, O LokD): de I put my traſt, r ee 


to confuſion. oe 1 My 47045 
Den Het 5 


- incline Thine ear unto me, and fave mw. 


Be Thou my ſtrong habitation, whereuntos Þ may aka 
refort : Thou haſt given commandment to fave me, for _ 
art my rock and my fortreſs. 

Deliver me, O my Gon) an- Ade, eine, 
and cruel mmm. 

For Thou art my hope, O LorD Gov: ne 0 
from my youth. 

Jam as a wonder unid many; but Th art hu. 


E. 


Let my mouth be filled with Thy praije, eau 


| honour all the day. 


Caſt me not off in the time of old age, forſuke me not when 
my flrength faileth, . 

For mine enemies ſpeak againſt me; and they * lay watt 
for my foul, take counſel together, 

- Saying, Gop hath forſaken him : nn and take his 
For there is none to deliver him. ' 

O God, be not far from me: O my Gop, make uf fr 
my help. 

But I will hope continually, and will yer protfe Thes were 
and more. 

My month ſhall fhew forth Thy righteouſneſs, and Thy 

Salvation all the day : for I know not the mambers thereef. 


F 4 will go in the flrength of the Loxp Gop: enn 


mentiom of Thy righteouſneſs, even of Thine only, 
O Gop, Thou haſt taught me from my youth : and hitherto 
have I declared Thy wondrous works. 
Now alſo when I am old and grey-headed, O Gon, for- 


fake, me not; until I have hewed Thy flrength unto this ge- 


neration, and Thy poxwer to every one that is to come, 


Th 


” 
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My righteouſnsſs.alſo, O Gon, is ver High, abo da done 
great things O God, who is like unto thee? non gc 
a \ Thou which ſiqaſl. ſlic uad me great and fore: troubles ſhalt 
quicken me again, . TOM me up __ | o_ rhe 
dlepiſis of the cars 

Nas. ſhalt increaſemy greaſy and confer hs on ey 


$ Jess N \s 

1 will alle praiſe. Hier 2771 FY Hale, even-Thy inch, 
OW Gop: wnto Thee : with bl ON * 
- holy One f fra. 

My lips ſhall greatly rejoice les 7 Ting 1 unto The: * 

my ſoul which Thou haſt redeemeld. 

M tongue alſo ſhall talk of Thy POT all ye day 
dag for they \are\confounded, for A a "Grange wnto 
Men that mY ” . d K 


Great as „ David 8 is ee diſtreſs was, be had 8 ro- 
deemed from a greater, e fear of Gop's perpetual anger for 
his heinous fins; his repentance had been accepted, and 
forgiveneſs promiſed, David knew that the Lon D was 
alſo able to remove the puniſhment he ſuffered, and the 
 Hor.y Se1k1T gave him aſſurance, that when the purpoſes 
of his reformation and the edification of the world, were an- 
ſwered by his chaſtiſement, he thould again rejoice be- 
fore the Lorp. 
No one deſerved death more than Ahithophel ; ol 
deſpair, which generally ſucceeds the diſappointment of 
wicked plots, ſuggeſted the deſperate deed of putting an 
end to his on life When David heard that Ahithophel, 


his formidable enemy, was dead, it was natural for his 


heart to rejoice; and the following pfalm ſeems particu- 
larly adapted to this occaſion, becauſe it is likely that 
being at Mahanaim, he recoile&ed the deliv erin ot his 
een Jacob from the band of ſau, and was encou- 

raged 


— 
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raged to hope, that prayer and penitence would induee 
the Lord to deliver im alſo from the purſuit of his un- 
natural ſon *. 


* 


T will Bleſs the Lokp at all times : His praiſe hal conti- 
nually be in my mouth. 

My foul ſhall make her boaſt in the Loxp : the humble 
fall hear thereof, and be glad. 

O magnify the LoxD with me, and let us exalt His name 


together. 
1 ſought the LorD, and he heard me, and delivered me 


from all my fears. 
They looked unto Him, and were lightened : and their faces 
were not aſhamed, 
- Thus poor man cried, and the Lorp heard him; and ſaved 
him out of all his troubles. 
The angel of the Lonxp encampetſi round about them that 
fear Him, and delivereth them. _ 
O taſte and ſee that the Lon p is good: bleſſed is dhe man 
that trufteth in Him. 
O fear the Lorp, ye His ſaints : for e no want to 
them that fear Him. 
The young lions do lack, and ſuffer hunger : but they that 
feek the Lok, ſhall not want any good thing, 
Come pe children, hearken unto me I will teach you the 
fear of the Lomb. 
What man is he that defireth life, and loveth wy FOR 
that he may ſee good ? 
Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from ſpeaking guile, 
Depart from evil, and do good: ſeek peace and purſue it. 
| The eyes of the LorD are upon the righteous, and his ears 
are open unto their cry, 
e fuce of the Lon tis againſt them that do evil, to cout 
off the remembrance of them from the earth. | 


* Pſalm xxxiv, 


The 
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The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth and delivereth 
them ont of all their troubles. 

The Loxp tis nigh unto' them that are of a 4 nn 
and ſaveth ſuch as be of a contriteſpirtt. 

Many are the afffictions of the righteous : but the "OR 
delrvereth him out of them all. | : 

He keepeth all as bones: not one of them is broken. 

Exil /hall flay the wicked and they that hate the righte- 
ous /hatl be deſolate. 

The Lo&D redeemeth the fuk of his ſervants ; and none of 
them that truft in him ſhall be e. 


SECTION XXI. 


zuccouns BROUGHT TO. THE KING—DAVID GIVETH 4 
CHARGE CONCERNING ABSALOM—ABSALOM HANGETH 
Id AN OAK—THE KIXG. MOURNETH FOR ABSALOM. 


From 2 Samuel, Chap. xvii. xvitl. 


Anv it came to paſs when David was come to Maha- 
naim, that Shobi the ſon of Nahaſh of Rabbah of the 
children of Ammon, and Machir the ſon of Ammiel of 
Lo-debar, and Barzillai the Gileadite of Rogelim, brought 
beds, and baſons, and carthen veſſels, and wheat, and 
barley, -and flour, and parched corn, and beans, and len- 
tiles, and parched pulſe; 

And honey, and butter, and ſheep, and heats of kine 
for David, and for the people that were with him to eat; 
for they ſaid, the people is hungry, and weary, and thirſty 
in the wilderneſs, 

And David numbered the * 5 that were with him, 
and ſet captains of — and captains of hundreds 
over them. 
And David ſent forth a third part of the people un der 

| | the 
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the hand of Joab, and a third part under the hand of 
Abiſhai the ſon of Zeruiah Joab's brother, and a third 
part under the hand of Ittar the Gittite: and the king faid 
unto the people, I will ſurely go forth with you myſelf 
alto. | 

But the people anſwered, Thou ſhalt not 8⁰ forth: for 
if we flee away, they will not care for us; neither if half 
of us die, will they care for us: but now thou art worth 
ten thouſand of us, therefore now it is better that thou 
ſuccour us out of the city, 

And the king iaid unto them, What ſeemeth you beſt, 
J wil do. And the king ſtood by the gate-fide, and all 
the people came out by hundreds, and by thouſands. 

And the king commanded Joab, and Abi ſhai, and Ittal, 
ſaying, Deal gently for my ſake with the young man, 
even with Abſalom. And all the people heard when the 
king gave all the captains charge concerning Abſalom. 

So the people went out into the field againſt . 
and the battle was in the wood of Ephraim; | 

Where the people of? Ifrael were flam before the ſer- 


vants of David, and there was there a great hight 


that day of twenty thouſand men. 

For the battle was there ſcattered over the face of all 
the country; and the wood devoured more people that 
day, than the ſword devoured, 

And Abſalom met the ſervants of David; and Abfalom 
rode upon a mule, and the mule went under the thick 
boughs of a great oak, and his head caught hold of tho 
oak, and he was taken up between the heaven and the 
earth, and the mule that was under him went away. 
And a certain man ſaw it, and told Joab, and ſaid, 


_ Behold, I faw Abſalom hanged in an oak. 


And Joab faid unto the man that told him, And be- 


hold, thou ſaweſt him, and why didſt thou not finite him 


thero 
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thinn to the ground, and I would have given thee ten 
ſhekels of filver; and a girdle? 

And the man ſaid unto Joab, Though I ſhould recei ve 
a thouſand ſhekels of filver in mine hand, yet would, 
not put forth mine hand againſt the king's ſon : for in 
our hearing the king charged thee, and Abiſhai, and 
| Ittai, ſaying, Beware that none touch the young man 

Abſalom. 

Otherwiſe, I ſhould have wrought falſehood againſt 
mine own life: for there is no matter hid from the king, 
and thou thyſelf wouldeſt have ſet thyſelf againſt me. 

Then ſaid Joab, I may not tarry thus with thee. And 

he took three darts in his hand, and thruſt them through 
the heart of Abſalom, while he was yet alive in the an 6 
of the oak. Ty 
And ten young men that 4 Joab's armour, com- 
paſſed about and ſmote Abſalom, and flew him. 
| And Jſoab blew the trumpet, and the people returned 
from purſuing after Iſrael: for Joab held back the people. 
And they took Abſalom, and caſt him into a great pit 
in the wood, and laid a very great heap of ſtones. _ 
him: and all Iſrael fled every one to his tent. | 
Now Abſalom in his life-time had taken and rogred 
up for himſelf a pillar, which is in the king's dale: for he 
ſaid, I have no ſon to keep my name in remembrance: 
and he called the pillar after his own name, and it is 
called unto this day, Abſalom's place. a 
I ben ſaid Ahimaaz the ſon of Zadok, Let me now 
run, and bear the king tidings, how that the Loxp hath 
avenged him of his enemies. 

And Joab ſaid unto him, thou ſhalt not bear tidings 
this day, but thou ſhalt bear tidings another day: but 
this day thou ſhalt bear mp tidings, becauſe the Ling 
Jon is dead, | | 
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Then ſaid Joab to Cuſhi, Go tell the king what thou 
haſt ſeen. And Cuſhi bowed himſelf unto Joab, and 
ran. | 

Then ſaid Ahimaaz the ſon of Zadok yet again to Joab, 
But howſoever, let me, I pray thee, alſo run after Cuſhi. 
And Joab ſaid, Wherefore wilt thou ran, my ſon, N 
that thou haſt no tidings ready ? 

But howſoever (ſaid he) let me run. And he ſaid unto 
him, Run. Then Ahimaaz ran by the het of the yep 
and overran Cuſhi. 

And David fat between the two gates: and the watch- 
men went up to the roof over the gate unto the wall. and 
lift up his eyes, and looked, and behold a man Nr 
alone. | 

And the watchman cried, and told the king. And 
the king ſaid, If he be alone, there is tidings in his 
mouth. And he came apace, and drew near. 

And the watchman ſaw another man running; and the 
watchman called unto the porter; and ſaid, Behold, ano- 
ther man running alone. - And the king =—_— He alto 
bringeth tidings. 

And the watchman ſaid, Methinketh the running of the 
foremoſt, is like the running of Ahimaaz the fon of Za- 
dok. And the king faid, He is a good man, and cometh 
with good tidings. 

And Ahimaaz called, aud ſaid unto the king, All 1s 
well. And he fell down to the earth upon his face before 
the king, and ſaid, Bleſſed be the Loxp thy Gop, which 
hath delivered up the men that lift up their hand againſt 
my Loop the king. 

And the king ſaid, Is the young man Abſalom ſafe? 
And Ahimaaz anſwered, When Joab ſent the king's ſer- 
vant, and me thy ſervant, I ſaw a wn tumult, but 1 
knew not what it was, 


And 
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And the king ſaid unto him, Turn aſide, and ſtand 
here. And he turned aſide and ſtood ſtill. 

And behold, Cuthi came, and Cuſhi ſaid, Tidings, my 

lord the king: for the Logp hath avenged thee: this day 
of all them that roſe up againſt thee, 
- And the king ſaid unto Cuſhi, Is the young man Ab- 
ſalom ſafe? And Cuſhi anſwered, The enemies of my 
lord the king, and all that riſe agaiaſt thee to do thee 
hurt, be as that young man is, 

And the king was much moved, and went up to the 
chamber over the gate, and wept: and as he went, thus 
he ſaid, O my ſon Abſalom, my ſon, my ſon Abſalom! 
would Gop I had died for thee, O Abſalom, my ſon, my 
ſon |! 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


David experienced the happy effects of his faith and 
piety ; for it pleaſed Gop to encourage many faithful ſub- 
jects and brave ſoldiers to eſpouſe his cauſe, and they 


reſorted to him from all quarters, ſo that in a few days 


he had a powerful army to reſiſt Abſalom and his rebel- 
lious followers. Provitions alſo were brought to him in 
abundance, by perſons of the greateſt diſtinction e n 


out all the regions round about. 


Shobi was that ſon of Nahaſh who is ſuppoſed to have 
beer made viceroy of Rabbah by David. Machir was the 
perſo who had maintained Mephiboſheth ; he ſeems to 
have been a man of a moſt benevolent diſpoſition, ready 
at all times to ſuccour ment in diſtreſs. Barzillai was a 
worthy man, who alſo knew the beſt uſe to which riches 
can be apphed. | 

As Abſalom was bent on his tene ſcheme of eſta- 


bliſhing himſelf on the throne by the murder of his ve- 


nerable parent, David was under a | neceſſity of uſing 
means _ 
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means for his own ſecurity: he could not. ſacrifice. his 
friends to the impetuous rage of a head-ftrong young man; 
neither could he, confiſtently with honour and religion, 
deſert the throne to which he had been raiſed by the 
immediate appointment of Gop, and the univerſal con- 
ſent of the people. He was the Lory's anointed, and as 
ſuch, he bore the ſword of juſtice, with which it was his 
duty to chaſtiſe ſedition and rebellion, even in the perſon 


of his own ſon. His forces are ſuppoſed to have amounted 


to 4000 men. Unwilling to ſpill the blood of his ſub - 
jects, or draw his ſword againſt a rebellious ſon, David 
yielded to the intreaties of his ſervants, and did not go 
forth with his troops. There 1s no doubt but that the 
pious king ſeized this opportunity of intreating the Loxp 
to complete his deliverance, for his pſalms abound with 
ſentiments adapted to ſuch an occaſion, 

The exceflive tenderneſs which David expreſſed for 
Abſalom ſhews his character in the moſt amiable light; 
he was willing to impute his raſhneſs to youth and inex- 
perience, therefore he intreated his generals and captains 


to ſpare Abſalom for his ſake, hoping that he would 


reform. | 
Notwithſtanding the ſuperiority of the rebel army, and 


the reſtraint which David's kind commands, in favour of 


Abfalom, had laid upon his party, this wicked fon could 
not eſcape the puniſhment due to ſuch unparalleled 
crimes; the juſtice of Gop overtook him; and his hair, 
which had been bis ornament and pride, became 1nftru- 
mental to his deſtruction: he was conſigned of Gop to 


that very puniſhment to which the law condemned trai- 


tors and parricides, viz. hanging on a tree, 
Joab was of a very impetuous temper, and knowing 


the good conſequences that were likely to enſue, not- 


withſtanding the king's commands to the contrary, deter- 
| mined 
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exemplary manner. 
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' mined to pierce the rebellious heart of this unnatural 


ſon; and the ſoldiers finding that Abſalom was dead, 
ſhewed their deteſtation of his "ns, by throwing Maes 
on his carcaſe. k 
While the two armies were engaged, the poor king 
ſat in the gate, equally dreading a victory or defeat; at 
length Ahimaaz and Cuſhi were diſcerned by the watch- 
man. David flattered himſelf that their intelligence was of 
the moſt pleaſing kind, and we find Ahimaaz evaded 
telling him immediately, of the death of Abſalom ; but, 


' when Cuthi arrived, David's fears were confirmed. His 
lamentation needs no comment. It is impoſſible for any 


words to be more expreſlive of the grief of a tender pa- 
rent, for the untimely death of a wicked ſon, who was 
cut off in the midſt of his ſinful courſe. Who can read 
it without feeling a ſympathetic concern for the ſorrows 
of this truly affectionate father, and a deteſtation of the 
crimes of the ſon ? May the fate of Abſalom be a warning 


to all diſobedient youths, who with unfeeling ingratitude 


rend the hearts of thoſe that have a right to their kindeſt 
attention; for they may regard it as a certainty, that Gop 
will puniſh them for ſuch unnatural wickedneſs, in an 


SECTION XXII. 


JOAB REPROVETH THE KING. 
DAVID CEASETH TO MOURN FOR ABSALOM, 


From 2 Samuel, Chap. xix. 


AND it was told Joab, Behold the king e and 
mourneth for Abſalom. 
And the victory that day was turned into mourning 
unto all the people: for the people heard ſay that day 


how the king was grieved for his ſon, 
And 


4 
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And the pcople gat them by ftealth that day into 
the city, as people being aſhamed ſteal away when they 
flee in battle. 

But the king covered his face, and the king cried with 
a loud voice, O my ſon Abſalom, O Abſalomy my ſon, 
my ſon n 

And Joab came into the houſe to the king, and faid, 
Thou haſt ſhamed this day the faces of all thy ſervants, 
which this day have faved thy life, ard the lives of thy 


ſons, and of thy daughters, and the lives of thy wives; 


In that thou loveſt thine enemies and hateſt thy friends; 
for thou haſt declared this day, that thou regardeſt nei- 
ther princes, nor ſervants ; for this day I perceive,” that 
if Abſalom had lived, and all we had diced this day, then 
it had pleaſed thee well, 

| Now therefore ariſe, go forth, and ſpeak comfortably 
unto thy fervants: for I ſwear by the Loxp, if thou go 
not forth, there will not tarry one with thee this night; 
and that will be worſe unto thee than all the evil that 
befell thee from thy youth until now. 

Then the king roſe, and ſat in the gate: and has told 

unto all the people, faying, Behold, the king doth fit in 
the gate: and all the people came betore the king : for 
Iſrael had fled every man to his tent. 
And all the people were at ſtrife throughout all hs 
tribes of- Iſrael, ſaying, The king ſaved us out of the 
hand of our enemies, and he delivered us out of the hand 
of the Philiſtines, and now he is fled out of the land for 
Abſalom. 

And Abſalom whom we ; aaa over us, is dead in 
battle: now therefore why ſpeak ye not a word of bringing 
the king back? And king David ſent to Zadok and to 
Abiathar the prieſts, ſayi»g, Speak unto the elders of 
Judah, ſaying, Why are ye the laſt 0 bring the king back 

Vor. III, F to 
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to his houſe? (ſecing the ſpeech of all Iſrael is come to 
the king, even to his houſe.) 

Ye are my brethren, ye are my bones and my fleſh : 
-wherefore then are ye the laſt to bring back the king? 
And ſay ye to Amaſa, Art thou not of my bone, and of 
my fleſh? Gop do ſo to me and more alſo, if thou be not 
captarn of the hoſt before me continually in the room of 
Joab. 

And he bowed the heart of all the men of Judah, even 
as the heart of one man, ſo that they ſent this word unto. 
the king, Return thou and all thy ſervants. - 

So the king returned, and came to Jordan: and Judah 
came to Gilgal, to go to meet the king, to conduct the 
King over Jordan. 


ANN OTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


Joab, knowing that if David abandoned himſelf to 
ſorrow, and the ardour of the people were ſuffered to 
abate, many bad conſequences might enſue, "reſolved to 
expoſtulate with him: bad he done-this-with tenderneſs 
and delicacy, he would have acted a prudent and friendly 
part; but Joab had a heart ſteeled to all the delicate feel- 
ings of humanity, and therefore could make no allowance 
for one whoſe mind was habituated to the tendereſt ſen- 
fibility. Nothing could be more-inſolent than Joab's ad- 
dreſs to his ſovereign; however, it was not a time for Da- 
vid to expreſs difpleaſure, and he immediately acquieſced 

with his deſire. 
David had many friends amongſt the tribes of Iſrael, 
who, as ſoon as they heard that Abſalom was dead, en- 
dcavoured to perſuade the reſt to return to their duty; 
which they did with as much eagar zeal as they had a 
ſhort time before ruſhed int#Tebellion ; their only con- 
tention was, — tribe ſhould moſt ſignalize their loy- 
8 ; alty 
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alty and affeftion, Amaſa was the commander of the 
tribe of Judah, and as they had under him taken ſuck 
a diſtinguiſhed part againſt David, they were apprehen- 
ive of his reſentment ; but, as he longed for peace, he 
prudently reſolved to win them by mildneſs, in which 
we find he happily ſucceeded. We cannot be ſurprized 
at the offer which David made to Amaſa, when we re- 
flect on the arrogant and contemptuous treatment he had 
received from Joab; and when we- likewiſe conſider, 
that he could not have regained poſſeſſion of Jeruſalem 
without beſieging it, if the tribe of Judah had continued 
to reſiſt him. It is true, that Joab had hitherto adhered 
to David's intereſt ; but he had dared to kill the king's ſon 
contrary to his expreſs command, when he might have 
taken bim priſoner; and had lately threatened David 
with a freſh rebellion, unleſs he ated entirely by his di- 
rection; ſo that it was highly neceflary to remove hin, 
and no one was ſo proper to ſucceed as Amaſa. 
David had now the happy proſpect of being reſtored 
to the peaceable poſſeſſion of the throne of Iſrael; and, 
what was ſtill more defirable, he had the comfortable 
aſſurance, that he ſhould again preſent bimſelf before the 
 Loxrp in his holy tabernacle. 

The 119th pſalm ſeems to be entirely compaſed of ſuch 
ſentiments as muſt naturally have ariſen iu the mind of 
David during his abſence from Jeruſalem, and on his re- 
turn to it; we may therefore apply it to this part of his 
hiſtory. | 


Bled are the undefiled in the i 4oay, who waPk in the law 
of the Lo, 
Blefjed are they that keep His berge and that feck 
Him with the whole heart, 
O that my ways were directed to 1 Thy flatutes ! 
1 will keep Thy ftatutes O forſake me not utterly. 
F 2 Tul 


- 


1 1000 
T will meditate in thy precepts, and have reſped? unto "Thy 
ways, 
1 hows gone aftray like a lh herd: * ſeek Thy JO 9222 
Id not forget Thy commandments. 
__ Great are Thy tender Merctes, O Lonp: quicken me ac- 
cording to Thy judgments. | — 
Conſider how T love Thy precepts: quicken me, O Lon D, 
According to Thy ſoving-kindnefs. | 
bill delight- myſelf in Thy r I will not forget 
Ty word. 
Remove from me hel and. contenypt-: for I have kept 
Thy teflimonies, 
Jae choſen the way of Sues Thy * have T 
laid before me, 
Let Thy merties come alſo unto me, O Lonp, even Thy 
ſalvation, according to Thy word, 
So /hall I have wherewith to anſaver him that reproacheth: 
ane; for I truft in Thy word.” | 
1 is my comfort in my affliction : for Thy word hath 
; guickened Nic. 
| The proud have had me greatly in bee a yet have I not 
| declined from Thy law. | 
g | ] remembered 10 judgments of old, O ns: amd have | 
| comforted myſelf. J 
Thy flatutes have been my ſongs in the houſe of my pil. 
grimage. 
1 entreated Thy fawour with my whote heart > be merciful 
unto me according to Thy word. oo» 
I thought on my Ways, and turned my feet unto Thy teſti- 
monies. 
T'made haſte and delayed not to keep Thy commandments. 
Dion haſt dealt well with Thy ſervant, O Lon, accord- 
ing unto Thy word. 
Before I was afflicted I tueni afray but now have I kept 
Thy word, 
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Itis good for me that I have been afflicted: that I might 
urn Thy ſtatutes. 

They that fear Thee, will be glad when they ſee me ; be- 
_ I have hoped in Thy word. 

Let thoſe that fear Thee turn unto me, and thoſe that have 

known Thy teſtimonies. | | 

O l I love Thy lat it is my uns all the day. 

How ſtueet are Thy words unto ny tate! yea, Haller 
than honey to my mouth. 
Thy xvord is a: lamp unto my feet and à light unto my 
th, | - 
3 I biſece Thee, the frec- auill offerings of my mouth, 
O Lokp, and teach me Thy judgments. 

Mine eyes fail for Thy ſalvation, and for the word of Thy 
rightevuſneſs.. 
- Order my fleps i in Thy, aword : and lot not any wiquity 


Anno deaminion ener mw, 
1 prevented the dawning of the morning, and cried: L 


koped in Thy word. _ 
Mine eyes prevent the night-watches, that T mig/t medi 


tate in Thy word. 
Seven times a day. do I praiſe Thee : becauſe of Thy righs- 


teous judgments. 


Great peace have they which love Thy Izw : and nothing 


ſhall offend them... 


Unleſs Thy law had been my delight, I. 2 then have. 
perijhed in mine affliction, | 
Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of 


Thy righteous judgments endureth for ever &. 


* I have veatured,. without the authority of the learued, to apply ſome 
parts of the 119th plalm to this occaſion. The whole might have been 
introduced with advantage; but, I am obliged, in the courſe of this work, 
ta reject many noble paſſages, to avoid being too voluminous. 


* 
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SECTION XXUL 


SHIMEL PARDONED—THE KING GOETH OVER JORDAN... 
From 2 Samuel, Chap. xix. 


Ay Shimet the ſon of Gera, a Benjamite, which was 
of Bahurim, haſted, and came down with the men of 
Judah, to meet king David. 

And there were a thouſand men of ee with 45 
him, and Ziba the ſervant of the bouſe of Saul, and his 
fifteen ſons and his twenty ſervants with him, and m_y 
went over Jordan before the king. 

And there went over a ferry-boat to carry over the 
king's houſhold, and to do what he thought good: and 


Shimei the fon of Gera fell down before the king as he 
was come over Jordan; and ſald unto the king, Let not 


my Lozp impute iniquity unta me, neither do thou re- 
member that which thy ſervant did perverſely the day 
; that my lord the king went out of Jeruſalem, that the 
king ſhould take it to his heart. 5 
For thy ſervant doth know that I have finned : there - 
fore behold, I am come the firſt this day of all the houſe 
of Joſeph, to go down to meet my lord the king. 

But Abiſhai the ſon of Zeruiah anſwered and ſaid, Shall 
not Shimei be put to death for this, becauſe he curſed 
the Loxy's anointed? * ; | 

And David ſaid, What have I to do with you, ye ſons - 
of Zeruiah, that ye ſhould this day be adverſaries unto 
me? ſhall there any man be put to death this day in 

Iſrael? for do not I know, that I am this day king over 
Iſrael? therefore the king ſaid unto Shimei, Thou ſhalt 
not die : and the king ſware unto him. 

And Barzillai the Gileadite came down from Rogelim, 

aud 


* } 


ww 
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and went over Jordan with the king, to conduct bim 
over Jordan. 

Now Barzillai was a very aged man, even fourſcore 
years old, and he had provided the king of ſuſtenance 
while he lay at Mahanaim: for he was a very great man, 

And the king ſaid unto Barzillai, Come thou over with. 
me, and I will feed thee with me in Jeruſalem. 

And Barzillai ſaid unto the king, How long have I to 
live, that I ſhould go up with the king unto Jeruſalem? 

I am this day fourſcore years old: and can I diſcern be · 
tween good and evil ? can thy 1 ſervant taſte what I eat or 
what I drink? can I hear any more the voice of ſinging- 
men and-fnging-women? wherefore then + ſhould thy 
ſervant be yet a burden unto my lord the Ring? 1 

Thy ſervant will go a little way over Jordan with the 
king: and why ſhould the king recompenſe it me wit 
ſuch a reward? let thy ſervant, I pray thee, tura back 

again, that I may die in mineown city, and he buried by 
the grave of my father, and of my mother: 

But behold thy fervant Chimham, let him go over 
with my lord the king, and do to him what ſhall ſeem 
good unto thee. 

And the king anſwered, Chimham ſhall go over with 
me, and I will do to him that which ſhall ſeem good unto 
thee: and whatſoever thou thalt require of me, that will 
I do for thee. 

And all the people went over Jordan: and when the 
king was come over, the king kiſſed Barzillai, and bleſſed 
him; and he returned unto his own place. 

Then the king went on to Gilgal, and Chimham went 
on with him: and all the people of Judah conducted the 
king, and alfo half the people of Iſrael. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


The manner in which David aQed towards Shimes re 
F 4 flects 


4 
„„ | 
flects great honouron his memory: had not his character 
for hurnanity and gentleneſs of manners been generally 
known, it cannot be ſuppoſed, that one who had fo vilely 
inſulted him in the day of diſtreſs would have ventured 
to caſt himſelf upon his mercy. The king was reſolved 
not to interrupt the joy of reconcilement with his 
people, by ſhedding the blood of a reviler, whoſe re- 
proaches, though undeferved, had contributed to bring 
his mind into that humble ſtate, which had made his. 
prayers acceptable to the Loxp. What an excellent ex- 
 arnple has he left for the imitation of thoſe who meet 
with contumely and reproach |! 
- Barzillai was a faitlatul ſubject, and his 8 was 
not inſenfible to his merit. This was a happy day to 
David; for he had opportunities of exerciſing his . 


benevolence, and gratitude. 


wa SECTION XXIV. 


A CONTEST BETWEEN THE TRIBES, © 
A REBELLION. ENSUES, 


From 2 Samuel, Chap. xix, Xx. 


Axp behold, all the men of Iſrael came to the king, 
and ſaid unto. the king, Why have our brethren, the 
men of Judah, ſtolen thee away, and have brought 
the king and his houſhold, and all David's men with him 
over Jordan? 

And all the men of Judah anſwered the men of Iſrael, 
Becauſe the king isnear of kin te-us : wherefore then be: 
ye angry for this matter? have we eaten at all of the king's 
coſt? or hath he given us any gift? 

And the men of Iſrael anſwered the men of Judah, 
and ſaid, We have ten parts in the king, and we have 


alſo more right in David than ye: why then did ye de- 
ſpiſe 


„ 
ſpiſe us, that our advice ſhould not be firſt had in 
bringing back our king? And the words of the men of 
Judah were fiercer than the words of the men of Iſrael. 

And there happened to be there a man of Belial, 
whoſe name was Sheba, the ſon of Bichri, a Benjamite; 
and he blew a trumpet, and ſaid, We have no part in 


David, neither have we inheritance in the ſon of Jeſſe: 


Every man to his tents, O Ifrael, 
So every man of Iſrael went up from after David, and 
followed Sheba the ſou of Bichri : but the men of Judah | 


clave unto their king, from Jordan even to Jeruſalem. 


And Mephiboſheth the fon of Saul came down to 
meet the king, and had neither dreſſed his-feet, nor trim- 
med his beard, nor wathed his clothes, from the day the 
king departed until the day he came again in peace. | 

And it came to paſs, when he was come to Jeruſalem 
to meet the king, that the king ſaid- unto him, Where- 
fore wenteſt not thou with me, Mephiboſheth ? And he 
anſwered, My lord, O king, my ſervant. deceived me: 
for thy ſervant ſai, I will taddle me an afs, that I may 
ride thereon, and go to the king: becauſe thy ſervant is 
lame. 

And he hath flandered thy ſervant unto my lord the 
king; but my lord the king is an angel of Gop: do 
therefore what is good 1 in thine eyes. 

For all of my fathers houſe were but dead men beſore 
my lord the king: yet diuſt- thou ſet thy ſervant among 
them that did eat at thine own table. What right 
therefore have I yet to cry any more uuto the king ? And 
the king ſaid unto him, Why ſpeakeſt thou any more. 
. be matters? I have ſaid, 'Thou and Ziba divide the 
And Mephiboſheth ſaid unto the king, Yea, let him 


take all, foraſmuch as my lord the king is come 28an in 
Peace unto his 0:42 houſe, 


F5  ANNOTA- 
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ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


It is very eaſy to raiſe commotions in a ſtate, but hard 
to quell them; for when fellow- ſubjects have been 
uſed to regard each other as enemies, animoſities break 
out on every trifling occaſion; as was the caſe in the 
preſent inſtance. Perhaps David was impolitic in ſend- 
ing to the men of Judah; but as it was his own tribe, 
we can ſcarcely wonder that he was ſolicitous for their 
countenancing him on this occafion ; neither was it ſaſe 
for him to go to Jeruſalem, till he had their aſſurance, 
that they would yield him quiet poſſeſſion of it. When 
he knew that the gates of the city would be opened to 
him, he began his march, never ſuppoſing that the other 
tribes would expect a particular invitation; however, 
pride and jealouſy made them ſuſpect him of partiality 

to Judah; and the imprudent haughty anſwer which this 
tribe returned to their remonſtrances, blew up the flame. 
Sheba, being a Benjamite, had a perſonal hatred to Da- 
vid, on acconnt of his having been appointed of Gop to 
ſuperſede Saul's family; he therefore took advantage of 
the prefent diſpute, with a view to his own intereſt. 

The joy, which David would otherwiſe have felt at 
his return to Jerufalem, was greatly damped by theſe 
freſh contentions ; but he ftill-truſted in the Lon D 
_  Mephiboſheth's anſwer to the king's enquiry, why he 
had not attended him? implied, that it washis with to have 

done ſo ; but Dfvid's reply gives us reaſon to ſuppoſe 

that he did not believe him ſincere; though, for the 
ſake of Jonathan, he was contented to paſs the matter 
over without a ſcrutiny, which he feared might end in 
the diſgrace of Mephiboſheth. Ziba had done the king 
very acceptable ſervices, and his ſtory was a probable one. 
II Mephiboſheth was able to ride, ſurely he might have 
| RULE Vs followed, 
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followed, and prevented credit being given to it; ſo 
we cannot wonder, that David did not readily give 
ear to his excuſes; for, after the benefits he had conferred 
on Mephiboſheth, he muſt have been greatly hurt at 
ſach an appearance. of ingratitude and inattention to his 
diſtreſs. It is hard to decide which deſerved blame, 
|  Mephiboſheth or Ziba; but from Mephiboſheth's ready 
acquieſcence we may conclude, that David conducted 
himſelf in this affair according to the rules of integrity 
and honour. | 


SECTION XXV. | 
AMASA MADE GENERAL BY DAVID——SLAIN BY JOAB, 


From 2 Sam. Chap. xx. 


Axp David came to his houſe at Jeruſalem. Then 
faid the king to Amaſa, Aillemble me the men of Judah 
within three days, and be thou here preſent. 

So Amaſa went to aſſemble the men of Judah; but 
he tarried longer than the ſet time which he had ap- 
pointed him. 

And David ſaid to Abiſhai, Now ſhall Sheba the ſon 
of Bichri do us more harm than did Abſalom : take thou 
thy lord's ſervants, and purſue after him, leſt he get him 
fenced cities, and eſcape us. 

And there went out after him Joab's men, and the 
Cherethites, and the Pelethites, and all the mighty men: 
and they went out of Jeruſalem, to purſue after Sheba 
the fon of Bichri. 

When they were at the great ſtone which is in Gi- 
beon, Aimala went before them: and Joab's garment 
that he had put on was girded unto him, and upon it a 

girdle with a ſword faſtened upon his loins in the theath 
thereof, and as he went forth it fell out. 

.F6 | And 
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And Joab faid to Amaſa, Art thou in health, my bro 
ther; and Joab took Amaſa by the beard with the right 


hand to kiſs him. 
But. Amaſa took no heed to the ſword that was in 


Joab's hand: ſo he ſmote him therewith in the fifth rib, 
and ſhed out his bowels to the ground, and ſtruck him 
not again, and he died: ſo Joab and Abiſhai his brother 
purſued after Sheba the ſon of Bichri. 

And one of Joab's men ſtobõd by bim, and ſaid, He 
that favoureth Joab, and he that is for David, let him 
go after Joab. | 
And Amaſa wallowed in blood in the midſt of the 
bigh-way: and when the man ſaw that all the people 
ſtood ſill, he removed Amaſa out of the high- way into 

the field, and caſt a cloth upon him, when be faw that 
every one that came by him ſtood ſtill. 

When he was removed out of the high-way, all the 
people went on after Joab, to purſue after Sheba the on 
of Bichri. 

And he went throngh all the iber of Ifraet 1 unto 
Abel, and unto Beth-maachah, and all the Berites: and 
they were gathered together, and went alſo after him. 

And they came and beſieged him in Abel of Beth- 
maachah, and they caſt up a bank againſt the city, and 
it ſtood in the trench: and all the people that were with 
Joab, battered the wall to throw it down. 

Then cried a wiſe woman out of the city, Hear, hear; 
ſay, I pray you, unto Joab, come near hither, that I may 
ſpeak with thee: ; 

And when he . come near unto her, the woman 
ſaid, Art thou Joab? And he anſwered, I am he. Then 
ſhe ſaid unto him, Hear the words of thine handmaid. 
And be anſwered, I do hear. 


Then ſhe my ſaying, They were wont to ſpeak in 
old 
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old times, faying, They ſhall ſurely aſk countel at Abel : 
and fo they ended the matter. 

J am one of them that are peaceable and faithful in 
Iſrael; thou ſeekeſt to deftroy a city and a mother in 
Ifrael : why wilt thou ſwallow up the inheritance of 
the Lonp? And Joab anſwered and faid, Far be it, far be 
it from me, that 1 thould ſwallow up or deſtroy. 

The matter is not ſo: but a man of mount Ephraim 
(Sheba the ſon ot Bichri by name) bath lift up his hand 


againſt the king, even againſt David: deliver him only, 


and Iwill depart from the city. And the woman ſaid unto 
Joab, Behold, his head thall be thrown to thee over the 
wall. 

Then the woman went unto all the people in her 
wiſdom, and they cut oft the head of Sheba the ſon of 
Bichri, and caſt it out to Joad: and he blew a trumpet, 
and they retired from the city, every man to his tent: 
and Joab returned to Jeruſalem unto the king. 


ANNOTATIONS awnp REFLECTIONS, 


We find that David was refolved to remove Joab from 
the ſupreme command of the army, agreeably to his 
promiſe to Amaſa, tor his inſolence was inſupportable. 
Amaſa not being able to make ſuch quick diſpatch as 
the caſe required, David was greatly diſquieted, which 
made him ſend Abiſhai, with the Cherithites, &c. who 
met with Amaſa. 

Hab it is ſuppoſed joined them, with a determined re- 
ſolution to put Amaſa to death, and retain the command 
of i.e army ia defiance of the king: when he had per- 
pet. lied this wicked act, he proteſied himſelf in David's 
juter{t ; and as there was an abſolute neceſſity to go 


againſt the rebels, the people without heſitation followed 


him. 


The 
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The arguments uſed by the wiſe woman were per- 


ſuaſive and powerful; though, according to our tranſla- 


tion, they are in a great meaſure unintelligible to us; 
but it plainly apprars, that ſhe meant to expoſtulate 


with Joab for not firſt, offering terms of ace, before he 


proceeded to the deſtruction of a city, which was part of 
the Lord's inheritance; aſſuring him, that, had he in- 
formed them of the cauſe, the inhabitants would ſoon 
have ended the matter, by complying with any reaſon- 
able demands. The treachery of Joab in reſpect to 


Amaſa, muſt ſtrike every good mind with abhorrence ; $- 


and it is needleſs to comment on it. 


SECTION XXVI. 


A FAMINE IN ISRAEL X. 


As ſoon as the leader was cut off, the ſedition was at 
an end, and peace was eſtabliſhed, but another dreadful 
calamity ſoon fell upon the land of Iſrael, a three years 


famine. This is among the evils which is generally under- 


ſtood by people, who have religious minds, as coming im- 


mediately from the hand of Gop, to bring men to repent- 


ance and reformation. David, in the preſent inſtance, 
confidered it in that light, and enquired of the Losp; 
by which means he learnt, tat it was for Saul and is 
bloody houſe, becauſe he flew the Gibeonites. 

It has been related in a former part of this hiſtory, 
that Joſhua made a league with the Gibeonites ; in con- 


| ſequence of which, the Iſraelites were bound, in the 


moſt ſolemn manner, to ſuffer them to live quietly 
amongſt them. Saul, it ſeems, had yiolated this treaty, 


* 2 Sams xxi. 
and 
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and killed a number of them in times of peace without 
the leaſt provocation, in order that his "friends might 
poſſeſs their cities: many of the Iſraelites had been in- 
ſtrumental to his injaſtice ; Gop was diſhonoured by the 
people's having broken a covenant made in his holy name, 
and his-religion would have been deſpiſed, it the nations 
around had caufe given them to ſuppoſe that it admitted 
of a breach of a public treaty. 

The Gibeonites, it is likely, were by this time ſo in- 
creaſed, that they were diſtreſſed for towns to dwell in; 
and the Iſraelites, in all probability, inattentive to their 

necellities, made themſelves partakers of Saul's fin, by | 
retaining thoſe cities, which were the lawful property at 
the Gibeonites. National fin calls for national puniſh- | 
ment ; and, according to the Jewith conſtitution, it was | 
neceſſary that atonement ſhould be made for every | 
breach of the Divine law. | | 

As ſoon as the ca of the famine was known, David's 
next care was to find out the remedy ; for this purpoſe 
he applied to the Gibeonites, to learn in what manner 
he could give them ſatisfaction. They demanded to have 
ſeven men of the family of Saul delivered into their bands : 
this requiſition was conſiſtent with their ideas of juſtice; 
therefore David was commanded of G op to comply with 
their deſire, and feven men were accordingly delivered 
to them, whom they hanged. As it was left to David 
to fix on the perſons, who were by their deaths to make 
ſatisfaction to the Gibeonites, he carefully ſaved alive 
thule who were the immediate deſcendants of Saul and - 
Jonathan, namely, Mephiboſheth the ſon of Jonathan, 

and Micah the fon of M-phibotheth, with the four fons 

of M:cah ; by which means he performed the oath which 

he ſware in th ecave of Engedi; tat fs would not cut off 

Saul's ſeed after him, to deſiroy his name out of his father's 
houſe 
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kouſe; and the covenant he made with Jonathan, to ſhow 
| kindneſs to his poſterity. The men who were hanged were 
inconfiderable perſons, and-they moſt likely had been 
actually concerned with Saul againſt the Gibeonites, in 
which caſe they met with the fate. they deſerved; but if 
they were innocent victims to public juſtice, as they died 
for the good of their country, Gop doubilels removed 
them to a better ſtate. | 

A fall vindication of David's conduct in this tranſ-- 
action, has been written by a learned author, and ſatiſ- 
factory reaſons given, why Gop required ſuch an expia-- 
tion to be made; but it 1s of little uſe, to the generality 
of readers, to employ their time and thoughts upon this 
or any obſcure paſſage, fince we may be certain it is of 
no real importance to us to-inveſtigate them; for every. 
part of ſcripture, efertzally necefJary to. be under 
order to obtain eternal happineſs, is ſo plainly- expreſſed, 
that the meaneſt underſtanding may comprehend it; 
though perſons who have leiſure and abilities are by no 
means forbidden to employ. their rcicarchies in dilcover- 
ing what is difficult, provided they do not, in the pride of 
human reaſon, diſpute the truth of Divine REvELaTION, 
or ſay in their hearts, Gop is“ unjuſt, or untaithful.“ 
When the Gibeonttes had received full ſatisfaction, and 
the famine ccaſed, David greaily rejoiced, and is ſuppoſed 
to have written the following pſalm on this occaſion. 


| +Praiſe wattet/r for Thee, O Gop, in 1 ny unh 
| Thes hell the vow be performed. 
O Thou that ſie treſt prayer, unto Thee ſhall all ſleſli come. 
Inaquities prevail againſt me : as for our tranſgreſſions, 
Thou /halt purge them away. | 
Blefjed is the man whom Thou chooſeft and cauſeſt to ap- 
- k's Comment. + Plalm lav. 


| proack 
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proach unto Thee, that he may dwell in Thy courts : u ſhall 
be fatisfied with the goodneſs of Thy houſe, even of Thy holy 
temple. ; 
By terrible things in righteouſneſs wilt Thou anſwer us, 
O Gov of our ſalvation: who art the confidence of all the 
ends of the earth, and of them that are afar off upon the ſe. 

WWiich by His firengili ſetteth faſt the mountains ; being 
girded with power. 

Nich flilleth the noiſe of the ſeas, the noiſe of . WAaVEs, 
end the tumult of the people. 

They alſo that dwell in the uttermoſt parts are afraid at 
Thy tokens : Thou > the out-goings of the morning and 
evening to rejoice. 

Thou viſite/t the earth and — it : Thou greatly en- 
richeſt it with the river of Gor which ts full of water <- 
Thou prepareſ them corn, when Thow haſt ſo provided for it. 

Thou watereſt the ridges thereof abundantly : Thou fertigt 
ite Narrows cre, Thaw make/t it ſoft with {{10'Wers, TM 
leſſeft the ſpringing thereof. | 

Thou crowneft the year with Thy goodneſs, and Thy 
paths drop fatne/s. 

They drop upon the paſtures of the wilderneſs : and the 
little hills rejoice on every fide. 

ie paſtures are clothed with flocks ; the wallies alſo are 


covered over with corn ; they haut for] Joy, they alſo fing. 


In this pſalm David acknowledges, that praiſe 18 due to 
Gop from all mankind, - but particularly fram thoſe of 
$9108, where the holy ſactuary was. He obſerves that 
they ſhould not be diſcouraged by their iniquity from ad- 
drefling their petitions to the Lonn, fince he had gra- 
cioully pardoned the ſins of him and his people. . He 
confeſſes the almighty power of Gon, who is able to rula 


the ſtormy elements, and the turbulent paſlions of the 
| human 


— 
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human mind, and to ſhew forth his glory, in remoteſt re- 
gions, by the wonderſul works of nature. David then 
expreſſes his gratitude for the late relief from famine, ac- - 
knowledging that the bounties of harveſt are the gifts 
of Divine Providence, fince it would be-in vain for- 
the huſbandman to purſue the labours of the field, unleſs. 
the Lorp ſent His bleſſing on the /2zd.to give fettility 
to it. It is neegleſs to remark, that it is of 8 ap- 
plication. 

We have an account of four ſacceflive-wars with the 
Philiſtines, which, though exprefled in very few words, 
there is reaſon to believe, laſted a confiderable time; It 
is imagined that Abſalom's rebellion encouraged the Phi- 


 liſtines to begin them. 


The Philiftines had at this time ſeveral men of extra- 
ordinary ſtature amongſt them, all jt ſeems of the kindred ' 
of Goliath; and though they had experienced the little 


uſe of ſach men in an army, yet they caſt thetr cycd va. 


theſe, now flattering themſelves, that by their help they 
might retrieve their honour, and take revenge upon Da- 
vid. But the ſame Almighty power that had enabled this 
king, when an unexperienced youth, to defeat the gigan- 
tic champion of the Philiſtines, aſſiſted his valiant offi-- 
cers in deſtroying the monſtrous deſcendants of this . 
arrogant boaſter, who, like him, confided in human- 
ſtrength and vain idols. 

The people of Iſrael entertained a high degree of affec- 
tion for their venerable king, and would not ſaffer him, 


as he was grown old and feeble, to riſk a life fo valuable. 


to them in any future battle. 

When theſe wars were happily ended, and David was 
in perfect peace both at home and abroad, he is thought 
to have publiſhed the thankſgiving, which i is in the 22d 


8 chapter of the 2d of Sam ucl. ; . 


8 ECTION. 
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SECTION KXXVIL 


BAVID NUMBERETH THE PEOPLE—A PESTILENCE: 
ENSUES. 


From 1 Chron, Chap. xxi. xxii. 
Axv Satan ſtood up againſt Iſrael, and provoked David 


to number [ſrael. 

And David ſaid to Joab, and to the rulers of thes peo- 
ple, Go, number Iſrael from Beer- ſheba even to Dan; 
and bring the number of them to me, that I may know it. 

And Joab anſwered, The Toxb make his people an 
hundred times ſo many mare as they be: but, my lord 
the king, are they not all my lord's ſervants? why then 
doth my lord require this thing? why will he be a c:uſe 


of truſpals tw ilfrach, 

Nevertheleſs, the king's word prevailed againſt Joab: 
wherefore Joab departed and went throughout all Iſrael, 
and came to Jerulalem. | 

And Joab gave the ſum of the number of the people 
unto David And all they of Iſrael were a thonſand 
thouſand and an hundred thouſand men that drew ſword: 
and Judah was four hundred threeſcore and ten thouſand 
men that drew ſword, 

But Levi and Benjamin counted he not among them: 
for the king's word was abominable to Joab. 


And Gop was diſpleaſed with this thing, therefore he 
ſmote Iſrael. 


And David ſaid unto Gop, I have ſinned greatly, be- 
cauſe I have done this thing : but now, I beſeech thee, 


do away the iniquity of thy teryant, for I have done very 
fooliſhly, 


And the Loxp ſpake unto Gad, David's ſeer, ſaying, 
Ga 


— 


C 116. Y 
Vo and tell David, ſaying, Thus faith the Lonp, T offer: 
thee three things, chooſe * one of them, that 1 may do 
it unto thee. | 
So Gad came to David, and ſaid unto him, Thus faith 
the Lonp, Chooſe thee, either three years famine, or 
three months to be de ſtroy ed before thy foes (while that 
the ſword of thy enemies overtaketh thee), or elſe three- 
days the ſword: of the Lox, even the peſtilence in the 
land, and the angel of the Lonp deftroying throughout 
all the coatt of Iſrael : now therefore adviſe thyſelf, what 
word I ſhall bring again to him that ſent me. 
And David ſaid unto Gad, I am in a great ftrait : 4% 
me fall now into the hand of the Lon, (for very great 
are his mercies) but let me not fall into the hand of man. 
So the Lokp ſent peſtilence upon Iſrael: and thers 


fell ot Hrael ſeventy thouſand men. 
And Guy ſeut au agel unte Jeruſfalom to dofiroy it + 


and as he wes deſtroying, the Lonxp beheld, and he re- 
pented him of the evil, and ſaid to the angel that deſtroy- 
ed, It is enough, ſtay now thine hand. And the angel 
of the Lonp ſtood by the threſhing- floor of Ornan the 
Jebuſite. | 
And David lift up his eyes, and ſaw the angel of the 
Lonn ſtand between the earth and the heaven, having a 
drawn ſword in his hand ſtretched out over Jeruſalem ; 
then David and the elders of Iſrael, who were clothed in 
ſackcloth, fell upon their faces. 
And David ſaid unto Gow, Is it not I that cothmanded 
the people to be numbered ? even I it is that have ſinned . 
and done evil indeed; but as for theſe ſheep, what have 
they done? let thine hand, I pray thee, O LORD my Gon, 
be on me, and on my father's houſy, but not on thy peo- 
ple, that they ſhould be plagued. 


Th en th angel of the Lonp commanded Gad to ſay 
t= 


0- 


then 5 ſacrificed there. 


E 
*o David, that David ſhould go up and ſet up an altar 
unto the Lonp, in the threſhing-floor of Ornan the Je- 
buſite. I 

And David went up at the ſaying of Gad, which he 
ſpake in the name of the Lozp. 

And Ornan turned back, and ſaw the angel; and his 
four ſons with him hid themſelves. Now Ornan was 
threſhing wheat. | 

And as David came to Ornan, Ornan looked and ſaw 
David, and went out of the threſhing-floor, and bowed 
himſelf to David with his face to the ground. 

Then David ſaid to Ornan, Grant me the place of this 
threſhing-floor, that I may btild an altar therein unto 
the Loxp ; thou-ſhalt grant it me for the full price, that 
the plague may be ſtayed from the people. 

And Ornan faid unto David, Take it to thee, and let 
my lord the king do that which is good in his eyes: lo, 
1 give thee the oxen alſo for burnt offerings, and the 
threſhing- inſtruments for wood, and the wheat for the 
meat- offering, I'give it all. 

And king David faid to Wins Nay, but I will verily 
buy it for the full price: for I will not take that which 
is thine for the YR nor offer burnt offerings wan 
-coſt, 

80 David gave to Ornan for the place, fix hundred 
"ſhekels of gold by weight. 

And David built there an altar unto the Lonxp, and 
offered burnt-offerings and peace: oflerings, and called 

upon the Lokp, and he anſwered him from heaven by 
fire upon the altar of burnt-offering. 

And the Loxp commanded the angel, and he put up 


lis ſword again into the ſheath thereof. 


At that time, when David ſaw that the Lorp had an- 
ſwered him in the threſhing- floor of Ornan the Jebuſite, 


For 
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For the tabernacle of the Lonp which Motes made 
in the wilderneſs, and the altar of the burnt-offering, 
were at that ſeaſon in the high place at Gibeon. 

But David could not go before it to enquire of Gop; 
for he was afraid, becauſe of the ſword of the angel of 
the Lon v. | 

Then David ſaid, This is the houſe of the Lonxp Gop, 

and this is the altar of burnt-offering for Iſrael, | 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


This ſection contains a moſt melancholy relation, and 
great difficulties attend the explanation of it. The fin 
which David committed was a breach of 'the law of 
Moſes *. 

It is ſuppoſed, that, in the pride of his heart, David 
numbered the people, and that the Iſraelites wwilfully neg- 
lected to pay the tribute which the Loxp enjoined as an 
acknowledgment that their lives, which werejuſtly for- 
feited to him by their ſins, were redeemed by his mercy. 
We may be ſure they were guilty of preſumptuous fin, 
and that David's conſcience accuſed him of having com- 
mitted it. I think we may likewiſe conclude, from the 
nature of the puniſhments propoſed, that the Iſraelites 
were partakers in the offence; for peſtilence, war, and 
famine, were appointed by the ALmicurTy for the chaſ- 
tiſement of national ſius; and what can be more likely to 
awaken the conſciences of a people, who are forgetful of 
their duty to Gon, than a ſudden calamity, which ſweeps 
off thouſands in a day ? 

It is impoſſible to deſcribe, or even to imagine, the * 
2 horror of ſuch a ſceue; and we have reaſon to pray; that 

ſach a dreadful judgment may never fall npon this land 
in our days; but, if the increaſing impiety of the nation 


Exodus XXX. II, and ſequel. 


ſhould 
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mould provoke the Lon p to afflict us with peſtilence, we 

may learn, from David's example, to humble ourſelves 
pefore Gop, with ſincere reſolutions of obeying his holy 
-will, and then we may hope to be preſerved, as he was, 

through Divine mercy. ; 

Then we need not be afraid for the terror by night; nor 
for the arrow that flieth by day; nor for the peſlilence that » 

evalketh in darkneſs ; mr for the deſtruction that waſteth at 
noon day : a thouſand ſhall fall beſide us, and ton thouſand 
at our right hand, but it flrall not come near us. We ſhiull 

. abide under the ſhadow of the Apnighty, and He * de- 

liver us &. 

It is a happy thing to reflect, that in all dungen how - 
great ſoever, thoſe who are religious may confide in Gop 
for protection. In this world, good perſons are ſafe under 
his /hadow, as the pſalmiſt expreſſes it; but if it is the 

Divine pleaſure to permit them to fall among ſinners in 
a time of public calamity, it is but to remove them into 
the /ght of His GLOKIOUs PRESENCE, 

We find that Satan was the firſt inſtigator to' David's 
crime; but David was equally guilty in the fight of God, 
as if it had proceeded originally from his own wicked in- 
clination; from whence we learn, that it is no excuſe 
for fin, to ſay we were tempted, as the Lord will certainly 


enable every one to reſiſt temptation who will ſeek for 
Divine aſſiſtance. 


SECTION XXVII.. 


DAVID MAKETH PREPARATIONS FOR BUILDING THE 
TEMPLE—INSTRUCTETH SOLOMON=—CHARGETH THE 
PRINCES, 

From 1 Chronicles, Chap. xxii. 


AxD David commanded to gather together the ſtrang- 


* Pſalm xci. 
ers 
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ers that were in the land of Iſrael, and he ſet maſons te 
Hew wrought ſtones to build the houſe of Gop. 

And David prepared iron in abundance for the nails 
for the doors of the gates, and for the joinings ; and braſs 
in abundance without weight: Alſo cedar-trees in abun- 

dance ; for the Zidonians, and they of __ brought 
much cedar-wood to David. ' 

And David ſaid, Solomon my ſon is young and tender, 
- and the houſe that is to be builded for the Loxo muſt 
be exceeding magniſical, of fame and of glory through- 
out all countries: I will therefore now make preparation 
for it. So David prepared abundantly before his death. 

Then he called for Solomon his ſon, and charged him 
to build an houſe for the Lon p Gop of Ifrael. 


And David faid to Solomon, My ſon, as for me, it was 


in my mind to build an houſe unto the name of the 
Lorp my Gop: But the word of the Lonp came to me, 
ſaying, Thou haſt ſhed blood abundantly, and haſt made 
great wars: thou ſhalt not build an honſe unto my name, 
becauſe thou haſt ſhed mach blood 2 551 the earth in 
my ſight. 

Behold, a ſon ſhall be born to thee, FOE! ſhall be a 
man of reſt; and I will give him reſt from all his ene- 
mies round about: for his name ſhall be Solomon, and I 
will give peace and quietnefs unto Iſrael in his days. 

He ſhall build an houſe for my name; and he thall be 


my ſon, and I will be his father; and I will eſtabliſh the 


throne of his kingdom over Iſrael for ever. 

Now, my fon, the Lorp be with thee ; and proſper 
thou, and build the houſe of the Loxp thy Gon, as he 
hath ſaid of thee. 

Only the Lord give thee wiſdom and underſtanding, 
and give thee charge concerning Iſrael, that thou mayeſt 
keep the law of the Lonp thy Gov. 


Then 
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Then ſhalt thou proſper, if thou takeſt heed to fall 
the ſtatutes and judgments which the Loup charged 
Moſes with concerning Iſrael. Be ſtrong and of good 
courage; dread not, nor be diſmayed. | 

Now behold, in my trouble I have prepared for the 
houſe of the Loxp an hundred thouſand talents of gold, 
and a thouſand thouſand talents of filver ; and of braſs 
and iron without weight: for it is in abundance : timber 
alſo - and ſtone have x prepared; anc thou mayeſt add 
thereto. 

Moreover, there are workmen with thee in abundance, 
hewers, and workers of ſtone and timber, and all manner 


| of cunning men for every-manner of work, 


Of the gold, the filver, and the braſs, and the iron 
there is no number. Ariſe therefore, and us doing, and 
the Lonp be with thee. 

David alfo commanded all the princes of Iſrael to help 
Solomon his ſon, ſaying, Is not the Loxp your Gop with 
you ? and hath he not given you reſt on every fide? for 
he hath. given the inhabitants of the land into mine 
hand; and the land 1s ſubdued before the Loxp, and be- 
fore his people. * 

Now ſet your heart aa your ſoul to ſeck the Lonp 
your Gop; ariſe therefore, and build ye the ſanctuary of 
the Lonp Gon, to bring the ark of the covenant of the 
Lon, and the holy veſſels of God, into the houſe that! is 
to be built to the name of the Lon. 


ANNOTATIONS axv REFLECTIONS. 
We read in the laſt ſection, that David purchaſed the 


chreſhing · floor of Ornan for a conſiderable ſum of money, 


and that he determined to built the Temple on that ſpot ; 
he received inſtruction concerning the form of the Tem- 
pleand its furniture, in the —— as Moſes had done 

Vor, III. G in 
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in reſpeRt to the Tabernacle; by this means he was en- 
abled to direct all the neceſſary preparations. We find 
that he had collected together immenſe treaſures for this 
holy purpoſe. Gold and ſilver abounded in thoſe days 


much more than at preſent, for many mines have been 


entirely exhauſted. He had been victorious in above 
twenty battles with the richeſt enemies in the world, 
many of whom had ſhields of gold, their weapons were 
at leaſt ornamented with that metal, and even their ca- 
mels necks were adorned with golden chains: they alſo 


carried idols of gold and ſilver with them; therefore we 


may eaſily conceive, that the perſonal ſpoils which David 
took from his enemies muſt have amounted to an incre- 


dible ſum, and in all probability the _— of their oltics | 


to a much greater. 
Edom, the Arabias and Syrias on both gdes of the ku- 


phrates, and the Paleſtine coaſt, (which countries abound- 


ed with mines) were tributary to him; conſequently the 
tribute that was annually paid to him muſt have been 


immenſe. David likewiſe brought great wealth to his 
kingdom, by trading with other nations; for his country 


was well cultivated, the produce of the land of Iſrael 


being much more than ſufficient for its inhabitants; nei- 
ther could they conſume all the commodities with which 


their numerous flocks and herds ſupplied them, 

Since his conqueſt of Edom, David had another ſource 
of riches; for by reducing that country to a province, he 
became maſter of two ſea- port towns on the Red Sea, 
Elath and Eſion- geber; from whence he carried on, for 
twenty-five years before his death, a very profitable trade 
to Ophir and Tarſhiſh, in the eaſtern part of the world; 
each of theſe places, among other yaluable articles, fur- 


niſhed David with great quantities of gold and filver. So 


that it is eaſy Enos Ai" 
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riches ; and from the piety of his diſpoſition we may 
conclude, that he was deſirous of employing them in ſuck 
a manner as might ſhew to the world, that he acknow- 
ledged Gop as the ſupreme KIxG of Iſrael, and oonſidered 


himſelf only as the captain and GI of the Loxy's 
inheritance. 
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SECTION XIX. 
ADONIJAH CAUSETH HIMSELF TO BE PROCLAIMED KING. 
SOLOMON, BY DAVIDS APPOINTMENT, Is ANOINTED, 


From 1 Kings, Chap. i. 


AnD king David was old and ſtricken in years; then 
Adonijah, the ſon of Haggith, exalted himſelf, ſaying, I 
will be king: and he prepared him chariots and horſe- 
men, and fifty men to run before him. 14 oh 

And his father had not diſpleaſed him at any tims, in 
faying, Why haſt thou done ſo? and he alſo was a very 
goodly man: and his mother bare him after Abſalom 

And he conferred with Joab the ſon of Zeruiah, and 
with Abiathar the prieſt: and they eng * 
helped him. 

But Zadok the prieſt, and Benaiah the fon of Jehaiada; 
and Nathan the prophet, and Shimei, and Rei, and the 
mighty men which e ta David, went not with 
Adonijah. | 

And Adonijah flew = and oxen — fat ae 
the ſtone of Zoheleth, which is by En- rogel, and call 


his brethren the King's ſons, and all the men of has 
the king's ſervants. 


But Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, and the — ws 
en, and Solomon his brother, he called not. | 


Wherefore N athan ſpake unto Bath-ſheba the mother 
13-468 G 2 | of 
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of Sclomon, faying, Haſt thou not heard that Adonijah 
tle ſon of Haggith doth reign, and David our lord 
knoweth it not? now therefore come, let me, I pray thee, 


give thee counſel, that thou mayeſt ave thine own life, 
and the life of thy ſon Solomon. 

Go, and get thee in unto king David, and ſay unto him, 
Didſt not thou, my lord, O king, ſwear unto thine hand- 


maid, ſaying, Aſſuredly, Solomon thy ſon ſhall reign - 


after me, and he ſhall fit upon my throne? why then 
doth Adonijah reign? Behold, while thou yet talkeſt 


there with the king, I will alſo come in after thee, and 


confirm thy words. 


And Bath-ſheba went in unto the king, in the cham- 


ber; and the king was very old. 


And Bdth-ſheb# bowed, hnd did obeifance unto the 


king: and the king ſaid, What wouldeſt thou? And ſhe 
ſaid unto him, My lord, thou ſwareſt by the Loxp thy 
Gop unto thine handmaid, ſaying, Aſſuredly Solomon 
thy ſon ſhall reign after me, and he ſhall fit upon my 


throne: And now, behold, Adonijah reigneth; and now * 


my lord the king, thou knoweſt it not. 
And he bath flain oxen, and fat cattle, and ſheep in 
abundance, and hath called all the ſons of the king, and 


| Abiathar the prieſt, and Joab the captain of the hoſt: 


but Solomon thy ſervant hath he not called. 


And thou, my lord, O king, the eyes of all Iſrael are | 


upon thee, that thou ſhouldeſt tell them who ſhall Gt on 
the-throne of my lord the king after him. 


Otherwiſe it ſhall come to paſs, when my lord tlie 


kilig ſhall ſleep with his fathers, that I and my ſon So- 


lomon ſhall be counted offenders, 
And lo, while the yet talked with the king, Nathan 
the prophet alſo came in. 
me they told the King, ſaying, Behold, Nathan the 
prophet, 


* 
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het. And when he was come in before the king, 


be bowed bimlelf before the king wirh bis face to the 


und. 
And Nathan ſaid, My lord, O0 king, baſt thou ſaid, 


Adonijah ſhall reign after me, and he mall ſit upon my 
throne? For he is gone down this day, and hath ſlain 
oxen, and fat cattle, and ſheep in abundance, and hath 
called all the king's ſons, and the captains of the hoſt; and 
Abiathar the prieſt; and behold, they eat and drink be- 


+ fore him, and ſay, Gop ſave king Adonijah. * 


But me, even me thy ſervant, and Zadok the prieſt, 
and Benaiah the fon of Jchotada, and 2 W ene, 
hath he not called. 

Is this thing done by my lord the king, and thou haſt 
not ſhewed it unto thy ſervant, who ſhould M\ on 1 
throne of my lord the king after him? oo 

Then king David anſwered and ſaid, Call me Biih- 
ſheba : and the came into _ __ am um ſtood 
before the king. | 

And the king ware, and ſaid, As the Lonn' kvetli, 
that hath redeemed my ſoul out of all diſtreſs, even as I 


{ware unto thee by the Lon p Gop of Iſrael, ſaying, Al- 


ſuredly Solomon thy ſon ſhall reign after me, and he thall 
ſit upon my throne in my ſtead; even ( w_l I qo rnagnr 
do this day. | 2 

Then Bath - ſneba bowed with her face to wo ranch, 
and did reverence to the king, and _ Wow my lord 
king David live for ever. 

And king David ſaid, Call me Zadok the pred and 
Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the ſon of urge 
And they came before the king 45 

The king alſo ſaid unto them, Take you the ſervant 
of your lord, and cauſe Solomon my ſon to ride upon 
mine own mule, and bring him down to Gihon. 

G 3 And 
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And let Zadok the prieſt, and Nathan the prophet, 
anoint him there king over Iſrael: and blow ye with the 
trumpet, and ſay, Gop ſave king Solomon. | 

Then ye ſhall come up after him, that he way come 
and fit upon my throne; for he ſhall be king in my ſtead: 
and I have appointed him to be ruler over Iſrael, and 
over Judah. 

And Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada anſwered the king, 
and faid, Amen: the Loxp Gop of my lord the _— 
ta too, 

As the Lozp hath been e inden king cre ſa 
be he with Solomon, and make his throne greater than 
the throne of my lord king David. 


So Zadok the prieſt, and Nathan the prophet, and Be- 
| Raiah the ſon of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and the 
| Pelethites, went down, and cauſed Solomon to ride upon 


king David's mule, and brought him to Gihon. 

And Zadok the prieſt took an horn of oil out of the 
tabernacle, and anointed Solomon: and they blew the 
trumpet, and all the people ſaid, Gon ſave king Solomon, 

And 344 aii the people came up after him, and the people 
md with pipes, and rejoiced with great joy, fo that the 
earth rent with the ſound of them. 

And Adonijah and all tho gueſts that were with them, 
heard it as they had made an end of eating : and when 


| Joab heard the ſound of the trumpet, he ſaid, Wherefore 


is this noiſe of the city being in an uproar? And while 
he yet ſpake, behold, Jonathan the ſon of Abiathar the 
prieſt came, and Adonijah ſaid unto him, Come in, for 
thou art a valiant man, and bringeſt good tidings. ' | 
And Jonathan anſwered and ſaid to Adonijah, Verily 
our lord king David hath made Solomon king. , 
And the king bath ſent with him Zadok the prieſt, 
and Nathan the prophet, * Benainh the fon of _ 
ada, 
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ada, and ho Cherethites, and the Pelethites, ood they 


have cauſed him to ride upon the king's mule. 
And Zadok the prieſt, and Nathan the prophet, anoint- 


ed him king in Gihon: and they are come up from thence 


rejoicing, ſo that the city rang again: this is the n 
that ye have heard. 

And alſo Solomon fitteth on the throge of the King 
dom, 

And moreover, the king x phys came on — our 
lord king David, ſaying, Gop make the name of Solomon 
better than thy name, and make his throne greater than 
thy throne: and the king bowed himfelt upon the bed. 

And alſo thus ſaid the king, Bleſſed be the LonDo Gop 
of Iſrael, which hath given one to fit on my 4 2 this 
day, mine eyes even ſceing it. 

And all the; gueſts that were with Adouijah were 
afraid, and roſe up, and went every man his way, 

And Adonijah feared becauſe.of Solomon, and nals 
and went, and caught hold on the horns of the altar. | 
And it was told Solomon, ſaying, Behold, Adonijah 
feareth; king Solomon: for Io, he hath caught hold on 
the horns of the altar, ſaying, Let king Solomon ſwear 
unta me to, day, that he will not ſlay his ſervant with 

the ſword... 

And Solomon ſaid, If he will ſhew himſelf a worthy 
man, there ſhall not an hair of him fall to the earth: but 
if wickedueſs ſhall be found in him, he ſhall dic. 

So. king Solomon ſent, and they, brought Adonijah 
down, from the, altar: and he came and bowed himſelf 


to king Solomon: and Solomon ſaid unto a Go to 


thine houſe, 4: 


ANNOTATIONS AvD REFLECTIONS 


Solomon was a much younger man than Adonyah, 
G 4 Who 
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od after Abſalom's death was the eldeſt, and therefore, 
according to the uſual cuſtom of other nations, he was 
heir to the crown; but as Gop himſelf had been the only 
king of the Iſraclites till Samuel's days, ſo when at the Þ 
people's defire the form of government was altered, the 
- Lonptall reſerved to himfelf the right of nominating 
the ſucceſſor when the throne became vacant, as we read 
in the law of Moſes: Mien + thou art come into the land, 
which the Lord thy Gon giveth thee, and ſhalt ſay, Twill 
fet a king over me, thou ſhalt by all means make him king 
awhom the Lon all chuſe; fo that when Gop had de- 
clared his appointment of Solomon (as he did by the 
prophet Nathan) David was not at liberty to make choice 
of any other; but we may ſuppoſe that all his other ſons 
were jealous of 'this preference given to a younger bro- 
ther, which made them fo ready to join with Adonijah. 
At what time David ſware to Bath-ſheba that Solomon 
ſhould fit on his throne, is uncertain; but moſt likely, on 
Nathan's being ſent to give Solomon a name, 'which de- 
noted his being beloved of the Lord, David gave his mo- 
ther a ſolemn promiſe, that fince Gop had fo manifeſtly 
declared in favour of this child, he would for his part 
do the utmoſt in his power to facilitate his ſucceſſion, 
All Adonijab's ambitious views were in an inſtant fruſ- 
trated, and he found that it was in vain to oppoſe the will 
of the Lorp, though he had prevailed on Joab the gene- 
ral of the forces, and Abiathar the high-prieſt, to eſpouſe 
his cauſe. How it came to paſs that they proceeded in 
fuch an important affair without the knowledge of Da- 
vid, is not related; but from the eircumſtance of David's 
giving Zadok the preference on a former occaſion, we 
have reaſon to ſuppoſe, that Abiathar had been irregular 
in the adminiſtration of his office. As for Joab, he fre- 


Deut. xvii. 14, 15. 
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quently treated his ſovereign with the utinoſt diſreſpect, 
and therefore his conduct is the leſs to be wondered at. 

Nathan, Zadok, and Benaiah, were known to. Ado- 
nijah as true and faithful ſubjects to king David, and for 
that reaſon they were excluded from the general invita- 
tion ; and we may be ſure, if they had been invited, they 
would have refuſed to go; therefore we muſt not ſuppoſe 
that Nathan's diſpleaſure towards Adonijah aroſe from 
this circumſtance of neglect, but that he mentioned it as 
a proof to the king, that his fidelity, as well as that of 
Zadok and Benaiah, were too publicly known for any one 
to attempt perverting them; and to convince their good 
old monarch, that there were ſtill ſome perſons of conſe- 
quence ready to maintain the right of him whit Gop | 
had choſen. 

Adonyah fled to the altar, ſuppoſing that veneration 
for that facred place would prevent his being put to 
death; his ſcheme fucceeded, and finding there was no 
other way of ſaving his life, he paid obeiſance to his law- 
ful ſovereign, and withdrew his claim to the crown. It 
muſt doubtleſs have given great affliction to David in his 
latter days, to meet with ſuch unkindneſs and ingratitude 
from a ſon, whom he had ever treated with the utmoſt 
degree of tenderneſs and indulgence; but hie uttered no 
murmurs or complaints, for he ſaw tlie hand of the 
Lox ſtill chaſtiſing him, in order that his penitence 
might continue to the laſt; and that the world might 
know, from his example, what evils the Lord ſuffers to 
fall upon thoſe who commit ſuck crimes as David was 
guilty of, and the behaviour which Goo requires from 
- offenders nn. his holy laws. 
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SECTION XXX. 


DAVID MAKETH PREPARATIONS FOR BUILDING THE 
TEMPLE—COMMANDETH SOLOMON TO BUILD 11— 
AND CHARGETH THE PRINCES TO ASSIST HIS so. 


From 1 Chron. Chap. er xxix. 


Axp David aſſembled all the — of Iirael, the 
princes of the tribes, and the captains of the companies 
that miniſtered to the king by courſe, and the captains 

over the thouſands, and captains over the hundreds, and 
the ſtewards over all the ſubſtance and poſſeſſion of the 
king, and of his ſons, with the officers, and with the 
mighty men, and with all the Want men, unto Jeru- 
ſalem. 

Then David the king ſtood upon his feet, and ſaid, 
Hear me, my brethren, and my people, As for me, I had 
in mine heart to build an houſe of reſt for the ark of 
the covenant of the Loxp, and for the foot- ſtool of our 
Gop, and had made ready for the building; But Gop 
ſaid unto me, Thou ſhalt not build an houſe for my 
name, -becauſe thou haſt been a man of war, and haſt 
ſhed blood. | 

Howbeit, the Lond — of Iſrael choſe me before all 
the houſe of my father, to be king over Iſrael for ever. 
For he hath choſen Judah to be the ruler; and of the 
houſe of Judah, the houſe of my father, and among the 
ſons of my father, he liked me to make me king over 
all Iſrael: And of all my ſons, (for the Loxp hath given 
me many ſons,) he hath choſen Solomon my ſon to ſit 
uppn ſhe throne of the kingdom of the Loxp over 
Ifrae], 


And 
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And he fail unto me, Solomon thy ſon, he ſhall build 
my houſe and my courts: for I haye choſen him to be 
my ſon, and T will be his father. 

Moreover, [ will eſtabliſh his kingdom for ever, if he 
be conftant to do my commandments and my judgments, 
as at this day. 

Now therefore in the fight of all Iſrael the congrega- 
tion of the Lon b, and in the audience of our Gop, keep 
and ſeek for all the commandments of the Loxp your 
God: that ye may poſſeſs this good land, and leave it 
for an inheritance for your children after you for ever. 

And thou, Solomon my ſon, know thou the Gon of 
thy father, and ſerve him with a perfect heart and with 
a willing mind. For the Lonp ſearcheth all hearts, 
and underſtandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts : 
if thou ſeek him he will be found of thee; but if thou 
forſake him, he will caſt thee off for ever. 

Take heed now: for the Lorp hath choſen thee to 
build an houſe for the ſanctuary: be ſtrong, and do it. 

Then David gave to Solomon his ſon, the pattern of 
all that he had by the Spirit of the Lord, And he gave 
of gold by weight, and of ſilver alſo by weight, for all 
inſtruments of every kind of ſervice. 

All this, ſaid David, the Loxp made me underſland in 
writing by his hand upon me, even all the works of this 
pattern. 

And David ſaid to Solomon his fon, Be ſtrong and of 
good courage, and do it : fear not, nor be diſmayed, for 
the Loxp Gop, even my Gov, will be with thee; he 
will not fail thee, nor forſake thee, until thou haſt 
finiſhed all the wan. for the ſervice of _ houſe of the 
Lond. + 

And behold, the carte of the priefts ad the Levites, 
even har 1d ſhall be with thee for all the ſervice of the 
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houſe of Gop: and there ſhall be with thee for all mau- 
ner of workmanſhip, every willing ſkilful man, for any 
manner of ſervice : alſo the princes and all the People 
will be wholly at thy commandment. 

Furthermore David the king ſaid unto all the « congre- 
gation, Solomon my ſon, whom alone Gop hath choſen, 
is yet young and tender, and the work is great; for the 
palace | is not for man, but for the Loxp Gop. _ 

Now I have prepared with all my might for the houſe 
of my Gop, the gold for things to be made of gold, and 
the ſilver for things of filver, and the braſs for things of 
braſs, the iron for things of iron, and wood for things of 
wood: onyx-ſtones, and ſtones to be ſet, gliftering ſiones, 
and of divers colours, and all manner of raren . a 
and marble ſtones in abundance. 

Moreover, becauſe I have , ſet my affefion to the 

houſe of my Gop, I have of mine own proper good, of 
gold and filyer, which 1 have given to.the houſe of my 
Gop, over and above all that I have prepared for the 
holy houſe, 
Even three thouſand. talents of gold of the gold of 
Ophir, and ſeven thouſand talents of refined filver. to 
overlay the walls of the houſes withal: The gold for 
things of gold, and the ſilver for things of ſilver, and for 
all manner of work to be made by the hands of artifi- 
cers. And who then is willing to conſecrate his ſervice 
this day unto the Logy? _ 

Then the chief of the fathers and princes 1 the 
tribes of Iſrael, and the captains of thouſands and of 
hundreds, with the rulers over the king's works oflered 
willingly. - 

And gave for the ſervice of the houſe of Gon, of gold, 
five thouſand talents and ten thouſand drams: and of 
flyer, ten thouſand talents; and of braſs, eighteen 

thouſand 
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thouſand talents: and one hundred thouſand talents of 


iron. 
And they with whom precious . were found, gave 


them to the treaſure of the houſe of the Lonn, by the 
hand of Jehiel the Gerſhonite. 

Then the people rejoiced for- that they offered wil- 
lingly, becauſe with perfect heart they offered willingly 
to the Lonp: and D the king alſo regoiced with 
great joy. | 

Wherefore David blefſed the Lonp beben all the con- 
gregation: and David ſaid, Bleſſed be thou, Loxp Goo 
of Iſrael our father, for ever and ever. 

Thine, O Lox, is the greatneſs, and the power, and 
the glory, and the victory, and the majeſty; for all that 
is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the 
kingdom, O Lon, and thou art exalted as head above 
all. 

Both riches and honour come 2 thee, and thou reign- 
eh oravalt; and in thine hand is power and might; and 
in thine hand it is to make great, Wen 
unto all. 

Now therefore, our Gop, we thank thee, and praiſe 
thy glorious name. 

But who am I, and what is my people, that we ſhould 
be able to offer ſo willingly after this ſort? for all things 
come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee. 

For we are ſtrangers before thee, and ſojourners, as 
were all our fathers; our days on the earth are as a ſha- 
dow, and there is none abiding. 

O Lord our Gos, all this ſtore that we have prepared 
to build thee an houſe for thine holy name, cometh of 
thine hand, and is all thine own. © 

I know alſo, my Gop, that thou trieſt the heart, and 
haſt pleaſure in uprightneſs. As for me, in the upright- 
| neſs 


( 134 ) 


neſs of mine heart I have willingly offered all theſe 
things: and now have I ſeen with joy thy people which 
are preſent here to offer willingly unto thee, 
OTLorp Gop of Abraham, Iſaac, and of Iſrael our 
fathers, keep this for ever in the imagination of the 


thoughts of the heart of thy people, and prepare their 


heart unto thee: And give unto Solomon my fon a per- 


fe@ heart to keep thy commandments, thy teſtimonies, 


and thy ſtatutes, and to do all theſe things, and to build 
the palace for the which I have made proviſion. 

And David ſaid to all the congregation, Now bleſs the 
Lox» your Gop. And all the congregation bleſſed the 
Loxy Gop of their fathers, and bowed down their 
heads, and wertippod _- Lou, and did * 
the king. | 

And they ſacrificed e unto the Lord, and 
offered burnt-offerings unto the Loxp on the morrow 
after that day; even a thouſand bullocks, a thouſand 
rams, and a thouſand lambs, with their drink offerings, 
and ſacrifices in abundance for all Iſrael: And did eat 
and drink before the Lon on that day with great glad- 
neſs. And they made Solomon the ſon of David king 
the ſecond time, and anointed him unto the Lord to be 
the chief governor, and Zadok to be prieſt. 144 

Then Solomon ſat on the throne of the Lonxp as king 
inſtead of David his a and n ar and all 1 

And all the princes, and the mighty men, and all the 
ben likewiſe of . Dawid ſubmitted themſelves 5 
Solomon the king. £ 1 11 
And the Lonxp ane Solomon ann in the 
fight of all Iſrael, and beſtowed upon him fach royal 
majeſty as had not you on any king 2 bim in 
Iſrae. 


ANNOTA- 
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ANNOTATIONS axDd REFLECTIONS, 

At the time Adonijah attempted to ſeize the throne, 
David was confined to his bed with exceſſive weakneſs ; 
but it ſeems he recovered ſufficient ſtrength to be pre- 
ſent at a ſolemn aſſembly which was called together in 
order to eſtabliſh Solomon's pretenſions. How admira- 
ble were the humility and piety of David on this ecca- 
fion, and how earneſt his defire to promote the glory oþ 
Gop! To remove all jealouſy from the minds of his 
other ſons, and prevent diſſenſions amongſt his ſubjects, 
David publicly declared, that Gop Ae had appointed 
Solomon to fit upon the throne þ 4 the KINGDOM of od 
LoxD over 1/rael. 

The princes, convinced that all which David faid and 
did at this time was agreeable to the Divine will, gladly 
followed his royal example “, in devoting part of their 
riches to the glory of Gop: and after having offered 
their ſacrifices, they feaſted on them with great joy be- 
fore the Lon D. The ſentiments of David's heart on 
this joyful occaſion, may be learnt from that excellent 
thankſgiving, which he then uttered. It is ſuppoſed 
that after he had bleſſed the people, he offered up the 


following prayer for Solomon +. 


Give the king Thy judgments, 0 God, and "wy righteouſ- 
neſs unto the king's ſon, 

He ſhall judge Thy people with "deg and Thy 
poor with Judgment. | . 


* The value of the gold (beſides the ſeven Ck ne of ilver) 
which David gave out of his own private eftate, amounted to the ſum of 
21,000,000]. of our money, which might eaſily be amaſſed by N 
voyages to Ophir and Tarſhiſh. 

+ Pſalm Ixxii. 
The 


— 
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The mountains ſhall bring peace to i po, and the 
little hills, by righteouſneſs. 

He ſhall judge the poor of the people, he ſhall ſave the 
children of the needy, and ſhall break in pieces the oppreſſor. 

They ſhall fear Thee as long as the ſun and moon endure, 


throughout all generations. 


He fhall come down like rain upon the mown graſs : as 


ſhowers that water the earth. 


In his days ſhall the RAMA Ry Þ and abundance 
of panes eng av the moon endureth. 

the all Pons e ee e far ve ſet; and From: the 
river unto the ends of the earth, 


They that dwell in the wilderneſs ſhall bow befere hin 
and his enemies ſhall lick the duft. 


De kings of Tarſhiſk and of the iſles 8 
fents : the kings of Sheba and Seba ſhall offer gifts, 
Tea, all kings ſhall fall down before him: all nations 
ſhall ſerve him. ; | 
For he ſhall deliver the needy * 1 the poor 
alfo, and him that hath no helper. _ 

He /hall ſpare the poor and needy,.and Mall. ſave the ſouls 
of the needy. 
He. ſhall redeens their ſoul from deceit' and violence and 
precious ſhall their blood be in his ſiglit. 
And he ſhall live, and to him ſhall be given of the gold 
of Sheba ; prayer alſo ſhall be made for him continually, and 
_ daily ſhall he be praiſed. 

There ſhall be an handful of corn in the earth upon 1 
2 r the mountains, the fruit thereof ſhall ſliake like Leba- 

and they of the city ſhall flouriſh like graſs of the earth. 

"ns name ſhall endure for ever : His name ſhall be con- 

tinued as long as the ſun, and men ſhall be bleſſed We; 


all nations ſhall call him bleſſed. & 


Blſſed be the LoxD Gop, the GOD of Iſrael, is only 


| doth wondrous things, 


| And 
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And bleed be His glorious name for ever, and tt the 
Hole earth be filled with ghry ; Amen, and amen. 
The prayers of David the fon of Jeſſe are ended. 


It appears, from the begliniiig of this pſalm, that Da- 
vid's intention was to pray for bleſſings on his ſon Solo- 
mon; but before he could proceed to expreſs all that he 
wiſhed concerning the glory of his reign, he was in- 
ſpired by the Holy Spirit to deſcribe, in a prophetic 
manner, that of the Meſſiah's kingdom. This prophecy 
was calculated to furniſh inſtruction to Solomon, by 
ſetting before him ſuch rules as might ſerve for a 
guide to him in the character of vicegerent of that 
great Being, whoſe, temporal kingdom he was appointed 
to govern: and it will appear, from the courſe of this 
hiſtory, that Solomon was happy in proportion to his ob- 
ſervation of theſe rules, and wretched and inglorious 
when he deviated from-them. 


SECTION XXI. 


DAVID GIVETH A CHARGE 10 SOLOMON HIS SON, 
AND DIETH, 


1 Kings, Chap. ii, 1 Chron. Chap. xxix. 


N ow the days of David drew nigh, that he ſhould 
die; and he charged Solomon his ſon, ſaying, I go the 
way of all the earth: be thou ſtrong therefore, and ſhew | 
thyſelf a man, 

And keep the charge of the Lonp thy God, to walk 
in his ways, to keep his ſtatutes, and his commandments, 
= his judgments, and his teſtimonies, as it is written 
in the law of Moſes, that thou mayeſt- proſper: in all 
that thou doeſt, and whitherſoever thou turneſt thyſelf : 
that the Lans may continue his word which he ſpake 
3 


* 
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concerning me, ſaying, If thy children take 1 to 
their way, to walk before me in truth, with all their 
heart and with all their ſoul, there ſhall not fail thee 
(ſaid he) a man on the throne of IiraeL 

Moreover, thou knoweſt alſo what Joab the fon of 
Zeruiah did to me, and what he did to the two captains 
of the hoſt of Iſrael, unto Abner the ſon of Ner and unto 
Amaſa the ſon of Jether, whom be ſlew, and ſhed the 
blood of war in peace, and put the blood of war upon 
his girdle that was about his lain, and in his ſhoes that 
were 0n his feet. 

Do therefore according to thy wiſdom, and let not his 
hoar head go down to the grave in peace. 

But ſhew kindneſs unto the ſons of Barzillai the Gi- 
leadite, and let them be of thoſe that eat at thy table: 
for ſo they came to me when I fied. n of ben 
thy brother. 

And behold, thou haſt with — Shimei the ſon of 
Gera, a Benjamite of Bahurim, which curſed me with a 
grievious curſe, in the day when I went to Mahanaim : 
but he came down to meet me at Jordan, and I ſware to 
him by the Lokb, ſaying, I will not put thee to death 
with the ſword, _ 

Now therefore hold him not euiltleſs: for 3 art a 
w:ſe man, and knoweſt what thou oughteſt to do unto 
him; but his hoar head bring thou down to the grave 
with blood. 

So David ſlept with bis e and Was r in the 
city of David. 

And the time that he ns over Iſrael was forty 
years; ſeven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirty and 
three years reigned he in Jeruſalem. 

And he died in a good old age, full of days, riches 
and honour, And Solomon his ſon reigned in his ſtead, 
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| ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


As David was ſenſible that his laſt hours drew nigh, 
he called for his ſon Solomon, that he might. with his 
dying lips enforce the admonitions he had formerly given 
him concerning obedience to the Loxp; and likewiſe 
inftru& him in ſome particulars, neceſſary to ſecure his 
peaceable poſſeſſion of the throne. 

Joab was a man of a very turbulent ſpirit, who had 
on ſeveral occafions reſiſted David's authority, and had 
lately joined in a conſpiracy againſt Solomon; it was 
therefore likely, that he would give the young king a 
great deal of trouble, and Solomon perhaps might be in- 
duced to ſpare him on account of his venerable years, 
and the high rank he had long borne in the army; Da- 
vid therefore exhorted Solomon to act towards him as 
wiſdom ſhould direct; and reminded his ſon of the for- 
mer crimes Joab had committed, how frequently he had 
oppoſed the lawful commands of his ſovereign, and how 
treacherouſly he had murdered Abner and Amaſa, 
From David's own words when Joab murdered Ab- 
ner, we may conclude, that he certainly would have 


called him to his trial immediately; but he feared that 


by attempting it, he might occaſion more bloodſhed. 
amongſt his ſubjects, as Joab had great influence in the 


army; neither was the King in a fituation to admit of 


bis taking vengeance for the death of Amaſa, as he was 
at that time but juſt returned to the royal city, and the 

kingdom in the utmoſt confuſion, = 
David's general behaviour to his enemies gives us rea 
reaſon to ſuppoſe, that for every grivare injury he would 
readily have forgiven Joab ; but as King of Iſrael, he 
could not pardon him without being guilty of a breach 
of God's commands himſelf; for the law was very ſtrong 
againſt 


r 


( 140 


againſt wilful murder, and admitted of no atonement 


for it by ſacrifices; and prayers. -Suppoting- that the 
anger of Gop could be appeaſed by humiliation, it is 
impoſſible to make reſtitution to the dead; for this rea- 
ſon the'Loxp commanded, that he who killed another 


ſhould forfeit his own life. Beſides, © in the image of 


| Gon made he man,” therefore it is impious for any one to 


deſtroy that body in which the CREATOR has placed an 
immortal Soul, fince the Supreme Being alone has a 

right to diſpenſe life and death, Beſides, the land of 
Iſrael was peculiarly ſanctified by the vile manifefta- 
tion of the PRESEN CR of Gop, who had ſaid (by the 
mouth of Moſes) © Ye hall not pollute the land wherein 
I dioell, for blood defileth the land, which cannot be cleanſed 
F the blood that is fhed therein, but by the blood of him that 
ſhed it. Defile not therefore the land wherein I dwell, for 
T the Lonp dwell amongſt the children of Iſrael.” So that 


the king, who ſuffered a wilful murderer to live, en- 


dangered the bringing a curſe upon his kingdom, and 


vas anſwerable in a great meaſure for any ſubſequent - 


murders the offender might commit. The Iſraelites it 
is true ſlew a great number in war, but they were per- 
ſons who had themſelves defaced the image of Gop by 
their abominable practices, and had forfeited their lives 
by their crimes; in reſpect to theſe, therefore, the Iſ- 
raelites were but the inſtruments of Divine juſtice, and 
acted by Gop's expreſs command, And ſo did thoſe 
who put to death ſuch as were guilty of capital offences; 
for Gop had ordained the puniſhment, and it was the 


duty of the magiſtrate to put it in execution. It was 


for the ſake of public zuftice, and not to gratify private 
reſentment, that David adviſed Solomon * no? to let Foad's 
Hear head go dawn to the grave in peace.” Une 8 
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Some learned authors * are of opinion, that the text 
relating to Shimei is not properly tranſlated,” and. that 
it ſhoald have been rendered, Now therefore hold him 
not guiltleſs, (for thou art a wiſe man, and knoweſt what 
thou oughteft to do unto him) xoRr his hoar head bring thou 
down to tlie grave with blood.” If this is the right inter- 
pretation of the paſſage, (which Solomon's treatment of 
Shimei confirms) then we may underſtand, that David 
only intended to caution his ſon to keep a ſtri& eye up- 
on Shimei, as his loyalty was by no means to be depend- 
ed on; neither was it conſiſtent with wiſdom and policy 
to permit ſuch a ſeditious perſon to enjoy the ſame pri- 
vileges in every reſpect, as his faithful ſubjeQs did. 

When David had ' given all requiſite inſtructions to 
Solomon, his buſineſs on earth was finiſhed ; and as the 
faculties of his mind were unimpaired, there is no doubt 
but he paſſed his laſt moments in pious meditations. 

David + had ſet the Lord always. before him, there- 
fore (even in this tremendous honr) his heart was glad, 
and Aris glory (or immortal ſpirit) rejoiced ; for he firmly 
truſted that it would not be left for ever in the place of 
the dead, but that even his body ſhould' rie again; and 
that God would redeem his Sour from the power of the 
grave, and not ſuffer him, who had been ſanctiſied by 
the inſpiration of the A Spirit, to fee corruption; but 


would ſhew him the path of life, which leadeth to the 


preſence of Gop, where is fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe | 
right hand there are pleaſures for evermore ! | 


1 Chandler and Delany's Life of David. 
1 Sec Pſalm xvi. 8, &c. aud xlix. 15. 
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SECTION XXXII. 


A RETROSPECTIVE VIEW OF THE CHARACTER or KING 
DAYID, THE MAN AFTER GOD's.OWN, HEART. 


We have now gone entirely through the hiſtory of 


king David, which affords great delight and inſtruction: 


he certainly was one of the beſt men that ever lived up- 
on earth, and none of the boaſted heroes * of antiquity ' 
areworthy to ftand in anydegree of competition with him, 


either for courage or virtues; and yet we often hear, 


among thoſe who call themſelves learned and polite, the 
character of this king vilified in the moſt opprobrious 
terms, becauſe! he is ſtyled in Scripture, the man after 
Gop's, oun heart, though he was guilty of great violations 


of the moral law; it is therefore neceſſary to explain, 
how we are to underſtand this expreſſion. A ſhort time 


after Saul was made king, he broke through the condi- 
tions on which he had been raiſed 70 fit on the throne of 
the Lon over Iſrael, and arrogated to hincif the ſupreme 


power, /inſtead of acting as Go p's vicegerent ; and for 


this cauſe, the prophet Samuel was ſent to tell him, that 


he was rejected as captain of the Loxp's inheritance, and 
- that his kingdom ſhould not deſcend to his poſterity, for 
.the LORD had ſought him a man after his own heart ; that 
is, one who would never forget that he received his au- 


thority from the Lon, and was bound to govern him- 
ſelf agreeably to .Gop's commands. David, when a 
humble ſhepherd, was remarkable for his piety and amia- 
ble diſpoſition, and juſtified the preference which was 
given to him at that time. 

dr are told, that immediately after he was anointed 


. Ses in Dr. Delany's Life of David, a parallel between this king and 


the e profane hiſtory. 
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captain of the Lonxp 8 inheritance, and had the promiſe of 
the kingdom given to him, the Spirit of the Lonxb came 
on him, and we read of his performing many acts that 
required ſupernatural afſiſtance : all the ſueceſſes which 
the Iſraelites had againſt the Philiſtines during the re- 
mainder of Saul's reign, were under David; from which 
Saul was led to ſuſpect, that he would alſo perde him 
in the throne; till at laſt his jealouſy was ſo inveterate, 
that he reſolved, if poſſible, to deſtroy him : David, 
however, was protected by an Almighty arm, for (not- 
withſtanding it muſt be acknowledged that he commit- 
ted many errors, which ſhew that he was ſubject to hu- 
man imperfection) he preſerved the higheſt reverence 
for Gop, and zeal for the honour of religion, and on 
this account was delivered from the moſt imminent 
dangers by the interpoſition of Divins Provipaxcs, | 
being ſtill, in the general tenor of his conduct, a nn 
efter God's own heart, When he gave way to the in- 


 petuofity of paſſion, he was always unfortunate ; but adyer- , 


ſity had its proper effect on his mind; he prayed for par- 
don, and the Spirit of the Lord again aſſiſted him: at 
length, after a variety of trials, he was anointed king 
over all Iſrael; at which time he entered into a cove- 
nant, that he would conſider the people as ſheep commit- 
ted to his care by the Lord, would provide for theirſafety, 
and rule them with tenderneſs; and, as captain of the. 
Lonp's mheritance, would help them to ſubdue their ene- 
mies: we may alſo collect from many of his Pſalms, that 

the Lonp had made a covenant with David, and affured 
him by his holy Spirit, that if he continued faithful to _ 
the truſt repoſed in him, he would eſtabliſh his king- 
dom for ever; and that if his poſterity were obedient to 

the Loxp, they ſhould reign after him, in regular ſuc- 
ceſſion, till a prince ſhould be born of David's race, that 
Would rule over all the kingdoms of the earth. David 
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een, this EG as relating ultimately. io the, 
Mcss1an, and, though many years before our Saviour 
appeared on earth, acknowledged him to be RANA: 
which proves that he had perfed? faith in Goo. 

As ſoon as David was ſettled on the throne, bis . 
ſtudy was to ſhew forth the Gion of Gov, and to pro- 
mote the proſperity of Iſrael ; for theſe purpoſes, he efta- 
bliſhed public worſhip, reſtored the law of Moſes, and 
made moſt excellent regulations in the government. He 
ſubdued all the idolatrous nations that profeſſed enmity 

to the Loxp IEHOVAR, and always imputed his ſucceſs 
to Gop. During the whole of his reign, he governed 
his people with the utmoſt clemency and juſtice, and 
was beloved and honoured by them to the end of his 
life; and his hiſtory abounds with inſtances of his ge- 
neroſity, benevolence, mildneſs, and magnanimity. In 
reſpect to Uriah, David certainly was a great offender _ 
againſt the moral law, and by that law is /ifewwas forfeited ; 
however, in conſideration of his exemplary penitence, and 
his general fidelity, it pleaſed Gon to pardon him; but 
that no one might be encouraged to ſuppoſe ſuch wicked 
actions were excuſeable, David was condemned to ſuffer 
ſuch afflictions as ſhould deter others from committing the 
ſame crimes; and we may judge, from the conſolations 
he received by the Holy Spirit, that his behaviour under 
theſe chaſtiſements was ſuch as became the man after 
. Gop's own heart, As ſoon as the end for which the 
puniſhment was inflicted on him was anſwered, he was 
once more reſtored to peace, and admitted to the holy 
Tabernacle ; where he poured forth his ſoul in thankful | 
acknowledgments of the goodneſs of the LOAD), and. 
promiſes of future obedience. | 
When David found his latter end ating he 
| =p on to his people that Solomon was appointed 


to 


/ 
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to ſucceed him in the throne, cauſed him to be anointed 


in his life-time, acquainted him with the covenant of the 
Lon p, and exhorted him to obſerve the conditions of it, 


Whilſt we are endeayouring to obtain a juſt idea of 


the character of David, we muſt not omit to mention 
his collection of Pſalms, a treaſury of Divine inſtruction, 


of ineſtimable value, which, as long as the world laſts, 


muſt be held in the higheſt eſtimation by pious perſons ; 
fince they are ſo adapted to the common occaſions of 
life, that eyery one, from the higheſt monarch to the 
meaneſt ſlave, may appropriate them to his uſe: they 
teach us not only kow' Go muſt be worſhipped, but 
furniſh us with the means of doing it in the moſt accept- 
able manner: the afflicted may pray, the ſinner expreſs 
contrition, and the happy rejoice before the Loxy, in 
the very words of David: national calamities may be 


deplored, and national mercies acknowledged by theſe 


Divine compoſitions ; the harmonious concert is ſanctifi- 
ed by ſuch heavenly ſtrains, and the artleſs notes of the 
humbleſt chriſtian, dignified by the poetry of the beet 
ſinger of Iſrael, Many of the Pſalms begin with prayer 
or praiſe, and end with affurances to the humble and 
penitent; that the Loxy will preſerve and protect all 


| thoſe who truſt in Him. In ſuch paſſages, we may 


clearly diſcern the marks of Divine inſpiration; and they 
were certainly diQtated by the A/ Spirit, for the conſo- 
lation, not only of David, but of every one elſe who will 
accept of this Divine bounty ; and even the cur/es which 
David, in the character of king of Ifracl, denounced 
againſt the idolatrous nations, may ſerve as admoni- 
ons to us, ſince they point out the crimes for which thoſe 
ſinners were deſtroyed ; let us then examine our hearts 
by them, and if we find there any inclination to commit 


ſuch fins, let us make * to repent, leſt the Loxp caſt 
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25 out alſo for rebelling againſt him: we muſt be care- 


ful not 10 apply theſe curſes to ſuch as have injured us, for 
no chriſtian can be in the ſituation which David was in 
when he penned them; and beſides, we have an expreſs 
command, 10 love our enemies ; to bleſs, and curſe not. 

T think we may learn from David's hiſtory, that a 
man after Gor's own heart, is one who makes the Divine 
will the general rule of his life; who has a fervent zeal 
for the honour of Gop, and a beneyolent regard to the 


happineſs of mankind ; whois patient in adverfity, hum- 


ble in proſperity ; who examines his own heart, to ſee 
if there is any way of wickedneſs in him; acknowledges 


his ſins with ſhame and repentance, and avoids the re- 


petition of them; who aſpires after that perfection of 


goodneſs, which human nature in its preſent ſtate cannot 


attain to; and who truſts to the infinite mercy of Gop 


for pardon, eſteeming 4:s favour as the higheſt bleſſing 


he can enjoy, and longing to be admitted to thoſe bliſſ- 
ful regions, where, freed from his preſent tumultuous 


paſſions, he may render more e ſervice to this 


beſt of Beings. 

Gop vindicated his honour by ene diſpleaſure 
againſt Dayid for his crimes, and has cauſed his hiſtory 
to be written for the edification of the world; if we turn 
it into ridicule, we deſpiſe the admonitious of the Loup; 
and if we harden ourſelves in fir, inſtead of amending our 
lives by David's example, and xerxOACH Go for calling 
him, the man after his owh heart, wwe blaſpheme his HoLY 
Nams ; therefore let us never join in ſuch profane con- 
verſation, as it will prove that we are neither well 
grounded in religion, nor acquainted with ſacred hiſtory, 
and that we-want to find pretences for continuing in 
wickedneſs, 
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SECTION XXIII. 


soLOMON REIGNETH—ADONIJAH PUT TO DEATII, 
From 1 Kings, Chap. ii. 


Tur ſat Solomon upon the throne of David his fa- 
ther, and his kingdom was eſtabliſhed greatly. 

And Adonijah the ſon of Haggith came to Bath-ſheba, 
the mother of Solomon, and ſhe ſaid, Comeſt thou peace- 

ably ? And he ſaid, Peaceably, 
Ne ſaid moreover, I have ſomething to ſay unto thee. 
And ſhe ſaid, Say on. 

And he ſaid, Thou knoweſt that the kingdom was 
mine, and that all Iſrael ſet their faces on me, that I 
ſhould reign : howbeit the kingdom is turned about, and 
is become my brother's : for it was his from the Loxp. 

And now I atk one petition of thee, deny me not. And 
ſhe ſaid unto him, Say on. | 

And he ſaid, Speak, I pray thee unto Solomon the 
king (for he will not ſay thee nay) that he give r me Abi - 
ſhag the Shunamite to wite. 

Bath-ſheba therefore went unto king IR to 
ſpeak unto him for Adonyah: and the king roſe up to 
meet her, and bowed himſelf unto her, and ſat down on 
his throne, and cauſed a ſeat to be ſet for the king's mo- 
ther, and ſhe ſat on his right hand. 

Then the ſaid, I defire one ſmall petition of thee, I 
pray thee ſay me not nay. And the king ſaid unto her, 
Aik on, my mother, for I will not ſay thee nay, 

And ſhe ſaid, Let Abiſhag the Shunamite be given 
to Adonyah thy brother to wife, 

And king Solomon anſwered and ſaid unto his mother, 
And why doſt thou aſk Abiſhag the Shunamite for 

1 H 2 Adonijah? 
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Adonijah? aſk for him the kingdom alſo; (for he is mine 
elder brother;) even for him, and for Abiathar the prieſt, 
and for Joab the ſon of Zeruiah. 

Then king Solomon ſware by the Lord, ſaying, Gop 
do ſo to me, and more alſo, if Adonijah have not ſpoken 
this word againſt his own life. 

Now therefore, as the Log liveth, which hath eſta- 
bliſhed me, and ſet me on the throne of David my fa- 
ther, and: who hath made me an houſe, as he prochiſd, 
Adonijah ſhall be put to death this day. 

And king Solomon ſent, by the hand of Benaiah the 

ſon of Jehoiada, and he fell upon him that he died. 
And unto Abiathar the prieſt ſaid. the king, Get thee 
to Anathoth, unto thine-own fields, for thou art worthy 
of death: but I will not at this time put thee to death, 
becauſe. thou bareſt the ark of the Loxd Gop before 
David my father, and becauſe thou haſt been afflicted in 
all wherein my father was afflicted, 

So Solomon thruſt out Abiathar from being prieſt unto 
the Loxp ;/ that he might fulfil the word of the Loxo, 
which he ſpake concerning the houſe of Eli in Shiloh. 

Then tidings came to Joab, (for Joab had turned after 
Adonyah, though he turned not after Abſalom) and 
Joab fled unto the, tabernacle of the Lon p, and caught 
hold on the horns of the altar. 

And it was told king Solomon that Joab was fled unto 
the tabernacle of the Lozp, and behold he is by the 
altar: then Solomon ſent Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada, 
ſaying, Go fall upon him. 

And Benaiah came to the .tabernacle of the Lonp, 
and ſaid unto him, Thus faith the king, Come forth. 
And he ſaid, Nay, but I will. die here, And Benaiah 
| brought. the king word again, ſaying, Thus ſaid Joab, 
and ons he anſwered me, 
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And the king ſaid unto him, Do as he hath ſaid, and 
fall upon him, and bury him; that thou may eſt take 
away the innocent blood which Joab med from me, and 
from the houſe of my father. 

And the Lonxp thall return his blood upon his own 
head, who fell upon two men more ri ighteous and better 
than he, and flew them with the ſword, my father Da- 
vid not knowing thereof, to wit, Aber the ſon of Ner, 
captain of the hoſt of Ifrael, and Amaſa the ſon of Je- 
ther, captain of the hoſt of Judah. 

Their blood ſhall therefore return upon the head of 
Joab, and upon the head of his ſeed for ever: but upon 
David, and upon his ſeed, and upon his houſe, and upon 
his throne, ſhall there be peace for ever from the Lonp. 

So Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada went up, and fell upon 
him, and flew him ; and he was buried in his own houſe 
in the wilderneſs, 

And the king put Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada in his 
room over the hoſt ; and Zadok the prieſt did the king 
put in the room of Abiathar. 

And the king ſent and called for Shimei, and ſaid unto 
him, Build thee an houſe in Jeruſalem, and dwell there, 
and go not forth thence any whither. 

For it ſhall be, that on the day thou goeſt ont, and 
paſſeſt over the brook Kidron, thou ſhalt know for cer- 
tain, that thon ſhalt ſurely die: thy blood ſhall be upon 
thine own head. 

And Shimei ſaid nnto the king, The faping is good: ay 
my lord the king hath faid, ſo will thy ſervant do. And 
Shimei dwelt in Jeruſalem many days. | 

And it came to paſs at the end of three years, that two 
of the ſervants of Shimei ran away unto Achiſh the for 
of Maachah king of Gath : and they told Shimei, faying, 
Behold thy ſervants be in Gath, 
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And Shimei aroſe and ſaddled his aſs, and went to 
Gath to Achiſh to ſeek his ſervants: and Shimei went 
and brought his ſervants from Gath. 

And it was told Solomon that Shimei had gone from 
Jeruſalem to Gath, and was come again. 

And the king ſent and called for Shimei, and faid unto 
him, Did I not make thee ſwear by the Lox, and pro- 
_ teſted unto thee, ſaying, Know for a certain, that on the 
day thou goeſt out, and walkeſt abroad any whither, 
that thou ſhalt ſurely die? and thou ſaidſt unto me, The 

word that I have heard, is good. 

Why then haſt thou not kept the oath of the Lorp, 
and the commandment that I have charged thee with? 
The king ſaid moreover to Shimei, Thou kuoweſt all 
the wickedneſs which thine heart is privy to, that thou 
didſt to David my father: therefore the Lon» ſhall re- 
turn thy wickedneſs upon thine own head : And king 
Solomon ſhall be bleſſed, and the throne of David ſhall 
be eſtabliſhed before the Loup for ever. 

So the king commanded Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada, 
which went out and fell upon him, that he died: and 
the kingdom was eſtabliſhed in the hand of Solomon. 


ANNOTATIONS xD REFLECTIONS. 


No ſooner was Solomon ſeated on the throne, than 
Adonijah began to renew his ſcheme of diſpoſſeſſing him; 
and with this view he Uefired to have Abiſhag, who had 
formerly been one of David's wives. Solomon promiſed 
him, when he fled to the altar on a former occaſion, 
« that if he would fhew himſelf a worthy man, he ſhould 
remain in ſafety : but that, if there was any way of wick- 
edneſs in him, he ſhould ſurely die :” therefore Solomon 
was fully juſtified in caufing him to be put to death, 


fance. the we mo of the r required it; and it was 
Solomon $ 
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Solomon's duty to put the law of Gop eradly in execu- 
tion againſt all offenders, without having reſpe& to 
affinity of blood; becauſe he ſat in the throne of the 
LORD JEHOVAH over 1/rae!, and was not at liberty to 
conſult his ozwn inclinations in reſpect to the puniſhment 
of thoſe who wiſhed to diſpoſſeſs the Lorp's vicegerent. 
As for Joab, he ſoon gave proofs of his diſloyalty, and 
furniſhed Solomon with a fair pretence for condemning 
him to death for treaſonable practices; but it ſeems, that 
he had before reſolved to puniſh him for the murders of 
Abner and Amaſa. Whoever recollects the cruel cir- 
cumſtances with which Joab prepetrated thoſe crimes, 
muſt-own, that it would have been a great encourage- 
ment to wickedneſs, if the grey hazrs of ſuch a notorious 
ſinner had been faffered to go down to the grave in peace. 
Abiathar, as high prieſt, ſhould have devoted himſelf 
entirely to the ſervice of Gop, inſtead -of co-operating 
with thoſe who were endeavouring to ſuperſede the 
king, who was appointed of the Loxp, therefore he was 
unworthy to fill that holy office; but, in reverence to 
the LorD, Solomon forebore to put him to death. Abia- 
thar was the laſt prieſt of the houſe of Eli. Zadok was 
a deſcendant of Eleazar. We muſt not ſuppoſe that 
there were #9 high · prieſts in the time of David, contrary 
ta the original inſtitution, though Zadok and Abiathar 
are ſometimes mentioned together; but probably on 
account of the Ark being in one place, and the brazen 


altar for burnt-ſacrifices at another, the high-prieſt had 
an aſſiſtant. Abiathar ſeems to have had the pre-emi- 


nence till the latter end of David's reign, when he was 
rejected for oppoſing Gop's will in reſpect to Solomon's 
ſueceſſion to the crown; and Zadok was anoirted, but 


did not take the office upon him, till Solomon diveſted 
Abiathar of it. 
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By the reverence which Solomon ſhewed to his mo- 
ther, we may conclude, that he would have complied 
with her requeſt, if it had been lawful for him to do fo : 
but Bath-ſheba had never conſidered the conſequences 
of it; and therefore, we may conclude, readily ab- 
ſolved him from his promiſe, when ſhe was taught to ſee 
Adonyah's petition in a proper light. 

Achiſh, the king of Gath, had been ſo great a friend 
to David, that though David had conquered the Phi- 
liſtines, he ſuffered hinrftill to retain the title of a king, 
and only made him tributary; ſo that there was a 


friendly correſpondence between his city and Jeruſalem, 


by which means Shimei might eaſily hear that his ſer- 
vants were there; but ſhould have ſent another to ſeek 
them; for he certainly drew his puniſhment upon his 
own head, becauſe he was warned of the conſequences 
of preſuming to go out of Jeruſalem, and gave reaſon 
for ſuſpicions of his having ſeditious purpoſes in view. 

W hat is ſuppoſed to be the true interpretation of Da- 
vid's dying injunction reſpecting Shimei, has been already 
explained: and we find that Solomon, who was the 
wiſcft of men, put the ſame conſtruction on his father's 
words. His treatment to Shimei furniſhes us with a 
ſufficient anſwer to thoſe who cenſure David on this 
head “. 1 - Joke 
1 SECTION 

I have h'therto avoided the diſcuſſion of Bath-ſheba's character, for 
the ſame reaſons which deterred me from entering into every particular of 
David's conduct in reſpe& to Uriah; but it may be neceſſary to obſerve, 
that it appears from Solomon's reſpectful treatment of her, and from ſome 
expreſhons in the Proverbs, that ſhe was in her general behaviour an amia- 
ble woman; not that this juſtifies her crime. She certainly was a par- 
taker in David's ſin; and, we may conclude, a partner alſo in his _ 
row, remorſe, and chaſtiſement. 


It is a needleſs queſtion to r why David was not commanded to 
put 


* 
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SECTION XXIV. 
SOLOMON'S SACRIFICES AT GIBEON-—HIS DREAM, 
From 2 Chron, Chap. i. and 1 Kings, Chap.” iii. 

Anv Solomon the ſon of David was ſtrengthened in 
his kingdom, and the Lorp his Gop was with him, 
and magnified him exceedingly. 

And Solomon loved the Lox, walking in the ftatutes. 
of David his father: only he ſacrificed and burnt incenſe 
in high places. 

Then Solomon ſpake unto all Iſrael, to the captains of 
thouſands and of hundreds, and to the judges, and to 
every governor in all Iſrael, the chief of the fathers. 

So Solomon and all the congregation with him went 
to the high place that was at Gibeon: for there was the 
tabernacle of the congregation of Gov, which Moſes the 
ſervant of the Loxp had made in the wilderneſs. 

But the ark of Gop had David brought up from Kir- 
Jath-jearim to the place which David had prepared for 
it: for he had pitched a tent for it at Jeruſalem. 

Moreover, the brazen altar that Bezaleel the fon of 
Uri, the ſon of Hur had made, he put before the taber- 


nacle of the LoxD: and Solomon and the congregation 
fought unto it. 


put her away, ſince we have in the New Teſtament clear and'exprefs laws 
in reſpect to adulterers ; and therefore have no-occafion to refer to David's 
hiſtory in this particular : it we do, it ſhould be with a view to obſerve 
the unhappy conſequences of his deviations from the marriage law, inſti. 

tuted at the creation. The cuſtom of the age authoriſed in ſome degree 
a plurality of wives; but whoever conſiders the tenderneſs of David's diſ- 
poſition, and his particular fondneſs for his ſons, may conceive that he 


would have enjoyed more domeſtic happineſs had they been all the 
children of one mother, OS 
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In Gibeon the Lonp appeared to Solomon in a dream 

by night: and Gop ſaid, Aſk what I ſhall give thee. 
And Solomon ſaid, Thou haſt ſhewed unto thy ſer- 
vant David my father great mercy, according as he 
walked before thee in truth and in righteouſneſs, and in 
uprightneſs of heart with thee, and thou haſt kept for 
him this great kindneſs, that thou haſt given him a ſon 
to fit on the throne, as it 1s this day. 

And now, O Lon my Gop, thou haſt made thy ſer- 
- vant king inſtead of David my father: and I am but 
as a little child: I know not how to go out or come in. 
And thy ſervant is in the midſt of thy people which 
thou haſt choſen, a great people, that cannot be number- 

ed nor counted for multitude. 

Give therefore thy ſervant an underſtanding heart, to 
judge thy people, that I may diſcern between good and 
bad: for who is able to judge this thy ſo great a peo- 
ple? And the ſpeech pleaſed the Lok, that Solomon 
had aſked this thing. 

And Gop ſaid unto him, Becauſe thou haſt aſked this 
thing, and haſt not aſked for thyſelf long life, neither 
haſt atked riches for thyſelf, nor haſt aſked the life of 
_ thine enemies, but haſt aſked for thyſelf underſtanding 
to diſcern judgment: Behold I have done according to 
thy words: lo, I have given thee a wiſe and an under- 
ſtanding heart, ſo that there was none like thee before 
thee, neither after thee ſhall any ariſe like unto thee. 

And J have alſo given thee that which thou haſt not 
aſked, both riches and honour : ſo that there ſhall not 
be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days. 
And it thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my ſta- 
tutes and my commandments, as thy father David did 
walk, then I will lengthen thy days. 

And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream : 


and 
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and he came to Jeruſalem, and ſtood before the ark of 


the covenant of the Lord, aud offered up a thouſand + 
burnt offerings, and offered peace-otterings, and made a 


feaſt to all his ſervants. 


ANNOTATIONS AND „ REFLECTIONS. 


| Notwithſtanding David had taken ſuch extraordinary 
pains to eſtabliſh the public worthip of Gop at Jzzv- 
SALEM, it ſtill remained irregular in ſome inſtances; 
particularly in reſpe& to ſacrificing on Hien PLaces, 
which cuſtom was practiſed by Abraham and the reſt of 
the patriarchs through neceſſity, as the wandering lives 
they led would not admit of a ſettled place. Therefore, 
every high hill and every grove, where theſe faithful ſer- 
vants aſſembled their families, in order to perform their 
devotions to ALm1GuTy Gor, was ſanRified by nis ac- 
ceptance of their offerings, and became, in the general 
ſenſe of the word, the Hovss of Gop to them. As ſoon 
as the Ank was depoſited in the TaBerNACLE, and holy 
ordinances were appointed of the Lonp, it became un- 
lawful for the Iſraelites to offer burnt-ſacnfices at any 
other place but the Brazen ALTar; and that the peo- 
ple might have an opportunity of reſorting to it on pro- _ 
per occaſions, the Tabernacle, with the Ark, and all the 
appurtenances of holy worſhip, were carried about and 
ſet up, wherever the children of Iſrael reſted during 
their journeyings towards the land of Canaan, till at 
length it was fixed at Su1Lon. | 
We have read, how greatly this finful people corrupted 
the worſhip of God, by mixing with idolatrous nations; 
and know, that when the goodneſs of Gor recalled them 
to a ſenſe of their duty by -chaftiſements, they ſoon drew 
his anger upon them again by freſh provocations, ſo 


that the Diving Pxesexcs did not conſtantly abide 
H 6 | with 
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with them; for the Anx was neglected, and few thought, 
or deſired to have recourſe to it; but inſtead of that, 
many who profeſſed to adore the rue Gop, worſhipped 
lim according to the cuſtoms and rites which other na- 
tions practiſed toward idols. 

The Ifraelites had preſerved the Tabernacle, with the 
identical Brazen Altar, &c. made according to the direc- 
tions of Moſes, by Bezaleel, and fixed it at Gibeon, where 

the ſons of Eli had brought it into diſrepute, by their 
abominable profanations; and made the people ſuppoſe, 
that their ſacrifices might be more efficacious if offered 
on altars erected where their forefathers had ſacrificed. 
Numbers however till reſorted to the ſacred Altar; but 
the ſervice was incomplete, as the Ark was ſeparated 
from it; and even the prophet Samuel, in compliance 
with the cuſtom of the Tl offered ſacrifices on Hien 
PLACES. 

It has been related, with what ſolemnity David con- 
ducted the A to Jeruſalem ; and there is no doubt but 
that it was his intention to remove the Tabernacle allo, 
had he been permitted to execute his purpoſe of building 
a Tenple ; but as he was commanded to confign that work 
to his ſon, he contented himſelf with giving directions 
concerning every particular to Solomon, who continued to 
follow the uſual mode of worſhip, till ſuch time as the 
Houſe of the Loxv ſhould be built. We find however 
that he went to G1BzoN, in order to add all poſſible ſo- 
lemnity to his nEAT ſacrifice, It is ſuppoſed, from the 
number of oxen, &c, which Solomon is ſaid to have offered 
at Gibeon, that he extended the feſtival; and inſtead of 
keeping it ſeven days, as the law required, continued ſa- 
crificing every day, till he had offered the number of 
victims related. 

It is very probable, that during this faleranity Solomon 
made 
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made the following excellent reflections, which are pre- 
ſerved in the Apoecryphal Book, called the Book of WIS. 


vou . 


_ Wiſdom reacheth from one end to another mightily: and | 


feveetly doth She order all things. 
In that ſhe is converſant with Gon, ſhe meapmificth her 
nobility : yea, the LorD of all things Himſelf loved her. 


For ſhe is privy to the myſteries of the knowledge of Goo, - 


end a lover of His works, 

If riches be a poſſeſſion to be dgſi red in this life: what is 
richer than wiſdom that worketh all things ? 

And if prudence work, who of all that are, is a more cun- 
ning workman than ſhe ? 

And if a man love righteouſneſs, her labours are virtue 
for ſhe teacheth temperance and prudence, juſtice and forti- 
tude, which are ſuch things as men can have nothing more 
profitable in their hfe. 

If a man defire much experience, fhe knonweth things of old, 
and conjecturetli arig ht what is to come: ſhe Inoweth the 
ſulitiltits of ſpeeches, and can expound dark ſentences : fhe 


Horeſeeth figns and wonders, and the events of ſeaſons and 


times, 


Therefore 1 purpoſe to take her to live with me, knowing 


that ſlie will be 4 counſellor of good things, and a comfort in 
cares and grief. 

For her fake I /hall have eflimation among the multitude 
and honour with the elilers, though I be young. 

I. hall be found-of a quick conceit in judgment, and ' ſhall 
be admired in the ſight of great men. 

lden I hold my tongue they ſhall bide my leiſure ; and 
zwhen I ſpeak they [hall give good ear unto me : if I talk 
much, they [hall lay their hands pon their mouth, 


#* Wiſdom of Solomon, viiie ix. 
Moreover, 
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Moreover, by the means of her, 1 ſhall obtain immortality, 
and leave behind me am \everlaſting memorial to them that 
come after me. 

T /hall "ak te people in order, and the nations Shall be 2 
Jed unto me 

Horrible Neuer Mall be afpaid when they do but hear of 
me ; I ſhall be found good auen the nutitude, and vallans 
in War. 

After I am come into mine houſe, J will repoſe myſelf with 
her : for her converſation hath no bitterneſs ; and to live with 
her, hath no ſorrow, bit mirth and joy. | 

Now when 1 conſidered theſe things in myſelf, and pon- 
*  dered them in mine heart, how that to be allied unto wiſdom, 
is immortality, 

And great ple. zſure it is to have her friend/hip ; and in the 
works of her hands are infinite riches, and in the exerciſe of 
conference with her, prudence ; and in talking with her a 

good report: I vent about fecking ho to take her to me. 

"© Newertheleſs, when 1 perceived that I could not otherwiſe 
obtain her, except GoD gave her me, (and that was a point, 
of wiſdom alſo to know whoſe gift ſhe was) T prayed unto 
the LorD, and bejought him, and with my whole heart halide 

O Gop of my fathers, and LORD of mercy, who haſt 5 
all things with thy word, 

And ordained man through thy wiſdom, that he fboull 
have dominion over the creatures which thou haſt made, 

And order the world according to equity and righteouſneſs, 
end execute judgment-wwith an upright heart : 

Grve me wiſdom that fitteth by Thy throne, and reject me 

not from among Thy children : 

For I Ty ſervant, and fon of Thine J. andmaid, am a feeble 
perſon, and of a ſhort time, and too young for the 1 878821 
ing of judgment and latus. 

For though a man be never fo perſet among the children 
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W Wy be 00 IR IR he ſhall be no- 


thing regarded. 
Thou haſt choſen me to be. a king of Thy people, een 


e Thy ſons and daughters : 


Nou haſt commanded me to build a temple upon Thy holy 
mount, and am altar in the city wherein Thou dwelleft, a re- 
ſemblance of the holy tabernacle which Thou haſt prepared row 
the beginning ? 


And wiſdom was with Thee : which bivweth Thy works, - 


and was preſent when Thou madeft the world. and knew what 
was acceptable in Thy ſight, and right in Thy commandments. 


O ſend her out of Thy holy heavens, and from the throne of 


Thy ghry, that being preſent fhe may labour with me, that I 
may know what is pleaſing unto Thee. 

For ſhe knoweth and underflandeth all things, and ſhe 
fall lead me ſoberly in my doings, and preſerve me in her 

| 

So /hall my works be acceptable, and then ſhall T judge 
Thy people righteouſly, and be worthy to fit in my father's 
ſeat. 

For wwhat man is he that can know the counſel of Gon? 
or who can think what the will of the LorD is? 

For the thoughts of mortal men are miſerable, __ our de- 


T7?ces are but uncertain. 


For the corruptible body ich down the foul, and ile 


earthly tabernacle weigheth down the mind that muſfeth upon 
many things. 

And hardly do we gueſs aright at things that are upon 
earth, and with labour do we find the things that are before 
us : but the things that are in heaven, who hath ſearched out? 

And Thy counſel who hath known, exeept Thou give wiſ- 
dom, and ſend Thy holy Spirit from above ? 

For fo the ways of them which lived on the earth were re- 
Formed; and men were taught the things that are pleaſing 
unte Thee, and were ſaved through wiſdom, 

Such 
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Such we may reaſonably conclude were Solomon's me- 
ditations, and ſuch was his prayer, when he retired to 
_ reſt at Gibeon; and as his prayer was perfectly conſiſtent 
with the Divine will, it pleaſed the Lorp to keep the fa- 
cultics of his UNDERSTANDING awake by a miraculous 
power, after his sxxSRES were in reſpect to worldly affairs 
locked up in fleep; by which means Solomon retained: 
the 10e4As that had before occupied his mind, and conti-- 
nued his devotions in the manner related in the ſcripture 
part of this ſection (which is exactly to the ſame effect), 
on which it pleaſed the ArmiGuTy to appear to him. When 
Solomon awaked, he was ſatisfied in reſpect to the reality 
of this viſion, which muſt have been very different from 
a common dream; nor could he poſſibly miſtake it, for, 
without doubt, thoſe appearances by which Gop mani- 
feſted his Diving PreseNCe, were very different from. 
any thing that the creation furniſhes to our view, or the 
moſt lively imagination can conceive, We read indeed 
of Gop's appearing in fire in a c/oud, in the human form, 
&c. but we find that the Dz1TyY was always diſplayed by 
ſome circumſtance which ſerved to diftinguith the CREA - 
rox from the creature, 

Solomon was farther convineed by the kr of 
his capacity, that the Loxp had granted the defire of his. 
heart; for he was not only endued with abilities to diſ- 
charge the duties of his exalted ſtation, but with aſto- 
niſhing knowledge of the whole circle of human arts and 
ſciences *; and as a farther reward for his proper requeſt, 

and encouragement to keep in the path of Wispou, the 
Loxp vouchlated to renew the covenant He had formerly 
made in his name with Davip. 

The Wispox for which Solomon prayed was a poturr 
to diſcern between good and bad, that he might be enabled 


#* Wiſdom of Solomon, vi. 
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to act, on all occaſions, conformably to the rules of piety 
and juſtice: this wiſdom he received by the immediate in- 
ſpiration of Gop; but even the hurubleſt chriſtian may 
now attain it by the ſtudy of the ScrreTuREs ; for Solo- 
mon, and other infpired men, were taught he — of the 
Lonp not merely for their own ſakes, but that they 
might teach it to all who. are defirons of knowing it, 
That we may judge of the value of W1sDoM, it will be 
proper, before we proceed in the hiſtory, to conſider in 
what it principally conſiſted, and how highly it was 
prized by Solomon, 


SECTION XXXV. 


KING S0LOMON'S INSTUCTIONS CONCERNING THE 
VALUE OF TRUE W1SDOM, 


From Proverbs, Chap. iv. viii. 


HEAR, ye children, the inſtructions of a father, and attend 
to know underſtanding. For I give you good doctrine, for- 
fake you not my law, 

Twas my father's ſon, tender and only beloved in the fight 
of my mother ; he taught me alſo, and faid unto me, let thy 
heart retain my words, keep my commandments and live, 

Get wiſdom, get underſtanding : forſake her not, and ſhe 
Shall Preſerve thee ; love her, and ſhe ſhall keep thee : + ſhe ſhall 
Cive to thine head an ornament of grace; a crown of glory 
hall ſhe deliver to thee. . | 

Wiſdom is better than rubies : and all the things that can 
be defired, are not to be compared to it. 

Be not wiſe in thine own eyes e fear the Lord, and depart 
from evil, The fear of the Loxp is the beginning of vuiſ- 
dom; and the knowledge of the Hol x is underſtanding. The 

ear of the Loxp is to hate evil, pride, and arrogancy, 


EY top | i Bok 
Truft in the Lord with all thine heart ; and lan not to 

thine own underflanding : in all thy ways Ae Him; 
and He ſhall direct thy paths. Put away from thee a Bo- 
ward mouth ; and perverſe lips put far from thee ; that thou 
mayeſt walk in the way of good men, and keep the path of 
the righteous. | 

Die way of the wicked is as darkneſs, they now not at 
what they flumble ; but the path of the juſt, is as the ſhining 
light, which fhineth more and more unto the perfect day. 
Nie curſe of the LorD is in the houſe of the wicked ; but 
He Blefſeth the habitation of the juſt : ſurely He ſcorneth the 
corner; but giveth grace unto the lowly, 

Keep found wiſdom and diſcretion, ſo ſhall they be life unto 
thy ſout : then ſhalt thou walk in thy way ſafely, and thy foot 
ſhall not flumble. When thou lieft dorum thou ſhalt not be 
afraid; yea, thou ſhalt lie down and thy ſlecp ſhall be fevect : 
for the Lon hall be thy confidence. | 
Happy is the man that findet Wispox, and the man 

that getteth UnDersTANDING, Length of days are in her 
right hand; and in her left hand, riches and honour, Her 
ways are ways of pleaſantneſs ; and all her paths are peace. 
She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her ; and happy 
fs goon. one that retaineth her. 


This i is a ſraal! portion of the Book of Proverbs, which 
conſiſts of a collection of wiſe maxims, written by king 
Solomon : the whole deſerves the moſt attentive and dili- 
gent peruſal: but it will be ſufficient to point out at pre- 
ſent, that by W1sdox and UxpersTanDinG Solomon 
evidently meant RzL1610vus Wizpom; a knowledge of 
the will of Gop, and of the various duties he requires us 
to perform. By the Fear * of tie Lon, which is ſaid 

to be the beginning of this Wispom, we are to under- 


* Biſhop Sheclock's Sermons, 
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ſtand, a juſt and proper notion and conception of Gop, 
founded on reverence, admiration, honour, and love of 
Gop; which will incline us to ſeek his protection and 
favoury and induce us to put our whole truſt-and confi- 

dence in his infinite mercy and goodneſs. This Rust 
in Gop will naturally be productive of peace and tran- 
quillity of mind, and will certainly obtain the bleſſing of 
Gop, which will render the practiſe of Reii6iouvs Du- 
TIES pleaſant and delightful to us; and lead us at length 
to the attainment of EVERLASTING happineſs : ſo that 
Solomon might truly tay, © ReL1610N is a Tres or Lips 
to all that lay hold upon her, and happy is every one who re- 
taineth ler] | 
Such is the value of true wiſdom; let us therefore ear- 
neſtly endeavour to learn its precepts : they are ſcattered 
through the ſacred writings, like ſtars in the firmament ; 
each ſeparately viewed affords only a gentle glimmering 
light; but if we can collect their rays, they will enhghten 
our minds ſo that we cannot miſtake the path that leads 
to the regions of bliſs. May that ALmicary BRING, who. 
is the fountain of all wispox, aſſiſt us in the n 
purſuit! 8 


SECTION XXXVI. 


/ 
KING SOLOMON'S WISE JUDGMENT. 


From 1 Kings, Chap, fi. 


Tuꝝx came two women unto the king, and ſtood be- 
fore him, 

And one woman ſaid, O my lord, this woman and I 
dwell in one houſe: and we were together, and there was 
no ſtranger with us in the houſe. 

And this woman's child died in the night ; becauſe ſhe 
overlaid it, : 


And 


« 
—— — 


( 164 ) 


And ſhe aroſe at midnight, and took my ſon from be- 
fide me, while thine handmaid ſlept, and laid it in her 
boſom, and laid her dead child in my boſom. 

And when I roſe in the morning to give ny child 
ſack, behold it was dead: but when J had confidered it 
in the morning, behold, it was not my fon, which I did 


bear. 


And the other woman ſaid, Nay ; but the living is my 
ſon, and the dead is thy ſon: and this ſaid, No; but the 
dead is thy fon, and the my is my ſon, Thus they 
ſpake before the king. 

Then faid the king, The one faith, This is my ſon that 
liveth, and thy ſon is the dead: and the other ſaith, Nay; 
but thy ſon is the dead, and my ſon is the living. 

And the king faid, Bring me a ſword. And they brought 
a ſword before the king. 

And the king ſaid, Divide the living child in two, and 
give half to the one, and half to the other. 

Then ſpake the woman whoſe the living child was, 


unto the king, (for her bowels yearned upon her ſon) 


and ſhe ſaid, O my lord, give her the living child, and in 
no wiſe ſlay it : but the other ſaid, Let it be neither mine 
nor thine, but divide it. 
Then the king anfwered and ſaid, Give her the living 
child, and in no wiſe lay it: ſhe is the mother thereof. 
And all Iſrael heard of the judgment which the king 


had judged, and they feared the king: for they ſaw, that 


the wiſdam of Gop was in him to do judgment. 
* * 
ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 

The diffute between the two women was of ſuch an 
intricate nature as to require uncommon. penetration to 
unravel it; for each aſſerted her right to the living child 
with equal en, and there were no witneſſes to 
ſtrengthen 
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firengthen the claim of either party: Solomon, however, 
thought of an expedient which effectually diſcovered the 
real parent. That careleſs wretch, who had overlaid 
her own child, and, to cover her gnilt, had ftolen her 
neighbour's, readily conſented to the ropoſal of dividing 
the infant; but parental love abhorred the ſhocking idea; 
and the tender mother, ſolicitous at all events to preſerve 
the life of her little darling, ſubmitted, though not with- 
out the ſevereſt pangs, to reſign it to her adverſary. 
From what a weight of woe was her afflicted mind re- 

lieved, when ſhe heard the king's gracious commands to 

deliver the child to her; which ſhe doubtleſs preſſed to 

her boſom with raptures of delight, whilſt her grateful 
tongue implored bleſſings on Solomon 

The young king gained great reputation by this wiſe 

deciſion, which: procured him the reverence of his ſub- 

jects, who were afraid of doing an unjuſt thing, when 
they ſaw that Ac wwſdon with which GOD had promiſed to 

enuue hum was in him; and on this account they both 


Joved and feared him. 


SECTION: XXXVII. 


$S0LOMON'S WISDOM—HIS PRINCES—HIS DAILY PROVI- 
$10NS—THE EXTENT OF HIS KINGDOM. 
From 1 Kings, Chap. iv. 

AnD Solomon was king over all Iſrael. And Gop gave 
Solomon wiſdom. and: underſtanding, exceeding much, 
and largeneſs of heart, even as the ſand that is on the 
ſea- ſhore. 

And Solomon's wiſdom excelled the wiſdom of all the 
children of the eaſt-· country, and all the wiſdom of Egypt. 

For he was wiſer than all men; than Ethan the Ez- 
rahite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, tlie ſons of 

Mahol : 


( 166 ) 
Mahot: and * fame was in all the nations round 
about. 

And he ſpake 9 thouſand 13 and his ſongs 
were a thouſand and five. 

And he ſpake of trees from the cedar- tree that i is in 
Lebanon, even unto the hyſſop that ſpringeth out of the 
wall: he ſpake alſo of beaſts, and of fowl, and of creep- 
ing things, and of fiſhes. 

And there came of all people to hear the wiſdom of 
Solomon, from all kings of the earth, which had heard 
of his wiſdom. 

And theſe were the princes which he had. Azariah 
the ſon of Zadok the prieſt. Elihoreph and Ahiah the 
ſons of Shiſha, ſcribes. Jehoſhaphat the ſon of Ahilud, 
the recorder. 

And Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada was over the hoſt: 
and Zadok was high-prieſt. And Azariah the ſon of Na- 
than was over the officers · and Zabud the ſon of Nathan 
was principal officer, and the king's friend. 

And Ahiſhar was over the houſhold: and Adoniram 
the ſon of Abda was over the tribute. 

And Solomon had twelve officers over all Iſrael, which 
provided victuals for the king's houſhold, and for all that 
came to king Solomon's table; each man his month in a 
year. Barley and ſtraw alſo for the horſes and dromeda- 
ries, brought they unto the place where the officers were, 

each man according to his charge. 

And Solomon's: provifion for one day, was thirty meae 
ſures of fine flower, and threeſcore meaſures of meal. 

Ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the paſtures, 

and an hundred ſheep, befide harts and roe- bucks, fallow- 
deer, and fatted fowl. _ 

Judah and Iſrael were many, as ; the ſand which is by 
the ſea in POP cating and drinking, and making 


merry. 
And 


( 167 ) 

And Judah and Iſrael dwelt ſafely, every man under 
his vine, and under his fig-tree, from Dan even to Beer- 
ſheba, all the days of Solomon. G 

And Solomon reigned over all kingdoms, from the ri- 
ver unto the land of the Philiſtines, and unto the border 
of Egypt: they brought preſents, and ſerved Solomon all 
the days of his life. And he had peace on all fides round 


about him. 


ANNOTATIONS Axp REFLECTIONS. 


The Egyptians and Chaldeans were, in the days of So- 
lomon, renowned for wiſdom, and yet he excelled them 
all: for the Lon p enabled him, without the uſual toil of 
ſtudy, to underſtand every branch of knowledge to which 
he applied his mind. He had likewiſe an extraordinary 
power of judging in reſpect to matters of prudence and 
policy, which he diſplayed in the arrangement of his do- 
meſtic affairs, and the regulation of his kingdom. © By 
having purveyors in every diviſion of it, who provided 
for the king's houſhold in regular rotation, induftry was 
encouraged, and wealth diffuſed amongſt his ſubjects, 
becauſe all had their turn in reſpect to the ſale of their 
different commodities; and every man dwelt lafely, for 
the king invaded no one's property. 

The number of kings, who were tributary to Solomon, 
added alſo to the riches and grandeur of his kingdom; 
none of them offered to give him diſturbance, but were 
happy in their dependance on ſuch a monarch. His na- 
tive ſubjects rejoiced in the ample performance of the 
promiſes made to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob; for they 
were multiplied to an aſtoniſhing degree, and put in poſ- 
ſeſſion of every means of happineſs this world could 
afford; ſo that they had no cauſe to be ſolicitous for any 
thing, but to ſecure the bleſſing of the Loxp, which they 


* 
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had been repeatedly aſſured would reward their obedi- 
ence; and this blefling included the promiſe of Evxx- 
LASTING FELICITY, Happy were the penple who were in 
fucha caſe ; e e eee mas 
for their Gon 11 


SECTION XXXVIIL 


HIRAM KING or TYRE SENDETH TO CONGRATULATE so- 
LOMON—THEY MAKE AN ALLIANCE TOGETHER. 


Fm 1 Kings, Chap v. 2 Chron, Chap, ii. 


Anp Hiram king of Tyre ſent his ſervants unto Solo- 
mon; (for he had heard that they had anointed him king 


in the room of his father) for Hiram was ever a lover of | 


David. 

And Solomon ſent to Hiram, ſaying, Behold I build an 
houſe for the name of the Lonp 11 Gop, to dedicate it 
to him. 

Thou knoweſt how that David my father could not 
build an houſe unto the name of the Loxp his God, for 
the wars which were about him on every fide, until the 
Loxp put them under the ſoles of his feet. 

But now the Loxp my Gov hath given me reſt on 
every ſide, ſo that there is neither adverſary nor evil 
occurrent. 

And behold; I propoſe to build an houſe unto the 


name of the Loxy'my Gbp, as the Lonb ſpake uito 


David my father, faying, Thy ſon, whom I will ſet upon 
thy throne in thy room, he ſhall build an houſe unto my 
name. And the houſe which I build is great: for great 

is our Gop above all gods. 
But who is able to build him an houſe, ſeeing the hea- 
ven 3 heaven of heavens cannot contain him? who ain 
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I then that I ſhould build him an houſe, ſave ih ts 
burn ſacrifice before him? Send me now therefore a man 
cunning to work in gold, and in ſilver, and in braſs, and 
in iron, and in purple, and in crimſon, and blue, and that 
can {kill to grave with the cunning men that are with 


me in Judah and in Jeruſalem, whom n my father 


did provide. 


Send me alſo cedar- trees, fir- trees, and Fe os 


| of Lebanon; ; for I know that thy ſervants can 1kill to cut 


timber in Lebanon: and behold my ſervants ſhall be 
with thy ſervants, even to prepare me timber in abun- 
dance: for the houſe which I am about to build, ſhall be 


wonderfully great. 


And behold, I will give to thy ſervants, the hewers that 
cut timber, twenty thouſand meaſures of beaten wheat, 
and twenty thouſand meaſures of barley, and twenty 
thouſand baths of wine, and twenty thouſand baths of oil. 

As thou didft deal with David my father, and didft 
ſend him cedars to build him an houſe to dwell therein, 


even 1o deal with me. 


And it came to paſs when Hiram heard the words of 
Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly, and he anſwered in 


writing, ſaying, Becauſe the Lonp hath loved his people, 
he hath made thee king over them, 


Bleſſed be the Loxp Gop of Iſrael that made heaven 
and earth, who hath given to David the king a wiſe ſon, 
endued with prudence and underſtanding, that he might 
build an houſe for the Lon p, and an houſe for his king- 


dom, 


J have confidered the things that thou ſenteſt to me 


for: and I will do all thy defire concerning timber of 


cedar, and concerning timber of fir. 


And now I have ſent a cunning man, endued with un- 
mm of Huram my father's ; the ſon of a woman 


Vox. III. 


1 


of 


* 


. 
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of the daughters of Dan, and his father was a man of 
Tyre; ſkilful to work in gold and in filver, in braſs, in 
iron, in ſtone, and in timber, in purple, in blue, and in 
fine linen, and in crimſon ; alſo to grave any manner f, 


graving, and to find out every device which ſhall be put * 5 


to him, with thy cunning men, and with the cunning 3 
men of my lord David thy father. 2 

Now therefore the wheat, and the barley, che oil, and 
the wine which my lord hath ſpoken of, let him ſend 


unto his ſervants: and we will cut wood out of Lebanon, 15 


as much as thou ſhalt need: and we will bring it to the 
an floats by ſea, to Joppa; and thou ſhalt Nee it up to 
7 ſalem. = s ; | 
So Hiram gave Solomon cedar-trees, and Ates, ac- 
.cording to all his defire. 1 Y 
And Solomon gave Hiram twenty thouſand meaſures 4 


of wheat for food to his houſehold, and twenty meaſures | .# 


of pure oil: thus gave Solomon to Hiram year by year. 


And they two made a league together. And king So- 


lomon raiſed a levy out of all Iſrael; and the levy was 
thirty thouſand men. i 
And he ſent them to Lebanon, ten thouſand a month = 
by courſes: a month they were in Lebanon, and two of 
months at home: and Adoniram was over the levy, q 
And Solomon numbered all the ſtrangers that were in 


the land of Tſrael, after the numbering wherewith David 
"his father had numbered them; and they were found an 


hundred and fifty thouſand and three thouſand and fix iy 
hundred. | = 
And he ſet threeſcore and ten thouſand of them to be 

bearers of burdens, and ſourſcore thouſand to be hewers in 
the mountain, and three thouſand and fix hundred over- 3 
ſeers to ſet the people to work. © a 
And a the people that were left of the Amorites, Hit- 7 
tites, 
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tites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebuſites, which were not 
of the children of Iſrael, their children that were left 
after them in the land, whom the children of Iſrael aifo- 
were not able utterly to deſtroy, npon thoſe did Solomon 
levy a tribute of bond - ſervice unto this day. 

But of the children of Iſrael did Solomon make no 
bond- men: but they were men of war, and his ſervants, 
and his princes, and his captains, and rulers of his cha- 
riots, and his horſemen. 

And the king commanded, and they brought great 
ſtones, coſtly ſtones, and hewed ſtones, to lay the founda- 
tion of the houſe. 

And Solomon's builders, and Hiram's builders did hew 
them, and the ſtone-ſquarers: ſo they prepared timber ad 


& ſtones to build the houſe. 


And Hiram king of Tyre furniſhed Solomon with gold 
according to his deſire. 

And king Solomon made a navy of ſhips in Fzion- ge- 
ber, which is beſide Eloth, on the ſhore of the Red Sea, 


in the land of Edom. 


And Hiram ſent in the navy his ſervants, ſnipmen that 
had knowledge of the ſea, with the ſervants of Solomon, 

And they came to Ophir, and fetched from thence 
gold four hundred and twenty talents, and drought it to 
king Solomon, 

And the navy alſo of Hiram that brought gold from 
Ophir, brought in from Ophir great plenty of algum- 
trees, and precious ſtones, 

And Solomon had linen yarn brought out of Egypt: 
the king's merchants received the linen yarn at a price. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


It has been already mentioned, that Tyre and Sidon 
were famous trading cities; they lay near the ſea, in the | 
I 2 border 
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border of Iſrael Their inhabitants had never been af en- 
mity with Itracl, excepting when they joined the general 
confederacy, and David was not commiſſioned to deſtroy 4 
them. It is ſaid of Hiram their king, (who is ſuppoſed Þ 
to have been the ſon of that monarch who ſupplied David 


with matexials for his city) z/at he was ever a lover of 'S : 


David; and we have reaſon to think that he was a wor- 
ſhipper of the true Gop, though he might not have had 
power to reform his ſubjects. 

Lebanon was a noble foreſt in the north of Canaan, in- 
cluded in the grant of that land to Iſrael, ſo that Solo- 
mon was a proprietor of all its products; but his ſubjeQs, 
who had been moſtly trained to war in David's time, were 
now chiefly employed in cultivating and diſpenſing the 
plenty of their land, and therefore not {killed like the Si- 
donians in arts and manufactures ; but they were able to 


ſpare corn, and other valuable commodities, in return for 


the aſſiſtance they required from their neighbours. 

The alliance with Hiram was convenient to Solomon 
in another particular of great conſequence to his work; 
which was the ſkill of the Tyrians in maritime affairs, 
in which it ſeems the Iſraelites were deficient, No na- 
tion in thoſe days was ſo well acquainted with navigation 
as we are at this time; for the uſe of the loadſtone was as 
yet undiſcovered, and having no compaſſes, they could not 
venture far out to ſea, but made only coaſting voyages, as 4 
they are called. 

Huram, the man who was ſent by Hiram, ſeems like 
Bezaleel to have been endued with peculiar ingenuity, in 
order to.qualify him for preparing the ornaments of the 
temple; his aſſiſtance muſt have been eſteemed by Solo- 
mon a valuable acquiſition. 

Thoſe among the Canaanites, who had embraced the 


0 — were allowed to dwell with the Iſraelites, 
and 


( 173 ) 
and there is no doubt but their lives were made comfort- 
able to them; and by being employed in preparations for 
the temple, they were in ſome meaſure ſanctiſed; for, 
though a laborioas, it was an honourable bufineſs; and 
on this account the Iſraelites thought it no diſgrace to 


4 hew timber, and cut marble and ſtone, to be wrovght by 


the Tyrian maſons and carvers. Different workmen were 
employed in levelling mount Moriah, in order to prepare 
it for the foundation of the temple. 

From the interchange of commodities between Solo- 
mon and Hiram, we may take occaſion to obſerve the 
great advantages of Commerce. Gop has ſcattered his 
bounty among all lands; but every country produces ſome- 
thing peculiar 0 itſelf, and defirable to others, which 
leads men to travel from place to place, in order to pro- 
cure thoſe conveniencies and delicacies which are not to 
be found at home: and as they carry with them what 
others wiſh to poſſeſs, they are joy fully received, and will- 
ingly ſupplied: by this means the earth might become 
one great family, receiving aſſiſtance from their brethren, 
and tharing amongſt them the gifts of their HeavexLy 
FaTagr, Thoſe nations who live ſecluded are generally 
ſavage and ferocious; but commerce introduces the arts: 
of civilization, and ſeryes as a means of propagating true 
religion and humanity, | 


SECTION XXXIX. 
THE BUILDING OF SOLOMON'S TEMPLE, 


From I Kings, Chap. vi. 2 Chron. Gap. ili, iv. 


Axt it came to paſs in the four hundred and eightieth 
year after the children of Iſrael were come out of the land 
of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over If- 

I 3 rae], 


( 174 ) | 
rael, in the month Zif, which is the ſecond month, that he 
began to huild the houſe of the Lord, 

In mount Moriah, where the Loxp appeared unto Da- 
vid his father, in thethreſhing floor of Ornan the Jebuſite, 

David had given to Solomon his ſon the pattern of all 
that he had received by the Spirit, alſo gold and ſilver by 
weight, for all inſtruments of every kind of ſervice. 

And the houſe when it was in building, was built of 


tone, made ready before it was brought thither : ſo that 


there was neither hammer, nor ax, nor any tool of iron 
heard in the houſe, while it was in building. | 
And the word of the Loxp came to Solomon, faying, 
Concerning this houſe which thou art in building, if thou 
wilt walk in my ſtatutes, and execute my judgments, 


and keep all my commandments to walk in them: then 3 


will I perform my word with thee, which I ſpake unto 
David thy father. 

And I will dwell among the children of Iſrael, and will 
not forſake my people Iſrael, 

And Solomon built the walls of the houſe within with 
boards of cedar, both the floor of the houſe, and the walls 


of the ceiling: and he covered them on the infide with 


wood, and covered the floor of the houſe with planks of 
r. | 

And the cedar of the houſe within was carved with 
knops, and open flowers: all was cedar, there was no 
ſtone ſeen ; and he overlaid the houſe within with pure 
gold, ? | 

And he garniſhed the houſe with precious ſtones for 


beauty, and the gold was gold of Parvaim. 


And the oracle he prepared in the houſe within, to ſet 
there the ark of the covenant of the Loxp. 
And in the moſt holy houſe he made two cherubims of 


image work, and oyerlaid them with gold. 
The 
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The wings of theſe cherubims ſpread themſelves forth 
twenty. cubits » and they ſtood on their feet, and their 


7 


faces were inward, 
And he made a partition before the oracle with chains 


of gold 

And he made the vail of wi We purple, and erim- 
ſon, and fine linen, and wronght cherubims thereon. 

And he made alfo ten candleſtieks of pure gold, and ſet: 
five on the right hand, and five on the left, with their 
lamps before the oracle. 

And for the entering of the oracle he made doors of 
olive tree. 

And againſt the wall of the houſe he built chambers 
round about, againſt the walls of the houſe round about, 
both of the temple, and of the oracle: and he made cham- 
bers round about. And Solomon built a porch before the 
temple, | 

And he caſt two pillars of braſs, and two chapiters of 
molten braſs, to ſet upon the tops of the pillars; and nets 
of chequer work, and wreaths of chain work, ſeven for 
one chapiter, and ſeven for the other, with pomegra- 
nates : and the edapitesy were of lily work. 

And he ſet up the pillars in the porch of the temple: 
and he ſet up the right pillar, and called the name 
thereof Jachin : and he ſet up the left pillar, and corny, 
the name thereof Boaz, 

Moreover he made an altar of braſs; alſo a molten ſea, 


and under it was the fimilitnde of oxen ; it ſtood upon 


twelve oxen, three looking towards the north, three to- 
wards the weſt, three towards the ſouth, and three to- 
wards ith: caſt, 

He made alſo ten lavers. and put five on the right hand, 
and five on the left, to waſh in them: ſuch things as they 
oftered for the burnt-offering they waſhed in them; but 
the ſea was for the prieſts to waſh in, 

I 4 He 
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He made alſo ten tables, and placed them in the tem- "3 
ple, five on the right fide, and five on the left. And he 


4 
made an hundred baſons of gold, and vetlcls in great 
abundance. | 4 | 

Furthermore he made the court of the prieſts, and the I | 


great court, and doors for the court overlaid with braſs. 
And he built the inner court round about with three 


> _ - TN 


rows of hewed ſtones, and a row of cedar beams. 5 

And Solomon built the chambers round about, and the » | 

treaſures of the houſe of Goy, and of the dedicated 
things, namely, The meat-offerings, the frankincenſe, s 
and the veſſels, the tithes of the corn, the new wine and 5 


the oil, and the offerings of the prieſts, 

And Solomon made a brazen fcafluld, and ſet it in the 
midſt of the court. 

In the fourth year was the foundation of the houſe of 
the Lord laid, in the month Zif. 

And the eleventh year, in the month Bul, (which is 
the eighth month) was the houſe finiſhed, throughout 
all the parts thereof, and according to all the faſhion of 
it: ſo was he ſeven years in building it. 


ANNOTATIONS Ax D REFLECTIONS. 


We have here a defcription of the magnificent temple 
which Solomon erected to the name of the Lord in Je- 
ruſalem. 

The ſecond day of the month Zif, on which it was be- 
gun, anſwered to our 27th of April. Mount Moriah, 
where it was ſituated, was either a part of mount Sion, 
or a hill of leſs compaſs near it. The front of the temple 


was turned towards the caſt, 
It is not material to explain the exact dimenſions of its 


ſeveral parts; we may judge, from this general account 
of it, that it was very capacious; but a few particulars 
require explanation. 
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There was great reſemblance between the TABERNA- 

'ELE, which was made in the days of Moſes, and Solomon's 
TEMPLE; only, as the former was deſigned to be occa- 

Gonally removed, and the latter to be fixed, one was 
made of more durable materials than the other: their uſe 
was the ſame, to ſerve as a repoſitory for the ARK of the 
TesT1MoNnY, which might be conſidered as God's earthly 
throne, on which he manifeſted his Divine PrEsENCE, 

Inftead of the curtains and boards which compoſed the 
difterent apartments and courts of the Tabernacle, the 
Temple was built with the moſt coſtly ſtones and timber 
that could be procured, and ornamented with gold, ſilver, 
and jewels, purchaſed with the natural produce of that 
land which the Loxp had ſanctified; and with theſe com- 
modities were the foreign artificers alſo paid, 

What is called the Hous or TewPLE, anſwered to the 
HoLy PLace or SANCTUARY in the Tabernacle, The 
OrACLE built for the reception of the ark was a ſquare 
room within the temple. The VaIIL ſerved to divide the 
HorLy PLacse from the MosT Horx, and there was a door 
beſides. The Poxcn, which ſtood before the Temple, 
added grandeur to the building; and it is ſuppoſed that 


there was a wall to ſeparate them, ſo that the TzxmeLy 


might ſtand wholly by itſelf, and alſo be ſhut up oCca- 


ſionally. 1 
In reſpe& to the number and uſes of the Caampers 


which were built againſt the wall of the houſe, it is not 


poſſible to come to any certainty ; but as there was a 
ſafrcaſe from the temple, it is ſuppoſed that ſome of the 
ſacred things were depoſited there; and alſo that they 
ſerved for the accommodation of the prieſts, to keep the 
utenſils of the TzxeLEe, and the ſacred veſtments; and 
allo for the prieſts to eat their portion of the ſacrifices in, 
Beſides the chambers adjoining to the temple, there were 
others in the courts for various uſes, 


I 5 Ie 


People, and never forſake them. 


6s 
The two large pillars, which deten erected, are ſup- 
poſed to have been inſcribed with the words Jacuix and 
Boaz, from whence they took their names. Jacnin fig- 
nified,; ns ſhall eftabliſh. Boaz, Strength is in him; in- 
tended to remind the king and people of their entire de- 
pendance on the Lon p. 

The PriesTs' court was ſeparated from the court of the 
Concrtcart1ONn by a wall ſufficient to keep the people 
from obſtructing the buſineſs of the prieſts, but low 
enough for them to ſee without what was doing within, 

The Brazen SEA and Lavess were for the waſhings 

and purifications, which the law required to be perform- 
ed; and there were a great number of veſſels beſides; but 
it is not material to enlarge on their uſes, as our religion 
does not enjoin us to offer ſacrifices. We ſhall, in the 
next ſection, read for what purpoſe the BRAZEN Scar- 
FOLD was erected, 

As no ſteps were allowed to go up to the altar, which 
was placed in the midſt of the court, it is ſuppoſed that 
there were eaſy ascenTs to it, both for the king and 
people, the entrances to which were by Garzs ; of theſe 
there were three on three ſides of the temple, eaft, north, 
and ſouth; and two on the weſt. At one of the weſtern 
gates was the King's aſcent, built in a very ſuperb and 
coſtly manner; at the other weſtern gate was a way for 
the people in general: at the ſouth gate was the Hos 


or As8$UPPIM, ſuppoſed to be the place where the prieſts 


-and Levites aflembled at times, about buſineſs relating to 
the temple. 
Solomon muſt have had great pleaſure in crecting this 


noblè edifice for ſuch holy purpoſes; eſpecially as the 


Lord vouchſafed to aſſure him, that, on condition he 
would be mindful of the covenant made with David, H1s 
D:zvinz PreSeNCE ſhould certainly dite amongſt his 


SECTION 
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SECTION XI. 


THE DEDICATION or SOLOMON'S TEMPLE, 
From 1 Kings, Chap. vii, viii. 


Favs all the work that Solomon made for the houſe 
of the Loxp was finiſhed: and Solomon brought in all the 
things that David his father had dedicated; and the ſil- 
ver and the gold, and all the inſtruments put he among 
the treaſures of the houſe of Goo, 

Then Solomon aſſembled the elders of Iſrael, and all 
the heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the 
children of Iſrael, unto Jeruſalem, to bring up the ark of 
the covenant of the Lonxp out of the city of David, which 
is Zion. | 

Wherefore all the men of Iſrael aſfembled themſelves 
unto the king in the feaſt, which was in the ſeventh 
month. | 

And all the elders of Iſrael came; and the Levites took 
up the ark. 

And they brought up the ark, and the n of 
the congregation, and all the holy veſſels that were in the 
tabernacle, theſe did the prieſts and the Levites bring up. 

Alſo king Solomon, and all the congregation of Iſrael 
that were aſſembled unto him before the ark, ſacrificed 
ſheep and oxen which could not be told or numbered for 
_ multitude. ; 

And the prieſts brought in the ark of the covenant of. 
the Lonxp unto his place, to the oracle of the houſe, 
into the moſt holy place, even under the wing of the 
cherubims. 

For the cherubims ſpread forth their wings over the 
place of the ark, and the cherubims coyered the ark and 
the ſtaves thereof above. 

16 And 
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And they drew out the ſtaves of the ark, that the ends 
of the ſtaves were ſeen from the ark before the oracle; 
but they were not ſeen ce And there 1 is unto 
this day. 8 

There was nothing in the ark fave the two tables 
which Moſes put therein at Horeb, when the Loxp made 
a covenant with the children of Iſrael, I they came 


out of Egypt. 


And all the prieſts that were preſent were ſanQibied, 


and did not then wait by courſe: Alſo the Levites which 
were the fingers, all of them of Aſaph, of Heman, of ſe- 


duthun, with their ſons and their brethren, being arrayed 
in white linen, having cymbals and pſalteries and harps, 


food at the eaſt end of the altar, and with them an hun- 
dred and twenty prieſts founding with trumpets : 


It came even to paſs, when the prieſts that were come 
out of the Holy Place, and as the trumpeters and ſingers 


were as one, to make one found to be heard in praiſing 


and thanking the Lonxp; and when they lift up their 


voice with the trumpets and cymbals, and inſtruments 


of muſic, and praiſed the Lov, ſaying, For He is good; 
for His mercy endureth for ever: that then the houſe 


was filled with a cloud, even the houſe of the Lonp; 


So that the prieſts could not ſtand to miniſter by reaſon 


of the cloud: for the glory of the” Lonp had filled the 
houſe of Gov. 


ANNOTATIONS anp REFLECTIONS. 


David conducted the Axx to JexusaLen with every 


teſtimony of reſpe& that was in his power to ſhew; but 
the magnificence of the preſent ſolemnity far exceeded 


that of the former, David had himſelf provided for this, 


by appointing the number and offices of the attendants on 
the * ſervice, 
When 
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When David aſſembled the princes, &c. a little before 
his death *, the Levites amounted to 38, 000: 24, OOO were 
to forward che work of the Hovss of, the Loxn; 6,000 
were officers and judges; 4,000 were the guards of the 
TzMPLE; and 4,000 were to praiſe the Lozp with muſi- 
cal inſtruments; and, as more would be wanted after the 
Temple was built, inſtead of waiting till they were thirty 
years old, they were for the future to enter on their em- 
ployments at twenty, David directed that the priefts 
and Levites ſhould be divided into twenty-four courſes 
by lot; each courſe to give a weekly attendance at the 
The men who were ſkilful in 
ſinging, amounted at that time to 288: 12 of theſe were 
to ſtand with cymbals, and pſalteries, and harps, on com- 
mon days, every morning and evening, to praiſe the 
Lox, and to be joined by at leaſt 166 of their brethren, 
who played upon various muſical inftruments. 

On the great feſtivals all the fingers attended, to fing 
and play ſucceſſively, and at leaſt 4,000 muſicians. We 


find, that the whole body of prieſts and Levites were aſ- 


ſembled at the dedication of the Temple. 
What a grand and ſolemn ſervice muſt this have been! 


eſpecially with the addition of David's pſalms, which 


were given to the chief muſician to be ſet to muſic, and 
ſung in order to commemorate the ſignal mercies of Gop 
to David and his people; and alſo to preſerve the prophe- 
cies contained in them, which were inſpired by the 
HoLy Se1kIT, Singing theſe divine hymns made a very 
agreeable part of public worſhip, and ſerved at once to 
publiſh David's gratitude, and to excite the ſame ſenti- 
ments in the minds of the people. Many of them are fo 
particularly applicable to this occaſion, that they aſſiſt 
the imagination in forming an idea of the ſolemnity, and 


* 1 Chron xxlib 3, % . * 
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- of the reverence, and holy tranſports, which muſt have: 
filled the hearts of thoſe who aflifted at it. 

It is likely, that on taking up the Ark, they made ufe 
of the uſual form of words. | | 


Let Gon ariſe, and let His enemies be ſcattered ; let them | 
alſo that hate Him, flee before Him, &c. | 


When they approached the temple, we may ſuppoſe 
they & ſang as follows: 


8 unto the Lonp: let n 
. 20z/e to the rock of our ſalvation. 
Let us come before His preſence with thankſgiving, and 
male a joyful noi iſe unto Him with pſalms. 
For the Lonp is a great Go, and a z great king above all 
ds. 
I, His hand are the deep places of the earth : the en 
of the hills is His alſo. 
The ſea is His, and He made it. and His hands formed 
the dry land. 
O come, let us worſhip and bow dewn : ht us nel before 
the LORD our maker. 
For He is our Gob, and we are the people of His paſture, 
and the ſheep of His hand : to-day if ye will hear His voice, 

Harden not your heart, as in the provocation, and as in the 
day of temptation in the wilderneſs : 

When your fathers tempted Me, proved Me, and ſaw My- 
RuorR, 

Forty years long was T grieved with this generation, and 
aid, It is a people that do err in their mn ad have not 
known My ways. 

Unto whom I fevare in ty wrath, that Hey ſhould net 
enter into My reft, 


| + Pſalm xcv. 
8 When 
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When has reached the gates, it is likely the follows 
ing pſalm * was ſung: 


Make a joyful noiſe unto the Lon, all ye lands. „ 
Serve the Lon with gladneſs: come before His preſence 
uit ſinging. 


Know ye that the Lord He is Gor; it is He that hath 
made us, and not we ourſelves; wwe are His people, and the 
ſheep of His paſture. 
Enter into His gates with thankſgiving, and into His 
courts with praiſe; be thankful unta Him, and bleſs His 
Name. 

For the Lox is good; His mercy it everlaſting : and His 

« truth endureth to all generations. 


As ſoon as they had depoſited the ark, we may ima- 
gine, that the whole choir of muſicians brake forth into 


Joyful ſtrains, like the following +: 


- 


| 


O fing unto the LoKD a new ſong : fing unto the Lord all 


the earth. 


Sing unto the Lon, bleſs His name : fhew forth His fat: 


vation from day to day. 
all people. 

be feared above all gods. 
made the heavens. 

are in His ſunctuary. 


tie LORD glory and flrength. 
A Palm e. + Pſalms xcvi and cxxxvi. 


Declare His glory among the heathen, His wonders among 
For the LorD is great, and greatly tobe 8 He is to 
For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the Lonp 
Honour and majefly are before Him : Frength 67 beauty 


Grve unto the Lok D, Oye kindreds of the people, give unto 


lf adds} 
Give unto the Lonp the glory due unto, His name 1 bring 


an offering, and come into His courts, 
O worſhip the LorD in the beauty of . Kur before 
Him all the earth, * 
Say among the heathen that the Lon NG : the world 
alſo [hall be eſtabliſhed that it ſhall not be moved ; He fhall 


Judge the people righteoufly. 
O give thanks unto the Lonxp, for Hei is . for His 
| | anercy endureth for ever. 
| O give thanks unto the GoD of gods: for His mercy en- 
| dureth for ever. | 
| O give thanks unto the Gop of heaven : "hr His mercy en- 


| 
| | | dareth for ever, Qc. 
At the concluſion of this pious thankſgiving, we may 
| ſuppoſe the Lorp graciouſly ſhewed His acceptance of 
mM! his people's ſervices by a glorious CLovo, like that which 
6 their fathers had been taught to acknowledge as a mani- 
| feſtation of his Diving PresExcCe. It certainly muſt have 
| been a moſt awful, as well as affecting fight, to behold 
| 
| 


ſuch a viſible token of the favour of the AT CnkAxox. 


If | SECTION XII. 
wil SOLOMON'S PRAYER AT THE DEDICATION OF THE 
4 j % „ | TEMPLE. | 

From 1 Kings, Chap. viii, ix. 2 Chron, Chap. vi. 
Tuxx ſaid Solomon, The Lorxp hath ſaid, that he 
a would dwell in the thick darkneſs. 
It / But I have built an houſe of habitation for oP and 
1 a place for thy dwelling for ever. 
jo And the king turned his face and bleſſed the whole 
11 congregation of Iſrael: and all the congregation of Iſrael 


| | H | And 
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And he ſaid, Bleſſed be the Loxp Gop of Ifraet who 
hath with His hands fulfilled that which He de with 
His mouth to my father David, ſaying, 

Since the day that I brought forth my maid out of 
the land of Egypt, I choſe no city among all the tribes of 
Iſrael to build an houſe in, that my name might be there; 
neither choſe I any man to be ruler over my * 
Iſrael: | 
But I have choſen Jeruſalem that my name n de 
there: and have choſen David to be over my people Iſrael. 

Now it was in the heart of David my father to build 
an houſe for the name of the Loxp Gop of Iſrael. 

But the Lorp faid to David my father, Foraſmuch as 
it was in thine heart to build an houſe for my name, 
thou didſt well in that it was in thine heart: 

— Notwithſtanding, thou ſhalt not build the houſe; but 
thy ſon which ſhall come forth out of thy loins, he ſhall 
build the houſe for my name. 

The Lonp therefore hath performed his word that 
He hath ſpoken : for I am riſen up in the room of David 
my father, and am ſet on the throne of Iſrael, as the 
Lox» promiſed, and have built the houſe for the name 
of the Loxp Gop of Iſrael. 

And in it have I put the ark; wherein is the covenant 
of the Logp, that he made with the children of Iſrael. 

And he ſtood before the altar of the Lon in the pre- 
ſence of all the congregation of Iſrael, and {ſpread forth 
his hands; 

For Solomon had made a brazen ſcaffold, of five cubits 
Jong, and five cubits broad, and three cubits high, and 
had ſet it in the midſt of the court : and: upon it he ſtood, 
and kneeled down upon his knees before all the con- 
gregation of Iſrael, and ſpread forth his hands towards 
heaven, + 


CE 
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9 And ſaid, O Loxp Gop of Iſrael, there is no Go p like 
thee in heaven, nor in the earth; which keepeſt cove- 
nant, and ſheweſt mercy unto thy ſervants, that walk 
= before thee with all their hearts: | 

i Thou which haſt kept with thy ſervant David my fa- 
ther that which thou haft promiſed him; and. ſpakeſt 
| with thy month, and haſt fulfilled it with thine hand, 
| as it is this day. 

| Now therefore, O Lox Gop of Iſrael, keep with thy 


| ſervant David, my father, that which thou haſt promiſed 
| him, ſaying, 'There ſhall not fail thee a man in my fight 
1 to fit upon the throne of Iſrael; yet ſo that thy children 
| take heed to their way to walk in my law, as thou haſt 
walked before me, 
| Now then, O Loxp Gop of Ifrael, let thy word be 
| verified which thou haſt ſpoken unto thy ſervant David, 
| But will Gop in very deed dwell with men on the 
| | earth! behold, heaven, and the heaven of heayens can- 
0 not contain thee; how much leſs this houſe whichr I 
| 
| 


have built ? } 

Have reſpe& therefore to the prayer of thy ſervant, 
8 and to bis ſupplication, O Loxd my Gov, to hearken 
tp | unto the cry and the prayer which thy ſervant prayeth 
before thee: 

[':| That thine eyes may be open upon this houſe day and 
| 1 night, upon the place whereof thou haſt ſaid, that thou 
Il; wouldeſt put thy name there; to hearken unto the prayer 
II which thy ſervant prayeth towards this place. 

- Hearken therefore unto the ſupplications of thy ſer- 

vant and of thy people Iſrael, which they ſhall make to- 

Wards this place: hear thou from thy dwelling-place, 
even from heaven; and when thou heareſt, forgive. 

| If a man fin againſt his neighbour, and an oath be 

| laid upon him to make him ſwear, and the oath come be- 

fore thine altar in thine houſe; 
Then 


ff 


( 187 ) 

Then hear thou from heaven, and do, and judge thy 
ſervants, by requiting the wicked, by recompenſing his 
way upon his own head, and by juſtifying the righteous, 
by giving him according to his righteouſneſs. 

And if thy people Iſrael be put to the worſe before the 
enemy, becauſe they have ſinned againſt thee; and ſhall 
return and confeſs thy name, and pray and make ſup- 
plication before thee in this houſe; then hear thou from 
the heavens, and forgive the fin of thy people Ifrael, 
and bring them again unto the land which thou gaveſt to 
them and to their fathers, 

When the heaven is ſhat up, and there is no rain, be- 
cauſe they have ſinned againſt thee; yet if they pray 
towards this place and confeſs thy name, and turn from 
their fin when thou doſt afMict them, then hear thou 
from heaven, and forgive the fin of thy ſervants, and of 
thy people Iſrael, when thou haſt taught them the good 
way wherein they ſhould walk; and ſend rain upon thy” 
land which thou haſt given unto thy people for an in- 
heritance, 

If there be dearth in the land, if there be deine, 
if there be blalting, or mildew, locuſts, or caterpillars, 
if their enemies beſiege them in the cities of their land; 
whatſoever fore, or whatſoever fickneſs there be: 

Then what prayer. or what ſupplication ſoever ſhall 
be made of any man, or of all thy people Iſrael, when 
every one ſhall know his own ſore and his own grief, 
and fhall ſpread forth his hands in this houle : 

Then hear thou from heaven thy dwelling-place, and 
forgive, and render unto every man according unto all 
his ways, whoſe heart thou knoweſt (for thou only 
knoweſt the hearts of the children of men) : - 

That they may fear thee, to walk iu thy ways, fo 
long as they live in the land which thou gaveſt unto our 


fathers, 


Moreoyes 
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Moreover concerning the ſtranger, which is not of thy 
people Iſrael, but is come from a far country for thy 
great name's ſake, and thy mighty hand, and thy ſtretch» 


ed out arm; if they come and pray in this houſe : 


„ 


Then hear thou from the heavens, even from thy. 
dwelling · place, and do according to all that the ftranger 
calleth to thee for; that all people of the earth may 
know thy name, and fear thee, as doth thy people Iſ- 
rael, and may know that this houſe which I navy built 
is called by thy name. 

If thy people go out to war againſt their enemies by 
the way that thou ſhalt ſend them, and they pray unto 
thee toward this city which thou baſt choſen; and the 


' houſe which I have built for thy name; then hear thou 


from the heavens their prayer and their * 
and maintain their cauſe. 

If they ſin againſt thee (for there is no man which 
ſinneth not), and thou be angry with them, and deliver 
them over before their enemies, and they carry them 


away captives into a land far off or near; 


Yet if they bethink themſelves in the land whither 
they are carried captive, and turn and pray unto thee ih 
the land of their captivity, ſaying, We have ſinned, we 
have done amiſs, and have dealt wickedly. 

If they return to thee with all their heart and with all 


their ſoul in the land of their captivity, whither they 
bave carried them captives, and pray towards their land. 
which thou gaveſt unto their fathers, and toward the 


city which thou haſt choſen, and toward the houſe which. 


have built for thy name: + 


Then hear thon their prayer and their ſupplication i in 


beaven thy dwelling-place, and maintain their cauſe, and 


forgive thy people that have ſinned againſt thee, and all 


their tranſgredlions | wherein they have tranſgreſſed 
againſt 
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againſt thee, and give them compaſſion before them 
who carried them captive, that they may have compaſ- 
ſion on them: 
For they be thy people and thine Abe anes which 
thou broughteſt forth out of Egypt, from the midft * 
the furnace of iron; 

That thine eyes may be open unto the ſupplication of 
thy ſervant, and unto the ſupplication of thy people 
Iſrael, to hearken unto them in | all that * call for 
unto thee. 

Then hear thou from the Heavens, even from thy 
dwelling-place, their prayer and their ſupplications, and 
maintain their cauſe, and I thy people which have 
ſinned againſt thee. 

Now my Gop, let, I beſeech thee, thine eyes be open, 
and let thine ears be attent unto the 4 that 1 is made 

in this place. 

Now therefore ange O Lonp Gop, into thy reſting- 
place, thou, and the ark of thy ſtrength: let thy prieſts, 
O Lon Gow, be clothed with ſalvation, and let 12 4 
ſaints rejoice in goodneſs. 

O Loxp Go, turn not away the face of FT 
ed: remember the mercies of David thy ſervant. 

For thou didft ſeparate them from among all the peo- 
ple of the earth, to be thine inheritance, as thou ſpakeſt 
by the hand of Moſes thy ſervant, when thou ann 
our fathers out of Egypt, O Lonxp Gon. 

And it was ſo, that when Solomon had made an end 
of praying all this prayer and ſupplication unto the 
Lonp, he aroſe from before the altar of the Lonp, from 
kneeling on his knees, with his hands Tm up to 
heaven. 

And he ſtood, and bleſſed all the congregation of I- 
rae}, with a loud voice, ſaying, 

Bleſſed 


— — 
* 
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Bleſſed be the Loxp, that hath given reſt unto his 
0 Iſrael, according to all that he promiſed : there 
hath not failed one word of all his good promiſe, which 
he promiſed by the hand of Moſes his ſervant. 


The Lond our Gop be with us, as he was with our 


fathers: let him not leave us nor forſake us: That he 


may incline our hearts unto him, to walk in all his ways, 
and to keep his commandments; and his ſtatutes, and his 


Judgments, which he commanded our fathers. 


And let theſe my words wherewith I have made ſup- 
_ plication before the Loxp, be nigh unto the Loxp our 


Gop day and night, that he maintain the cauſe of his 
ſervant, and the cauſe of his people Iſrael at all times, as 


the matter ſhall require: that all the people of the earth 


may know that the Lozp is Go o, and that there is 
none elſe. 


Let your heart therefore be perfect with the Larp our 


Gop, to walk in his ftatutes, and to keep his command- 
ments, as at this day. | 
And the king, and all Iſrael with him, offered ſacrifice 
before the Lond, | 
Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the 


fire came down. from heaven and conſumed the burnt- 
offering and the ſacriſices; and the glory of the Lon d 
filled the houſe. 


And the prieſts could not enter into the houſe of the 
Lond, becauſe the glory of the Lonp had filled the 


Loans houſe. 


And when all the children of Iſrael ſaw bow the fire 
came down, and the glory of the Lonn upon the houſe, 


they bowed themſelves with their faces to the ground 
upon the pavement, and worſhipped, and praiſed the 


Loo, ſaying, For he is good; for, his mercy endureth 


for ever. _ 
Then 


— 


— ͤ— 
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Then the king and * che people offered lacribiees be- 
fore the Lonv. 

And the prieſts waited on their offices: the Levites 
alſo with inſtruments of muſic of the Loxp, which Da- 
vid the king had made to praiſe the Losp, becauſe his 
mercy-endureth for ever, when David praiſed by their 
miniſtry; and the prieſts ſounded trumpets before _ 
and all Ifrael food. : 

Moreover, Solomon hallowed the middle of the court 
that was before the houſe of the Loxp : for there he 
offered burnt-offerings, and. the fat of the peace-offer- 
ings, becauſe the brazen altar which Solomon had made 
was not able to receive the burnt-offerings, and hs 
meat offerings, and the fat, 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. 


The king had cauſed a place to be erected near the 
altar, raiſed above the people, that he might be heard 
and ſeen by all of them, whilſt he was ſetting an ex- 
ample of paying adoration to the King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords. 

The prayer which Solomon offered up on this occaſion 
is ſo clear and comprehenſive, that there is no need of 
an explanation. It was perfectly confiſtent with that 
true ꝛciſdom which has piety for its foundation; and 
ſerved to teach the people for what they ſhauld pray, and 
how they ought to addreſs the SyrreME BxixG; and 
from the humility with which the king entreated the 


LoxD to ſhew forth his GLoxy in the houſe which he had = 


built, they were inſtructed, that as no fabric, however 
magnificent, can be in reality fit for the habitation of 
the ALMulenrr, they ſhould receive the mange Marion of 
his glorious PRESENCE as an inſtance of infinite goodneſs 
and condeſcenfion. 


Solomon's 
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Solomon's prayer is a moſt excellent pattern of public 
devotion ; conſiſting of petitions for national bleſſings, 
HPirituai and temporal; forgiveneſs of fins, and deliverance 
from the evil conſequences of them: to which he added, 
mterceſſion for thoſe was were not yet wertes. to the 
true religion. 

As a token that the ſuerificescifered at this time were 
acceptable, it pleaſed the Loxpy to ſend 4oly fire (as at 
the dedication of the tabernacle) to conſume them. Da- 
vid had furniſhed the people with words to Dae their 
pious raptures as follows &: 


The Lonp reigneth, let the wit rejoice 1 the i 
tude of iſles be glad thereof. ; 
Chouds and darkneſs are round about Hi mn 2 righteouſneſs 
and judgment are the habitation of Hrs throne, 
Aire goeth before Him, and burneth up His enemies 
round about. 
lis lightnings enlightened the world : the earth ſaw aud 
trembled. | 
Ne hills. melted like was, at the preſence of the Lonn: f 
a? the preſence of the Lon of the whole earth. 
De heavens declare His icing and all the people 
fee His gh. 
| Confounded be all they that ſerve graven images, that 
| boaft themſelves of idols : 10rſhip Him all ye gods. 
| 


— I 


Zion heard, and was glad, and the daughters of Judal { 
| rejoiced; becauſe of Thy judgments, O Lox. . 
| For Thou, Lond, art high above all the earth : Theu art | 
| _ — _ exalted far above all gods. # 
L | Ye that love the Lon, hate ail: He preſerveth the 
|. _ fouls of His ſaints, He delivereth them out of the hand of the h 
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Light ts ſown far the Tighten, and gladmſs fo tie 1 
right in heart. 

Rejoice in the Lok, ye a a give thanks at” 
the remembrance of His holineſs. 

Make a joyful noiſe unto the Lok b, all the earth ; male 
a hud noiſe, and rejoice, and ſing praiſe. 

Sing unto the LorD with the A ; with the harp and 
the voice of a palm. 

Wick eee, an fn of cont male a ofa be 
fore the Loo, the king. 

O clap your hands, all je ppl ſhout unto GOD with 
the woice of triumph : 

For the Loxp moſt high is terrible; He is 0 vos aig 
over all the earth. 

He ſhall ſubdue Ni under us and the nations un- 
der our feet. 

He ſhall chooſe our inheritance for us, the excellency of 
Jacob whom He loved. | 

Gop is gone up with a ſhout, the Lonp with the 5 81 
of a trumpet, 

Sing praiſes to Gop, Ang praiſes : ſong praiſes unto our 


king, ſing praiſes. 
For God is the king of all the earth, ſing ye praiſes with 


| underſtanding. 


The whole ſolemnity might properly end with the 
ſame bleſſing which David pronounced on the people.“ 


 Gop be merciful unto us, . us : and cauſe His 
Jace to ſhine upon us, 

That Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy ſaving 
health among all nations. 

Let the people Praiſe Thee, O God; et all the people 
praiſe Thee, 


a 


| PIN * Pſalm Ixvĩi. | . 
Vor. ut. K O nt 


| ( 19% ) D 
V tet the nations be glad and ſing for joy : for Thu flat 
Judge the people u, and rer the Rations po 
earth, | 
Let the people praiſe Thee, 0 Gon; kt al te poph 
praiſe Thee. 
Then ſhall the earth yield. Jer wovgles Pre Gop, even 
aur own GoD, ſhall bleſs us. 
 Gop ſhall bleſs us, I" chore of the earth hal 
fear Him. a 
Though our mode of worſhip d differs end from that 
of the Iſraclites, we Chriſtians may, notwithſtanding, 
collect much valuable inſtruction from the account * 
the dedication of Solomon's Temple. 
| The ſentiments which Solomon entertained of the 
| majeſty and goodneſs of Gop are ſuch, as every one 
8 Thould endeavour to poſſeſs, whilſt they are engaged in 
public worſhip. Solomon is likewiſe worthy of imita- 
tion in his benevolent ſolicitude for the welfare of Gop's 
people, and the propagation of religion. In reſpect to 
burat-ſacrifices, we have no occaſion to follow his ex- 
ample; neither is it with us a point of duty to build 
lately edifices to his honour, 

As the LoxD vouchſafed to make his PxEsENCE evident 
in the land of Ifrael, it was proper that a Temple ſhould 
| bao erected in the place which he had choſen, to fix lis name 
| there ; in order to keep up a perpetual remembrance of 
| his relation to this people as their KING, and hkewiſe to 

ſhew forth his GLokxx and MajesTy to the ſurrounding 

nations; who hearing that the ug Gon had actually 

© manifeſted Himſelf in a viſfible manner at Feruſalem, might 
forſake idols, and embrace His holy religion. 

Whoever confiders the greatneſs and excellency of 

the Sur Rug BeinG, would be ready to exclaim with 

Solomon, Vill Gop in wery deed duell upon earth ? Be- 

uad 


>. 


% 
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Boll the heaven, and heaven of heavens, cannot contain thee, 
how much leſs a houſe which is built with hands ! We can- 
not, it is true, add to the Glo Rv of Gop by any human 
means. He is infinitely perfect and happy by Himſelf, and 
the fountain of all happineſs in the whole univerſe : all 
the ſervice we can pay Him, therefore, is, to proclaim His 
power, wiſdom, goodneſs, mercy, juſtice, truth, as a 
means to keep up our own fear, love, and 'veneration 
towards Him, and to invite others, by our example, to do 
the ſame; and this ſervice may be performed in an am- 
ble edifice. It is, however, no fin to ere fine churches, 
and adorn them properly; on the contrary,” in opulent 
cities, where the very merchants dwell in palaces, thoſe 


buildings which are dedicated to Divine ſervice ſhould 


be proportionably magnificent, provided that the wor- 
ſhip performed in them is agreeable to the rules pre- 
ſcribed by their religion; and this ſection encourages us 
to hope, that Gop will be preſent in all places dedicated 
to public worſhip, if the hearts of thoſe, who aflemble 
in them, are rightly diſpoſed to hold communion with 
Him, by fervent prayer, for he is no reſpecter of per- 
ſons; and as, by the diffuſive propagation of Chriſtianity, 
there are now many congregations of His people, who 
cannot all meet together in one Temple, we may certainly 
multiply places of worthip, and reaſonably expect each 
to be ſanctiſied by His preſence. Our Lord Himſelf 
has ſaid,-I/here two or three are gathered together int my 
name, there am I in the midſt of them. We muſt not ex- 
pect, be the building ever ſo coftly, that Gop will appear” 
amongſt zs as he did in 1/rac/; becauſe we live under a 
very different diſpenſation; and have the promiſe 'of 
thoſe good things, of which the ſplendour and magui- 
ficence of Solomon's Temple were but very imperfe& 
emblems, | 

; K 2 SECTION 
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SECTION XII. 


TRE LORD GIVETH-A TESTIMONY OF HIS ACCEPTANCE 


2 or SOLOMON'S PRAYER. 
From 2 Chron. Chap. vii. vii, 1 Kings, ix. 


Axp the Lon appeared to Solomon by night, and 
ſaid unto him, I have heard thy prayer, and have choſen 
this place to myſelf for an houſe of ſacrifice, 

If I ſhut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I com- 
mand the locuſts to devour the land, or if I ſend peſti- 
lence among my people : 

If my people which are called by my name, hal hum- 


- ble themſelves and pray, and ſeek my face, and turn 


from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven 
and will forgive their fin, and will heal their land. 

Now mine eyes ſhall be open, and mine ears attent 
unto the prayer that is made in this place. 

For now I have choſen and ſanctified this houſe that 
my name may be there for ever: and mine eyes and 
mine heart ſhall be there perpetually. | 

And as for thee, if thou wilt walk before me, as David 


thy father walked, and do according to all that I have 


commanded-thee, and ſhalt obſerve my ſtatutes and my 
judgments; Then will I eſtabliſh the throne of thy king- 
dom, according as I have covenanted with David thy 
father, ſaying, 'There ſhall not fail thee a man to be ruler 
in Iſrael. | | 

But if ye turn away and forſake my ſtatutes and my 


: commandments which I have ſet before you, and _ 


go and ſerve other gods, and worſhip them, 

Then I will pluck them up by the roots out of my 
land, which I have given them; and this houſe which I 
| | | at have 
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have ſanctified for my name, will I caſt out of my ſight, 
and will make it to be a proverb and a by-word among 
all nations. | | 

And this houſe, which is high, ſhall be an aſtoniſh- 
ment to every one that paſſech by it; ſo that he ſhall 
ſay, Why hath the Loxp done thus unto this land, and 
unto this houſe? And it ſhall be anſwered, Becauſe 
they forſook the Lord Gop of their fathers, which 
brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, and laid 
hold on other gods, and worſhipped them and ſerved 
them: therefore hath he brought all this evil upon them. 

Then Solomon offered burnt-offerings unto the Lozp 
on the altar of the Loxp, which he had built before 
the porch; even after a certain rate every day, offering 
according to the commandment of Moſes, on the ſab- 
baths, and on the new moons, and on the ſolemn feaſts, 
three times in the year, even in the feaſt of unleavened 
bread, and in the feaſt of weeks, and in the feaſt of the 
tabernacles. 

And he appointed, according to the order of David 
his father, the courſes of the prieſts to their ſervice, and 
the Levites to their charges, to praiſe and miniſter before 
the prieſts, as the duty of every day required: the por- 
ters alſo by their courſes, at every gate: for ſo had Da- 
vid the man of Gop commanded. 

And they departed not from the commandment of the 
king unto the prieſis and Levites, concerning any matter, 
or concerning the treaſures, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


We find from the anſwer, which the Lonp vouch- 
ſafed to make to Solomon's prayer, that it was perfectly 
agreeable to the Divine will, and therefore may ſafely 
be adopted as a model of public devotion. It will afford 

K 3 great 
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great ſatisfaction to compare the various parts of it, 


with the prayers which are in our church ſervice, as they 
will be found to agree perfectly in ſubſtance. It is to 


7 be obſerved, that the Lonp entered into a perſonal co- 


venant with Solomon, when he appeared to him; from 
the conditions of which we may underſtand, that neither 
king nor people, in any nation, are to expect the con- 
tinuance of the Divine bletfing, if they are diſobedient 


to the Divine law. 


It muſt have been a great ſatisfaction to Solomon to 
receive fo undoubted a teſtimony, that the Lonp had 
heard his petitions, and that they were acceptable 
to Him. | 


SECTION XLIII. 


THE BUILDING OF $SOLOMON'Ss HOUSE—THE HOUSE OP 


LEBANON—THE HOUSE FOR PHARAOH'S DAUGHTER 
unis THRONE, &c. 


del e Chas, vii. il. X. ix. 


$Soromon was building his houſe thirteen years. He 
built alſo the houſe of the foreſt of Lebanon, 
And Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh king of 


Egypt, and took Pharaoh's daughter and brought her into 


the city of David, until he had made an end of building 
his own houſe, and the houſe of the Lorp, and the wall 
of Jeruſalem round about, | 

Then he made a porch for the throne, where he might 
judge, even the porch of judgment: and it was covered 
with cedar from one ſide of the floor to the other. 

And his houſe, where he dwelt, had another court 
within the poreh, which was of hke work. Solomon 
made alſo an houſe for Pharaoh's danghter, FOE: he 


| had taken to wife) like unto this porch. 
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fares of hewed ſtones, ſawed with ſaws, within and 
without, even from the foundation unto the coping, and 
ſo on the outſide toward the great court. 

Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and 
overlaid it with the beſt gold. 

The throne had fix ſteps, and the top of the throne 
was round behind: and there were ſtays on either fide 


on the place of the feat, and two lions ſtood beſide 


the ſtays. 
And twelve lions 100 there on the one ſide <A + on: 


the other upon the fix fteps: there was not the like 
made in any kingdom. 
And king Solomon made two hundred targets of beaten 
gold: fix hundred thekels of gold went to one target. 
And he made three hundred ſhields of beaten gold; 
three pound of gold went to one ſhield: and the king 
put them in the houſe of the foreft of Lebanon. 


And all king Solomon's drinking veſſels were of gold, 


and all the veſſels of the houſe of the foreſt of Lebanon 
were of pure gold, none were of filver; it was nothing 
accounted of in the days of Solomon. 
Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one 
year, was fix hundred three ſcore and fix talents of gold. 
For the king had at ſea a navy of Tarfhiſh, with the 


navy of Hiram: once in three years came the navy of 


Tarſhiſh, bringing gold and filver, ivory, and apes, and 
peacocks. 
And king Solomon made a navy of ſhips in Ezion · ge- 


ber, which is befide Eloth, on the ſhore of the Red-ſea, 


in the land of Edom. 

Then went Solomon to Exion- geber, and to Eoth, at 
the ſca- ſide in the land of Edom. 

And it came to paſs at the end of twenty years, when 
| K 4 Solomon 


All theſe were of coſtly ſtones, according to the mea- ' 
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Salomon had built the tWo houſes, the houſe of the Lame, 
and the king's houſe, 


(Now Hiram the king « of — had n Solomon 
with cedar- trees, and fir- trees, and with gold, according 


to all his deſire) that then king Solomon gave Hiram 


twenty cities in the land of Galilee. 
And Hiram came out from Tyre to ſee the cities which 


Solomon had given him, and they pleaſed him not. 


And he ſaid, What cities are theſe which thou haſt 
given me, my brother?- And he called the the land of 
Cabul unto this day. | 

And Hiram ſent to the king fix ſcore wants of gold, 

And this is the reaſon of the levy which king Solo- 
mon raiſed for to build the houſe of the Lok, and his 
own houſe, and Millo, and the wall of d * 
Hazor, and Megiddo, and Gezer. 

For Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up, and * 
Gezer, and burnt it with fire, and ſlain the Canaanites 
that dwelt in the city, and given it for a preſent unto his 
daughter, Solomon's wife, 

And Solomon built Gezer, and eln the hed 
And Baalath, and Tadmor in the wilderneſs, in the land. 

And the cities which Hiram had reftored to Solomon, 
Solomon built them, and cauſed be children of Iſ- 
rael to dwell there. 

He built alſo ſtore-cities, and 3 nd cities 


ol the horſemen, And Solomon had horſes brought out 


of Egypt. 

And Solomon brought up the 3 of Pharaoh 
out of the city of David unto the houſe that he had built 
for her: for he ſaid, My wife ſhall not dwell in the 
houſe of David king of Iſrael, becauſe the places are ys 


|  whereunto the ark of the Loxp hath come. 


— 
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44 


( 201 ) 


- ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 


When king Solomon had built the Temple of the 
Loxp, he cauſed a ſtately palace to be erected for his 
own reſidence, to adorn the land of Iſrael, and procure 
him that reſpe& which was due from all the nations of 
the earth to the king of God's appointment. We find 
that this building was mnch longer in hand than the 
Houſe of the Lon b, which thews, that Solomon preferred 
the honour of God to his own grandeur. 

The houſe of the foreſt of Lebanon, is ſuppoſed to 
have been built as a pleaſant retreat from the fatigues 
of ſtate affairs, 

It is aſtoniſhing to refle& on the riches of Solomon ; 
but the ſacred hiſtorian accounts for his poſſeſſing ſuch 
ſtores of wealth, by acquainting us with his numerous re- 
ſources. 

It has already been mentioned, how David gained the 
ports of Eloth and Ezion-geber. The trade carried on 
from theſe places, was the ſame which is now in the 
hands of our Eaſt-India merchants, It is not exactly 
deſcribed where Ophir and Tarſhiſh were ſituated; 
neither is it important to us. It is well known, that 
the caſtern territories abound with treaſures even in 
theſe days, and it is likely that they were much more 
plentiful formerly. 

Solomon finding the traffic iS profitable, went to 
Eloth and Ezion-geber, in order to direct the increaſe of 
his navy, and to furniſh thoſe ports with inhabitants well 
{killed in this kind of merchandize; theſe he ſelected 
from the Tyrians Hiram had ſent him for bewing tim- 
ber, &c. for the Temple. From the cordiality which 
afterwards ſubſiſteq between Hiram and Solomon, we 
may conclude, chat the cities which the latter offered to 
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his friend, were by no means inſignificant ; for Solomon 
had too enlarged a mind, to think of making him triffing 
preſents : but theſe cities, which were in the outtkirts 
of Iſrael, and had been, till Solomon took poſſeſſion of 
them, in the hands of the natives, were moſt likely en- 
compaſſed with corn- fields, and paſtures, and therefore 
not acceptable to a Tyrian prince, whoſe ſubjects were 
unſkilled in the culture of the earth, and had learnt to 
undervalue the choiceſt gifts of nature, and to prefer 
luxury and pomp to the more ſubſtantial advantages of 
rural ſimplicity. 

Another branch of commerce which Solomon carried 
| on, was with Egypt. It ſeems as if, on account of his 
| alliance with Pharaoh's daughter, he was ſupplied from 

| thence with chariots, &c. at a cheaper rate than. the 

1 neighbouring nations; for Solomon ſold them again to 
/ advantage. How he came to reſerve ſuch a number for 
| himſelf, cannot certainly be accounted for; but it ap- 
pears probable, that GoD's command, which forbad kin gs 

| to multiply Horſes to themſelves, was limited to times of 
| Ter; and as Solomon had a promiſe of peace during his 

P whole reign, he was at liberty, if he refrained from put- 

ting his truft i in them, toindulge in every article of mag- 

nificence, that the neighbouring princes. regarded. as 
| marks of royalty; and had a right to ſurpaſs them in 
FF. every temporal poſſeſſion, becauſe his grandeur ſerved at 
| lat period to diſplay the ſuperiority of the LORD JEHO- 
- _VAH, who they muſt perceive was able to beſtow wealth 

and wiſdom without meaſure. | 

. It is not exactly aſcertained at what time Solomon 
{ married ' Pharaoh's daughter; but we will venture to 
ſuppoſe that it was after he had built the Temple: for 
| it is reaſonable to imagine, that his whole attention was 
| engaged by that important buſineſs, and that the fame 
_ 6 « 
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of his wiſdom made this princeſs ambitious of an alliance 
with him, and induced her to become profefſedly a pro- 
ſelyte to the true religion, otherwiſe it would have been 
unlawful for him to have married her; nor would he 
have brought an heathen into the HoLy City, at a time 
when piety” and devotion bad entire poſſeſſion of his 
heart: it appears as if. ſhe foon began to diſcover ſome 
znclination for idolatry, by his thinking it improper for 


her to dwell any longer in a place peculiarly ſanctified 
by the Lond. 


Solomon had reaſon to ſay, that the merehandize of 
wiſdom was better than "the . merchandize filuer, and 
the gain thereof, than fine. gold: tor he had not only a 
greater portion of worldly advantages than any man 
was ever able to acquire by his own induſtry ; but muſt 

neceſſarily have had a fund of mental delights, infinitely 
ſuperior to all the enjoyments that wealth can purchaſe. 


SECTION XLIV, 


THE QUEEN OF SHEBA VISITS KING SOLOMON, 
; From 1 Kings, Chap. X. 


Ax when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of 
Solomon, concerning the name of the Lok, ſhe came 
to prove him with hard queſtions, 

And ſhe came to Jeruſalem with a very great train, 
with camels that bare ſpices, and very much gold, and 
precious ſtones: and when ſhe was come to Solomon, 
ſhe communed with him of all that was in ber heart. 

And Solomon told her all her queſtions: there was not 
any thing hid from the king, which he told her not. 

And when the queen of Sheba had-ſeen all Solomon's 
wiſdom, and the houſe that he had built, * the meat 

K 6 of 
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of his. table, and the fitting of his ſervants, and the at- 
tendance of his miniſters and their apparel, and his cup- 
bearers, and his aſcent by Which he went up unto the 
houſe of the LoxD: there was no more ſpirit in her. 

And ſhe ſaid to the king, It was a true report that 
I heard in mine own "nd, of thy acts, and of thy 
wiſdom. 

Howbeit. I believed not the words, until I came, and 
mine eyes had ſeen it: and behold, the half was not told 
me: thy wiſdom and a eg exceedeth the 3 
which I heard. 

Happy are thy men, happy are theſe thy ſervants, 
which ſtand continually before thee, and that hear thy 
wiſdom. 

HBleſſed be the Loxp thy Gop which delghteth in 
thee, to ſet thee on the throne of Ifracl ; becauſe the 
Lon loved Ifrael for ever, therefore Wade he thee king 
to do judgment and juſtice. 

And ſhe gave the king an hundred and twenty talents 
of gold, and of ſpices very great ſtore, and precious 
ſtones: there came no more ſuch abundance of ſpices, 
as theſe, which the queen of Sheba gave to king So- 
lomon. | . 

And king Solomon gave unto the queen of Sheba all 
her defire, whatſoever ſhe aſked, beſides that which Solo- 
mon gave her of his royal bounty: ſo ſhe turned and 
went to her own country, ſhe and her ſervants. | 

And all the kings of Arabia, and governors of the 
country, brought gold and filyer. 

And all the kings of the earth ſought the preſence of 
Solomon, to hear his wiſdom, that Gop had put in his 
heart. 

And Solomon had four thouſand ſtalls for horſes and 
chariots, and twelve thouſand horſemen; whom he be- 

ſtowed 
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ſtowed in the chariot · cities, and with the king at Jera- 
ſalem. | 
And he reigned 6ver all the kings, from the river even 
unto the land of the — * to the border of 
Egypt. 
And all the earth fought to Solomon, to hear the wil- 
dom which Gop had put in his heart, 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


The ſurrounding nations preferred worldly pomp and 
grandeur to every intellectual bleffing ; and being poſ- 
ſeſſed of a large ſhare of the treaſures of the earth, they 
were enabled to appear with great outward ſplendor; on 
which account, they would have deſpiſed the Loxp's 
choſen people; if they had been inferior to themſelves 
in this particular. It pleaſed Gop, therefore, to raiſe the 
kingdom of Iſrael in a moſt wonderful manner, by de- 
grees, from a ſtate of abject ſlavery, to the higheſt pitch 
of magnificence ; and to occaſion all other nations to pay - 
tribute and homage to the king of Iii appointment; by 
which means the Divine BEING proved himſelf to be, 
beyond diſpute, KING #ings, and LoxD of lords. 

The queen of Sheba, who viſited Solomon, is fuppoſed 
to have been ſovereign of ſome part of Arabia, and 
originally deſcended from Keturah, Abraham's ſecond 
wife ; ſo that it is very likely, the knowledge of the 
true Gop had been tranſmitted. to her by her pious an- 
ceſtors ; though his holy worthip was in her kingdom, 
as in other countries, mixed and corrupted by the intro- 
duction of idolatry, 

It appears, by her taking ſuch a long journey to hear 
the wiſdom of Solomon, that this Princeſs: was deſirous 
of being thoroughly acquainted with the Diving WILL; 
for ſhe did not go to Jeruſalem merely to ſee the glory 
of Solomon, and vie with him in ſplendor; but to prove, 

— whether 
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whether he were in reality poſſeſſed of ſuch extraordinary 
endowments as fame reported; and whether it Was cer- 
tainly true, that Gop had manifefted bimſelf in Ifrae), - 
The inhabitants of the eaft country were remarkable for 
their wit and ingenuity ; but Solomon was reputed to 
excel them all. It was cuftomary for the learned to 

amuſe themſelves with difficult queſtions, which re- 
quired a knowledge of profound ſciences to propoſe and 
to explain; in compliance with this cuſtom, the queen 
of Sheba. had furniſhed herſelf with problems of this 
kind from wiſe men in her kingdom, that ſhe might, by 
the anſwers ſhe carried back, confirm the truth of the ex- 
traordinary reports they had heard of Solomon's ſuperior . 
underſtanding. We find that ſhe received ample. ſatiſ- 
faction in every particular, and returned to her own . 
country full of admiration of Solomon's glory; and- re- 
verence for that AumicurTyY BRING, who alone could 
exalt the human mind ſo near to perfection, and beſtow 
with unbounded liberality thoſe treaſgres which man- 
Kind in general ſtrive to accumulate with inceſſant toil, . 
and enjoy not without the interruption of many anxious 
cares. We learn from the New Teftament, that the. 
deſire which the queen of Sheba had to know the 
true Gop, procured her the Divine favour, and obtained 
her a preference to many lukewarm Chriſtians *, 


SECTION XLV. 
SOLOMON'S APOSTASEF—HIS DEATH. 
From 1 Kings, Chap. xi. 
But king Solomon loved many firange women, (to- 
gether with the daughter of Pharaob) women of the 


Mat. xii . 42. 


Moabites, 
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Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hit- 
tites: of the nations concerning which the Lon ſaid 
unto the children of Iſrael, Ye fhall not go in to them, 
neither ſhall they come in unto you, for ſurely they will 
turn away your beart after their gods: Solomon clave 
unto theſe in love. 

And it came to paſs when Solomon was ; old his wives 
turned away his heart. 

Then did Solomon build an high plate for Chemoſh, 
the abomination of Moab, in the hill that is before Je- 
ruſalem; and for Molech, the.abamination of the chil- 
dren of Ammon. - 

And likewiſe did he for all his ſtrange wives, which 
burnt incenſe, and ſacrificed unto their gods. 

And the Loxp was angry with Solomon, becauſe his 
heart was turned from the Lord Gop of Ifrael, which 
had appeared unto hun twice, and had commanded bim 
concerning this thing, that he ſhould not go after other 
gods: but he kept not that which the Loxy commanded, 

Wherefore the Loxp ſaid unto Solomon, Foraſmuch 
as this is done of thee, and thou haſt not kept my cove- 
nant and my ſtatutes which I have commanded thee, 1 
will ſurely rend the n from thee, and will give 
it to thy ſervant. 

Notwithſtanding in thy days I will not do it, for Da- 
vid thy father's ſake: but I will rend it out of the hand 
of thy ſon. 

Howbeit, I will not rend away all the kingdom: but 
I will give one tribe to thy ſon, for David my ſervant's 
ſake, and for Jeruſalem's ſake which I have choſen. 

And the Lonp ſtirred up an adverſary unto Solomon; 
Hadad the Edomite; he was of the king's ſeed in Edom. 

And Gop ftirred him up ancther adverſary, Re zon, the. 
ſon of Eliadah, which fled from his lord NY 
ef Zobah, - 

And 
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And he was an adverſary to Iſrael all the days of So- 
lomon, beſide the miſchief that Hadad did, and he ab- 


horred Iſrael, and reigned over Syria. 


And Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, an Ephrathite of 
Zereda, Solomon's ſervant, (whoſe mother's name was 
Zeruah, a widow woman) even he lift up his hand againſt 


the king. 
And this was the cauſe that he lift up his hand againſt 


the king: Solomon built Millo, and repaired the breaches 


of the city of David his father. 

And the man Jeroboam was a mighty man of valour : 
and Solomon ſeeing the young man that he was induſtri- 
ous, made him ruler over all the charge of the houſe of 
e 

And it came to "ey at that time when Jeroboam went 
out of Jeruſalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite 
found him in the way: and he had clad himſelf with a 
new garment ; and they two were alone in the field. 


And Ahijah caught the new garment that was on him, 


and rent it in twelve pieces. 
- And he ſaid to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces: for 
thus ſaith. the Lorp, the Gop of Iſrael, Behold, I will 


rend the kingdom out of the hand of Salomon, and will 


give ten tribes to thee: 
(But he ſhall have one tribe for my ſervant David's 


- ſake, and for Jernſalem's fake, the city which I have 


choſen out of all the tribes of Hrael). 

Becauſe that they have forſaken me, and have wor- 
ſhipped Aſhtoreth the goddeſs of the Zidonians, Che- 
moſh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom the god of 
the children of Ammon, and have not walked in my 
ways, to do that which is right in mine eyes, and to 


keep my ſtatutes and "OF Judgments, as did David his 


— 
Howbeit, 
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- Howbeit, I will not take the whole kingdom out of 
his hand: but I will make bim prince all the days of 
his life, for David my ſervant's ſake, whom I choſe, be- 
cauſe he kept my commandments and my ftatutes : but 
I will take the kingdom out of his ſon's hand, and _ 
give it unto thee, even ten tribes. 

And unto his ſon will I give one tribe, that David my 
ſervant may have a light alway before me in Jeruſalem, 
the city which I have choſen me to put my name there. 

And I will take thee, and thou ſhalt reign according 
to all that thy ſoul deſireth, and ſhalt be king over Iſrael. 

And it ſhall be, if thou wilt hearken unto. all that T 
command thee, and wilt walk in my ways, and do that 
which is right in my fight, to keep my ſtatutes and my 
commandments, as David my ſervant did; that I will 
be with thee, and build thee a ſure houſe, as I bale for 
David, and will give Iirael unto thee. 

And I will for this afflict the ſeed of David, but not 
for ever, 

Solomon ſought therefore to kill Jeroboam: and Jero- 
boam aroſe, and fled into Egypt, unto Shiſhak king of 
Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death of Solomon. 

And the time that Solomon reigned in Jeruſalew, over 
all Iſrael, was forty years, 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. - 


The ſacred hiſtorian refers us to the books of Nathan 
the prophet, and others, for the records of the laſt acts of 
Solomon's reign; but theſe writings are loſt to the 
world, and therefore we can come to no certainty in re- 
ſpe to the events of many years; we may however 
infer, from the Book of Eccleſiaſtes, written by Solomon 
himſelf, that he ſoon became elated with proſperity, and 
grew unmindful from whence it was derived, and for 

q what 
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what purpoſe it was beſtowed. He found himſelf at the 
very ſummit of greatneſs, and thinking that he had 
judgment ſufficient to guide himſelf, threw off his eon- 
fidence in Gop, and began to form ſchemes for perpe- 
tuating his enjoyments ; with this view, he employed his 
mind in vain reſearches after permanent happineſs, inde- 
pendent of the Sur REAR BEING; but when he no longer 
employed his ww//dom in the ſervice of Gopy, and the 
good of mankind, it was only productive of fatigue and 


diſappointment. 


He then deſpiſed W1sDow, and reſolving to try what 
PLEASURE would produce, gave himſelf up to mirth and 
feſtivity, thinking to drive away reflection, by a con- 
ſtant round of diffipation; but thefe purſuits ended alſo 


- In diſcontent; and he ſoon ſaid of Jaughter it is mad, 


and of mirth what doeth it ? 
Solomon ſuppoſed that the means of happineſs were 


mill in his power; and recollecting (it is likely) the de- 


light he had formerly experienced in inſpecting the 
progreſs of arts, reſolved to employ his wealth in building 


and planting; he therefore ſpared no expence, but even 


taxed his ſubjeRs to adorn his kingdom with magnift- 
cent edifices, and beautiful gardens, but again miſſed his 
aim. When theſe works were completed, he endea- 


voured to procure content by increaſing his Ricuss : 
- this was alſo warity and wexation of Spirit; for the thoughts 


that he muſt die, and leave all his pofſeffions behind him 
to a ſon very unfit to rule, embittered his hours, and 
abated the reliſh.of every enjoyment. 

The 1ddlatrous nations were the profeſſed votaries of 
fenſuality; he therefore formed connections with them, 
by marrying wires from amongſt them, in hopes (we 


may ſuppoſe) of learning refinements of luxury nnknown 


in Iſracl: in this ſcheme he was too ſucceſsful; but it 
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was 3 with unhappy conſequeners, inſtead of 
procuring ſatisfaction, | 
If we had not been able to colle& from Solomon's own 
writings the cave of his apoſtaſy, we ſhould be at a loſs 
to account for it; but when we read that he turned his 
back upon religion, and depended merely on human reaſon, 
our wonder ceaſes, for he became like a ſhip without a 
pilot in a dangerous ocean, full of rocks and quickſands, 
It is needleſs to uſe arguments to prove the juſtice-of 
Gon's dealings with this ungrateful prince; it will be 
ſufficient to look back to the promiſes repeatedly made to 
him and his father: they were all conditional, fo that So- 
lomon was ſufficiently warned, that the kingdom would: 
not be continued to his poſterity it he departed from his duty. 
It was impoſſible that Solomon could be ignorant of 
the fnfulneſs of erecting temples to idol, in that very 
land eſpecially wherein he had been employed to build 
one to the name of the Lon D IEHOVARH; and as his repu- 
tation for wi/dom was univerſally known, his example 
was very contagious, becauſe every one might think him- 
ſelf juſtified in his imitation of the 2w/e King SoLowoN, 
The unhappy effects of his permitting ido/atry and lux - 
ut to be introduced, were ſoon felt by his people: do- 
meſtic joys, which had, till this period, made every one 
| happy under his vine and under his fig-tree, were exchanged 
for riot and difipation ; and conſequently the education of 
youth muſt have been neglected, and the ſervice of Gop 
eſteemed a burden: the proſperity of Iſrael declined, and 
foreign powers were encouraged to attack them. | 
Hadad was the yonng prince who had fled from Edom 
into Egypt, from ſoab's victorious arms. He had found 
favour in the fight of the king, and was married to the 
queen's ſiſter. Rezon, with whom Hadad entered into a 
league againſt Solomon, was the man who deferted from 
Hadadezar, 
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Halederar, ag of Zobah, and was mid king of Damat 
cus; but David diſpoſſeſſed him; however he had lately 


recovered it. 
The neceſſity of defending the TRE miſt theſe 


| adverſaries; and the various ſervices the Iſraelites were 


. obliged to render to the king, on account of his numerous 
alliances, made the latter end of his reign grievous to 
them, and his glory was tarniſhed in the eyes of all the 
world. | 

Jeroboam had diftinguiſhed himſelf _ his 3 and 
zaduſty, which induced Solomon to fix upon bim as a 
proper perſon for the poſt he had aſſigned him. He 


ſeems to have been of a very aſpiring temper, and to have 


entertained a /ecret wiſh to reign yer Iſrael. This with 
would have been frwizlefs, if Solomon had not forfeited 
the Divine protection. That. Jeroboam might not, how- 


ever, ſuppoſe he had gained dominion over the Loxp's 


people by his own courage or abilities, a PROFKET was ſent 
to declare the Lorp's intention of rending the kingdom, 
and giving the government of ten triles to him; and at 
the ſame time to inform him «04y Solomon's memory was 
diſgraced, and to promiſe Jeroboam the eſtablithment of 
the kingdom of Iſrael in his family, if he would imitate _ 
David in his picty and obedience to the commands of Gov. 
Ahijah, it is ſuppoſed, clad 4zm/e/f in a new garment, 


in order to give Jeroboam a ſign; for it was cuſtomary 


_for prophets to make uſe of ſuch methods, that their pre- 
Alictions miglit be more /triking: in the preſent inſtance, 
the ten pieces given in the LorD's name to Jeroboam were 
a token of conveyance of the tribes to him, 
| Whilt Solomon continued religious, he 1 
Was a Happy monarch ; there were neither diſcontent nor 
faction under his government; he knew not the ſorrow of 
loſing thouſands of his ſubjects by war, nor had he cauſe 
a | to 
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to fear, whilſt he was under the pecuhar direction of Gop, 
that any of his plans for che good of the nation would 
fail of ſuccels. 
Solomon's life, in all probability, was ſhortened by his 
exceſſes, for he was no more than 58 years old when he 
died. There is great reaſon to ſuppoſe, that he had a 
proper ſefiſe of his crimes - but it was too late for him to 
bring about a reformation in his kingdom; for the affec- 
tion of his people was alienated from him, and his wives, 
whom he had increaſed to the number of one thouſand, 
had gained ſuch an aſcendancy, that no efforts of his own 
would have prevailed againſt their different parties; and 
neither he nor his ſubjects could hope, that the Lonp, 
whoſe honour was ſo greatly affronted by them, would 
work a miracle to change their minds. They lighted 
Gop, and preferred idols; on which account they were 
juſtly left to the conſequences they had been repeatedly 
warned to expect. | 
From Solomon's hiſtory we may learn, that Wrsbow, 
Pow, and Ricurs, are Ling only to thoſe who uſe 
them properly; when received with thankfulneſs, enjoyed 
with moderation, and employed in relieving the diſtreſſes 
of the indigent, or encouraging honeſt induſtry, they 
are productive of great ſatisfaction; but when they are 
made ſubſervient to vice, they dender their poſſeſſors deſ- 
picable and unhappy. | 
Whatſoever S0LOMON's eyes deſired, he kept not from 
them ; neither withheld he his heart from any joy * but ex- 
perience taught him, that ere 2vas un profit in any worldly 
enjoyment ; and his ſearch after Hayyiness concluded 
with a thorough conviction, that it was only to be obtain+ 
ed by fearing Gop, and keeping His commandments, 


# Eccleſiaſtes. 
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SECTION XLVI. 


THE ISRAELITES ASSEMBLE TO © CROWN | REHOBOA N 


TEN TRIBES REVOLT, AND MAKE JEROBOAM KING 
OVER ISRAEL, 


From 1 Kings, Chap. xii. 2 Chron. Gs xi. 
** after the death of Solomon, Nehoboam went to 


- Shechem : for all Iſrael were come to Shechem to make 


him king. 
And it came to paſs when Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, 
who was yet in Egypt, heard of it, (for he was fled from 


| the preſence of king Solomon, and Jeroboam dwelt in 
Egypt) 


That they ſent and called him: and Jeroboam and all 
the congregation of Iſrael came, and ſpake unto Reho- 
boam, ſaying, Thy father made our yoke grievous : now 
therefore make thou the grievous ſervice of thy father, 
and his heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter, and 
we will ſerve thee. 

And he ſaid unto them, ae yet for three days, then 
come again to me. And the people departed. 

And king Rehoboam conſulted with the old men that 
Kood before Solomon his father, while he yet lived, and 


ſaid, How do you adviſe, that I may anſwer this people? 


And they ſpake unto him, faying, If thou wilt be a 
ſervant unto thi people this day, and wilt ſerve them 
and anſwer them, and ſpeak good words to them, then 
they will be thy ſervants for ever, 

But he forſook the counſel of the old men, which they 
had given him, and conſulted with the young men that 


were grown up with him, and which ſtood up before 
him: and he ſaid unto them, What counſel give ye, that 


we 


, / 
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we may anſwer this people, who have ſpoken to me, 
ſaying, Make the poke which POE wa _ 2 upon 
us, lighter? 

And the young men chat were grown up with him, 
ſpake unto him, ſaying, Thus ſhalt thou ſpeak unto this 
people that ſpake unto thee, ſaying, Thy father made 
our yoke heavy, but make thou it lighter unto us; thus 
ſhalt thou ſay unto them, My little finger ſhall be thicker 


than my father's loans. 


And now whereas my father did lade you with a heavy 
yoke, I will add to your yoke; my father hath chaſtiſed 
you with whips, but I will chaſtiſe you with ſcorpions, 

So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the 
third day, as the king: had OI ſaying, Come to 
me again the third day. 

And the king anſwered the "odple 2 and for- 
ſook the old men's counſel that they gave him; and ſpake 
to them after the counſel of the young men, ſaying, My 
father made your yoke heavy, and I will add to your 
yoke; my father alſo chaſtiſed you with whips, but I 
will chaſtiſe you with ſcorpions. 


Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the be ; 
for the cauſe was from the Lon, that he might perform 


his ſaying, which the Lonp ſpake by Abyah the Shilomte 
unto Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat. 


So when all Ifrael ſaw that the king hearkened not 
unto them, the people anſwered the king, ſaying, What 


portion have we in David? neither have we inheritance 
in the ſon of Jeffe : to your tents, O Iſrael: now ſee to 
thine own houſe, ann 80 Iſrael en unto 59 85 
tents. 

But as for the children of Iſrael which dweltin the cities: 
of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them. 


Then king Rehoboam ſent Adoram, who was over the 


tribute; 
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tribute; and all Iſrael ſtoned him with ſtones that he 
died: therefore king Rehoboam made ſpeed to get! him up 


to his chariot, to flee to Jeruſalem. 


80 Iſrael rebelled againſt the houſe of David unto this 
day, 
And it came to paſs when all Iſrael * that Sap 
boam was come again, that they ſent and called him 
unto the congregation, and made him king over all Iſ- 
rael : there was none that followed the houſe of mur 
but the tribe of Judah only. | 
And when Rehoboam was come to Jeruſalem, be 1 
ſembled all the houſe of Judah, with the tribe of Benja- 
min, an hundred and fourſcore thouſand choſen men, 
which were warriors, to fight againſt the houſe of Iſrael, 


to bring the kingdom again to Rehoboam the ſon of 


Solomon. 6 

But the word of Gove came unto Shemaiah the man lot 
Gop, ſaying, Speak unto Rehoboam the ſon of Solomon 
king of Judah, and unto all the houſe of Judah and Ben- - 
jamin, and to the remnant of the people, ſaying, Thus 
faith the Lord, Ye ſhall not go up, nor fight againſt your 
brethren the children of Iſrael : return every man to his 
houſe, for this thing is from me. 

They hearkened therefore to the word of the Loxp, 
and returned to depart, according. to the word of the 


- Lorp. And Rehoboam dwelt in Jeraiatemn, and built 


cities for defence in Judah. 
And he fortified the ſtrong holds, and put captains in 
them, and ſtore of victuals, and of oil and wine. | 
And in every ſeveral city he put ſhields and ſpears, 
and made them exceeding ſtrong, heving em and Ben- 
jamin on his ſide. | 
And the prieſts and the Levites, that were in all Iſrael, 
reſorted to him out of all their ccaſes. 
4 
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go they ſtrengthened the kingdom of Judah, and made 
Rehoboam the ſon of Solomon firong, three years: for 
three years they walked in the way of David and Solomon, 

And Rehoboam made Abijah the ſon of Maachah the 
chief, to be ruler e, his brethren: for he thought 405 
Make him king. | 

And he dealt wiſely, 1 dilperted of all bis children. 
throughout all the countries of Judah and Benjamin, unto 
every ſenced eity: and he gave them victual in abun- 
dance. And he defired many wives. 

And it came to paſs when Rehoboam had eſtabliſhed 
the kingdom, and had ſtrengthened himſelf, he forſook 
the law of the Lon, and all Iſrael with him, 

Anda it came to paſs that in the fifth year of king Re- 
hoboam, Shiſhak king of Egypt came up againſt Jeruſa- 
lem, (becauſe they had tranſgreſſed againſt the Lozp) 
with twelve handred chariots, and threeſcore thouſand 
horſemen :. and the people were without number that 
came with him out of Egypt, the Lubims, the Sukkims, 
and the Ethiopians. 
And he took the fenced cities which pertained to Ju- 
dah, and came to Jeruſalem. 

Then came Shemaiah the prophet to Rehoboam, and 
to the princes of Judah that were gathered together to 
Jeruſalem becauſe of Shithak, and ſaid unto them, Thus 
ſaith the Logp, Ye have forſaken me, and therefore have 
I alſo left you in the hand of Shiſhak. 

- Whereupon the princes of Iſrael and the king humbled 
themſelves: and they ſaid, The LoxD is righteous. 

And when the Lorp ſaw that they humbled them- 
ſelves, the word of the Lomb came to Shemaiah, ſaying, 
They have humbled themſelves, therefore I will not de- 
ſtroy them, but I will grant them ſome deliverance : and 
my wrath ſhall not be poured out upon Jeruſalem by che 
band of Shiſhax, 


Vor. III. 1 Nevertheleſs, 
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Nerxertheleſs, they ſhall be his ſervants : that they may 
know my ſervice, and the ſervice of the kingdoms of the 


countries. 


So Shiſhak king of Egypt came up againſt Jeruſalem, 
and took away the treaſures of the houſe of the Lon, 


and the treaſures of the king's houſe; he took all: he 


carried away alſo the ſhields of gold which Solomon had 
made. 


Inſtead of which king Rehoboam made ſhields of braſs, 


and committed them to the hands of the chief of the 
guard, that kept the entrance of the king's houſe. 

And when the king entered into the houſe of the 
Lox, the guard came and fetched them, and brought 


them again into the guard-chamber. 


And when he humbled himſelf, the wrath of the LoRD 
turned from him, that he would not deſtroy him alto- 
gether; and alſo in Judah things went well. 

80 king Rehoboam ſtrengthened himſelf in Jeruſalem, 
and reigned. Rehoboam was one and forty years old 


when he began to reign, and he reigned ſeventeen, years 


in Jeruſalem, the city which the Loxp had choſen out of 
all the tribes of Iſrael to put His name there. And his 
mother's name was Naamah an Ammoniteſs. 


And he did evil, becauſe he prepared not his heart to 


ſeek the Lord. 

And there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam 
all their days. | 

And Rehoboam ſlept with his fathers, and was buried 


in the city of David, And Abijah his ſon ö in his 


fad. 
ANN OTATIONS Ax p REFLECTION 8. 
The young men whom Rehoboam conſulted, were 
perſons who had been educated with him, and quite un- 
| ſkilled 
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{killed in ſtate affairs: Rehoboam ſeems to have been a 
very imprudent prince, or he would not have preferred 
the advice of ſuch ignorant perſons, to the counſel of 
thoſe, whom age and experience had taught wiſdom; 
beſides, if he had taken a little time for reflection, his 
own reaſon would have ſuggeſted, that ſuch kind of 
threatenings as he made uſe of were more likely to aggra- 
vate than to appeaſe the diſcontent of the people. Of 
what nature the grievances they complained of were, we 
cannot exactly tell; but it is likely, that Solomon had 
demanded contributions of them, towards his unbounded 
expences, which they murmured to pay. 

Rehoboam did not endeavour to procure the favour of 
the Lonp; inſtead of that, he left JexUsaLEM, where the 
TEMPLE was, and repaired to Shechem; this ſhews, that 
he was not a religious prince. The people, it is likely, 
ſent for Jeroboam from Egypt, to intimidate Rehoboam. 
When his ſubjects revolted, the king employed a very 
unpromiſing method to conciliate them; for Adoram was 
collector of the tribute, and therefore the moſt obnoxious 
perſon he could ſend; as it appeared that he came to de- 
mand what they had already refuſed to pay; ſo'that it 
was natural to expect he would fall a victim to their rage. 

In mercy to the houſe of David, and in remembrance 
of his covenant with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, the 
Lono did not utterly for/ake his people, but from this 
time frequently made known his will by means of his 
ProPAETs; and on the preſent occaſion graciouſly ſent 
Shemaiah to prevent any further conteſts between the 
tribes, as it was in vain for Judali to ſtrive > againſt the 
Divixs W1LL; neither would Gop. permit rat to cut 
off the branch of Davin. 

We muſt not ſuppoſe, that JexoBoam's ambition, or 
RO BOAM's 127prudence, were. from tlie LORD; the origi- 

| N nal 


— —— — — — 


nal cauſe of this unhapppy revolution was the introducbton 


ambition was ſuffered to ſucceed, becauſe the ten tribes 
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of IDor.aTryY into the land. While the king of Iſrael was 
careful of preſerving the worſhip of Gop pure and wnde- 


filed, he was conſidered as the Loxp's vicegerent; and, 


according to the covenant which the Loxp had graciouſly 
made, he had reaſon in all z»;portant affairs to expect di- 


rection from Gop, by which he was Boum to act. The 


SUPRENE BEING certainly knoweth beforehand what 
every perſon wrll do, but He does not incline any one to 
evil; on the contrary, Gop has taught men the conſe- 
quences of good and evil. If they are objects of mercy, His 
PROVIDENCE interpoſes for their happineſs ; but if, on the 


contrary, they are impious and oppreſſive, and reject the ' 
warning He has cauſed to be given, Gop /eaves them at 


laſt to fall into deſlruction. The ſon of Solomon was diſ- 
_ graced, not only on account of his father's apoſtaſy, but 


tor neglecting to deſtroy the idols, and for omitting to 
folicit for himſelf the favour of Gop; and Jeroboam's 


were unworthy of a better king. \ 

Temporal rewards and puniſhments are not ſo equally 
diſpenſed as formerly, either towards kingdoms or parti- 
cular individuals, for we are now taught to look for re- 
tribution in a future ate; but the kingdom of Iſrael had 
peculiar promiſes, that no wickedneſs ſhould ſucceed 


againſt them whilſt they continued to ſhew forth the 


glory of Gop ; and they had alſo threatenings of ſevere 


temporal puniſhments, if they brought diſhonour upon 


His Horry Name, by putting idols in competition with 


the Lonp Gov. 


Inſtead of removing the abominations, which provoked 
the Lon to withdraw His gloriout PRESENCE, Rehoboam 
was intent only upon ſtrengthening his kingdom by Hu- 


man . and both he and his people increaſed in wick- 


7 edneſs; 
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edneſs; but the LonD was ſtill mindful of His covenant 
with David, and for /is /ake prevented the ruin which 
threatened Judah, by reſtraining Shithak from deſtroying 
them; and, that they might know that it was the power 
of the LoxD that delivered them, the prophet was ſent. 
© beforehand. to bring them to repentance. Happily for 
Judah they liſtened to his remonſtrances. Shiſhak was 
however permitted to take the golden ſhields, which had 
been the pride of Solomon and Rehoboam ; and alſo to 
deſpoil the Temple, which had already loſt its greateſt 
| GrLory. 

Rehoboam ſeems to have been affected ith this deli- 
verance, and to have frequented the Temple afterwards; 
but Kill his ſervice was deficient, for he prepared not his 
heart to do the will of the LORD, 

As we lately read that Solomon was married to Pha- 
raoh's daughter, it appears ſtrange that Shiſhak, king of 
Egypt, ſhould come againſt his ſon ; but about this bite 
there happened a revolution in Egypt, when that race of 
kings, from whom Solomon's father-in-law deſcended, 
was diſpoſſeſſed of the throne, and was ſucceeded by 
another, of whom Shiſhak was the firſt monarch. _ 

How was the glory of Iſrael eclipſed by the diviſion 
of the kingdom! Yet it was perfectly conſiſtent with 
Divine juſtice that it ſhould be fo, for both Rehoboam 
and the people were undeſerving of Gop's favour. 

After the death of Solomon we read no more of the 
GLoxy of the Lonp appearing in the Tabernacle, From 
the time of his apoſtaſy the will of the Loxp was made 
known by Prophets; to whom, it is ſaid, the Word of the + 
LorD came. The exact meaning of this expreſſion can- 
not be known, but it is underſtood to fignify, thay, on 
particular occaſions, the WorD or THE LoRD, or the 
Lonp GoD, was ſo immediately preſent with the Pro- 
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phets, as to ſpeak by them, or employ their organs of 


ſpeech to declare the Divine Will, inſtead of their own 
ſentiments; and that the Lonp alſo exerted a Divine 


energy, which directed the Prophets where to go, and 


what to do, inſtead of leaving them to conſult their own 
reaſon for expedients, in caſes relating to their * 
office. 


| SECTION XLVII. 
THE REIGN OF JEROBOAM, KING OF ISRAEL, 
| From 1 Kings, Chap. xii, x11, xiv. 
Inxx Jeroboam built Shechem in mount Ephraim, 


and dwelt therein, and went out from thence, and built 


Penuel. 


And Jeroboam ſaid in his heart, Now mall the king- 


dom return to the houſe of David: if this people go up to 


do ſacrifice in the houſe of the Loxn at Jeruſalem, then 


ſhall the heart of this people turn again unto their lord, 


even to Rehoboam king of Judah, and they ſhall . 


and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah. 

Whereupon the king took counſel, and made two 
calves of gold, and ſaid unto the people, It is too much 
for you to go up to Jeruſalem: behold thy gods, O Iſrael, 


Which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 


And he ſet the one in Beth - el, and the other put he in 
Dan. i 

And this thing became a ſin: for che people went to 
worſhip before the one, even unto Dan. 

And he made a houſe of high places, and made prieſts 


of the loweſt of the people, which were not of the fons 


of Levi. | 
A Jeroboam ordained a feaſt 3 in the eighth month, 
on 


” 
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on the fifteenth day of the month, like unto the feaſt that 
is in Judah, and he offered upon the altar, (fo did he in 
Beth-el) ſacrificing unto the calves that he had made ; 
and he placed in Beth-el the prieſts of the high places 
which he had made. 

So he offered upon the altar which he had made in 
Beth- el, the fifteenth day of the eighth month, even in the 
month which he had deviſed of his own heart: and or- 
dained a feaſt unto the children of Iſrael, and he offered 
upon the altar, and burnt incenſe. * 

And behold there came a man of Gop out of Judah, 
by the word of the Lonxp unto Beth-el : and Jeroboam 
ſtood by the altar to burn incenſe, 

And he cried againſt the altar in the word of the Loxp, 
and ſaid, O altar, altar, thus faith the Loxy, Behold, a 
child ſhall be born unto the houſe of David, Jofiah by 
name, and upon thee ſhall he offer the prieſts of the high 
places that burn incenſe upon thee, and men's bones hall 
de burnt upon thee. 

And he gave a fign the ſame day, ſaying, This is the 
ſign which the Loxp hath ſpoken ; Behold, the altar 
ſhall be rent, and the aſhes that are upon it ſhall be 

poured out. 

And it came to paſs, when king 'Jeroboam heard the 
ſaying of the man of Gop, which had cried againſt the 
altar in Beth- el, that he put forth his hand from the altar, 
ſaying, Lay hold on him. And his hand which he put 
forth againſt him; dried up, ſo that he conld not pull it 
in again to him. 

The altar alſo was rent, and the aſhes poured out from 
the altar, according to the ſign which the man of Gop 
had given by the word of the Lonv. 

And the king anſwered and faid unto the man of Gop, 
Intreat now the face of the Lonp thy Gon, and pray for 
me, that my band may be reſtored me again. And the 
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man of Gop beſonght the Lonp, and the king's hand was 
reſtored him again, and became as it was before. 
And the king faid unto the man of Gor, Come home 
with me and refreſh thyſelf, and I will give Nw a ro- 
ward. 
And the man of Gop ſaid nnto the king, If hou wilt 
give me half thine houſe, I will not go in with thee, nei- 
ther will I eat bread, nor drink water in this place, 5 
For ſo was it charged me by the word of the Loxp, - 
ſaying, Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn ym by 
the ſame way that thou cameſt. | 
So he went another way, and returned not 12 the way 
that he came to Beth: el. 
After this thing, Jeroboam returned not from his evil 
- way, but made again of the loweſt of the people, prieſts 
of the high places: whoſoever would, he conſecrated him, 
aud he became one of the prieſts of the high places. 
And this thing became ſin unto the houſe of Jeroboam, 
even to cut it off, and to deſtroy it from off the face of 
the earth, 
At that time Abijah the ſon of Jeroboam fell flak 
And Jeroboam ſaid to his wife, Ariſe, I pray thee, and 
diſguiſe thyſelf, that thou be not known to be the wiſe 
of Jeroboam: and get thee to Shiloh; behold, there is 
Abijah the prophet, which told me that I-ſhould be king | 
over this people. | 
And take with thee ten TER! and 3 ts | 
cruſe of honey, and go to him: — | 
"ſhall become of the child. | x 4 
And Jeroboam's wife did ſo, and aroſe vs: went to Shi- 
Job, and came to the houſe of Ahijah : but Ahijah could | 
not ſee, for his eyes were ſet by reaſon of his age. | 
And the Loxp ſaid unto Ahijah, Behold, the wife of 
Jeroboam cometh to aſk a thing of thee for her ſon, for 


hen is ſick: thus and thus haſt thou ſay unto her: for it 
e ſhall 
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ſhall be when the cookie in, that ſhe ſhall feign herſelf 
to be another woman. 

And it was ſo, when Ahijah heard the ſound of her 
feet, and ſhe came in at the door, that he ſaid, Come in, 
thou wife of Jeroboam, why feigneſt thou thyſelf to be 
another? for I am ſent to thee with heavy tidings. 
Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus faith the Loxp Gop of Iſ- 

rae}, Foraſmuch as I exalted thee fromamong the row, 
and made thee prince over my people Iſrael, 

And rent the kingdom away from the houſe of David, 
and gave it thee; and yet thou haſt not been as my ſer- 
vant David, who kept my commandments, and who fol- 
lowed me with all his heart, to do that only which was 
right in mine eyes, but haſt done evil above all that were 
before thee: for thou haſt gone and made thee other gods, 
and molten images, to provoke me to anger, and haſt 
caſt me behind thy back: 

Therefore behold, I will bring evil upon the houſe of 
Jeroboam, and will cut off from Jeroboam every man, 
and him that is ſhut up and left in Iſrael, and will take 
away the remnant of the houſe of Jeroboam, as a man 
taketh away dung, till it be all gone. | 

Him that dieth of Jeroboam in the city, ſhall the Joi 
eat: and him that dieth in the field, ſhall the fowls of 
the air eat: for the Lon p hath ſpoken it. ; 

- Ariſe thou, therefore, get thee to thine own houſe: 
and when thy feet enter into the city, the child ſhall die. 

And all Iſrael ſhall mourn for him, and bury him: for 
he only of Jeroboam ſhall come to the grave, becauſe in 
him there is found ſome good thing toward the Lorp 
Gop of Ifrac}, in the houſe of Jeroboam. + ' 

Moreover, the Lon ſhall raiſe him up a king over 
Ifrael, who ſhall cut off the houſe of Jeroboam that day: 
For the Lox ſhall finite Iſrael, as a reed is ſhaken in 
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the water, and He ſhall root up Iſrael out of this good 
land, which he gave to their fathers, and ſhall ſcatter 
them beyond the river, becauſe they have made their 
_ groves, provoking the Lomp to anger. 

And he ſhall give Iſrael up, becauſe of the an of on 
Doan, who did fin, and who made Iſrael to fin. | 

And Jeroboam's wife-aroſe, and departed, and came 
to Tirzah: and when ſhe came to — threſhold of the 
door, the child died. 
And they buried him, and all Iſrael mourned for ""Y 
according to the word of the Loxp, which he ſpake by 


the hand of his ſervant Ahijah the prophet, 


And the days which Jeroboam reigned, were two and 


twenty years: and he ſlept with his fathers, and Nadab 
his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 


ANNOTATIONS AD REFLECTIONS. 
| Jeroboam ſoon forgot the admonitions of the prophet, 


and brought the curſe of Gop upon himſelf by the abo- 


minable practice of idolatry. It ſeems that he appre- 
hended Rehoboam would haye the advantage, and entice 


the people back to himſelf, if they continued to reſort to 


the Temple at JaxusaLEM; he therefore 1 for an 
© expedient to prevent them. 
In Sdlomon's reign the people built theme high Fe on 


every high lull, and under every green tree; and did accord- 


ing to all the abominatiums of the nations, which the Lorp 
eaſt out before the children of Tfrael; fo they were eaſily 
induced to forſake the Loxpp. © 

Jeroboam knew that he had not means to build a tem- 
ple to vie with that of Solomon, but ſomething he thought 


he muſt do to prevent the deſertion of his people. Having 
reſided for a” long time in Egypt, he wiſhed to form an 
alliance with that country, with a view to ſtrengthen 


his 


. 
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his power. The Egyptians had two oxen which they 


worſhipped ; one at the city of Memphis, called Apis; 
the other at Hierapolis, called Mnepis. That he might 
therefore gain the favour of his people, Jeroboam made 
idols in the form of theirs, and placed them likewiſe in 
different parts of his kingdom. Dan was famous, in the 
time of Micah, for his Teraphim ; and Bethel was eſteem- 

ed a ſacred place on account of Jacob's viſion of the lad- 


der, and the Loxo's frequent appearance to him. By 


ſetting up his golden calves in theſe places, which had 
long been eſteemed ſacred, Jeroboam contrived at once to 


pleaſe the Egyptians, and to gratity his own ſubjects, - 


Zoan, the city at which the new race of Egyptian 


kings refided, was not far from the borders of Canaan. 


It was the intereſt of former kings to be upon good terms 
with David's race; but Shiſhak had cauſe to fear, that 
Solomon's ſon would be ready to join the depoſed family 
in Egypt; for this reaſon it was politic for him to en- 
courage Jeroboam, who was an uſurper alſo. 

All the order of priefts and Levites adhered to the 


Temple ſervice, by which they drew the diſpleaſure of 
Jeroboam upon them; and having occaſion for miniſters, 


he choſe ſuch as we read of, This was a great act of 
preſumption, but Jeroboam ſtopt at pothing to effect his 
ambitious views; for, without the leaſt regard to the or- 
dinances of the Lorp, he inſtituted new feſtivals; io that 
he totally ſubverted the public worſhip, and the people 
plunged themſelves headlong into the groſſeſt idolatry, and 
entirely forſook the Lox p; but the Sur RME BEIN, in his 


infinite mercy, vouchſafed to call them to repentance, hy 


ſending a prophet, and working ſuch miracles as, one 


would have thought, muſt have converted them. 


The mercy of Gop was ſhewn to Jeroboam in warning 
him of the deſtruction he would bring on his family; and 
L 6 | alſo 


1 
alſo to his ſon, the good youth Abijah, by taking him inth | 
a happier ſtate: this death, which was a e to 
the parent, was a bleſſing to the child. -  - 

The LoxD-threatened, by the mouth of His e 
\that,.* bs would give Trae! up,.berauſe of the fn cf Jus. 
:boam, who did fin; and who made Iſrael to fin,” We muſt 
-not from this ſuppoſe, that Iſrael would have been pu- 
-niſhed for the wickedneſs of their ſovereign, if the people 

had adhered to their duty. They well knew that Jero- 
- boam's proceedings were directly contrary to the law of 
Go; yet they vuillingiy made themſelves partalers of his 
crime, and deſerved to be given up. It is called Fero- 
Jom s ſin; becauſe he introduced it; but the people muſt 
have been inclined to idolatry, or they would not have 
been ſo eaſily influenced by him. | 
©,  Jeroboam and the Iſraelites were as undeſerving as the 
people of Judah of Gop's favour ; and one is loſt in admi- 
. ration of the divine forbearance, that they were ſuffered 
to remain on the face of the earth ! 

The prediction, which the prophet delivered refvodh ng 
Jos1an, was a very remarkable one, and it was afterwards 
exactly accompliſhed *. We are told, that this young 

© Prophet came to a very antimely end; for he ſuffered him- 
ſelf to be perſuaded by another prophet, who pretended 
to be alſo inſpired, to go to Ait houſe, inſtead of obeying 
the Lozp's commands, which he had received /m/elf by 
divine inſpiration to puniſh him for thus inconſiderately 
' preferring the word of a man to the word of Gop, he was 
torn to pieces by a lion (to ſave him from which he was 
perhaps directed to return home another way), This pu- 
niſhment appears very ſevere, becauſe it ſeems that he 
really thought the old prophet ſpake truth; but we may 
ſuppoſe Gop permitted him to be ain for a warning to 


* 3x Kings xiii, 20, &c. | 
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others, n neceſſary in the land of 


Tſrael\ in thoſe times; and whenever it is the Divins Wit. 
to inflict judgments, which to haman. apprehenſion appear 
ſeyere, we muſt recollect, that is liſe is not the wwhole of 
our exiſtence, but there is a future ſlate, where Gon will 
bring every work into judgment, ee ene 

W e 5 


SECTI ON XLVIII. 
THE. REIGN OP ABIIAM, CALLED ALSO a211an, 
| KING OP JUDAH, 


From 1 Kings, Chap. xv. 2 Chron, Chap, xiii. 


Now in theeighteenth year of king un the ſon 


of Nebat, reigned Abijam over Judah. 

Three years reigned he in Jeruſalem; and he walked 
in all the ſins of his father, which he had done before 
him: and his heart was not perfect with the Lonp his 
Gop, as the heart of David his father. 

Nevertheleſs, for David's ſake did the Lozxp his Gop 


give him a lamp in Jeruſalem, to ſet up his fon after him, 


and toeſtabliſh Jeruſalem: becauſe David did-that which 
was right in the eyes of the Lorp, and turned not aſide 
from any thing that He commanded him-all the days of 
his life, ſave only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite. - 

And there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam 
all the days of his life, 

And Abyam ſet the battle in array with an army of 
valiant men of war, even four hundred thoufand choſen: 
men. ſeroboam alſo ſet the battle in array againſt him 
wth eight hundred thouſaud choſen . being mighty 
men of valour. 

And Abijam ſtood up upon mount Zemaraim, which is 


| 
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in mount Ephraim, and laid, Hear me, thou aden 
* all Iſrael. 

Ougght ye not to know, that the Font Gov of Ifrael 
gare the kingdom over Iſrael to David for r even to 
him and to his ſons by a covenant of ſalt? 

Vet Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, the a of Solo- 
mon the ſon of David, is riſen up and hath rebelled 
againſt his lord. 18 

And there are gathered unto him vain men, the chil- 
dren of Belial, and have ſtrengthened themſelves againſt 

 Rehoboam the ſon of Solomon, when Rehoboam was 
young and tender-hearted, and could not withſtand them. 

And now ye think to withſtand the kingdom of the 
Lon in the hand of the ſons of David; and ye be a 
great multitude, and there are with you golden calves, 
which Jeroboam made you for gods. + 

Have ye not caſt out the priefts of the Loxp the ſons . 
of Aaron, and the Levites, and have made you prieſts 
after the manner of the nations of other lands? fo that 
whoſoever cometh to conſecrate himſelf with a young 
bullock and ſeven rams, the ſame may be a prieſt of Goes 

that are no gods. 

But as for us, the Lon p is our Gop, and we have not 
forſaken him: and the prieſts which miniſter unto the 
Lomb are the ſons of Aaron, and the Levites wait uu 

their buſineſs : 

And they burn unto the Lonp every morning and every 
evening burnt ſacrifices and ſweet incenſe: the ſhew- 
bread alfy ſet they in order upon the pure table; and the T4 
candleſtick of gold with the lamps thereof, to burn every 

evening: for we keep the charge of the Cone our Ge, 
but ye have forſaken him. 

And behold, Gop himſelf is with us for our penn, 
and his prieſts with ſounding trumpets to cry alarm 
| againſt 
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int you. O ye children of Iſrael, fight ye not agaitiſt 
the Lon o God of your fathers; for ye ſhall not proſper, 
But Jeroboam cauſed an ambuſhment to come about 
' behind them: for they were before Judah, and the am- 
buſhment was behind them, 
And when Judah looked back, behold, the battle was 
before and behind: and they cried unto the _ and 
the prieſts ſounded with the trumpets. f 
I!)!hen the men of Judah gave a ſhout: and as the men of 
Judah ſhouted, it came to paſs, that Gop ſmote Jero- 
boam and all Iſrael before Abijam and Judah, 
And the children of Iſrael fled before Judah: and Gop 
delivered them into their hand. 


And Abijam and his people ſlew them with a great 


ſlaughter: ſo there ſell down . of Iſrael five * 
thouſand choſen men. 

Thus the children of Iſrael were brought under at that 
time, and the children of Judah prevailed, becauſe _ 
relied upon the Loxp Gop of their fathers, 

And Abijam purſued after Jeroboam, and took cities 
from him, Beth-el with the towns thereof, and Jeſhanah 
with the towns thereof, and es with the towns 
thereof, 


Neither did Jeroboam recover firength again in the 


days of Abijam, and the Lonp ſtruck him, and he died. 
But Abyam waxed mighty, and married fourteen wives, 

and had twenty and two ſons, and ſixteen daughters. 

And the reſt of the acts of Abyam, and his ways and 
his ſayings, are written in the ſtory of the prophet Iddo. 
And Abijam flept with his fathers, and they buried 
him in the city of David; and Aſa his ſon reigned in 
his ſtead, 


ANNOTATIONS Ax D REFLECTIONS. 
In the ſpeech which Abijam addreſſed to Jereboam and 


Pa, 


— > — 


— 


( 232 ) 
the Iſraelites, calling upon them in the name of the Loxp 
to forſake idolatry, and return to their duty, he acted 
agreeably to the will of Gop, and as became the deſcend- 
ant of David: Jeroboam, on the contrary, preſumptouſly 
oppoſed the Lorp, and, depending on his ſuperior army, 


> reſolved to attempt the deſtruction of Judah, though he 


had formerly been forbidden by a divine command to 
lift up his hand againſt the race of David: the Lonp, 
thereſore, not only delivered Judah, but enabled Abijam, 
by His Almighty power, to obtain a wonderful victory 
over the Iſraelites; and we are taught to regard the DI- 
vix n interpaſtion, on this occaſion, as a proof of Gop's 


- remembrance of David, to whom he had promiſed, that 


- his fidelity ſhould be finally rewarded by bleſſings on his 
; poſterity, though for reaſons, which muſt appear Juſt, they 
would be afflicted for a time, 

If Abijam and the people of Judah had continued ſtead- 
faſt in the principles which ſeemed to have actuated them 
on this occaſion, the favour of the Loxp would have re- 
mained with them for their own ſakes: but we are told, 

that this king wwa/ked in all the fins of his father, for he re- 


moved not the high places, neither did he deſtroy ido- 


latry, as he might have done, when he had Bethel in his 
power; and he found by experience, that not only his 
people would ſtand by him in the attempt, bnt that he 


had the greateſt reaſon to expect that the Loxp would 


Himſelf aſſiſt him in the vindication of His honour : for 


this negleR, it is likely, that the Lon p ſhortened the days 
nt Abyam. 


SECTION XIIXX. 
THE REIGNS OP NADAB AND BAASHA, KINGS OF ISRAEL, 
From 1 Kings, Chap. xv. 


And Nadab the ſon of Jeroboam began to reign over 
Iſrael, 
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Krael, in the fecond year of Aſa king of Judah, and 
reigned over Iſrael two years. 

And he did evil in the ſight a the Loxp, and walked 
in the way of his father, and in his tin wherewith he 
made Iſrael to fin. , 

And Baaſha the ſon of Ahijah, of the houſe of Ilachar, 
conſpired againſt him; and Baaſha ſmote him at Gibbe- 
thon, which belongeth to the Philiſtines, (for Nadab 
and all Iſrael laid ſiege to Gibbethon. ) 

And Baatha did evil in the fight of the Lon, and 
walked in the way of Jeroboam, and in his ſin wherew ith 

he made Iſrael to fin. 
And it came to paſs when he reigned, that he ſmote 
all the houſe of Jeroboam, he left not to Jeroboam any 
that breathed, until he had deſtroyed him, according un- 
to the ſaying of the Loxp, which he ſpake by his ſer- 
yant Ahijah the Shilonite. 

Becauſe of the fins of Jeroboam which he ſinned, and 
which he made Ifrael to fin, by his provocation where- 
with he provoked the Loxp Gop of Ifrael to anger. 
And there was war between Aſa and Baaſha king of 
Iſrael all their days. 
© Then the word of the Lonp came to Jehu the ſon of 
Hanani, againſt Baaſha, ſaying, Foraſmuch as I exalted 
thee out of the duſt, and made thee prince over my peo- 
ple Iſrael, and thou haſt walked in the way of Jeroboam, 
and haſt made my people Iſrael to fin, to provoke me to 
anger with their fins: 3 
Bchold, I will take away the poſterity of Baaſha, and 
the poſterity of his houſe: and will make thy houſe like 
the houſe of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat. 1 
Him that dieth of Baaſha in the city, ſhall the dogs 
eat: and him that dieth of his 1 in the fields, ſhall tho | 
fowls of t e air eat. 
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So Baaſha ſlept with his fathers, and was buried in 


Tirzah, and Elah his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 


And alſo by-the hand of the prophet Jehu the ſon of 


Hanani, came the word of the Lonp againſt Baaſha, and 


againſt his houſe, even for all the evil that he did in the 
fight of the Loxp, in provoking him to anger with the 
work of his hands, in being like the houſe of Jeroboam, 


and becauſe he Killed him. 


ANNOTATION 8 AND REFLECTIONS. 


N adab s wicked reign was of ſhort duration, for he 
ſhut himſelf totally out from Gop's favour by idolatrous 
practices and hardened obduracy, and therefore the 
treachery of Baaſha was ſuffered to ſacceed againſt him, 
The cruelty of this ambitious man in deſtroying ſo many 


of his predeceſſor's relations proceeded from his own bad 


heart, and was therefore reckoned among the crimes for 


which he was cut off. Baaſha did not act in conſe- 


quence of any expreſs command from Gop to deſtroy 


the poſterity of Jeroboam, but in order to uſurp the 
throne, and was therefore guilty of murder. We muſt 
not ſuppoſe that he was in/tigated of Gor, but only that 
he was not reſtrained, as he would have been, if Jeroboam 
and his family had endeayoured to ſecure the Divine 
protection. We have already met with inſtances, in the 
courſe of this hiſtory, of the Lonp's taking compaſſion 
on repentant ſinners, and preventing that deſtruction 


which would have fallen on them if they had perſiſted 
in their ſin, particularly in the caſe of David. Jeroboam 


and his race would have been preſerved in like manner, 


* 4 


if they had imitated. David's example: ſo that the Lon p 
might juſtly ſay to Baaſha, by the mouth of his prophet, 
Forgfmuch as I exalted thee out of the duft, and made thee 


prince 


\ 


IIS. +. arti. a % © 


- 


5 
prince over my people Iſrael, &c. becauſe it would _ 


been 7p29fſible for Baaſha to have exalted Aẽ, I 


trary to the Divine WILL. 
We have cauſe to admire the goodneſs and juſtice of 


Gov in every inſtance, for they were both diſplayed, 


even in his diſpenſations towards thoſe bad kings, who 


reſiſted his authority and deſpiſed his power. 


SECTION L. 


THE REIGN OP ASA KING OP JUDAN. 
From 1 Kings, Chap. xv.—2 Chron, Chap. xiv, xv, xvi. 
So Abijam ſlept with his fathers, and they buried 


him in the city of David. And Aſa his fon reigned in 


his ſtead. In his days the land was quiet ten years. 
And Aſa did that which was good and right in the 
eyes of the Lonxp his Gop. 

For he took away the altars of the ſtrange gods, and 
the high places, and brake down the images, and cut 
down the groves; 

And commanded Judah to ſeek the Loxp Gon of their 
fathers, and to do the law and the commandments. 1 

Alſo he took away out af all the cities of Judah the 
high places and the images: and the kingdom was quiet by 
before him. 

And he built fenced cities in Judah : for the land had 
reſt, and he had no war in thoſe years; becauſe the 
Lonp had given him reſt. | 

Therefore he ſaid unto Judah, Let us build thefe cities ; 
and make about them walls and towers, gates and bars, 
while the land is yet before us; becauſe we have ſought 
the Loxp our Gop, we have fought him, and be hath 
given us reſt on eyery fide. So they built and proſpered. 

And 
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And Aſa had an army of men that bare targets and 
fpears, out of Judah three hundred thouſand, and out of 
Benjamin, that bare ſhields and drew bows, two hundred 
and fourſcore thouſand : all theſe were mughty men of 
valour. 

And there came out againſt them Zerah the Ethiopian 
with an hoſt of a thouſand. thouſand, and three hundred 
chariots: and he came unto Mareſhah. 

Then Aſa went ont againſt him, and they ſet the bat- 
tle in array in the valley of Zephathah at Mareſhah. 

And Aſa cried unto the Lokp. his Gor, and faid, 
Lox, it is nothing with thee to help, whether with 
many, or with them that have no power: help us, O 
Lonp our Gopy for we reſt on thee, and in thy name 
we go againſt this multitude: O Loy; thou art our 
God; let not man prevail againſt thee, 

So the Loxp ſmote the Ethiopians before Aſa, and 
before Judah, and the Ethiopians fled, 

And Aſa and the people that were-with him purſued 
them unto Gerar: and the Ethiopians were overthrown, 
that-they could not recover themſelves : for they were 
_ deſtroyed before the Loxp and before his hoft ; and they 
carried away very much ſpoil. © 

And they ſmote all the cities round about Gerar, for 
the fear of the Lon p came upon them: and they ſpoiled 
all the cities, for there was exceeding much ſpoil in them. 
They ſmote alſo the tents of cattle, and carried away 
fheep-and camels in . and returned to Je- 
ruſalem. 

And the _—_ of Gon came upon Azariah the fon of 
Oded. | 

And he went out to meet Afa, and "Caid unto him, 
Hear ye me Aſa; and all Judah and Benjamin; The 
Loa i is . you, _ ye be with him; and if ye ſeek. 
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him, he will be found of you; but if ye forſake him, he 
will forſake you. 

Now for a long ſeaſon Iſrael hath been without the 
true God, and without a teaching prieſt, and without law, 

But when they in their trouble did turn unto the Loxp 
Gop of Iſrael, and ſought him, he was found of them. 

And in thoſe times there was no peace to him that 
went out, nor to him that came in, but great vexations 
were upon all the inhabitants of the countries. 

And nation was deſtroyed of nation, and city of city: : 
for Gop did vex them with all adveffity. x. 

Be ye ſtrong therefore, and let not your hands be 
weak : for your work ſhall be rewarded. 

And when Aſa heard theſe words, and the prophecy 
of Oded the prophet, he took courage, and put away the 
abominable idols out of all the land of Judah and Benja- 
min, and out of the cities which he had taken from 
mount Ephraim, and renewed the altar of the Lon 
that was before the porch of the Lorp. 

And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and the 
ſtrangers with them out of Ephraim and Manaſſeh, and 
out of Simeon: for they fell to him out of Iſrael in 
abundance, when they ſaw that the Lon p his Gop was 
with him. 

So they gathered themſelves tomntbis in Jeruſalem 
in the third month, in the fifteenth year of the reign 
of Aſa. 

And they offered unto the Loxp the ſame time, of 
the ſpoil which they had brought, ſeven hundred oxen, 
and ſeven thouſand ſheep. 

And they entered into a covenant to ſeek the Lon 
God of their fathers, with all their heart and with all 
their ſoul: that whoſoever would not ſeek the Lonp 
Gop of Iſrael, ſhould be put to death, whether ſmall or 
_ great, whether man or woman. 

x And 
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And they ſware unto the Lonp with a loud voice, and 
with ſhouting, and with trumpets, and with cornets. 
And all Judah rejoĩced at the oath : for they had ſworn 
with all their heart, and ſought him with their whole 
deſire, and he was found of them: and the Lozp gave 
them reſt round about. 

And alſo concerning Maachah, the mother of Aſa the 
king, he removed her from being queen, becauſe ſhe 
had made an idol in a grove: and Aſa cut down her 
idol and ſtamped it, and burned it at the brook Kidron, 

But the high places were not taken away out of Iſ- 
rael : nevertheleſs, the RL of Aſa was perfect all his 
days. | 

And there was no more war unto the five and end 
year of the reign of Aſa. 

In the ſix and thirtieth year of the reign of Afa, Baaſha 
king of Iſrael came up againſt Judah, and built Ramah, 
to the intent that he might let none go out or come in 
to Aſa king of Judah, 

Then Aſa brought out ſilver and gold out of the trea- 
ſures of the houſe of the Lon, and of the king's houſe, 
and ſent to Benhadad, king of Syria, that dwelt at Da- 
maſcus, ſaying, 'There is a league between me and thee, 
as there was between my father and thy father: 

Behold, I have ſent thee ſilver and gold; go break. thy 
league with Baaſha, king of Iſrael, that he may depart 
from me. 

And Ben-hadad hearkened unto king Aſa, and ſeut 
the captains of his armies againſt the cities of Iſrael : and 
they ſmote lon and Dan, and Abel-maim, and 15 the 
ſtore cities of Naphtali. 

And it came to paſs, when Baaſha heard it, that he 
left off building of Ramah, arid let his work ceaſe. 

Then Aſa the king _ all Aung ; r they carried 

| away 
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away the ſtones of Ramah, and the timber thereof, where- 
with Baaſha was building) ; and he built therewith Geba 
and Mizpab. : 
- And at that time n the ſeer came to Aſa king of 
Judah, and ſaid unto him, Becauſe thou haſt relied on 


the king of Syria, and not relied on the Lon p thy Gop, 


therefore is the hoſt * the king of Syria eſcaped out of 
thine hand. 

Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubims x huge hoſt, 
with very many chariots and horſemen ?, yet, becauſe 


thou didſt rely on the Loxp, he delivered them into 


thine hand. 

For the eyes of the Loxp run to and fro throughout 
the whole earth, to ſhew himſelf ftrong in the behalf of 
them whoſe heart is perfect towards him, Herein thou 
haſt done fooliſhly: therefore from henceforth thou 
ſhalt have wars, | a4 


Then Aſa was wroth with the ſeer, and put him in a 


priſon-houſe; for he was in a rage with him becauſe of 
this thing. And Aſa oppreſſed ſome of the youre the 
ſame time. 

And Aſa in the thirty and ninth year of his reign was 
diſeaſed in his feet, until his diſeaſe was exceeding great : 
yet in his diſeaſe he ſought not to the Lozp, but to the 
phyficians. 

And Aſa ſlept with his fathers, and died in the one 
and fortieth year of his reign, 

And they buried him in his own ſepulchres, which he 
had made for himſelf in the eity of David, and laid him 


in the bed which was filled with ſweet odours and 


divers kinds of ſpices prepared by the apothecaries art: 
and they made a yery great buruing for him, 
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ANNOTATIONS a REFLECTIONS, . 


A5 employed the peace with which he Was klebel 
in reforming many abuſes, and made great ad vances to- 
wards extirpating idolatry, and for this purpoſe he de- 


ſtroyed all the Ag places in which there were any altars 


erected to ſtrange gods *, but he did not venture to take 
away thoſe where Gop alone was worſhipped, becauſe 
they were at that time regarded as ſacred, on account of 
the former e 'of Gon, or fore other matraguies 


event. 


Maachah, the mother of Aſa, is ſuppoſed to have 33 


not only an idolater, but a prieſteſs to one of the idols: 
- the king's behaviour to her was ee a con- 


ſiſtent with his duty-to Gop. 
It ſeems that Abyah in T7 reign had ſet aide, ac- 


cording to uſual cuſtom, ſome of the ſpoil to be dedicated 


to the Lon D: but his piety. did not continue Pre ny. 
for him to complete his purpoſe,  , 
Zerah, the king who invaded Jerusalem is Gappoſtd 


| to have come from Arabia: notwithſtanding be brought 


ſuch an aſtoniſhing army, his attempt was fruitleſs; for 


as Iſrael confided in the Lonb, the rock of heir ſalvuutiom, 
it was in vain for lumen. poaver to ſtrive againſt them. 


Though Gop did not in thoſe days honour his people 
with a vifible token of His immediate PresENCE in the 
Tabernacle, He ſtil] gave repeated proofs that He was 
near at hand, to hear their prayers, and lend them aſſiſt- 
ance, if they would but ſerk Him with'a willing heart, 
His ſervants, the prophets, were occaſionally ſent to ad- 
moniſh and ame them, that they might not forget 


This explanation 8 for the ſeeming diſagreement between 
ch. xiv. ver. 3. of the 2d of Chron, and ch. xy, ver. 12. of the Iſt of 
Kings. See Patrick's Comment, 
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the promiſes made to their forefathers, nor fall into de- 
ſpair from the apprehenſion that Gop had an for- | 
ſaken them. 
As long as Aſa continued to Re on the Lon, he was 
bleſſed witll proſperity; but we find his zeal abated, 
and inſtead of applying to Go, as on a former occaſion, 
he engaged the aid of the king of Syria, by means of 
ſome of the treaſures of the Houſe of Gov. In this Aſa 
committed a great fin; for though, in caſes of extreme 
neceflity, the people of Gop were allowed to employ 
things ſacred in the defence of their country, they had_ 
no ſach pretence here. Gop had wonderfully protected 
them againſt the Ethiopian king, why, therefore, ſhould 
Aſa doubt the efficacy of the Divine power to overcome 
Baaſha ? Beſides, it was an act unwotthy of a king of 
Judah to bribe any one to break a league or covenant ; 
and we learn, that if he had not taken this ſtep, the Lozp 
would have delivered the Syrians into his hand: for in 
reſpect to the riſe and fall of kingdoms, nothing hap- 
pens by chance; the eyes of the LorD run to and fro 
throughout the WHOLE EARTH, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in 
behalf of thoſe whoſe heart is perfect towards him. 

The prophet Hanani was ſent to reprove Aſa : he did 
not receive this prophet with thankfulneſs, as he ought 
to have done; but affronted the honour of the Lok, by 

behaving with cruelty to his ſervant, and proceeded to 
the oppreſtion of his ſubjects alſo.” The king was, it 
ſeems, afflicted with a diſeaſe in his feet, ſuppoſed to 
have been the gout ; this made him fretful and impa- 
tient; but no excuſe can be made for his diſtruſting 
Gop, and depending entirely on the phyſicians, becauſe 
medicines can only proye efficacious through Gop's bleſſ- 
ing; if we pray for that, we may hope for relief by the 
* III. M means 
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means He has graciouſly appointed, to eaſe our pains, ; 
and reſtore health to the body. 
In one part of this ſection it is ſaid, that Ate; heart. 


 evas perfect all his dass. We are to underſtand from this, 


that he made no deviations from his duty: on the con- 
trary, we find he committed great offences: this ex- 
preſſton means only, that he never diſcovered any incli- 
nation to forſake the worſhip of the Lorp, but con- 
tinued, to the end of his life, to diſcountenance idolatry. 
We are told that a great burning was made for Aſa; 
by which is ſuppoſed to be meant, that he ordered his 


body to be burnt with ſpices and perfumes, and his bones 


and aſhes to be collected and buried in a ſepulchre 
which he had provided, inſtead of being interred, as the 


cuſtom of the Jews then was. 


/ 
SECTION II. 
' THE REGINS OF. ELAH; ZIMRI, OMRI, AND TIBNT, 


From 1 Kings, Chap. xvi. 
Ix the twenty and fixth-year of Aſa king of Judah, 


began Elah the fon of Baaſha to ge over Iſrael in 


DAL... 
And his ſervant Zimri (captain of bal his chariots) 


conſpired againſt him as he was in Tirzah, drinking him- 


ſelf drunk in the houſe of Arza ed, of 815 — in 


Tirzah. 
And Zimri went and Got him, and killed has: in 


the twenty and ſeventh year of Aſa mY ond. ug ane, and 


reigned in his ſtead. 
Now the reſt of the acts of Elah, wal all that be did, 


are they not written in the book of the * of the 
kings of Iſrael ? | | | 
And 
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And it came to paſs when Zimri began to Fo hae 
ſoon as he ſat on the throne; he ſlew: all the men of the 
houſe of Baaſha; he left him not one ater: of his kinſ- 
folk or of his friends. 

Thus did Zimri deſtroy all the houſe of Baaſha, A- 
cording to the word of the Loxp, which he ſpake againſt 
Baaſha by Jehu the prophet; For all the ſins of Baatha,- 
and the ſins of Elah his ſon, by which they ſinned, and 
by which they made Iſrael to ſin, in provoking the 
Lonp Gop of Iſrael to anger with their vanities. 

In the twenty and ſeventh year of Aſa king of Judah, 
did Zimri reign ſeven days in Tirzah: and tlie people 
were encamped againſt En rr 1 to 
the Philiſtines. | 51 

And the people that were in encamped awd lap, 
Zimri hath confpired, and hath: alſo flam the king: 
wherefore all Iſrael made Omri the captain of the hoſt; 
king over Iſrael that day in the camp. 

And Omri went up from Gibbethon, and all Ifrael 
with him, and they beſieged Tirzah. * 

Andi it came to paſs when Zimri ſaw that the chips 
taken, that he went into the palace of the king's houſe, 
and burnt the king's houſe over him with fire, and died, 
for Ins fins which he ſinned in doing evil in the fight of 
the Lonb, in walking in the way of Jeroboam, and in 
his fin which he did to make Iſrael fin. | 

Now the reſt of the acts of Zimri, and his treaſon that ' 
he wrought, are they not written in the back of the 
chronicles of the king's of Iſrael ? 

Then were the people of Iſrael divided into two es 
half of the people followed Tibni the ſon of Ginath, to 
make him king ; and half followed Omri. 

But the © people that followed Ori, preyailed againſt 
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the people that followed Tibni the ſon of a ſo 
Tibni died, and Omri reigned. 

In the thirty-firſt year of Aſa king of Judah began 
Omri to reign over Iſrael twelve years: fix years reigned 
he in Tirzah. 

And he bought the bill Samaria of Shemer, for two 
talents of filver, and built on the hill, and called the 
name of the city which he built, after the name of She- 
mer, owner of the hill Samaria. 

But Omri wrought evil in the eyes of the I and 
did worſe than all that were before him: 

- For he walked in all the ways of Jeroboam the fon of 
Nebat, and in his fin wherewith he made Iſrael to ſin, 
to provoke the Loxp Gop of Iſrael to anger with their 
vanities. . | 

80 Oni flept with his fathers, and was buried in Sa- 
maria, and Ahab his ſon reigned in his ſtead. | 


- ANNOTATIONS AxD REFLECTIONS. 


The threatening which the Lonp denounced by the 
prophet Jehu the ſon of Hanani, againſt the family of 
Baaſha, hat they ſhould be cut off like the houſe of Fero- 
| boam, was ſoon exactly fulfilled ; but Zimri, who de- 
ſtroyed them, imitated wicked Jeroboam in his idola- 
trous practices, for which his life and reign were ſhort- 
ened. He died by his own hand, but might ſtill be ſaid 
to be cut off by the LorD, becauſe he would have been 
preſerved from deſpair, if he had not given himſelf up 

to incorrigible wickedneſs, | 
It is ſaid of Omri, that he did worſe than all who 
were before him; from whence we may conjecture, 
that he introduced more abominable idolatries than even 
Jeroboam did, and compelled the Iſraelites to worſhip 
the calves, and by ſevere laws (called in another part 
of 


— 
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of Scripture the fatutes of Omri) reſtrained them from 
going to Jeruſalem to worſhip. 
All the kings who had reigned over Iſrael, from the 
time of the diviſion of the kingdom, were remarkable 
for their impiety. | 


SECTION III. 


THE BEGINNING OP THE REIGN OF 12 
RING OP JUDAE. 


From 1 Chron. Chap. xvii. 


AnD Jehoſhaphat the ſon of Aſa reigned in the ſtead 
of his father, and ſtrengthened himſelf againſt Iſrael. 

And he placed forces in all the fenced cities of Judah, 
and ſet garriſons in all the land of Judah, and in the cities 
of Ephraim which Aſa his father had taken, 

And the Lord was with Jehoſhaphat, becauſe he 
walked in the firſt ways of his father Aſa, and ſought 
not unto Baalim; But ſought to the Loxp Gop of his 
father David, and walked in his commandments, and 
not after the doings of Iſrael. 

Therefore the Long eſtabliſned the kingdom in his | 
hand ; and all Judah brought to Jehoſhaphat preſents; 
and he had riches and honour in abundance. ; 

And his heart was lifted up in the ways of the Lony: 
moreover, he took-away the high places and groves out 
of Judah. 

And Jehoſhaphat waxed exceedingly : and he built 
in Judah caſtles, and cities of ſtore. 

And he had much buſineſs in the cities of Judah: and 


the men of war, mighty men of valour, were in Jeru- 
falem. _ 


M 3  ANNOTA- 
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XY ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 
Ichoſhaphat ſeems to have been educated with great 
care, and to have received from his father * early im- 
preſſions of piety. He began his reign with that diſ- 
poſition of mind which his ſtation required, and endea- 
voured to bring about a thorongh reformation in Judah, 
He not only took away the high places, but ſent 10 his 
princes, to teach in the cities of Judah, and with them he 
Jent priefts and Levides who had the book of the Jaw with 
them, 
It + is ſuppoſed that the princes admotiiftied the peo- 
ple, and required them 'to obſerve the Law, which 
the prieſts and Levites came to explain; obliging them 
to treat thoſe who were ſent by the king's command on 
ſo important an errand with reſpe&, and hear them 
with attention. In thoſe days there was, what is pro- 
perly called by one of the prophets, a ſpiritual famine. 
There were then no public ſynagogues, nor public 
teachers, as there were afterwards inſtituted ; and the 
people were fallen into ſuch a ftate of general ignorance, 
that there was ſcarcely a copy of the law to be found in 
the whole country; for which reaſon it was thought ad- 
viſable and neceſſary for the prieſts and Levites to 
carry one with them. 
We read, that Jehoſhaphat's ſubjects amounted to an 
aſtoniſhing number; his valiant men are computed at 
1,100,000. His dominions included not only Judah 
and Benjamin (which were incorporated fo as to become 
one 'fribe), but reached into the tribes of 20s Ephraim, 


* It js ſuppoſed that the word Aſa ſhould be ſubſtituted for David, 
in the xviiith chap, of 2d Chron. 

See Stackhouſe on the Bible, 

and 
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and Simeon, into Arabia, and the country of the Phi- 
liſtines: in a word, from Beerſheba to the mountains of 
Ephraim one way, from Jordan to the Mediterranean 
Sea another. The Levites alſo, whom Jeroboam-thruſt 
out, joined themſelves to Judah ; and multitudes of other 
perſons, who abhorred idolatry, followed them from all 
parts of Iſrael. There were, beſides, great numbers of 
foreigners in Judah; ſo that we may eaſily conceive 
Jeroboam's kingdom to have been as populous as it is 
repreſented. 

The great pains this good king took to n re- 
ligion, not only procured him the favour of Gon, but 
gained the hearts of his ſubjects; and the Lozp ſtruck 
ſuch a dread of him into his enemies, that inſtead of in- 
vading his dominions, the Philiſtines came voluntarily. 
and paid him a tribute which had been ſuſpended for 
many years; and the Arabians alſo ſent a great number 
of flocks and heards, as an acknowledgment of their 


homage. 
We find that Gop was perſettly true to his promiſes ; 


for whenever the king and people, either of Iſrael or 
Judah, were mindful of their duty, he bleſſed them with 
profperity ; and as conſtantly brought adverſity upon them, 


when they forſook his wworſhip + if they would but have 
been a 7ig/hteous people, what happineſs might they have 


Nm what miſeries would they have eſcaped 


SECTION III. 


THE BEGINNING OF THE REIGN OF AHAB KING OF 18- 
RAEL—AND OF THE HISTORY OP ELIJAH THE PRO- 
PHET, x 


From 1 Kings, Chap. xvi, xvii. 


Axpi in the thirty-cighth year of Aſa king of Judah, 
. "M4 began 


| up, becauſe there had been no rain in the land, 
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began A the 120 of Omri to reign over Iſrael i in Sa- 
maria. 

And Ahab the ſon of Omri did evil in the fight of the 
Lonp, above all that were before him. 

And it came to paſs, as if it had been a light thing 
for him to walk in the fins of Jeroboam the ſon of Ne- 
bat, that he took to wife Jezebel, the daughter of Eth- 
baal king of the Zidonians, and went and ſerved Baal, 
and worſhipped him. 

And he reared up an altar for Baal, in the houſe of 
Baal, which he had built in Samaria. 

And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did more to pro- 
voke the Lonxp Gop of Iſrael to anger than al the 0 
of Iſrael that were before him. 

In his days did Hiel the Beth-elite build Jericho: he 
laid the foundation thereof in Abiram his firſt-born, 
and ſet up the gates thereof in his youngeſt ſon Segub, 
according to the word of the Loxp which he ſpake by 


Joſhua the ſon of Nun. 


And Elijah the Tiſhbite, who was of the inhabitants 


of Gilead, ſaid unto Ahab, As the Loxp Gop of Iſrael 


liveth, before whom I ſtand, there ſhall not be dew nor 


rain theſe years, but according to my word. 


And the word of the Loxp came unto Elijah, ſaying, 
Get thee hence, and turn thee eaſtward, and hide thyſelf 
by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. And it 
ſhall be that thou ſhalt drink of the brook, and I have 
commanded the ravens to feed thee there. | 

So he went, and did according unto the word of the 
LokD: for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, 
that is before Jordan. And the ravens brought him 
bread and fleſh in the morning, and bread and fleſh in 


| the evening: and he drank of the brook. 


And it came to paſs after a while that the brook dried 


And 


— 
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And ſezebel ſent to deſtroy all the prophets in the 
land. And Obadiah hid a hundred of them 1 in a cave, 
and fed them with bread and water. ab 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 


We find, that there-was at this time a great contraſt 
between the 7wo kingdoms ; for whilſt the king of Judah 
was exerting every means for propagating true religion, 
the king- of Iſrael employed himſelf in exalting idols, 
Ahab not only continued the worſhip of the calves, 
which Jeroboam had ſet up, but married Jezebel, the 
daughter of Ethbaal, king of Tyre, whom he ſuffered to 
introduce new abominations; and to gratify her impiety, 
he built an altar to Baal. 

That Ahab might not plead the example of his father, 
and pretend ignorance of the Lox D, Elijah the pro- 
phet was graciouſly ſent to warn and admoniſh him. 
Theſbe, the birth- place of this extraordinary perſon, was 
on the other ſide Jordan in the land of Gad. He is 
ſuppoſed to have been the Father or chig of the prophets 
of the age, a man of a great and elevated ſoul, of a ge- 
nerous and undaunted ſpirit, a zealous defender of the 
| laws of Gop, and a juſt avenger of a violation of His 
honour. | 

It was the Lonp's will to ſend a famine on Iſrael 
and that Ahab might not impute it to natural cauſes, 
Elijah informed him, that it was the hand of Gop, who 
denied the uſual refreſhments to the earth for the 
wickedneſs of him and his people, and that the . | 
ſhould continue. 

As the Lon foreſaw that the completion of this pre- 
diction would draw Ahab's reſentment upon Elijah, in 
order to preſerve this prophet from the cruel effects of 


the king's rage, and to ſhew his almighty power, Gon 
M 5 commanded 
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commanded Elijah to retire to the brook Cherith, which 
was near the river Jordan. | 

If we had not been told that the Lok ſent the ravens 
which fed Elijah, it would be quite aſtoniſhing to think, 
that creatures ſo voracious, and ſeemingly of ſuch a 
cruel nature, ſhould perform ſo kind an office; but with 
this explanation the wonder ceaſes, for ali things are 
Palliblè to Gov. 


SECTION LIV. 


-FLIJAH AND THE WIDOW or ZAREPHATH. 
From 1 Kings, Chap. xvii. 


AxD the word of the Loxp came unto Elijah, ſaying, 
- Ariſe, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, 
and dwell there ; behold I have commanded a widow 
woman there to ſuſtain thee. 

So he aroſe, and went to Zarephath : and when he 
came to the gate of the city, behold the widow woman 
was there gathering of fticks: and he called to her, and 
ſaid, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a veſſel, 
that I may drink. 

And as the was going to fetch it, he called to fy and 
ſaid, Bring me, I pray thee, a morſel of bread in thine 
hand, 

And ſhe ſaid, As the Lord thy God liveth, I have 
not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a 
little oil in a cruſe: and behold, I am gathering two 
ſticks, that I may go in, and dreſs it for me and * ſon, 
that we may eat it, and die. 

And Elijah ſaid unto her, Fear not; go and "AR as ; thou 
haſt ſaid : but make me thereof a little cake firſt, and 
bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy ſon. 

| REN For 
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For thus ſaith the Lonp God of Iſrael, The barrel of 
meal ſhall not waſte, neither ſhall the cruſe of oil fail, 
until the day that the Loxp ſendeth rain upon the 

earth. 

And ſhe went and did according to the ſaying of 
Elijah : and ſhe and her houſe did eat many days, 

And the barrel of meal waſted not, neither did the 
cruſe of oil fail, according to the word of the Loxo 
which he ſpake by Elijah. 

And it came to paſs after theſe things, that the ſon 
of the woman, the miſtreſs of the houſe, fell fick, and 
his ſickneſs was ſo ſore, that there was no breath left 
in him. | 

And the ſaid unto Elijah, What have I to do with 
thee, O thou man of Gop? art thou come unto me to 
call my fin to remembrance, and to ſlay my ſon ? | 

And he ſaid unto her, Give me thy fon. And he 
took him out of her boſom, and carried him up into a 
loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. 

And he cried unto the Lorp, and ſaid, O Lorp my 
Gop, haſt thou alſo brought evil upon the widow, with 
whom I ſojourn, by ſlaying her ſon? | 

And he ſtretched himſelf upon the child three times, 
and cried unto the Loxp, and ſaid, O Loxpd my Gop, I 
pray thee, let this child's ſoul come into him again. 

And the Loxp heard the voice of Elijah, and the ſoul 
of the child came into him again, and he revived. 

And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out 
of the chamber into the houſe, and delivered him unto 
his mother: and Elijah faid, See, thy ſon liveth. 

And the woman ſaid to Elijah, Now by this I know 
that thou art a man of Gop, and that the word of the 
Lok in thy mouth is truth. 


— 
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ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 

The place to which Elijah was ſent, was a city of Sidon, 
or Zidon. Our Saviour Himſelf intimates, that there 
was ſomething in the character of the widow of Zare- 
_ Phath, which rendered her an object of Divine com- 
paſſion, in preference to all the widows in Zidon *; 
and the Apoſtle to the Hebrews ſeems to refer to her 
as an example of f4ith +; we may therefore reaſonably 
ſuppoſe, that it was for her ſake, as well as his own, that 
the prophet was directed to go to Zidon, 

Elijah had before given ftriking proofs that he had 
a ſtedfaſt faith in the power of Gov ; and it muſt have 
influenced his conduct, when, in conſequence of the Di- 
vine command, accompanied by a promiſe that he ſhould 
be ſuſtained there, he ſet off for Zarephath, a city in that 
very country which had given birth to the cruel queen 
from whoſe preſence he was before commanded to flee, 
that he might truſtrate her reſentment, which burnt 
againſt him on account of his prediction ; who, in con- 
ſequence of its completion, had ſought for him in every 
place where there was the leaſt probability of finding 
him ; and who would certainly have exerted her influence 
with her countrymen, either to execute her vengeance 
on one whom ſhe regarded as her declared enemy, or to 
deliver him into her own hands. 

Ikhis faith in the Divine promiſes muſt alſo have ope- 
rated ſtrongly in Elijah's mind, when knowing, by a 
Divine impulſe, that the poor woman he ſaw picking 
up ſticks was his intended benefactreſs, he applied to 
her for relief; for there could be nothing in her appear- 


-# Luke iv. 25, 26. + Reb. xi. 35. 
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ance, at that time, to encourage him to expect ſuſtenance 
from her hands; on the contrary, he might rather have 
ſappoſed; that ſhe would have required a recompence 
from him | 

As the Armigaty, to whom all hearts are open, 
knows the good and bad qualities of each, and always 
_ chooſes fit inſtruments to effect His purpoſes, and ſo 

orders events, that moral virtues ſhall conduce to their 
own reward,.as well as vice to its own puniſhment, we 
may reaſonably infer, that this poor widow was of a very 
charitable diſpoſition, and had in her better days de- 
lighted in acts of beneficence, Her readineſs to'fetch 
water for the prophet, before he had given any intima- 
tion of the Loxp's intended kindneſs to her, proves that 
ſhe was of this amiable temper; for it was certainly a 
great inſtance of charity to attend to the neceſſities of 
another, when her own were ſo preſſing ; when her mind 
was torn with a thouſand anxieties for her only child. 
Thus far, the widow of Zarephath acted according to the 
rule of right reaſon and genuine hamanity, and muſt be 
allowed to have ſet a pattern. worthy of the imitation 
even of Chriſtians. | 

After having, with charitable readineſs, agreed to do 
for the ſtranger what was in her power, © fetch him a 
little water to a//ay his thirſt,” the widow of Zarephath 
modeſtly excuſed herſelf from giving him any farther 
relief, but in a manner which implied a tender com- 
miſeration of his diſtreſs, and a wiſh that her ability to 
ſerve him was greater. This is the very diſpoſition of 
mind which Gop approves. This is the charity of the 
extreme indigent. She was a true object of Divine 
compaſſion, and the prophet was commiſſioned to re- 
heve her from deſpondency by a Divine promiſe of mi- 


raculous interpoſition, to deliver her and her child from 
| impending 
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impending death. Fear not (ſaid the holy man), the 
evil you dread will be averted. Thou mayeſt ſafely 
indulge thy darling propenſity to benevolence.” Con- 
vinced, by the concluſion of his ſpeech, that the ſtranger 
was a meſſenger of the Loxp (which ſhe might before 
have guefſed from his appearance), the good woman 
obeyed, without hefitation, in full confidence on the 
Divine promiſe. This was an a& of faith, of a rational 
faith founded on the previous perſuaſion of the exiſtence 
and the power of the Lokrp GOD K. h 

The intercourſe which the Sidonians had long 
had with the Ifraclites, had brought to her know- 
ledge the name of the LoD Jeuovarn; and it is no im- 
probable conjecture, that finding the incapacity of the 
idols of her own country to relieve their votaries, her 
heart turned from them to the /iving Gop, whom ſhe 
might in ſecret have implored to be her GOD. Whether 
this conjecture be right or not, certain it is, that before 
the Divine meſſage was delivered to her, ſhe believed 
His exiſtence; for ſhe ſaid to the prophet, (As the 
Loxp thy Gop liveth,” &c, : and it is evident, that ſhe 
believed Him to be a rewarder of them that ſerve and 
obey Him; for, without any information on this head from 
Elijah, ſhe no ſooner heard the Divine promiſe, than ſhe 
placed her whole truſt in the Lorp, and haſted to do 
honour to His prophet. 

From one expreſſion in the paſſage of Scripture we 
are conſidering, it may be ſuppoſed, that the Loxp had, 
by the /coret energy of His Srikir, implanted faith as a 
fupernatural principle. Get thee (ſaid the Lonp to 
Elijah) to Zarephath, for I have commanded a widow 
woman there to ſuſtain thee.” This certainly means no 


* Heb, xi. 6, 
| more, 
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more, than that the Lonxp had ordained that ſhe ſhould 
give him relief; for it does not appear, from the hiſtory, 
that the woman was prepared by a Divine revelation to 
expect the prophet, as he was to expect her. The 
widow's faith therefore was not an mftantanecous irrefiftible 
Divine impulſe, but (as before obſerved) a rational faith, 
and ſhe teſtified this faith by works of obedience, and it 
was rewarded accordingly. 

But it may be aſked © where was this faith when her 
ſon died, and ſhe challenged the prophet as the author 
of her misfortune?” There is nothing in the hiſtory 
which implies that it had forſaken her, or that the meant 
to reproach Elijah ; on the contrary, we may infer, from 
her behaviour, that ſhe believed the Lord to ahn mighty to 
deftroy, as well as to /ave. 

For ſome time this woman had, ES Divine — 1 
nels, lived in eaſe and abundance, happy in poſſeſſing 
the favour of Gop, and miniſtering to His prophet, It 
is likely that this proſperity might have occaſioned her 
to be remiſs in the practice of ſome duty, and when her 
darling ſon, who before was preſerved to her by a 
miracle, was taken away by a ſudden firoke of Pro- 
vidence, her conſcience immediately ſuggeſted, that this 
calamity was a judgment inflicted for her fin; and ſhe 
regarded the prophet, who before had been the miniſter 
of good to her, as the miniſter of Divine vengeance. Art 
thou come unto me (laid the) to call my fin to remembrance, 
and to. ſlay my fon? Her reſigning the dead child to Eli- 
jah ſhewed, that ſhe had hopes that be might yet be 
reſtored to her; and, from an expreſſion in the Epiſtle to 
the Hebrews (before alluded to *), we may judge that 
her child was reſtored to her on account of her faith in 


* 'Hcb, xi. 35. 
8 the 
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the power of Gov. And it is certain that Elijah him- 


ſelf exerciſed great faith on this occafion. It does not 
appeai that he had received any intimation that the child 
would be reſtored to life, but he was confident the Lory 


: could raiſe him, and in this confidence he prayed that He 


would do ſo. This was a rational faith in him who had 
already ſeen ſuch wonderful miracles wrought by Di- 
vine power. 

It has been repeatedly obſerved, that the nation of the 
Jews was not ſelected from the reſt of the world, to con- 
fine the knowledge of the Loxp to themſelves only, or 
to exclude others from ſerving Him ; but that, by the 
fame of the mighty works wrought among them, diſtant 
nations might be invited to ſeek the Lonp; and by the 
eſtabliſhment of a pure and holy worſhip, all who were 
inclined might learn how to ſerve Him. 

The king of Iſrael, in conſequence of his marriage 
with the widow of a Zidonian monarch, had introduced 


the worſhip of Baal (the principal idol of the Zidonians) 


into Samaria, ſo that Baal may be regarded as the rival 
of the Loxp Gop; and it was on account of the king 
and people forſaking the Loxp, and worſhipping Baal, 
that the drought and conſequent famine, which Elijah 
predicted, were ſent upon the Iſraelites : it extended 
alſo, as we find, to the land of Zidon. - Elijah was the 
perſon appointed to aſſert the honour of the Lorp ; and 
it was a very remarkable inſtance of Providence, that he 
ſhould be ſent to Zidon, and that a woman of that coun- 
try ſhould have the honour of ſuſtaining him. This 


circumſtance helps to confirm the Apoſtle's declaration *, 


that in every nation, thoſe who fear GoD, and work righs+ 
tcouſueſs, are accepted by Him. 


- 


| Acts x. 34, 35» | 
This 
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This tranſaction proves that Gop actually is, as the 
Scriptures repreſent Him to be, a FarRHER 70 the father- 
Iii, and a HUSBAND to the widow; and the relation of 
it muſt afford comfort to all perſons in extreme neceſſity, 
ſince it proves, that no condition is ſo hopeleſs, but the 
Providence of Gop can afford relief. 


It is ſcarcely poſſible for any perſon to be in more in- 


digent circumſtances than the poor widow of Zarephath. 


In lofing her hutband ſhe ſeems to have been depnved 


of every earthly friend, and knew not where even to 
procure a little fuel to dreſs the laſt morſel of nouriſh- 


ment ſhe had a proſpect of obtaining for the ſuſtenance 


of herſelf and child, She lived in a country where the 
inhabitants were ſo devoted to vice and ſenſuality as to 
be inſenſible, even in plentiful times, to the diſtreſſes of 
a fellow- creature; for we find the heathen deſcribed 
by David, as oppref/ing the fatherleſs and widow; and 
we may ſuppoſe them, during the famine, OG in- 
tent on their own preſervation. 

This woman's trial was great, and great was alſo her 
reward; for the Lord graciouſly made her a partaker 
of the miraculous ſupport which he vonchſafed to his 
choſen ſervant ; and not only relieved the neceflities of 


her and her child, but gave her an opportunity of exer- 


ciſing the benevolence of her mind, in doing good of- 
fices for a worthy friend. There is no doubt but Eli- 
Jah alſo received great comfort from the converſation of 
this good woman, and rewarded her kindneſs by teaching 
her how to praiſe and adore their Drvixs BeneracToR. 

It is true, we have no PrRoynerts in theſe days, neither 
does the ALMIGHTy relieve our diſtreſſes by /upernatural 
means; but, to a conſidering mind, the anmeal mereaſe 
of corn, from a ſmall quantity of grain, is full as wonder- 
ful as the multiplying of the widow's meal and oil; and 
we 
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ve may aully hear of perſons being relieved from dif- 
treſs by the moſt unexpected means. To a common 
eye, theſe things appear accidental; but by the hiſtory 
of Elijah, and the widow of Zarephath, we are taught 
to aſcribe them to the goodneſs of Gor; fince what He 
has done for ons, we may conclude he will do for aur 
Vis creatures, in ſore way or other, if they do not for- 
feit His mercy by miſtruſt and impiety. _ 
Ibis incident was alſo particularly calculated to en- 
courage all thoſe who ſhould afterwards be employed, 
as Elijah was, in the immediate ſervice of the Lox, to 
expect miraculous ſupplies in caſes of extreme neceſſity, 
and to admoniſh all others to treat the Loxp's prophets 
with reſpect. . | 


SECTION LY. 


THE HISTORY: OF AHAB KING: OF ISRAEL CONTINUED— 
BAAL'S PROPHETS SLAIN. 


From ] Kings, Chap. xviu. 


... AnDit-came to paſs after many days, that the word 
of the Loxp came to Elijah in the third year, ſaying, 
Go ſhew thyſelf to Ahab; and I will ſend rain upon 


the earth. _ | 
And Elijah went to ſhew himſelf to Ahab: and there 


was a ſore famine in Samaria. 

And Ahab called Obadiah which was the governor of 
his houſe: (now Obadiah feared the Loxp greatly.) 
And Ahab ſaid unto Obadiah, Go into the land, unto 
all fountains of water, and unto all brooks : peradyen- 
ture we may find graſs to ſave the horſes and mules alive, 
nat we loſe not all the beaſts. 


** they divided the land between them to paſs 
| throughout 


| K 
| dg bot it: Ahab went one way by bimſell, and 
Obadiah went another way by himſelf. 

And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, Elijah met 
him: and he knew him, and fell on his face, and ſaid, 
Art thou that my lord Elijah? And he anſwered him, 
I am : go tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here. 

And he ſaid, What have I finned, that thou wouldeſt 
deliver thy ſervant into the hand of Ahab, to flay me ? 
As the Loxp thy Gop liveth, there is no nation or king- 
dom, whither my lord hath not ſent to ſeek thee : and 
when they ſaid, He is not there: he took an oath of 
the kingdom and nation that they found thee not. 

And now thou ſayeſt, Go tell thy lord, Behold, Eljah 
is here, 

And it ſhall come to paſs, as ſoon as I am gone from 
thee, that the Spirit of the Lon ſhall carry thee whither 
I know not; and ſo when 1 come and tell Ahab, and 
he cannot find thee, he thall flay me: but 1 thy ſervant 
fear the Lok o from my youth. 

Was it not told my lord, what I did when Jezebel 
ſlew the prophets of the Loxp? how I hid an hundred 
men of the Lord's prophets by fifty in a cave, and fed 
them with bread and water? 

And now thou ſayeſt, Go tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah 
is here: and he ſhall ſlay me. 

And Elijah ſaid, As the Loap of Hoſts liveth, before 
whom I ſtand, I will ſurely ſhew myſelf unto him to-day. 

So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him: and 
Ahab went to meet Elijah, | 

And it came to paſs when Ahab ſaw Elijah, that Ahab 
ſaid unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Iſrael? 

And he anſwered, I have not troubled Iſrael, but thou 
and thy father's houſe, in that ye have forſaken the 
| | command 
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| commandments of the Lox, and thou haſt e 
Baalam. 

No therefore ſend, and gather to me all Iſrael unto 
mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred 
and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, 
which eat at Jezebel's table. 

So Ahab ſent unto all the children of Iſrael, and ga- 
thered the prophets together unto mount Carmel. 

And Elijah came unto all the people, and ſaid, How 
long halt ye between two opinions? if the Lon be Gop, 
follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the peo- 
ple anſwered him not a word. 

Then ſaid Elijah unto the people, I, even I 7 re- 
main a prophet of the Lonp; but Baal's prophets are 
four hundred and fifty men. | 

Let them therefore give us two bullocks, and let * 
chooſe one bullock for themſelves, and cut it in pieces, 
and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: 

And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call 

on the name of the Loxp: and the god that anſwereth 
buy fire, let him be Gop. And all the people anſwered, 
and ſaid, It is well ſpoken. 

And Elijah ſaid unto the prophets of Baal, Chooſe you 

one bullock for yourſelves, and dreſs it firſt; for ye are 
many: and call on the name of your gods, but put no 
fire under. 

And they took the bullock which was given them, and 
they dreſſed it, and called on the name of Baal from 
morning even until noon, ſaying, O Baal, hear us. But 
there was no voice, nor any that anſwered. And they 
leaped upon the altar which was made. 

And it came to paſs at noon, that Elijah mocked then, 
and ſaid, Cry aloud; for he is a god, either he is talking, 
.or he is ing, or he is on a journey, or peradventure 


he ſleepeth, and muſt be awaked. 
5 And 


— 
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And they cried aloud, ad cut themſelves after their 
manner with knives, and lancets, till the blood guſhed 
out upon them. | 

And it came to paſs, when mid-day was paſt, and they 
propheſied until the time of the offering of the evening 
ſacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to anſwer, 
nor any that regarded. 

And Elijah ſaid unto all the people, Come near unto 
me. And all the people came near unto him: and he 
repaired the altar of the Loxp that was broken down. 

And Elijah took twelve ftones, according to the num- 
ber of the tribes of the ſons of Jacob, unto whom the 
word of the Loxp came, ſaying, Iſrael ſhall be thy name. 

And with the ſtones he built an altar in the name of 
the Lon o: and he made a trench about the altar, as great 
as would contain two meaſures of ſeed. | 

And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in | 
pieces, and laid him on the wood, and ſaid, Fill four bar. 
rels with water, and pour it on the burat- ſacrifice, and 
on the wood. | 

And he ſaid, Do it the ſecond time: and they did it 
the ſecond time. And he ſaid, Do it the third time: and 
they did it the third time. 

And the water ran down about the . and he filled 
the trench alſo with water. b 

And it came to paſs at the time of the offering of the 
evening-ſacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near and 
ſaid, Lok D Gop of Abraham; Iſaac, and of Iſrael, let it 
be known this day, that thou art Gop in Iſrael, and that 
I am thy ſeryant, and that I have done all theſe things at 
thy word. 

Hear me, O Lonp, hear me, that this people may 
know that thou art-the Loxp Gop, and that thou haſt 
turned their heart back again. 


Then 
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Then the fire of the Lonp fell, and conſumed the 
burnt ſacriſice, and the wood, and the ſtones, and the 
duſt, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 

And when all the people ſaw it, they fell on their 
faces: and they ſaid, The Lorp, He is the Gong the 
Lonp, He is the Goo, 

And Elijah ſaid unto them, Take the prophets of Baal, 
let not one of them eſcape ; and they took them, and 
Elijah brought them down to the brook Nahen and 
flew them there. | EPA 1 


% ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


The famine muſt have been very grievous in-the band 
of Iſrael, to make it neceſſary; for the king to go himſelf 
in ſearch of forage for the cattle. 

Obadiah ſeems to have been a very religious man, and 


| | had performed an action which teſtified his zeal for the 


Lox, as well as the humanity of his diſpoſition. _ 

The prophets whom Jezebel deſtroyed, are ſuppoſed 
to have been perſons who privately inſtructed thoſe that 
were not worſhippers of Baal in their duty to Gop, and 
encouraged them to the performance of it. They had 
not the ſpirit of prophecy like Elijah, nor did they offer 
ſacrifices, or burn incenſe, but were moſt likely diſciples 
(uſually ſtyled ors) of the prophets belonging to the 
ſchools, which Samuel is thought to have firſt inſtituted, 


and which, it is imagined, Jezebel intended to deſtroy. 


It may ſeem ſtrange, that ſo pious a man as Obadiah 
was, ſhould. be preferred to an high office by Ahab; but 
it is probable, that he was diſtinguiſhed for his integrity 
and abilities, which made it the king's intereft to employ 
him. We may ſuppoſe that Ahab had not compelled 


e to Baal; Obadiah e was 


211 


1 
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he miglit hope to be an inſtrument of good, in the hand 
of Providence, to the faithful ſervants of Gap, of whom 
there were ſtill many remaining in the land of iſrael: In- 
deed, we may venture to conclude, that the Divine Dis- 
rosER of all events overruled Ahab, in raiſing the good 
Obadiah to this exalted ſtation, for the very purpoſe of 
counteracting Jezebel's wicked ſcheme of extirpating all 

the prophets. It is true ſhe put numbers to death; but 
there is no doubt of God's having recompenſed them for 
the loſs of life in a better world: thoſe who were left be- 
hind in ſuch unſettled times were the moſt to be pitied; 
bat their preſervation was neceſſary for the propagation 
of religion; and they had reaſon to hope that, after a fei 
more tranſient years, they ſhould join their brethren. in a 
' happier ſtate: for Solomon, and other u writers, 
had taught them this belief *. 

It was in vain for Ahab to purſue Elijah; the ſame 
Divine power, which was ſo miraculonfly exerted in ſuſ- 
taining him, prevented Ahab from diſcovering the place 
of his retreat. He was, without doubt, greatly ſurpriſed 
when he was told that Elijah, whom he had ſo lately 
ſought, was coming to meet him. Though Ahab muſt 
have been an eye-witneſs of many unhappy conſequences” 
of the famine, they had made no proper impreſſions on 
his mind. 

The prieſts of Baal "RENE? to a very conſiderable 
number: Ahab afſembled them at Elijah's defire, in hopes, 
perhaps, that he ſhould prevail on the prophet to bring 
rain on the earth. Elijah reproved the people for mix- 
ing the worſhip of Got and the worſhip of Baal together. 
More than one GOD there could not poſſibly be; for this 
name 15 /acred, or ſet apart for the SUrxEME Brine, and 
when applied to any other is profaned; the queſtion ade 


#* Wiſdom of Solomon, iii, 


* 


— SY \ = 
8 — — — — Ser — —_ 
== — — — — — — =" — - — a = 
— I —— —— —— = — _— — — — —— — 5 = 2 3 = 
= = = — —— — — — —— - — — — — — 
—  — — _ — — — — 3 — - - 
_ — —  - — - — : == - * 3 ——— 
— — — —— — ==> — — 
: = — = * 
* 
- 
- 


— . 
— — 


— — 
— —— 
— — 


| 
1 j 
[ Iv 
y | 
1 
1 8 
Ly | - 
iy 
' : 
* 
1 
1 
44 : 
11 


— nn ney 


: (264. ) | 

fore was, which was the CrxzaTor and Universa: 
Loxp? If JEHOVAH, why did they put any one in 
competition with Him, ſince He alone could be worthy 
of their adoration? If that ſenſeleſs idol Baal was th: 


| Gop, why did they derogate from his honour by dividing | 


their ſervices ? | 

The Iſraelites, one would rede could not be igno- 
rant of the majefly and omnipotence of the Loxp JEHO- 
VAH, which had been ſo frequently diſplayed to their 
forefathers, and even in their own days wonderful things 
had been wrought by His ALmicurty Power: by for- 


_ faking his worſhip: they provoked the Lox to deftroy 


them; but, in remembrance of his covenant with Abraham, 
Ifaac, and Jacob, Gop yet had compaſſion on their de- 
ſcendants, and on this occaſion condeſcended to prove, 
in the manner related, that a vain idol was not worthy 
to be compared with Him. | 

- The prieſts of. Baal could not decline ſuch a propoſal 
as Elijah made to them, without diſgracing themſelves 
in the eyes of the king and people; and as they were nu. 
merous, and feared not the LORD, they thought to have 
had the advantage of Elijah, who had no one to Join 


with him. 


As the prophet _y not 4 the Iſraelites to the 
Temple at Jeruſalem, he repaired the Altar of the Lozxy 
at Carmel: this Altar is ſuppoſed to have been one of 
thoſe built in the time of the judges, when there were no 
houſes for public worſhip; It is needleſs to give any far- 
ther explanation of this miracle, as ſo much has been aid 
of former ones. We may ſuppoſe, that Ahab and all the 
worſhippers of Baal were ſtruck with conſternation; 
therefore it was eaſy for the reſt of the people to ſeize 
the idolatrous prieſts, and Elijah was fully juſtified in 


cauſing them to be put to death, Eſpecially as ſo many of 
; Gops 
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Gov's ſervants, the prophets, had been ſlain by the com- 
mand of Jezebel : befides, there was an expreſs law *, 
that all thoſe who attempted to draw the people away 
from the worſhip of the true and only Gop ſhould be 
put to death. It is imagined, that the prophets of the 
groves (ſuppoſed to have been Sidonians) did not attend. 

The words of Elijah to the people of Iſrael, How long 
halt ye between two opinions? If the Lon D be GOD, fol- 
kw Him; and if Baal, follow him, deſerve to be ſeriouſly 
conſidered by us. As the Lorxp could not endure that 
the Iſraelites ſhould divide their worſhip between Him 
and idols; neither will he endure that Chriſtians ſhould 
divide their love between Him and the world, ſo as to 
ſaffer the world to draw them away from his worſhip, 
and occaſion them to profane his ſabbaths. Nor will the 
Lord approve of thoſe worſhippers who ſet up their own 
Reaſon as an idol, refuſing to receive the truths of Divine 
Revelation, if they are above the comprehenſion of the 
human faculties f. 

Let us then give to the Loxp the honour due unto 
His name, not ſuffering any thing to draw our affections 
from Him, who is the author of all the good things that 
we enjoy; but let us ſerve Him ſincerely, uniformly, and 
entirely, believing all He has revealed, and doing all that 
He has commanded, 

„Deut. xiii. I—1T. 

+ Sce a diſcourſe upon this text in the ſecond volume of Sermons, pub- 
liſhed by the preſent Biſhop of London, admirably ſuited to theſe times, 
in which many who call themſelves Chriſtians are partially ſo, both in 
reſpect to Faith and Obedience. 
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SECTION. LVI. 


TONTINUATION OF THE HISTORIES OF AHAB KING or 
ISRAEL, AND ELIJAH THE PROPHET, | 


From 1 Kings, Chap. xviii, xix. 


Axp Elijah ſaid unto Ahab, Get thee up, cat and 
drink: for there is a ſound of abundance of rain. 
So Ahab went up to eat and to drink, And Elijah 


went up to the top of Carmel; and he caſt himſelf down 


upon the earth, and put his face between his knees, and 
ſaid to his ſervant, Go up now, look toward the ſea. And 
he. went up, and looked, and faid, There is nothing. 
And he ſaid, Go again ſeven times. 

And it came to paſs at the ſeventh ti that he ſaid, 
Behold, there ariſeth a little cloud out of the ſea like a 
man's hand. And he ſaid, Go up, ſay unto Ahab, Pre- 
pare thy chariot, and get thee down, that the rain ſtop 
thee not. 

And it came 6 N in the mean while, that the hea- 
ven was black with clouds and wind, and there was a 
great rain. And Ahab rode and went to Jezreel. 

And the hand of the Lon p was on Elijah: and he 
girded up his loins, and ran before A nh exarng 


of Jezreel. 


And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and 


withal how he had flain all the prophets with the ſword, 
Then Jezebel ſent a meſſenger unto Elijah, ſaying, 80 
let the gods do to me, and more-alfo, if I make not thy 
life as the life of one of them, EEE this 
time. 
And when he faw that, he aroſe, and went for his life, 
and-came to Beer-ſheba, which belongeth to Judah, and 


Jeft his ſervant there, 
RAG But 


But 
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But he himſelf went a day's journey into the wilder- 
neſs, and came and ſat down under a juniper-tree : and 
he requeſted for himſelf that he might die, and ſaid, It 
is enough, now, O Loxp, take away my life: for I am 
not better than my fathers. _ 

And as he lay and flept under a juniper-tree, behold 
then, an angel touched him, and faid unto him, Arife and 
eat. 

And he looked, and behold, there was a cake baken on 
the coals, and a cruſe of water at his head: and he did 
eat and drink, and Jaid him down again. 

And the angel of the Loxp came again the ſecond 
time, and touched him, and ſaid, Arife, and eat, becauſs 
the journey is too great for thee. 

And he aroſe, and did eat, and drink, and went in the 
ſtrength of that meat forty days and forty nights, unto 
Horeb the mount of Gop, : 

And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; 
and behold, the Wonp of the Loxp came to him, and 
he ſaid unto him, What doeſt thou here, Elijah ? 

And Elijah ſaid, I have been very jealous for the Loxp 
Gon of hoſts : for the children of Iſrael have forſaken 
thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and flain thy 
prophets with the ſword; and I, even I only,” am left; 


and they ſeek my life to take it away. 


And he ſaid, Go forth, and ſtand upon the mount 
before the Lox, And behold, the Lonp paſſed by, and 
a great and ftrong wind rent the mountains; and brake 
in pieces the rocks before the Loxyd; but the Lord was 
not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but 
the Lonp was not in the earthquake: and after the earth - 
quake a fire; but the Loxp was not in the fire: and after 
the fire, a ſtill ſmall voice. 

And it was ſo, when Elijah beard it, that he wrapped 
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his face in his mantle, and went out, and ſtood in the 
entering in of the cave © and behold, there came a voice 
unto him, and ſaid, What doeſt thou here, Elijah? 

And he ſaid, I have been very jealous for the Lozxp 
Gop of hoſts: becauſe the children of Iſrael have for- 
ſaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and ſlain 
thy prophets with the ſword ; and I, even I only am left; 
and they ſeek my life, to take it away. 

And the Lord ſaid unto him, Go, return on thy way 
to the wilderneſs of Damaſcus : and when thou comeſt, 
anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. 

And Jehu the ſon of Nimſhi ſhalt thou anoint to be 
king over Iſrael : and Eliſha the ſon of Shaphat of Abel- 
meholah ſhalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room, 

And it ſhall come to paſs, that him that eſcapeth the 
_ {word of Hazael ſhall Jehu ſlay : and him that eſcapeth 

from the ſword of Jehu, thall Eliſha ſlay. 

Vet have I left me ſeven thouſand in Iſrael, all the 
wa which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth 
which hath not kiſſed him. 4 

So he departed thence and found Eliſha the ſon of 
Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen 

before him, and he with the twelfth : and Elijah paſſed 
by him, and caſt his mantle upon him. 

And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and ſaid, 
Let me, I pray thee, kiſs my father and my mother, and 
then I will follow thee. And he ſaid unto him, Go back 
again; for what have I done to thee ? 

And he returned back from him, and took a ok of 
oxen, and flew them, and boiled their fleſh with the in- 
ſtruments of the oxen, and gave unto the people, and 
they did eat: then he aroſe, and went after * and 

miniſtered unto him. 
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ANNOTATIONS Axp REFLECTIONS. 


It had been revealed to Elijah, and he had declared to 
Ahab, that there ſhould be neither dew nor rain for years, 
but according to his word; by which was meant, that the 
defired blefling ſhould follow the prophet's prayer, in 
order to gain him eſteem, and to magnify his office, which 
at that time was greatly\depreciated in the land of Iſrael. 
The prophet of the LoD could not, without diſhonour- 
ing the Divine BEING, intercede for a nation of ido- 
lators; but as ſoon as Baal was diſgraced, and the maje/ty 
of the Logd JEHOVAH vindicated, Elijah knew that 
his prayers would be accepted, and therefore immediately 
addreſſed himſelf to the AuLmignury Gop with the utmoſt 
earneſtneſs of interceſſion, as we may judge by the hum- 
ble poſture he made uſe of, and his eagerneſs to know 
whether the Lokv regarded his petitions. As ſoon as Elijah 
found that the bleſſing he prayed for was at hand, he not 
only diſpatched his ſervant with a meſſage to Ahab, but, 
to ſhew that he was far from being his enemy, and only 
deſired that he would become a worſhipper of the true 
Gon, the prophet girded up his veſt, as was the cuſtom 
when any one wanted 'to make expedition, and ran 
before the king like an humble attendant. 

It ſeems inconfiſtent that Elijah, who had hitherto 
been ſuſtained and protected by the miraculous power of 


| Gob, and whoſe behaviour to Ahab was full of intrepi- 


dity, ſhould be intimidated by the theatenings of the im 
pious Jezebel, The extraordinary courage which he had 

before diſplayed was certainly inſpired by the Lomp; 
Elijah, when he was not under the influence of the Horx 
SPIRIT, vas a mam of like paſſions with ourſelves *; and 
perhaps he might have grown vain and arrogant, on ac- 
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count of the miracles wrought for him, had not the Lokp, 
to make him ſenſible of his natural weakneſs, withdrawn 
that courage with which he had hitherto fortified the 
mind of this prophet, - 

Elijah certainly was very impatient, but his trial was 
a great one; for after the late memorable event he had 
reaſon to expect, that Ahab and the people would have 
returned to the worſhip of the Lord, and honoured him 
as the prophet-of the Lox p: when he found the contrary he 
grew tired of his office, deſpaired of ever being ſerviceable 
to them, and ſeeing no chance of ſettling any where in 
peace and comfort, he wiſhed to lay down his weary 
head in the grave; but the Lorxp had compaſſion on his 
infirmities, and again reſtored his mind to tranquillity 
and confidence, by graciouſly ſending an angel with food 
for his refreſhment. 

It is wonderful to obſerve, by what various means Gon 
ſuſtained thoſe ſacred perſons, who were ſet apart for the 
important purpoſe of calling others to righteouſneſs ; but 
| we are not to infer from this circumſtance, that Gop was 
partial to them; for, in order to convince the world that 
He was not ſo, they were expoſed to. a variety of dil- 

treſſes; only Gop wrought their deliverance oper/y, and 
by miraculous means, (to diſtinguiſh them as his ſervants, 
and to encourage their faith) inſtead of relieving them 
by the ordinary methods of Providence. 
It appears 9/toni/hing, that Elijah ſhould: be ſupported 
for forty days by only two meals .of bread and water; 
but it is not at all zxcredible, fince we are told they were 
ſent by the great CA TOR. We can no otherwiſe ac- 
count for our own bodies being nouriſhed in the zu! 
way, than by imputing it to the power of Gon, who 
can as eaſily make oe effieneious for a langer, as a 
ſhorter time. 

The 
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The mountain of Horeb, to which we may fappoſe 
the angel directed Elijah to go, was not above one 
hundred and fifty miles from Beertheba, ſo that if the 
prophet had travelled itraight on, he might eaſily have 
reached it in a ſhort time; but finding that he was ſuſ- 
tained without food, as Moſes had formerly been, he 
might think it his duty to remain there, till he re- 
ceived command from Gop to go to ſome other place. 

. Moſes had a glorious vifion of the Lok on this 
mountain ; but on the preſent occafion Gop was pleaſed 
to reveal himſelf by a /mall ſtill voice. 

I think we may underſtand, that Elijah's zeal had- 
lately tranſported him beyond proper bounds, and that 
he had wiſhed for ſome ſudden deſtruction on the land 
of Iſrael, To reprove him for this, perhaps, the Lox 
now taught him by external ſigns, that though He had 
all nature at his command, and could root out idolators 
at once, by a wind, an earthquake, or a fire, He was 
mercifully inclined to uſe lenity towards them; and as 
there were yet many who had not bowed the knee to 
Baal, He would for their ſakes preſerve the land; but 
that all who perſiſted in idolatry ſhould be cut off at 
His appointed time by Hazael, Jehu, and Eliſha. 

Eliſha, who was choſen to ſucceed Elijah, appears to 
have been a man of confiderable property, (or he would 
not have been maſter of twelve yoke of oxen ;) not- 
withſtanding this, he willingly left the management of 
his farm, and from that day devoted himſelf entirely to 
the ſervice of Gop, and perional attendance upon the 
LorD's prophet. 

Elijah did not proceed to Dainaſcus to anoint Hazael ; 
but we have no reaſon to ſuppoſe that this prophet, who 
was ſo zealous for the honour of the Loxp, would di- 
Fully negledt to obey the Divine command, It may then 
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be 3 that not being limited to any particular 


time for anointing Hazael and Jehu, he deterred it, in 
hopes that Ahab and his idolatrous people would repent; 
and was allowed to transfer the act to his 8 in 
caſe they did not do ſo, | 


SECTION LVIL 
CONTINYATION OF THE HISTORY OF AHAB KING OP 
| ISRAEL, | 


From 1 Kings, Chap. xx. 


Axp Ben-hadad the king of Syria gathered all his 
hoſt together, and there were thirty and two kings with 
him, and horſes and chariots: and he went up and be- 
fieged Samaria, and warred againſt it. 

And he ſent meſſengers to Ahab king of Iſrael into 
the city, and ſaid unto him, Thus ſaith Ben-hadad, Thy 
filver and thy gold is mine, thy wives alſo and thy chil- 
dren, even the goodlieſt are mine. 

And the king of Iſrael anſwered and ſaid, My lord, 
O king, according to thy ſaying, I am thine, and all 
that I have. 

And the meſſengers came again, and ſaid, Thus ſpeak- 
eth Ben-hadad, ſaying, Although I have ſent unto thee, 
ſaying, Thou ſhalt deliver me thy filver and thy gold, 
and thy wives and thy children: yet I will ſend my ſer- 
vants unto» thee to-morrow about this time, and they 
ſhall ſearch thine houſe, and the houſes of thy ſervants; 
and it ſhall be that whatſoever is pleaſant in thine eyes, 
they ſhall put it in their hand, and take it away. 
Then the king of Iſrael called all the elders of the 
land, and ſaid, Mark, I pray you, and fee how this man 
ſeeketh miſchief: for he ſent unto me for my waves, 
Fas . and 
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and for my children, and for my ſilver, and for my gold, 


and I denied him not. 

And all the elders, and all the people ſaid Undo him, 
Hearken not unto him, nor conſent. 

Wherefore he ſaid unto the meſſengers of Ben-hadad, 
Tell my lord the king, All that thou didft ſend for to 
thy ſervant at the firſt, I will do: but this thing I may 
not do. And the meſſengers departed, and EINE him 
word again. 

And Ben-hadad ſent unto him, and ſaid, The gods do 
ſo unto me, and more alſo, if the duſt of Samaria ſhall 
ſuffice for handſuls for all the people that follow me. 

And the king of Iſracl anſwered and ſaid, Tell him, 
Let not him that girdeth on his harneſs, boaſt himſelf 
as he that putteth it off. 

And it came to paſs when Ben-hadad heard this meſ- 
ſage (as he was drinking, he and the kings in the pa- 
vilions) that he ſaid unto his ſervants, Set yourſelves in 
array : and they ſet themſelves in array againſt the city. 

And behold there came a prophet unto Ahab king of 
Iſrael, ſaying, Thus ſaith the Loxp, Haſt thou ſeen all 
this great multitude ? behold, I will deliver it into thine 
hand this day, and thou ſhalt know that I am the Loxp. 

And Ahab ſaid, By whom? And he ſaid, Thus faith 
the Lorp, Even by the young men of the princes of the 
provinces, Then he ſaid, Who ſhall order the battle? 
And he anſwered, Thou. 

Then he numbered the young men of the princes of 


the provinces, and they were two hundred and thirty- 


two: and after them he numbered all the people, even 
all the children of Iſrael, being ſeven thouſand, 

And they went out at noon: but Ben-hadad was 
drinking himſelf drunk in the pavilions, he and the 
kings, the thirty and two kings that belped him, 
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And the young men of the princes of the provinces 
went out firſt, and Ben-hadad ſent out, and they told 
him, ſaying, There are men eome out of Samaria. 
And he ſaid, Whether they be come out for peace, 
take them alive: or whether they be come out for war, 


take them alive. 


$0 theſe young men of the princes of the provinces 
came out of the city, and the army which fallowed 
them. 

And they flew every one his man: and the Syrians 
fled, and Iſrael purſued them: and Ben-hadad the king 
of Syria eſcaped on an horſe, with the horſemen. 

And the king of Iſrael went out, and ſmote the horſes 
and. chariots, and flew the Syrians with a great ſlaughter. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


Ben-hadad, the Syrian king who invaded Samaria, was 
the ſon of that monarch who was formerly hired by Aſa 
king of Judah to make war upon Baaſha king of Ifrae], 
from whom he took Ijon, Dan, Abel Maachah, Naphtali, 
and Chemoſh. What was Ben-hadad's pretence for this 

invaſion we are not informed : Ahab was in no condition 
to oppoſe him, for he could not put confidence in Baal, 
whoſe impotence had been ſo lately expoſed ; neither 
did he ſeek by repentance to regain the favour of 
the Lonp: his ſubje&s were not very numerous, and 
he had no allies. Though the Syrians were totally 
ſubdued, and made tributary by David, Gor had, on 
account of Iſrael's apoſtaſy, rendered them formidable 
again. 

We have read, that there were in Iſrael ſeven thou- 
ſand who had not bowed the knee to Baal; for their 
ſakes in particular, agreeable to the covenant with 
Jacob, Gon circumvented the defigns of Ben-hadad, and 
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ted the ruin of Ifrael. We are not told the name 
of the prophet who came to Ahab on this occaſion, Eli- 
jah was not employed in this inſtance : it might be the 
LoxÞ's pleaſure to ſhew, that notwithſtanding Jezebel's 
impious attempts to deſtroy all the prophets, there were 
ſtill others remaining beſides him, and likewiſe that it 
was the Loxp himſelf, and not Elijah, who wrought the 
former miracles, which Ahab attributed to the art and 
malice of this prophet. 

I think it appears likely, that Ahab, for ſome time 
after the ſlaughter of the heathen prieſts, forbore to ſa- 
critice to Baal, and repoſed confidence in the aid of 
the Loxp Jeaovan. 


SECTION LVIII. bs 


HISTORY OF AHAB CONTINUED—HIS INJUSTICE TO 
NA BOTH. | 


— 


From 1 Kings, Chap. xx. : 


ArTzx the victory related in the laſt Section, the ſame 
prophet went to the king of Iſrael, and counſelled him 
to ſtrengthen himſelf againſt the return of the year; be- 
cauſe at that time the king of Syria would come up 
again, 

The ſervants of Ben-hadad, on the other hand, had 
adviſed him to attack the Iſraelites in a different way; 
becauſe, ſaid they, Their Gods are Gods of the hills; but 
let us fight them in the plain, and ſurely we ſhall be ftronger 
than they. Ben-hadad followed this advice, and at the 
return of the year he went forth with an immenſe 
army which filled the country; while the children of 
Iſrael pitched before them like two little flocks of hep; 
but the Logp ſent a prophet to aſſure the king of Ira], 
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that becauſe the Syrians had ſaid, © The Lorp is G09 


- of the Fills, but not of the vullies; therefore He would 


deliver them into their hands. Thus encouraged, the 


71 ſraelites riſked a battle with their formidable enemies, 


and obtained a complete victory; by which Ben- hadad 
was reduced to the utmoſt extremity. This proud king, 
relying on the mercy of the king of Iſrael, ſent ambaſ- 
ſadors to him, to beg his life; Ahab inconſiderately 
ſpared Ben-hadad, and made a covenant with him, for 
which he was reproved by a prophet; who told him, 
that becauſe he had ſuffered a man to eſcape whom the 
Lonp had doomed to utter deſtruction, his own life 
ſhould go for the life of Ben-hadad, and his people 


for the people of Syria. Inſtead of triumphing 


for his memorable victory, or receiving the prophet's 
reproof with humility and contrition, Ahab returned to 
his houſe heavy and diſpleaſed, as if the SurREuR 
Juve of all men bad been too ſevere in the ſentence 
pronounced upon him. 

The counſel which Ben-hadad's ſervants gave, in re- 
ſpe& to fighting on a plain inftead of a hill, ſhews us 
what abſurd notions idolatrous nations entertained of 
their deities; that there were many gods which had 
each their particular charge or juriſdiction; that ſome 
prefided over whole countries, others over particular 
places, ſome. over rivers, &c. As the Iſraelites ſacrificed 
on high places, built their emple on a fill, and received 
their aw on Mount Sinai, the Syrians ſuppoſed that 
Jexovan was a Gop of the hills.“ How much more 
rational is it to believe, as the Scriptures teach us, that 
the whole univerſe was created, and has ever been ſuſ- 
tained and governed, by owe SUPREME ALMIGHTY LORD, 
who knows all things, who is every where preſent, and 
will heap the prayers of thoſe that call upon him faith- 
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fully, and will bleſs them for faith and obedience: who 


alſo overlooks the moſt ſecret deſigns of the wicked, and 
will puniſh them for fin. The Syrians were taught 
by their own defeat, that the Lon p was Gop of the plains 


as well as of the Ville, and able to put all thoſe to con- 


fuſion who truſted in vain idols. 

How greatly was the impious king of Syria humbled 
by the Lozp! but Ahab's folly in not purſuing his con- 
queſt, and turning it to advantage, is quite amazing. 

Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard contiguous to 
the king's palace, which Ahab was defirous of poſſeſſing; 
he therefore deſired that Naboth would either fell it to 
him, or exchange it for another ; but Naboth refuſed to 
comply with the king's requeſt, who was ſo enraged 
with hitn, that he returned to his houſe angry and dif- 
appointed, retired to his bed, and refuſed food. Jezebel 
underſtanding the cauſe of Ahab's uneaſineſs, reproached 
him with want of ſpirit : and obtaining from him the 
royal ſignet, engaged to put him in poſſeſſion of the 


vineyard, In order to do ſo, the wrote letters in Ahab's - 


name to the governors of the place where Naboth lived, 
to proclaim a faſt; as if they were apprehenſive of an 
impending judgment from Gop on account of ſome con- 
cealed offender, which could only be averted by public 
humiliation, and the death of the impious wretch, who, 
like Achan, provoked the Lorp to ſend a curſe on the 
city. Thoſe to whom the letters were addreſſed, were 
wicked enough to comply with the contents. Naboth 
was pointed out as the ſufpected perfon, and brought 
to the uſual place of trial; falſe witneſſes were eafily 
procured, who accuſed him of b/aſpheming Gop and the 
king. By the former crime, if it could be proved, his 
life was forfeited ; and by the latter, his eſtate was con- 
fiſcated to the crown, Being furniſhed with no means 
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of defence, Naboth was convicted by his unjuſt judges, 
and condemned to be ſtoned to death. There is rea. 
fon to believe, that his family were all deſtroyed like- 
wiſe; -but, happily for them, their perſecutors had no 
Power over their ſouls; we may therefore hope that 
the Loxp, who ſuffered them to be cut off, removed 
them to a tate of felicity, where their inheritance will 
remain ſecure to endleſs ages, 

In order to underſtand the nature of Ahab's crime in 
reſpe& to Naboth's vineyard, it is neceſſary to mention 
a particular part of the Jewtſh law, of which it was a 
violation. 

Amongſt a variety of other commands which Moſes 
received from Gon on mount Sinai, were ſome relat- 
ing to the ſecurity of inheritances from one genera- 
tion to another, agreeably to the firſt divifion of them, 
which was to be ſettled before the Iſraclites took entire 
poſſeſſion of the land. The intent of theſe laws was, to 
teach the Iſraelites to eonſider Canaan not as their own 
abſolute right, but as a place /acred to the Lon, for the 
habitation of the people he had ſeparated to himſelf ; and 
as the MxssiAn was to proceed from a particular tribe, 
it was neceflary, in order to trace his genealogy, that 
all the tribes ſhould remain unmixed; and alſo that 
they ſhould tranſmit their allotted portion to their de- 
ſcendants, left ſome tribes ſhould accumulate lands to 
the impoveriſhment of others; but as Gop foreſaw that 
occaſions would are, which would oblige many to ſell 
theirlands, in order to ſupply thoſe wants which their 
own imprudence, or Divine chaſtiſement, ſhould reduce 
them to, he graciouſly ordained, for the ſake of poſte- 
rity, that none ſhould be permitted to alienate his land 
to any one of his own tribe; nor for a longer term 
than forty-nine years, at which time it was to be re- 
ſtored, without expence, to the lawful heir, 
Naboth 
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Naboth ſeems to have been in very good circum- 
ſtances, and to have made it a point of conſcience to 
preſerve his portion entire for his children, Ahab, who 
was amply provided for, had no right to expect Naboth's 
compliance, eſpecially as this king was an open idolator, 
and a contemner of all Divine inſtitutions; which made 
it very unlikely that Naboth's poſterity would be allow- 
ed to claim the reſtoration of their land at the appointed 
time, if it were annexed to the royal gardens, 

It is probable, that Naboth was one of the ſever 
thouſand who had not bowed the knee to Baal; we can» 
not therefore wonder at Jezebel's inveterate malice to- 
wards. him, when we conſider her character. Ahab teſ- 
tified his approbation of Jezebel's conduct in this ſhock- 
ing tranſaction, by which he made himſelf a partner in 
her guilt. He certainly muſt have known when ſhe 
obtained his ſeal, that it was for ſome fatal purpoſe ; 
and when ſhe invited him to take poſſeſſion of the 
vineyard, he would naturally ſuppoſe ſhe had cauſed 
Naboth to be put to death; yet with ſavage joy he 
obeyed her ſummons, and went, it ſeems, triumphantly, 
as if it was juſtly forfeited to him by the erimes of the 
late poſſeſſor. Ahab was ſoon reminded that all his 
actions, and the wicked motives of them, were open to 
the eye of Gop, for the prophet Elijah was ſent to ac- 


cuſe him for the murder of Naboth and his family on 


the very ſpot; and to denounce a ſentence, which muſt 
be particularly thocking to ſo proud a man; that the 
Lond would bring evil upon him, would cut off his 
poſterity, and hat dogs /lrould lick his blood; and alſo that 
dogs ſhould eat Jezebel by the wall of Fezreel. Ahab 
ſhewed great figns of repentance, for he rent his clothes, 
and put on fackcloth, and humbled himſelf; and the 


Lo, on this account, was pleaſed to ſuſpend the exe- 
cution 
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ention of it; and had Ahab improved this bleſſed opportu- 
nity, by continuing humble, and reſolving to forſake 
his evil ways and root out idolatry, he would have been 
pardoned, and the curſe entirely removed. This inftance 
of Divine forbearance ſhews the great mercy and good- 
neſs of the SurktEME BEING, 20 willeth not the death of 


a ſinner, but rather that he ſhould turn from fis SITY 
and live. 


SECTION IX. 
* THE REIGN OF AAB KING OP ISRAEL CONCLUDED, 


From 1 Kings, Chap. xxii.—2 Chron, Chap. xviii, 


Arp they A three years without war between 
Syria and Iſrael. 

And it came to paſs in the third year, that Jehoſha- 
phat the king of Judah eame down to the king of Ifrael, 

Now Jehoſhaphat had riches and honour in abundance, 
and joined affinity with Ahab. | 

(And the king of Ifrael ſaid unto his ſervants, Know 
ye that Ramoth in Gilead is ours, and we be ſtill, and 
take it not out of the hand of the king of Syria?) And 
he ſaid unto Jehoſhaphat, Wilt thou go with me to battle 
to Ramoth-gilead? And Jehoſhaphat ſaid to the king 
of Iſrael, I am as thou art, my people as thy people, my 

| horſes as thy horſes, 

And Jehoſhaphat ſaid unto the king of Iſrael, En- 
quire, I pray thee, at the word of the Lord to day. 

Then the king of Iſrael gathered the prophets together, 
about four hundred men, and ſaid unto them, Shall 1 go 
againſt Ramoth-gilead to battle, or ſhall I fotbear? And 


they ſaid, Go up; for the Lon thall deliver it into the 
hand of the king, 


And 
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And ſehoſhaphat ſaid, Is there not here a prophet of 
the LoxD beſides, that we might enquire of him? And 
the king of Iſrael ſaid unto Jehoſhaphat, There is yet 
one man (Micaiah the ſon of Imlah) by whom we may 
enquire of the LoxD; but I hate him, for he doth not 
propheſy good concerning me, bat evil, And 3 
phat ſaid, Let not the king ſay ſo. | 

Then the king of Iſrael called an officer, and ſaid, 
Haſten hither Micaiah the ſon of Imlah. 

And the king of Iſrael, and Jehoſhaphat the king of 
Judah, ſat each on his throne, having put on their robes 
in a void place in the entrance of the gate of Samaria, 
and all the prophets prophefied before them. 
And Zedekiah the ſon of Chenaanah made him horns 
of iron: and he ſaid, Thus ſaith the Loro, With theſe 
ſhalt thou puſh the Syrians, until thou have conſumed 
them, 

And all the prophets propheſied ſo, ſaying, Go up to 
Ramoth-gilead, and proſper : for the Loxp ſhall deliver 
it into the king's hand. 

And the meſſenger that was gone to call Micaiah, 
ſpake unto him, ſaying, Behold now, the words of the 
prophets declare good unto the king with one mouth: 
let thy word, I pray thee, be like the word of one of 
them, and ſpeak that which is good. 

And Micaiah ſaid, As the Lonp liveth, what the 

Lox faith unto me, that will J ſpeak. 
So he came to the king, and the king ſaid unto him, 
Micaiah, ſhall we go againſt Ramoth-gilead to battle, 
or ſhall we forbear? And he anſwered him, Go, and 
proſper : for the Loxp ſhall deliver it into the hand of 
the king. 

And the king ſaid unto him, How many times ſhall 
1 adjure thee that thou tell me nothing but that witch 

iy 
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is true in the name of the Loxp ? And Micaiah ſaid, 1 
ſaw all Iſrael ſoattered upon the hills, as ſheep that have 
not a'ſhepherd. And the Lonxp ſaid, Theſe have no 
maſter: Jet them return every man to his houſe in 
peace. | 

And the king of Ifrael faid unto Jehoſhaphat, Did I 
not tell thee, that he would propheſy no good concerning 
me, but evil? And Micaiah ſaid, Hear thou therefore 
the word of the Loxp: I ſaw the Lonp fitting on his 
throne, and all the hoſt of heaven ſtanding by him, on 
his right hand and on his left: And the Loxp ſaid, 

who ſhall perſuade Ahab, that he may go up and fall at 
| Ramoth-gilead? and one ſaid on this manner, and an- 
bother ſaid on that manner. 
And there came fortli a ſpirit, and ſtood beſore the 
| Loxp, and ſaid, I will perſuade him. 
; And the Loxp ſaid unto him, Wherewith ? and he 
Ss . Afaid, I will go forth, and I will be a lying ſpirit in the 
= mouth of all his prophets. And he faid, Thou ſhalt per- 
| ſuade him, and prevail alſo: go-forth, and do ſo. 
| Now therefore behold, the Loxp hath put a lying 
= ſpirit in the mouth of all theſe thy prophets, and the 
Lond hath ſpoken evil concerning thee. - 

But Zedekiah the ſon of Chenaanah went near, and 
ſmote Micaiah on the cheek, and faid, Which way went 
the Spirit of the Lon from me to ſpeak unto thee ? | 

And Micatah ſaid, Behold, thou fhalt ſee in that day, | 
when thou halt go into an inner-chamber to hide 
thyſelf. \ 

And the king of Iſrael ſaid, Take Micaiah and carry 

him back unto Ammon the governor. of the city, and to 
Joaſh the king's ſon ; and ſay, Thus ſaith the king, Put 
this fellow in the priſon, and feed him with bread of 
affliction, aud with water of affliction, until I come in 


;Þcace. 


And 
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And Micaiah ſaid, If thou return at all in peace, the 
Loxp hath not ſpoken by me. And he ſaid, Hearken, 


O ye people, every one of you. 
So the king of Iſrac} and Jehoſhaphat the king of Ju- 
dah went up to Ramoth-gilead. 


And the king of Iſrael ſaid unto Jehoſhaphat, I will 


diſguiſe myſelf and enter into the battle, but put thou 
on thy robes. And the king of Iſrael diſguiſed himſelf, 
and went into the battle. 

But the king of Syria commanded his thirty-two cap» 


tains that had rule over his chariots, ſaying, Fight net- 


ther with ſmall-nor great, ſave only with the king of 
Itrael. 

And it came to paſs when the captains of the chariots 
ſaw Jehoſhaphat, that they ſaid, Surely, it is the king 
of Iſrael : therefore they compaſſed about him to fight: 
but Jehoſhaphat cried out, and the Lokp helped him, 
and Gop moved them to depart from him. 

And it came to paſs, when the captains of the chariots 
perceived that it was not the king of e, that they 
turned back from purſuing him. 

And a certain man drew a bow at a venture, and 
ſmote the king of Ifrael between the joints of the har- 
nefs : wherefore he ſaid unto the driver of his chariot, 
Turn thine hand, and carry me out of the hoſt; for 1 
am wounded. 

And the battle increaſed that day: and the king was 
ſtayed up in his chariot againſt the Syrians, and died at 
even: and the blood ran out of the wound into the 
midſt of the chariot. 

And there went a proclamation throughout the hoſt 


about the going down of the ſum, faying, Every man to 


his city, and every man to his own country. 
So the king died, and was bronght to Samaria, and 


=P buried the King in Samaria, 
And 


— 


- 
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And one waſhed the chariot in the pool of Samaria; 
and the dogs licked up his blood; and they waſhed his 
armour; according unto the word of the Loxp which 
he ſpake. 

So Ahab ſlept with his fathers ; and Ahaziah his ſon 


reigned in his ſtead, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


It is probable that Jehoſhaphat, when he went to viſit 
Ahab, ſuppoſed him to have been a convert, and thought 


that it would be to the advantage of the kingdom of 
Judah, if he formed an alliance with the king of Iſrael, | 


as it was likely to produce harmony amongſt thoſe tribes 
who had been for ſome time enſtranged from each other; 
and he planned a ſcheme for ſtrengthening- the con- 
nection by a marriage between his ſon and Ahab; 


daughter : in this inſtance Jehoſhaphat proceeded ac- i 


cording to the rules of wwor/dly policy, without conſulting 
the will of the Lonxb, as he ought to have done; but ſince 
he did it inconſiderately, and not preſumptuouſly, he 
was only reproved for it, as we read afterwards. 

When Ahab obtained his memorable victory over the 
: Syrians, Ben-hadad entered into a covenant to reſtore 
all the cities which his fathei had formerly taken from 
the Iſraelites. Whether he performed any part of this 
engagement or not is uncertain, but it is evident he did 
not completely fulfil it ; for Ramoth-gilead originally 
belonged to the tribe of Gad. Jchoſhaphat too eaſily 
gave way to the benevolence of his diſpoſition, We 
find, however, that he would not go out to battle till 
he had enquired the will of the LorD; neither would he 
hearken to the prophets or prieſts of the groves, who 
aſſured Ahab of ſucceſs. Zedekiah was a leading man 
amongſt them, and to give force to his predictions, he 

| made 
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made uſe of a fign in imitation of the practice of true 
prophets. By the horns of iron he meant to repreſent, 


that the Iſraelites ould defeat the Syrians with irre- 


ſiſtible force, Jehoſhaphat was apprehenſive of fallacy 
in theſe pretended prophets, and required more ſatisfac- 
tory encouragement before he would procted to battle. 
Micaiah's prophecy is not to be underſtood entirely in 
a literal ſenſe. The beginning of it is certainly ironical : 
« Go and proſper, &c.” (as much as to ſay, if you will ſuf- 
fer yourſelf to be deluded, you muſt take the conſequen- 
ces, for Gop will not reſtrain you by violent means; and 
Ahab underſtood it ſo). What followed were andoubtedly 
the words of Divine inſpiration, and contained the pro- 
phet's commiſſion from the Lokb to foretel 'Ahab's death: 
« I {aw all Iſrael ſcattered upon the hills, &c.“ The re- 
mainder appears to have been a kind of parable ſpoken 
by the prophet, for the admonition of Ahab and his 
people, for we muſt not ſuppoſe that he had an actual 
view of the ALMIGHTY on the throne of heaven, But in 
reſpe& to ſuch difficult paſſages as theſe, we can go no 
farther than conjecture, which ſhould always be formed 
on ſome clear texts of Scripture. Now it may be proved *, 
from many places in the Bible, that Gop gates liars, and 
has declared he will cut them off; and has alſo com 
manded, that all falſe prophets ſhould be put to death ; 
ſo we may venture to conclude, that Micaiah, knowing 
by Divine inſpiration that the Lox» would make theſe 
lying prieſts inftruments of puniſhment to Ahab for 
refuſing to hear his ſervants, only endeavoured to give 
force to his exhortations by this familiar repreſentation; 
which ſeems to have been ſuited to the conceptions 


which Ahab and his * entertained of the SUPREME 
Being, 
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It is not neceffary for us to puzzle ourſelves with at- 
tempting a farther explication of Micaiah's prophecy, ag 
no alriſtiam will inter from it that the Lorp cauſed theſe 
prophets to tell lies, and then gr/tzfied them in it; nei- 
ther could the 1frae/ites have imagined fo, if they had 
properly confidered the ways of the Lon p, whoſe zz/iice 
was remarkably diſplayed even in the preſent inſtance, 
Had Ahab lent a willing ear to the Divine warning, he 
would: not have gone on an expedition that was likely 
to prove fatal to him; as he deſpiſed it, the Lox left 
Him to the conſequences of his preſumption and impiety, 
It is rather ſurpriſing that Jehoſhaphat ſhould go with 
Ahab, notwithſtanding Micaiah's predictions; perhaps 
he might think it right to keep his engagement, as the 
| prophet had not forbidden him, and Ahab's fall only 
was predicted. Ahab ſeems to have gone into the field of 
battle with great apprehenſions, and ſtrove to avoid his 
fate by diſguiſing his perſon. Jehoſhaphat's too eaſy 
compliance would in all probability have coſt him his 
life, had he not in the inſtant of danger cried unto the 
Lonp for help; who knowing the good diſpoſition of 
his heart, pardoned his errors, and protected him from 
the deſtroying ſword. 
_ Micaiah's prophecy was now in a great meaſure ful. 
filled; for upon Ahab's death the Iſraelites were ſcat- 
tered on the mowntains of Gilead, like ſheep having no ſhep- 
terd: we find Elijah's prediction accompliſhed alſo re- 
ſpecting the dogs licking the blood of this impious king, 
The hiſtory of Ahab affords a variety of inſtruction 
concerning a particular providence, and the juſtice of 
God's dealings with mankind : we may infer, from many 
paſſages in it, that no events happen by chance; bleſſings 
are undoubtedly directed by the will of Gop, and misfor- 
tunes can never happen without Divi xx permiſſion, To 
. the 
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the Supreme Diſpoſer of all things we ſhould hoc 
ful for every circumſtance of our felicity; and to Him 
ſhould we addreſs our prayers for deliverance from dan- - 
ger, and for ſupport in affliction. 


SECTION. IX; 


THE CONTINUATION OF THE RBIGN OP ——— 
KING OF JUDAH. 


From 2 Chron. Chap. xix. 


Axp Jehoſhaphat the king of Judah returned to his 
Houſe at Jeruſalem in peace. 

And Jehu the ſon of Hanani the ſeer went out to 
meet him, and ſaid to king Jehoſhaphat, Shouldeſt thou 
help the nngodly, and love them that hate the Lozp 2: 
therefore is wrath upon thee from before the Loxp. 

Nevertheleſs, there are good things fonnd in thee, - 
in that thou haſt taken away the groves out of the land, 
and haſt prepared thine heart to ſeek Gop. 

And Jehoſhaphat dwelt at Jeruſalem: and he went 
out again through the people, from Beer-ſheba to mount 
Ephraim, and brought them back unto the Lonn Gon 
of their fathers. 

And he ſet judges in the * throughout all the ſen- 
ced cities of Judah, city by city. | 

And faid to the judges, Take heed what ye do: for 
ye judge not for man, but for the Lon, who is with 
you in the judgment, 

Wherefore now let the fear of the Lonp be upon 
you; take heed, and do it; for there is no iniquity with 
the Loxp our Gop, nor reſpe& of perſons, nor taking 
of gifts. 

Moreover, in Jeruſalem did Jehoſhaphat ſet of the 


* 
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Levites, and of the prieſts, and of the chief of the ta. 
thers of Iſrael, for the judgment of the Lord, and for 
controverſies, when they returned to.Jeruſalem. 

And he charged them, ſaying, Thus ſhall ye do in the 
fear of the Lok o, faithfully, and with a perfect heart, 

And what cauſe ſoever ſhall come to you of your 
brethren that dwell in their cities, between blood and 
blood, between law and eommandment, ſtatutes and 
judgments, ye ſhall even warn them that they treſpaſ 
not againſt the Lon, and ſo wrath come upon you, and 
your brethren : this do, and ye ſhall not treſpaſs. 


And behold, Amariah the chief prieſt is over you in 
all matters of the Loxp ; and Zebadiah the ſon of Iſh- 


mae], the ruler of the houſe of Judah, for all the king; 
matters: ſo the Levites ſhall be officers before you, 
Deal courageouſly, and the Loxp ſhall be with the good, 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


Tt may be conſidered as a great inſtance of the mercy 
of Go, that Jehoſhaphat returned to his houſe in peace, 
from an expedition which he had ſo inconſiderately un- 

dertaken; but we underſtand, that he did not entertain 
the leaſt inclination for idolatry; on the contrary, in the 
day of battle he put his whole truſt and confidence in 
the Lox, and earneſtly implored Divine affiſtance; 
he was, however, deſerving of rebuke, and the prophet 
Jehu was graciouſly ſent to ſhew him how he had ex- 
poſed himſelf to the Divine diſpleaſure. 

Jehoſhaphat, did not, like Ahab, return to bis houſe 
heavy and diſpleafed at the admonition of the Lox, 
but received it with becoming humility, and reſolved to 
viſit every part of his dominions, that he might per- 
ſionally exhort his ſubjects to live agreeably to the com- 

mands of Gop. He had formerly ſent preachers pear 
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{ru them, and now appointed judges, whoſe buſineſs 
it was to-puniſh the violaters of the law; nnn 
controverſies between man and man. 

By the prophet's reproof to Jeboſhaphat, we are 
taught to avoid the ſociety of 1 impious men, left we en- 
courage ſin by appearing to countenance it, — oi 
the corruption of our own principles. 

We likewiſe learn, that God is not ente n mark 
what we do amiſs, and to.puniſh for every offence ; 
neither doth he withdraw his protection every time 
men forfeit it: we muſt not however preſame on the "0 
forbearance of the Lon, but imitate the example of Je- 
boſhaphat, who repented of his fin, and endeavoured to 
repair the injury it might oy done to religion, or the 
ſouls of others. 

n The charge which Tchoſhaphat gave to his judges, 
contains excellent inſtructions to all magiſtrates, teaching 
them to examine every cauſe that comes before them 
with caution and impartiality; to conſider themſelves 

Y 5 the miniſters of Gop for the. puniſhment of evil-doers, 

and the protection of the innocent; and to remember 

that they ought, as far as the infirmities of human na- 


: ure will admit, to imitate the ALMIGHTY in his admi- 
in niſtration of Juſtice. == 
j SECTION LXI. 

x- | JEHOSHAPHAT'S ALLIANCE WITH AHAZIAH, 

FA | From 2 Chron. Chap. XX. | i 

D, And after this did Jehoſhaphat king of Judah Join 


to bimſelf with Ahaziah king of Iſrael, who did very 
1 gh and he joined himſelf with him to make 
n- ps to go to Tarſhiſh: and they made the ſhips in 
n- Ezion- geber. | +> eb .» | 
& Vox. III. 0 | Then 
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Then Eliezer the ſon of Dodavah of Mareſhah pro- 
pheſied againſt Jehoſhaphat, ſaying, Becauſe thou hag 
joined thyſelf with Ahaziab, the Lon hath broken thy 
Works. And the ſhips were broken, eee 
— to Tarſhiſn. 0 
Then ſaid Ahaziah the for of Abab unto Jehoſhapha, 
Let my ſervants go with thy ſervants in ns, But 


1 —— 11. 
ee eee were ere a deputy was king 


ANNOT ATION S AND REFLECTIONS. 


It appears that Jehoſhaphat till retained a kindneſ 
for Ahab's family ; and as his alliance with them by the 
marriage between his ſon and Ahab's daughter had (we 
may ſuppoſe) been a condition of their promoting each 
other's intereſt, this induced him to admit Ahaziah as a 

partner in the profitable trade which he carried on to 
Ophir; but as Jehoſhaphat was very blameable in this 
particular, he was reproved and puniſhed for it; and 
warned, by the breaking of his ſhips, to break off his 
alliance with Ahaziah, and it ſeems he took the warning, 
This fe&ion affords another inſtance of the great dan- 
| ger there 1 is in forming connections and alliances with 
impious wicked perſons. 
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SECTION LXI. 


THE REIGN OF AHAZIAH KING or ISRAEL, 
| From | Kings, Chap. xxii. 2 Kings, Chap. i. 


AnAzIAR the ſon of Ahab began to reign over Iſrad 
in Samaria the ſeventeeth year of Jehoſhaphat king of 
. and reigned two years over Iſrael. „1 

3 did evil in * Lonp, and walked 

4 in 
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in the way of his father, and in the way of his mother, 
and in the way of Jepoboam the ſon of Nebut, who 
made Ifrael to fin : | 

For he ſerved Baal, aud worſhipped kit, and pro- 
voked to auger the Loxp Gov of Iſrael, according to all 
that his father had done. | 
ut Then Monb robellod againſt'Tiraet, W of 

Ahab. 
1g, And Ahaziah fell down through a lattice in his upper 
chamber that was in Samaria, and was fick: and he ſent 
meſſengers, and ſaid unto them, Go enquire of Baal- 
es  2ebub the god of Ekron, whether I ſhall recover of this 
the diſeaſe. 
we But the angel of the Loxp ſaid to Elijah the Tiſh- 
10 bite, Ariſe, Go up to meet the meſſengers of the king 
1s 2 of Samaria, and ſay unto them, Is it not becauſe there 
1 to Wh is not a Gov in Iſrael, that ye go to euire of Baal- 
this WY zebub the god of Ekron? Now thegefore thus faith the 
and WTF Lon p, Thou ſhalt not come down ſrom that bed on 
bn which thou art gone up, hut ſhalt ſurely die. And 
ing, Eljob departed. 
dan - And when the meſſengers turned back unte him, he 
with aid unto them, Why are ye now turned back? And 
they faic unto him, There came a man up to meet us, 
and ſaid unto us, Go, turn again unto the king that 
ſent you, and ſay unto him, Thus faith the Lon, Is it 
not becauſe there is not a Gop in Iftael, that thou ſend- 
eſt to enquire of Baal»zebub: the god of Ekron? therefore 
thou ſhalt not come down fron at batt on which Won. 
9 art gone up, but ſhalt ſarely die. 

And he ſaid unto them, What ma of man was h 
which came up to meet you, and told yon theſe words? 
mmm girt 
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W leather about his * rb he ſaid, 


It is Elijah the Tiſhbite, 


Then the king ſent unto him a wins of fifty, with 
his fiſty. And he went up to him. And behold, he fat 
on the top of an hill. And he ſpake unto him, Thou 
man of Gov, the king hath ſaid, Come down, 

And Elijah anſwered, and ſaid to the captain of fifty, 
If be a man of Gop, then let fire come down from 
heaven, and conſume thee and thy fifty. And there 
came down fire: from noni and confamed King and 
his fifty. 

Again alſo he ſent unto him e 5 of * fiſh, 


With his fifty. And he anſwered and ſaid unto him, 


O man of Gop : thus hath the king ſaid, Comp You 
quickly. 
_ And Bia anſwered and ſaid unto them, If I be a 


+ man of Govt fire come down from heaven, and con- 


7 
# 


ſume thee and thy fifty. And the fire of Gop came 
down from heaven, and cunſumed him and his fifty. 

And he ſent again a captain of the third fifty, with 
his fifty. And the third captain of fifty went up, and 
came and fell on his knees before Elijah, and beſought 
him, and ſaid unto him, O man of Go, I pray thee, let 
my life, and the life of theſe fifty thy n a 
in thy ſight. tin ans te e. 

Behold, there came bre * Ra benven Ra yaa 
ed up the two captains, of the former fifties, with their 
fifties: therefore let my ren eee 
ſight. $2. oi 77 11 N $5 

And the angel of the | ox ſaid unto Elijah; 05 
18 with him; be not afraid of him. 2 
and — — him unto-the-king. - 115 

And he ſaid unto him, Thus ſaith the nog Foraſ- 


much as thou has ſent meſſengers to enquire of Baal-2 


v 
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tb the god of Ekron ; is it not becauſe there is no Gop 
n Iſrael to enquire of his word? therefore thou ſhalt 
not come down off that bed on which * art gone up, 
but ſhalt ſurely die. 

$ he died according to the word of the Loxp which 
Elijah had ſpoken. And Jehoram 1 in his end, 
decauſe Ahaziah had no — wort: 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


We read that king David gained a ſignal victory over 
the Moabites: this people continued in ſubjection to 
Glomon and Rehoboam ; but after the revolt of the ten 
tribes, they became . tributaries to the kings of Iſrael, 
though they had ſtill kings of their own, but theſe were 
little better than viceroys, We are not told the exact 
lime when they rebelled ; but may conclude, that it was 
it the latter end of Abazialvs reign, as we read of no 
battle fonght at this period. 

"Though Ahaziah was the ſon of Ahab and Jezebel, — 

Mn muſt have had a very bad education; yet it 
met have been expected he would have taken warn- 
ing from the deſtruction in which his father had been 


iurolved, by crediting the prophets of Baal; but inſtead 


of doing ſo, he followed the wicked example of his 
parents : however, he Ws ſoon ſtopt in his ſinful cater 
by a fatal accident. Baal-zebub, the name of the idol 
be fent to conſulty ſignifies the /ord of flies; given him, 
perhaps, on acggunt of ſome deliverance the inhabitants 
of the place had received from a plague of flies, which 
they fooliſhly e to the power of this idol. a 
It was impoſſible for Ahaziah to diſhonour the Lond 
Jxnovan in a greater degree than he did by this action, 
and we muſt acknowledge the zz/tice of the Lokp in the 
O3 | ſevere 
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ſevere meſſage he ſent to him by his prophet ; neither 
muſt we overlook the mercy of Gop in this inſtance, 
for there is the greateſt reaſon to ſuppoſe, that though 
Ahaziah was threatened with death for ſending to en- 
quire of a dumb idol, yet if he had humbled himſelf 
and ſought the living Gop, the ſentence might have 
been remitted ; inſtead of Going ſo, he defied the Lon, 
and ſent three parties of ſoldiers to ſeize the prophet by 
violence, and bring him into his preſence, 

Ahaziah was well acquainted with the perſon of Eli- 
jah, and judged, from the deſcription his meſſenger gave, 
that it was certainly he who ſent them back. The 
captains who commanded the two firſt bands, ſeem to 
have had the ſame bad principles with their ſovereign ; 
for inſtead of addrefling Elijah with reverence, they 
impioufly preſumed to command the ſervant of the 
Lord Jznov#n to attend their wicked prince: this 
was ſuch an open defianc@ of Gop, as called for imme- 
_ diate vetzgeance. We muſt not ſuppoſe that Elijah had 
the command of the elements, and could deal forth de- 
ſtruction according to his own will and pleaſure onal! 
who offended him by perſonal inſults; neither would 
fo good a man have taken ſuch ſevere revenge for pri- 
_vate injuries done to himſelf, becauſe he would in ſuch 
a caſe have acted contrary to his duty; but om this oc- 
cafjon he ſpake as the Lonxp infpired him, who cauſed 
kim to pronounce thofe words before the judgment was 
inflicted, in order to prove that he was, as he profeſſed to 
be, the man or prophet of Gop, who would not ſuffer his 
ſervants to be perſecuted as ſuch with impunity, fince 
forbearance would have given room for idolators to tri- 
umph, and would have brought diſgrace on true religion. 
There was no cruelty in the SUrxEME BEING; on the 


contrary, the captain who humbly deprecated the wrath 
4 of 


Cl 
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of Gop was ſpared, and Elijah was ordered to ac- 
company him; by which means this officer was ſecured 
from the puniſhment which the king would moſt likely 
have condemned him to, if he had returned without 
executing his royal commands, 

Elijah did not endeavour to conceal himGlf from Aha- 
ziah ; for repeated deliverances had taught him to repoſe 
confidence in the Provipexce of Gop; neither did he 
ſeek to gain reſpett by his outward appearance; for his 
beſt attire, as we may judge by the meffenger's deſcrip- 
tion, was a hairy garment, faftened with a leathern 
girdle; yet, in this mean garb, how truly honourable 
was he; enlightened by the Hour Srixir, ſuſtained 
by miracles, and commifhoned to reprove kings! 

Elijab did not enter the apartment of the monarch as 
a priſoner, but in the ſpirit and power of the Lonp, 
boldly to perform the prophetic office,, by declaring to 
Ahaziah's face, the ſentence he had ed 
of God to pronounce.upon him. The feat of the Lozp, 
fell on this wicked king and all preſent, which reſtrained 
them from offering violence to Elijah; and he ſoon ſaw . 
the accompliſhment of his prophecy in the death of 
Ahaziah, who reigned py two years. 


4 | 1 


SECTION LXIII. 5 
THE mg, OF ELIJAH THE FRO HET. 
From 2 Kings, Chap. ii. 


Ax it came to paſs when the Lon a take _ 
Elijah. into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went 
with Eliſha from Gilgal. 

And Elijah ſaid unto Eliſha, Tarry here, I pray thee : 
for the Logp hath ſent me to Beth-el. And Eliſha ſaid 

O0 4 unto 
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unto hid, As the Loxp liveth, and as thy foul liveth, - 
I will not leave thee. So they went down to Beth-el. 

And the ſons of the prophets that were at Beth-el 
came forth to Eliſha, and ſaid unto him, Knoweſt thou 
that the Lonp will take away thy maſter from thy head 
to-day? and he ſaid, Yea, I know it; hold you your 
peace. Mae 50.4 ; | 32 | 
And Elijah faid unto Eliſha, Tarry here, I pray thee ; 
for the Loxp hath ſent me to Jericho. And he ſaid, 
As the Lonp liveth, and as thy ſoul liveth, I will not 
leave thee. So they came to Jericho. 

And the ſons of the prophets that were at Jericho 

came to Eliſha, and ſaid unto him, Knoweſt thou that 
the Lorp will take away thy maſter from thy head to- 
day? and he n Yea, I know it; hold you your 
| * 
And Elijah ſazd unto FRG Tall, I pray thee, here; ; 
for the Long bath ſet me to Jordan. And he ſaid, As 
the Loxp liveth, and as thy ſoul liveth, I will not leave 
thee. And they two went on. 

And fifty men of the ſons of the prophets went, and 
Rood to view afar off: and they two ſtood by Jordan. 

And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, 
and ſmote the waters, and they Were divided hither and 
thither, ſo that they two went over on dry ground. 

And it came to paſs when they were gone over, that 
Elijah ſaid unto Eliſha, Aſk what I ſhall do for thee, be- 
fore I be taken away from thee. And Eliſha ſaid, I pray 
thee, let a double portion of thy ſpirit be upon me. 

And he ſaid, Thou haſt aſked a hard thing: neverthe- 
leſs, if thon ſee me when I am taken from thee, it ſhall 
be ſo unto thee; but if nat, it ſhall not be ſo. 

And it came to paſs as they ſtill went on, and talked, 


that behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horſes 
of 
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of fire, and parted them both aſunder; and Elijah went 
up by a whirlwind into heaven. 
And Eliſha ſaw it, and he cried, My father, my fa- 
ther, the chariot of Iſrael, and the horſemen thereof. 
And he ſaw him no more : and he took hold of his own 
clothes, and rent them in two pieces. 


He took up alſo the mantle of Elijah that fell from 


him, and went back, and ſtood by the bank of Jordan, 
and he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and 
ſmote the waters, and ſaid, Where is the Lon Gop of 
Elijah? and when he had alſo ſmitten the waters, they 
parted hither and thither : and Eliſha went over. 

And when the ſons of the prophets which were to 
view at Jericho ſaw him, they ſaid, The ſpirit of Elijah 
doth reft on Eliſha. And they came to meet him, and 
bowed themſelves to the ground before him. 

And they ſaid unto him, Behold now, there be with 
thy ſervants fifty ſtrong men; let them go, we pray thee, 
and ſeek thy matter: leſt peradventure the ſpirit of the 
Lonb hath taken him up, and caſt him upon ſome moun- 
tain, or into ſome ue And he tad, Lo thall not 
ſenck. 

And when they ii him till he was aſhamed, he 
ſaid, Send. They ſent therefore fiſty men; and they 
1 three days, but found him not. 

And when they came again to him (for they tarried 
at Jericho) he * unto them, Did 1 not ſay unto you, 
Go not ? | 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


It appears that the Lonp had made known to Elijah, 


that he ſhould ſoon be removed from this world; on 
which, account he viſited the ſons of the prophets in 
their ſchools or colleges, in order to admoniſh, inſtruct, 

O3 1 and 
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and bleſs them, before his departure: there is no doubt 
but the thoughts of loſing the advantage of bis direction 
and example, muſt have filled them .a// with great con- 
cern ; but Eliſha was particularly affected on this occa- 
fion, for he not only honoured Elijah on account of his 
high office, but alſo entertained great affection and 
eſteem for him, as a man of ſingular virtue and piety, 
the loſs of whoſe company he ſhould moſt likely have 
daily cauſe to deplore; he therefore reſolved to attend 
him to the laſt, being defirous of receiving as much ad- 
vantage as poſſible from his converſation ; for this rea- 
ſon he was diſpleaſed with the interruption of thoſe, 
who could only tell him what he * knew to his 
ſorrow. 

Conſidering the * W which Jezebel had a 
few years before made of the prophets, it is ſurpriſing to 
read of there being ſuch numbers of them at this period. 
But it was an act of Gop's particular providence, “ to 
preſerve the ſchools *, where men were trained and em- 
ployed in the exerciſes of religion and devotion, and to 
which good people reſorted, to ſolemnize the appointed 
feaſts with prayer and praiſes, when they had not con- 
veniencies for ſacrifice or incenſe, and were prevented 
from going to the Temple at Jeruſalem: and thus re. 
ligion was kept up in a time of general apoſtaſy. | 

It is likely that thoſe who ſtood to view afar off were 
defirous of attending Elijah; but kept at a diſtance when 
they found that Eliſha wiſhed to be alone with his 
maſter: they were however ſufficiently near to be eye- 
witneſſes of the event. 

« It + may be ſuppoſed, that the dividing of the river 
Jordan was ordered of the Loxp, for an aſſurance to 
Elijah, that He would as certainly tranflate him to a place 


* Henry's Annotations. + Ibid. 
+ of 
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of happineſs, as he had conduRed the Iſraelites to the 


land of Canaan.” 

Elijah being pleaſed with the conſtancy of Eliſha's 
affection and attendance, permitted him to aſk what he 
ſhould do for him. Eliſha, knowing that he was anointed 


to ſucceed his maſter as cazefor FATHER of the PROPHETS, 


earneſtly deſired to be eminently qualified for the impor- 
tant ſervices he might be required to perform. He well 
knew that the HoLy Serrx1T, which inſpired Elijah, was 
the gift of Gop; but begged for this s interegſſion 
with the Loxo, that he might have a dbuble portion of it; 


for as Elijah had, in thoſe intervals wherein he was Jef 10 


himſelf, committed errors, Eliſha withed to be at al times 
under the guidance of Divins Dix rio, from an hum- 
ble ſenſe of the infirmities of his nature, and the expec 
tation he had of great oppoſition from the impious king 


who at that time reigned over Iſrael. Elijah could not 


give his friend immediate fatisfation, but adviſed him to 
continue his attendance, that he might be prepared, and 
in a proper diſpoſition of mind, to receive this diſtin- 
guiſhing honour. He had aſked a fard thing, what was 
indeed beyond this great prophet's power to beſtow as His 
' own right; all he could do was to intreat the Lonxp to 
transfer to his ſucceſſor the ineſtimable gift he himſelf 


had ſo long enjoyed, in ſach a degree as ſhould ſeem *' 


good to infinite wiſdom. We may ſuppoſe, that Elijah 
ſpake prophetically when he told Eliſha, that if he ſhould 
fee him when he was taken from him, he might confider 
this circumſtance as d fign that the Lon D would grant 
his defire. The event happened,agreeably to his withes. 
He ſaw his dear maſter taken up triumphantly to heaven: 
yet, © notwithſtanding * he received the appointed token, 
that bu requeſt would be granted, he W not reſtuin 


* Henry's Aunotations. 1151 
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his ſorrow: for his own and Iſrael's loſs, but brake forth 
into pathetic lamentations: My father ! my father ! the 
chariot of Tſrael and the horſemen thereof! Eliſha conſidered 
himſelf as a fatherleſs child, thrown on the wide world, 


for Elijah had been the guide of his youth. The people 


of Iſrael had loſt their beſt guard; for this prophet, by 
bis.counſel, reproofs, and prayers, had kept off the judg- 
meats of Gop, which their wickedneſs, ould otherwiſe 
have provoked; and was, on this account, better to them 
than, the rongel force of Aorſes and chariots: the depar- 
ture therefore gff@his holy man was hike the routing of 
an army, an irreparable loſs.” 

Ihe miraculous manner in which Elijah was taken from 
earth is very aſtoniſhing; and it is impoſſible to give a 
more ſatisfactory explanation of it than that which we 
find in the ſcriptures; becauſe there is no accounting for 
it by natural means, as it was an extraordinary act of 
ALnicGurTy Pow ER, exerted for a peculiar purpole, 
Numbers of the prophets had been permitted of Gop 
to come to untimely ends, which had given occaſion to 
wicked men to exult over their ſurvivors, and to diſpute 
the power and goodneſs of the Lorp, as he had not in- 
terpoſed to preſerve his ſervants: from the rage of their 
enemies. That remaining prophets might not be intimi- 
dated from diſcharging their duty, by the miſerable fate 
of their predeceſſors, it pleaſed Gop to convince them, 
that there was another world, in which they would be 
fecure from the perſecutions of their enemies, and receive 


a recompence for all the: tufferings they ſhould endure 


on earth; Nothing could more effectually anſwer | this 
purpoſe than the »4/b/e (ranſlation of Elijah; as it pointed 
out to the faithful, that thoſe holy men, who went be- 


fore, were exalted to a ſtate: of happineſs, though their 


cxaltation was pot apparent to. mortal eyes, becauſe they 
zit 0 left 
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left their Bodies behind them; but we may reaſonadly 
conjecture, (from many texts in ſcripture) that their 
deaths had been made eaſy to them by the comforts of 
the Hoy Se1rxIT; and that their ſouls were honoured 
in the ſight of angels, who conducted them to that para- 
diſe of reſt, appointed by the Sur RRE Berne, for thoſe 
who, by patient continuance in ⁊uell. doing, ſeek for glory and 
immortality, If any one among the prophets deſerved to 
be exempted from death as a reward, ſurely it was 
Elijah, who had fo often boldly expoſed his life in the 
diſcharge of the daties of his office. How his body was 
changed, and rendered fit for a celeſtial exiſtence, is a 
yain enquiry, for it is impoſſible for us to know. 

Eliſha, when his tranſport of grief was over, clad him- 
ſelf in Elijah's mantle, which he received as a token of 
the deſcent of the Holy SpriRIr upon him; and, willing 
to try whether he was alſo inveſted with the power of 
Elijah, he ſmote the waters of Jordan, earneſtly ſeeking 
the aid of the Lorp, and received the ſame favour as 
had been lately granted to his mafter This miracle was 
a convincing proof to the ſons of the prophets, who were 
ſpectators of it, that the Spirit which inſpired Elijah did reſt 
upon Eliſha, and that he was entitled to the ſame reſpect 
as they had been accuſtomed to pay to his predeceſſor : 
and they readily ſubmitted to him as their c, or father, 
which no doubt was a great encouragement to Eliſha. 

The propoſal which the prophets made to ſearch for 
Elijah, might proceed from their affection for him, which 
inclined them to hope that he would yet be reſtored to 
them; or they might think it neceffary to make this 
ſearch, in order to juſtify to the people their acceptance 
of Eliſha in his ſtead. Eliſha was at laſt a/lamed to op- 
poſe them, leſt he ſhould be thought wanting in reſpect 
to his old maſter, or reluctant to reſign his mantle. - 

F Elijah 
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Blijab left this world in the beginning of the reign of 
Jehoram king of Iſrael. 


SECTION LXIV. 


ELISHA HEALETH THE WATERS OF JERICHO—THE 
CHILDREN OF BETHEL SLAIN BY BEARS. 


From 2 Kings, Chap. ii. 


| Anv the men of the city ſaid unto Eliſha, Behold, I 


pray thee, the fituation of this city is pleaſant, as my lord 
ſeeth : but the water is naught, and the ground barren. 

And he ſaid, bring me a new cruſe, and put ſalt there- 
in. And they brought it to him. 

And he went forth unto the ſpring of the waters, and 
caſt the ſalt in there, and ſaid, Thus ſaith the Lon, I 
have healed theſe waters; there ſhall not be from thence 
any more dearth, or barren land. 

So the waters were healed unto this day, according to 

the ſaying of Eliſha which he ſpake. 
And he went up from thence unto Bethel: and as he 
was going up by the way, there came forth little children 
out of the city, and mocked him, and ſaid unto him, Go 
up, thou bald-head, go up, thou bald-head. 

And he turned back, and looked on them, and curſed 
them in the name of the Loxp. And there came forth 
two ſhe-bears out of the wood, and tare forty and two 
children of them, | 

And he went from thence to mount Carmel; and from 
thence he returned to Samaria. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 
Jericho * was the firſt city which the Iſraelites took, 


-# SeQt, xxxviii. vol. ii. | 
after 
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ts the river Jordan. There is reaſon to 


ſuppoſe, that the inhabitants were incorrigibly wicked, 
for they were all ext17pated by the command of the Lozp, 
excepting Rahab the harlot, and her relations. The Iſ- 
raelites were ſtrictly enjoined to deſtroy the city, and 
every thing in it, but the veſſels of filver and gold, which 
were conſecrated to the ſervice of the tabernacle; and 
that the ruins of Jericho might remain as a monument 
of Gop's wrath againſt the Canaanites, and of his mercy 
to his choſen people, Joſhua, in the name of the Lago, for- 
bad them to rebuild it; aſſuring them, that "whoever 
ſhould attempt it, would lay the foundation in his firſt-born; 
and in his youngeſt ſon ſhould he ſet up the gates of it. This 
threatening (which implied that the whole poſterity of 
the man who preſumed to build on that ſpot ſhould be 
cut off) was fulfilled in the days of Ahab king of Iſrael. 
Hiel *, one of the idolatrous inhabitants of the city of 
Bethel, in defiance of the curſe well-known in Iſrael, 
began to build it, His eldeſt ſon died immediately ; but 
Hiel proceeded in contempt of the Divine wrath, and 
gradually loſt all his children, the youngeſt of whom was 
cut off juſt as he had completed his impious work. The 
bleſling of the Loxp was however denied to the city, till 
it pleaſed Gop to reſtore, by the hand of Elyah, whole- 
ſomeneſs to the water, and fertility to the ſoil, for the 
benefit of his ſervants the 3 who had a ſchool 
there. 

After this acceptable ſervice was performed for the 
city of, Jericho, Elitha departed thence, in order to viſit 
another ſchool of the prophets at Bethel. In this city was 
one of the golden calves which Jeroboam ſet up as an 
object of worſhip; to which abominable idolatry the in- 
habitants of the place flill adhered. There is reaſon to 


See Sect. xxxviii, vol. ii. 


think, 
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think, that they had-received intimation of Eliſhe's ap- 
proach, and regarding him as their profeſſed adverſary, 
reſolved to treat him with deriſion and contempt: For 
this purpoſe they ſent their children, or young ment, to in- 
ſult him, not merely as an old man, but as the ſervant of 
the Lox Jznovan. The indignity was not intended 
againſt Elitha alone: they did not only reflect upon his 
age, perſon, and character, by calling him BALD nrap, 
but upon his maſter Elijah, and in him upon the ſervice 
and ſexyants of God, and even upon Gop Himſelf. For 
when 5 ſaid to Eliſha, Go ur, and repeated it, they 
meant to bid him aſcend, as his maſter had done before 
him, who went up by a whirlwind into heaven. It is 
very likely, that theſe impious vouths, who came fort} 
out of the city and mocked, would have gone farther, 
and might have killed the good old man. We cannot on- 
der that Eliſha was commanded to curſe (or doom them 
to deſtruction) by the authority of the LorD; nor that fo 
dreadful a Judgment was inflicted on them; for the ho- 
nour of Go was concerned in the preſervation of his 
holy prophet, and the Fanambene of ſuch open inſulters 
ol his chioſen ſervant. 

Eliſha, from every baden of his liſe which is robond- 
ed, appears to have been of a mild, benevolent diſpoſition; 
from whence there is reaſon to conclude, that he would 
have forgiven any perſonal affront to himſelf: and we 


* Theſe comments on the death of the children of Bethel are taken 
from the vindication of Eliſha's conduct towards them, which may be 
found in Dr. Gregory Sharpt's Second Argument in Defence of Chriſtianity, 
Sc. This learned author informs us, that the Hebrew word, here ren- 
dered LITTLE, is a general term for quantity or quality; which, when 
applied; to, the offspring of men, does not always imply little, or ſmall 
in flture, but is oftentimes uſed to diſtinguiſi them ſrom the more ad- 
van d in years, as the young from the old. The other word is in very 


many places uſed for young men and ſervants. 
£219) cannot 
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cannot ſuppoſe that he would have been ſo ſevere as to 


have curſed a number of little boys and girls, who were 


playing innocently in the ſtreets, merely for obſerving the 
naked appearance of his head, and defiring him'to paſs 
on, and not difturb their mirthful ſport: though even 
little children would have been deſerving of rebuke and 
chaſtiſement, if their parents had taught them the reve- 
rence due to the aged; but if the inhabitants of Bethel 
brought up their children, from' their early infancy, to 
deſpiſe and ſeoff at the miniſters of the Loxb, they cer- 
tainly prayoked Gop to fend judgments upon themſetves : 
and no circumſtance could have afflited theſe ſinners 
more than having their /iz#le ones torn to pieces by a fu- 
rious wild beaſt, fince even wicked perſons uſually have 
great affection for their offspring. As for the poor chil- 
dren, death could not be an evi to them in ſuch a caſe, 
but a mercy, fineſt did but remove them from a world 
where they were devoted to vice and impiety, into a ſtate 
of perfect happineſs. So that, whether thoſe who were 
ſlain by the bears were young men or little children, the 
juſtice of God clearly appears, and the prophet is vindi- 
cated from the imputation of cruelty. May the hiſtory of 
this dreadful viſitation influence children and youths to 
regulate their own conduct by it, both in relation to the 


reſpect which it becomes them to pay to perſons grown 


venerable by experience and a good life, and the reve- 
rence which is due to the miniſters of Gop! | 


SECTION LXV.. 


THE BEGINNING OF THE REIGN OF JEHORAM (CALLED 
ALSO JORAM) KING OF ISRAEL. | 


From 2 Kings, Chap. ill. 
Now Jehoram the ſon of Ahab bogey to reign over 
1 008 „ te nel 
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Iſrael i in Samaria, in the eighteenth year of Ichoſhaphat 
king of Judah, + 

And he wrought evil i in the fight of the Loxo; but 
not like his fatber, and like his mother: for he put * 
the image of Baal that his father had made. 

Nevertheleſs, he cleaved unto the fins of Jeroboam the 
ſon of Nebat, which 1 Iſrael to ſin; he W not 
therefrom. | 

And Meſha king of Moab was a acer and ren. 
dered unto the king of Iſrael an hundred thouſand lambs, 
and an hundred thouſand rams with the wool 

But it came to paſs when Ahab was dead, that the 
king of Moab rebelled againſt the king of Iſrael. 

And Jehoram ſent to Jehoſhaphat the king of Judah, 
ſaying, The king of Moab hath rebelled againſt me: wilt 
thou go with me againſt Moab to battle? and he ſaid, 
I will go up: I am as thou art, my p&ple as thy people, 
and my horſes as thy horſes. + 
And he faid, Which way ſhall we go up? and be an- 

ſwered, The way through the wilderneſs of Edom. 

So the king of Iſrael went, and the king of Judah, and 
the king of Edom, and they fetched a compaſs of ſeven 
days journey: and there was no water for the hoſt, and 
for the cattle that followed them. 

And the king of Iſrael ſaid, Alas, that the Loxp hath 
called theſe three kings together to deliver them into 

the hand of Moab, 

But Jehoſhaphat ſaid, Is there not here a prophet of 
the Lord, that we may enquire of the Loxp by him? 
and one of the king of Iſrael's ſervants anſwered and ſaid, 
Here is Eliſha the ſon of Shaphat, which poured water 
on the hands of Elijah. 

And Jehoſhaphat ſaid, The word of the Loxp is with 
him. 80 the king of Iſrael, and Jehoſhaphat, and the 
king of Edom, went down to him, 


And 
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And Eliſha ſaid unto the king of Iſrael,” What have I 
to do with thee ? get thee to the prophets of thy father, 
and to the prophets of thy mother. And the King of 
Iſrael ſaid unto him, Nay : for the Lox hath called theſe 
three Kings . to deliver r into the hand of 
Moab. 

And Eliſha ſaid, As the Loap of hoſts kveth, before 
whom I Rand, ſurely, were it not that I regard the pre- 
ſence of Jehoſhaphat the king of Judah, I would not 
look toward thee, nor ſee thee, 

But now bring me a minſtrel. And it came to paſs 
= when the minſtrel played, that the hand of the Loxp 
came-upon him. 

And he ſaid, Thus faith the Lon, Make this is valley 
full of ditches, 

For thus ſaith the Loxp, Ye ſhall not ſee wind, nei- 
ther ſhall ye ſee rain, yet that valley ſhall be filled with 
water, that ye may drink, both ye and your cattle, and 
your beaſts. 

And this is but a light thing in the fight of the Lonp: 
he will deliver the Moabites alſo into your hand. 

And ye ſhall ſmite every fenced city and every choice 
city, and ſhall fell every good tree, and ſtop all wells of 
water, and mar every good piece of land with ſtones. 

And it came to paſs in the morning, when the meat- 
offering was offered, that behold there came water by 
the way of Edom, and the country was filled with water. 

And when all the Moabites heard that the kings were 
come up to fight againſt them, they gathered all that 
were able to put on armour, and upward, and ſtood i in 
the border. 

And they roſe up early in the morning, and the ſun 
ſhone upon'the water, 'and the Moabites ſaw We Wann 
on the other ſide as red as blood; | * 

And 
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And they” ſaid, This is blood: the kings are ſurely 
flain, and they have ſmitten —— now therefore, 
Moab, to the ſpoil, _,- 

And when they came to the camp of Iſrael the Iſ- 


— — 


raeclites roſe up and ſmote the Moabites, ſo that they fled 
before them; but they went rare ſmiting the b- 
ites, even in theiwicouptey.c. n 

Aad they beat down vial a wad on every good 
piece of land caſt every man his ſtone, and filled it; and 
they ſtopped all the wells of water, and felled all the 
good trees: only in Kir- haraſeth left they the ſtones 
thereof; how beit, the ſlingers went about it, and ſmote it. 

And when the king of Moab ſaw that the battle was 
too ſore for him, he took with him ſeven hundred men 
that drew ſwords to break through even NN 1 of 
Edom: but they could not. 

Then he took his eldeſt ſon that mould "Hers reloned 
in his ſtead, and offered him for a burnt offering upon the 
wall. And there was great indignation againſt Iſrael: 
and they departed from 2 * 8 to om cee 

| . a” et f a ei les 
L 5 r ce AND SOUR th * F 
| The rebellion of the Moabites was mentioned in a for- 
mer ſection; but we do not find that Ahaziah made any 
attempt to reduce tliem, notwithſtanding the tribute 
which the king of Moab paid was a conſiderable revenue 
to the crown. We may conclude,” from the general te- 
nor of Jehoſhaphatꝭs conduct, that he thought it his duty 
to aſſiſt the king of Iſrael in ſuch a cauſe, as he had rea- 
ſon to think he had renounced idolatry. The king of 
Edom, whole aid he required, was no more than a deputy 
under him. The plan, which Jehoſhaphat prapoſed, ap- 
| free a very politic one; but the execution of it brought 
the 
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the three kings into ſuch diftreſs, as nothing but the pro 
vidence of Gop could deliver them from. The king of 
Iſrael began to reproach the Lonxp as the author of their 
| misfortune; but Jehoſhaphat wiſely and piouſly wifhed 
to enquire, by the mouth of ſome holy prophet, by what 
means they might be relieved in this nnhappy ſituation, 
and whether the preſent e was agrecable to the 
Divine will. 

We may ſuppoſe that Eliſha attended this tedious 
march by the appointment of Gon, that he might prove 
by his counſels and direction, the chariot of Iſrael, and 
the horſemen thereof, as Elijah had formerly been *. It is 
likely that there were many in this combined army to 


whom the prophet was known, though he kept himſelf 


concealed from the kings, tall they ſhould with for his 
preſence. - 


Eliſha knowing that Jehoram was not reformed; though 


he had with intereſted views put away the image of 
Baal; he beheld him with a holy indignation, which fo 
much diſturbed his mind, that he required a mrufician to 
be ſent for; who, by playing on a harp and ſinging 
pſalms, calmed the tumult of his ſpirits. From this cir- 
cumſtance we may judge, that it is proper for thoſe who 
defire communion with God to keep their ſpirits quiet 
and ſerene, fince they are not prepared even for prayer 
and praiſe till they can lift up their thoughts to heaven, 
Eliſha was however guilty of no fin in his behaviour to 
Jehoram, as he kept his anger within due bounds, and 
diſmiſſed it ſo ſoon. 

The order which the prophet gave to the ſuppliant 
kings, to make the valley full of ditches, was to try their 
faith and obedience. The ſupply of water, he foretold, 
which could not come by natural means, was an earneſt 
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of the victory which was alſo promiſed. It is ſuppoſed, 
that on this occaſion the water miraculouſly ſprang from 
ſome of the fountains, of the great deep (the Abs, 
which! is thought to be in the centre of the earth), which, 
like 2he waters above the fermament, are under the controul 
and direction of the GREAT CREATOR. 

It is obſervable, that this relief came juſt at the time 
of offering the morning ſacrifice at the Temple in Jeru- 
ſalem. There was in thoſe days a fixed hour of prayer; 

and it ſeems to have been the cuſtom of thoſe amongſt 
God's faithful people, who were at a diſtance from the 
Holy Altar, to preſent their petitions to the Alumi 
at the ſame hour; by which means they, in a /piritual 
ſenſe, joined the congregation. 

The Moabites knew the valley was a dry one, and as 
there had not been any rain, they had no thoughts of its 
being full of water; and as they were not only unjuſt in 
their revolt from Iſrael, but contemners of God's holy 
religion, they were permitted to decerve themſelves to 
their deſtruction. 

_ The action of the king of Moab, in ſacrificing his 
eldeſt fon, fills us with horror. It is ſuppoſed he did it to 
obtain the favour of Chemoth, his idol. 


SECTION LIXVYI. 


THE conctueion OP THE REIGN OF JEHOSHAPHAT 


From 2 Chronicles, Ge; xx. 


Ir came to paſs after this alſo, that the children of 

Moab, and the children of Ammon, and with them other 

- beſides the Ammonites, came againſt Jehoſhaphat to 
batile. f 


Then 
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Then there came ſome that told Jehoſhaphat, ſaying, 
There cometh a great multitude againſt thee from be- 
yond the ſea on this fide Syria, and behold, they be in 
Hazazon-tamar, which is in En-gedi. 

And Jehoſhaphat feared, and ſet himſelf to ſeek the 
Lox, and proclaimed a faſt throughout all Judah. 

And Judah gathered themſelves together to atk help of 
the LoxÞ: even out of all the cities ng came 
to ſeek the Lonv. 

And Jehoſhaphat ſtood in the congregation of Judah 
and Jeruſalem, in the houſe of the Lorp, before the new 
court, and ſaid, O Lon Gop of our fathers, art not thou 
Gop in heaven; and ruleſt not thou over all the king- 
doms of the heathan; and in thine hand is not there power 
and might, ſo that none is able to withſtand thee? 

Art not thou our Gop, who-didit drive out the inhabi- 
tants of this land before thy people Iſrael, and gaveſt it 
to the ſeed of Abraham thy friend for ever? And they 
dwell. therein, and have built thee a ſanQtuary therein 
for thy name, ſaying, If when evil cometh upon us, as 
the ſword, judgment, or peſtilence, or famine, we ſtand 
before this houſe, and in thy preſence, (for thy name 
is in this houſe) and cry unto thee in our — then 
thou wilt hear and help? 

And now behold, the children of Ammon, and Moab, 
and mount Seir, whom thou wouldeſt 
vade when they came. out of the land H Egypt, but 
they turned from them, and deſtroyed them not; Behold, 
I fay, how they reward us, to come to caſt us out of thy 
poſſeſſion, which thou haſt given us to inherit. 

O our Gon, wilt thou not judge them? for we have 


no might againſt this great eompany that cometh againſt 


3 know we what to do; but our eyes are upon 


And 


let Iſrael in- 
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- into the wilders 
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And all Judah ſtood before the Lox, with their little 


ones, their wives and their children. 15 

Then upon jaliazel the ſon of Zechariah, the ſon of 
Benaiah, the ſon of Jeiel,” the ſon of Mattaniah, a Levite 
of the ſons of Aſaph, came the ſpirit of the Loxp in the 
midſt of the congregation ; And he ſaid, Hearken ye, all 


Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and thou king 


Jehoſhaphat. Thus ſaith the I. on D unto you, Be not 
afraid nor diſmayed, by reaſon of this great multitude; 
for the battle is not yours, but Gop's. _ 

To-morrow go ye down againſt them; behold, they 
come up by the cliff of Ziz, and ye ſhall find them at the 
end of the brook, before the wilderneſs of Jeruel, 

Ye ſhall not need to fight in this battle: ſet yourſelves, 
ſtand ye ſtill, and ſee the ſalvation of the Loxp with 
you, O Judah and Jeruſalem : fear not, nor be diſmayed : 
to-morrow go out . them: for the Loxpd will be 
with you. 

And Jehoſhaphat deved his head with his face to the 
ground: and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem 
fell before the Loxp, worſhipped the Lox. 

And the Levites of the children of the Koathites, and 
of the children of the Korhites, ſtood up to praiſe the 
Lon Gop of Iſrael with a loud voice on high. 

And they roſe early in the morning, and went forth 
ſs of Tekoa: and as they went forth, 
Jehoſhaphat, fovq, and ſaid, Hear me, O Judah, and ye 
inhabitants of Jeruſalem; Believe in the Loxp your Gop, 
ſo ſhall ye be eſtabliſhed : belieye his prophets, lo ſhall 
ye proſper. 

And'when he had conſulted with the people, he ap- 
pointed fingers unto the Lon, that ſhould praiſe the 


beauty of holineſs as they went out before the army, and 


Ws Praife the Lok; for his mercy endureth for ever. 
And 
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And when they began to ſing and to praiſe, the Loxw 
ſet ambuſhments againit the children of Ammon, 
Moab, and mount Seir, which were come againit Judah; 
and they were ſmitten. | 

For the children of Ammon and Moab flood up 
againſt the inhabitants of mount Sear, utterly to ſlay and 
deſtroy them: and when they had made an end of the 
inhabitants of Seir every one helped to deſtroy another. 

And when Judah came toward the watch-tower in 
the wilderneſs, they looked unto the multitude, and be- 
hold, they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, and none 
eſcaped. 

And when Jehoſhaphat and his people came to take 
away the ſpoil of them, they found among them in 
abundance both riches with the dead bodies, and pre- 
cious jewels, which they ſtripped off for themſelves, 
more than they could carry away : and they were three 
days in gathering of the ſpoil : it was ſo much. 

And on the fourth day they affembled themſelves in 
the valley of Berachah: for there they bleſſed the Lorp. 
Therefore the name of the ſame place was called, 'The 
valley of Berachah, unto this day. 

Then they returned every man of Judah and Jeruſa- 
lem, and Jehoſhaphat in the fore-tront of them, to go 
again to Jeruſalem with joy : for the Lonp had made 
them to rejoice over their enemies. ns 

And they came to Jeruſalem with pſalteries, and harps, 
and trumpets, unto the houſe of the Lo Rp. 

And the fear of Gop was on all the kingdoms of 
thoſe countries, when they had heard that the Lon 
fought againſt the enemies of Iſrael. 

So the realm of Jehoſhaphat was quiet: for his Gon 
gave him reſt round about. 

And Jehoſhaphat reigned over PR he was thirty 
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and five years old when he began to reign, and he reign- 
ed twenty and five years in Jerufalenr. And his mo- 
ther's name was Azubah, the daughter of Shilhi. 

And he walked in the way of Aſa his father, and de- 
parted not from it, doing that which was right in the 
fight of the Loxp. | 

Howbeit, the high places were not taken away : for 
as yet the people had not prepared their hearts unto the 
God of their fathers, | 

Now Jehoſhaphat flept with his fathers, and was 
buried with his fathers in the city of David. And Jeho- 


ram his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 


Before Jehoſhaphat went with Jehoram king of Iſrael 
on the expedition againſt the Moabites, he had taken 


great pains for the reformation of his own people, and 


the due adminiſtration of juſtice in his kingdom: and 
we have reaſon to believe, that he renewed his atten- 
tion to theſe important objects when he returned to 
Jeruſalem, and, it is likely, expected the uſual bleflings 
of peace and profperity; but he was threatened with 
a powerful invaſion from the Moabites, who in revenge 
forhis aſliſting Jehoram, had collected a confederate army, 
and marched within a few miles of his capital before he 
had notice of their deſign, Jehoſhaphat's conduct on 
this occafion was truly conſiſtent with his duty as &ing of 
Judul; for he did not begin with warlike preparations, 
but was ſolicitous i to ſecure the favour of Gon by hu- 
miliation and prayer. The people readily aticmbled to 

join with him, earneſtly ſeeking the aid of the Lox. 
The prayer which ;ehoſhaphat offered up on this 
oecaiton, 
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occaſion, is deſervedly accounted one of the moſt excel- 
lent in ſacred hiſtory *.” A gracious anſwer was ſent by 
the prophet Ichaziel, and the king and people of Ju- 
dah ſoon found, by joyful experience, how ſafe it was to 
put their whole truſt aud confidence in the ſalvation of 
the Loxp, who certainly would not have permitted theſe 
haughty foes to invade His land, when the king was 
faithful and the people obedient, if he had not intended 
to convince them, by a miraculous deliverance, that none 
ſhould prevail againſt them if they believed his holy 
word, and ſerved him with a willing mind. 

It is ſuppoſed that the "combined army was lying in 
ambulh in different parts, to ſurpriſe the Iſraelites, when 
the Lon ſtruck them with ſuch terror and confuſion, 
that they knew not friends from foes, but deſtroyed 
each other f. 

It muſt have been a moſt tranſporting fight to the in- 
habitaots of Jeruſalem, to behold Jehothapbat and his 
troops return laden with coftly ſpoils, mn 
finging the praiſes of the Lord ! 

The honour which the king of Judah had loſt in the 
cyes of the ſurrounding. nations by joining himſelf with 
Ahab and Ahaziah, was now reſtored, and peace, - with 
all its train of bleſſiogs, crowned the end of his days. 

Jeheſhaphat himſelf continued ſtedfaſt in the ſervice 
of Gor, and did every thing in his power to complete 
the reformation of his people. But though his autho- 
rity obliged them to attend to the ordinances of religion, 
and they were on ſome occaſions influenced by his ex- 
hortations and example, to turn to the Lonxp with fince- 
rity, piety had not taken deep root in their hearts, or they 
certainly would have been ſolicitous to remove the high 
places, and ſerye Gop in a manner perfectly agreeable 


* See Patrick's Commentary. + Ibid, 
P2 to 
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to his Divine inſtitutions; as they had not only the 
Temple to reſort to, but, in various places, prieſts and 
Levites attended to expound the Jaw. 

The good king Jehothaphat certainly was one of the 
beſt monarchs that ever ſat on the throne of Judah : he 
never diſcovered the leaft inclination to idolatry, nor do 
we read of his committing any fin, excepting that of 
forming alliances with the wicked kings of Iſrael, into 
which he ſeems to have fallen through the want of con- 
fideration, owing to a precipitate diſpoſition of mind, or 
a too ready defire of obliging others; but the leatt re- 
monſtrance or reproof” brought him to a ſenſe of his 
duty, and he haſted to repent and regain the favour of 
Gop. Jehoſhaphat's behaviour, in reſpect to the invaſion 
ef the Moabites, abounds with inſtruction worthy of 
the attention of all the kings of the earth, 


SECTION LXVII. 


NAAMAN, THE SYRIAN GENERAL, CURED OF HIS LEPROSY 
BY ELISHA. 


From 2 Kings, Chap. v. 


Now Naaman, captain of the hoſt of the king of Syria, 
was a great man with his maſter, and honourable ; be- 
cauſe by him the Lorp had given deliverance unto 
Syria: he was allo a mighty man in valour; but he was 
a leper. 

And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had 
brought away captive out of the land of Iſrael a little 
maid; and ſhe waited on Naaman's wife. 

And ſhe ſaid unto her miſtreſs, Would God my lord 
were with the prophet that is in Sargaria ! for he would 


recover him of his leproſy. | 
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And one went in and told his lord, ſaying, Thus and 
thus (aid the maid that is of the land of 1irael, | 

And the king of Syria ſail, Go to, go, and I will fend 


a letter unto the king of Iſracl. And Naaman departed, 


and took with him ten talents of filver, and fix thouſand 
pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment, / 

And he brought the letter to the king of Iſrael, ſay- 
ing, Now when this letter is come unto thee, behold, I 
have therewith ſent Naaman my fervant to thee, that 
thou mayeſt recover him of his leproſy, 

And it came to paſs, when the king of Iſrael had read 
the letter, that he rent his clothes, and ſaid, Am J God; 
to kill and to make alive, that this man doth fend unto 
me to recover a man of his leproſy ? wherefare conſider, 
I pray you, and fee how he ſeeketh a quarrel againſt me. 

And it was fo, when Eliſha the man of Gop had heard 
that the king of Iſrael had rent his clothes, that he tent 
to the king, faying, Wherefore haſt thou rent thy 
clothes? let him come now to me, and he ihall know 
that there is a prophet in Iſrael. 

So Naaman came with his horſes and with his chariot; 
and ſtood at the door of the houſe of Eliſha. 

And Elitha ſent a meſſenger unto him, ſaying, Go 
and wath in Jordan ſeven times, and thy fleſh ſhall come 
again to thee, and thou ſhalt be clean. 

But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and ſaid, 
Behold, I thought, He will ſurely come out to me, aud 
ſtand, and call on the name of the Loxp his Gop, and 
ſtrike his hand over the place, and recover the leper. 

Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damaſcus, bet- 
ter than all the waters of Iſrael? may I not waſh in 
them, and be clean? So he turned and went away in 
a rage, 

And his ſervants came near, and ſpake unto him, and 

P3 ſaid, 
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faid, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do ſome 
great thing, wouldeſt thou not have done it? how much 
rather then, when he ſaith to thee, Walſh, and be clean? 

Then went he down, and dipped himſelf ſeven times 
in Jordan, according to the ſaying of the man of 
Gop: and his fleſh came again like unto the fleth of a 
little child, and he was clean. 

And he returned to the man of Gop, he and all his 
company, and came and ftood before him: and he faid, 
. Behold, now I know that there is no Gow in all the 
earth, but in Iſrael ; now therefore, 1 pray thee, take a 
bleſting of thy ſervant. 

But he ſaid, As the Lonp liveth, before whom I ſtand, 
T will receive none. And he urged him to take it; but 
he refaſed. 5 | 

And Naaman ſaid, Shall there not then, I pray thee, 
be given to thy ſeryant two mules burden of earth? for 
thy ſervant will henceforth offer neither burnt-offering 
nor ſacrifice unto other gods, but unto the Lok. 

In this thing the Lonp pardon thy ſervant, that when 
my maſter goeth into the houſe of Rimmon to worſhip 
there, and he leaneth on my hand, and I bow myſelf 
in the houſe of Rimmon, when I bow down myſelf in 
the houſe of Rimmon, the Lonp pardon thy ſervant in 
this thing. 

And he ſaid unto him, Go in peace. So he 325 
from bim a little way. 

But Gehazi the ſervant of Eliſha the man of Gop ſaid, 
Behold my maſter hath ſpared Naaman this Syrian, in 
not receiving at his hands that which he brought: but 
as the Loxp liveth, I will run after him, aud take ſome- 
what of him. 

So Gehazi followed after Naaman : and when Naa- 
man ſaw him running after him, he lighted down from 


the chariot to meet him, and ſaid, Is all well? 
2 | And 
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And he ſaid, All is well. My maſter hath ſent me, 
ſaying, Behold, even now there be come to me from 
mount Ephraim two young men of the ſons of the pro- 
phets: give them, I pray thee, a talent of filver and two 
changes of garments. 

And Naaman ſaid, Be content, take two talents. And 
he urged him, and bound two talents of ſilver in two 
bags, with two clranges of garments, and laid them upon 
two of his fervants, and they bare them before him. 

And when he came to the tower, he took them from 
their hand, and beſtowed them in the houſe; and he let 
the men go, and they departed. — 

But he went in, and ſtood before his maſter: and 
Eliſha ſaid unto him, Whence comeſt thou, Gehazi? 
And he faid, Thy ſervant went no whither, 

And he ſaid unto him, Went not mine heart with 
thee, when the man turned again from his chariot to 
meet thee? Is it a time to receive money, and to re- 
cetve garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, and ſheep, 
and oxen, and men ſervants, and maid ſervants ? 

The leproſy therefore of Naaman ſhall cleave unto 
thee, and unto thy ſeed for ever. And he went out 
from his pcefence a leper as white as ſnow, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


Naaman is ſuppoſed to have been the general who 
commanded in that memorable battle in which Ahab 
king of Iſrael was ſlain. The little maid who waited 
upon Naaman's wife, was a ſervant of the true Gop, 
and zealous to make his glory known. Naaman gave 
a ready ear to his ſervant's relation of the wonderful 
miracles wronght by the hand of Eliſha ; but before he 
went to ſeek for a cure in an enemy's country, it was 
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yoquifits he ſhould gain permifion from his own fo- 
vereign. The king of Syria, to do honour to his general, 
gave him a letter; but too proud to addreſs himſelf to 
Eliſha, thinking that the king could command the pro- 
phet to exert his ſkill in Naaman's favour, he addreſſed 
his letter to Jehoram. | 

Elitha, though at ſome diftance from the king of If- 
racl, knew by a Divine impulſe what was tranſacting, 
qnd that the Loxp would cure Naaman; it was in con- 
te quence of his being divinely * that Eliſha ſeut 


to Jehoram. 


aaman doubtleſs expected to be treated by the pro- 
phet with diſtinction, ſuitable to the pomp and grandeur 
ot his retinue, and thought it a contempt put upon the 


rivers of Syria, when Elitha ordered him to dip ſeven 


times in Jordan. However, when he had made the ex- 
periment, Naaman was convinced of the power of Gop, 
and felt the higheft eſteem and gratitude for his pro- 
phet. He defired to carry ſome of the earth of the land 
of Iſrael with him, either becauſe he thought to make 
an altar of it, or with a view to ere&t a monument in 
memory of his aſtoniſhing cure. Why his requeſt was 
refuſed, we are not told. The Syrian general now re- 
pented that he had ever entered a temple dedicated to 
an idol, 

Some of the learned are of opinion, that the text re- 
ſpecting Naaman's boxing himpelf in the houſe of Riuuovx, 
ſhonld have been rendered as follows: In this thing the 
Lok o pardon thy ſervant, that when my maſter WENT into 
the houſe of Rimmon to worſhip there, and HE LEANED on 
my hand, and I Bow eD myſelf in the houſe of Rimmon, the 


Lokp pardon thy ſervant in this thing: that I powep - 


myſelf in the houſe of Rimmon, It is obſerved, that this 


conltruttion ſeems beſt to agree with the reſt of Naa- 
man's 
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man's diſcourſe ; may it not therefore be inferred from it, 
that this general never went by c/oice into the idol's tem- 
ple, but worſhipped in private the unknown Gop ; who, 
as a reward for his good intentions, revealed himielf to 
him in ſo gracious and wonderful a manner ? 

As this was an affair in which the honour of GOD 
was concerned, the Loxp revealed to Eliſha what Ge- 
hazi had done. This wicked ſervant was ſoon convinced 
that the Hot Gop, whole Spirit inſpired Eliſha, could 
not be deceived; and that “ thoſe who get wealth by 
fraud and injuſtice, cannot expect either the comfort or. 
continuance of it. * 

« The general inſtruction that may be collected from 
the hiſtory of Naaman, is this, that no ſtate of life 18 
exempt from misfortune; and that what we eſteem the 
ſevereſt calamities, are often productive of the greateſt 
benefits. Had Naaman enjoyed health, as well as ho- 
nour and ſucceſs; had he had nothing to divide his at- 
tention but the triumphs of the field and the pleaſures of 
the court, he might indeed have continued a favourite 
with his prince, and an idol of the people; but he would 
ever have remained a ſtranger to his Gop. 

„There is nothing but religion that can make us 
truly honourable; nothing but the favour of the Su- 
FAEME BEING that can make us truly happy.” 


SECTION LXVIII. 


THE CONTINUATION OF THE REIGN OF JEHORAM (OR 
JORAM) KING OF ISRAEL. 


From 2 Kings, Chap. vi. 


Tux the king of Syria warred againſt Ifrael, and 
took counſel with his ſervants, ſaying, In ſuch and ſuch 
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And the man of Gop ſent unto the king of Irael, 
ſaying, Beware that thou paſs not ſuch a place; for 
thither the Syrians are come down. 

And the king of Iſrael ſent to the place which the 
man of Gop told him and warned him of, and ſaved 
himſelf there not once nor twice. 

Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was ſore 
troubled for this thing; and he called his ſervants, and 
ſaid unto them, Will ye not ſhew me which of us is for 
the king of Ifrael? 

And one of the ſervants ſaid, None, my lord, O king: 
but Eliſha the prophet, that is in Iſrael, telleth the king 
of Iſrael the words that thou ſpeakeſt in thy bed- 
Chamber. 

And he ſaid, Go, and ſpy where he is, that I may ſend 
and fetch him. And it was told him, ſaying, Behold, 
he is in Dothan. | : 

Therefore ſent he thither horſes and chariots, and a 
great hoſt : and they came by night, and compaſſed the 
city about, 

And when the ſervant of the man of Gop was riſen 
early, and gone forth, behold an hoſt encompaſſed the 
city, both horſes and chariots. And his ſervant ſaid 
unto him, Alas, my maſter ! how ſhall we do? 

And he anſwered, Fear not: for they that be with us 
are more than they that be with them. 

And Elitha prayed, and ſaid, Lonp, I pray thee, open 
his eyes that he may ſee. And the Lorp opened the 
eyes of the young man: and he ſaw : and behold the 
mountain was full of horſes and chariots of fire round 
about Eliſha. 

'And when they came down to him, Eliſha prayed 
unto the Lon p, and ſaid, Smite this people, I pray thee, 
with blindneſs. And he ſmote them with blindneſs, 
according to the word of Eliſha, 

And 
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And Eliſha ſaid unto them, This is not the way, 
neither is this the city, follow me, and I will bring you 
to the man whom ye ſeek. But he led them to Samaria. 

And it came to paſs when they were come into Sa- 
maria, that Eliſha ſaid, Lokp, open the eyes of theſe 
men that they may ſee. And the Loxp opened their 
eyes, and they ſaw: and behold they were in the midſt 
of Samaria. 

And the king of Iſrael ſaid unto Eliſha, when he ſaw 
them. My father, ſhall I ſmite them; ſhall I ſmite 
them? and he anſwered, Thou ſhalt not ſmite them: 
wouldeſt thou {mite thoſe whom thou haſt taken cap» 
tive with thy ſword and with thy bow? Set bread and 
water before them that they may eat and drink, and go 
to their maſter. 2 

And he prepared great proyifion for them: and when 
they had eaten aud drunk, he ſent them away, and they 
went to their maſter. So the bands of Syria came no 
more into- the land of Iſrael. 


ANNOTATIONS Axp REFLECTIONS. 


There. is reaſon to ſuppoſe, that Naaman was ro- 
moved from the command of the army, either for re- 
fuſing to attend his ſovereign into the temple of Run- 


mon, or from a ſuſpicion that he would favour a peo- 


ple, in whoſe land he received ſo extraordinary a mercy. 
The fame of Eliſha was doubtleſs ſpread amongſt the 
Syrians by Naaman, and thoſe who had been witnefles 
of his cure; and it was natural for them to imagine, 
that this prophet was endued with ſuch a degree of 
knowledge as to be able to diſconcert all the ſecret de- 
ſigns of Ren-hadad. 

Eliſha at this time reſided at Dothan, which was not 


far from Samaria. Though he knew by Divine infpira= 
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tion, that the king of Syria was reſolved to ſeize him, 
and had ſent out a great army to encompaſs the city, | 
Eliſha continued quite calm and ſerene, knowing that | 
he was guarded by that heavenly boſt who, we are | 
told in Scripture, encamp about thoſe that fear the Lox | 
to deliver them x. Mortal eyes, indeed, cannot behold | 
theſe heavenly guardians, unleſs opened by the miracu- 
lous power of Gop, as in the caſe of Eliſha and his ſer- 
vant; but as it is recorded in holy writ that they have 
been made viſible to ſuch choſen witneſſes, we may 
ſafely believe the truth of their exiſtence and miniſtry, 

The ſame Almighty Being who enlightened the eyes 
of the prophet and his attendant, darkened thoſe of 
Ben-hadad's army: not that they were ſeized with ac- 
tual blindneſs, but their ſenſes and underſtandings were 
ſo confuſed, that they were unable to diſtinguiſh one 
thing from another. Theſe perſons had received command 
to go to the city where Eliſha was, not merely to Dothan, 
but without doubt to purſue him if he ſhould eſcape to 
another place: the prophet therefore told them no fa//iry, 
when he ſaid that was NOT the city, becauſe he whom 
they ſonght was not then in it; and as the event proves 
that he had no ill defign againſt them, he is acquitted of 
fin in leading them on to Samaria : if he had commanded 
the inhabitants to put them to the ſword, he might 
perhaps have been accuſed of treachery; though the 
practice of all nations towards their enemies, will juſtify 
his policy in thus deluding thoſe who came with a de- 
ſign to defiroy 4m, as a preparation to the deſtruction of 
Ais country. 

It muſt have been a great ſurpriſe to the king of Iſ- 
rael, to behold the Syrian hoſt thus conducted by Eliſha 
into the midit of his capital; but as he perceived it was 

® Pſalm xxxiv. 7. 
miraculous, 
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miraculous, he reſtrained his defire of cutting them off, 
and conſidering the prophet as his father and protector, 
gladly ſubmitted to his direction. 

Eliſha, by the providence of Gop, gained a glorious 
triumph over his perſecutors, and employed his ad- 
vantage even like a chriſtian, His behaviour had a na- 
tural tendency to turn their hatred againft Iſrael into 
eſteem, and to convert them to the worſhip of Ifrael's 
Gop. It anſwered the purpoſe of putting an end to 
the intended war; for Ben-hadad was intinudated from 
purſuing his defign, and made no more attempts to feize 
the perſon of Eliſha in the land of Iſrael. 


SECTION LXIS. 


THE CONTINUATION OF THE HISTORY OF JEHORAM 
(OR JORAM) KING OP ISRAEL, 
From 2 Kings, Chap. vi. vii. 

Axyp it came to paſs after this, that Ben-hadad king 
of Syria gathered all his hoſt, and went up and beſieged 
Samaria. ; 

And there was a great famine in Samaria: and behold, 
they befieged it until an afs's head was ſold for four- 
ſcore pieces of filver, and the fourth part of a cab of 
dove's dung for five pieces of ſilver, 

And as the king of Iſrael was paſſing by upon the 
wall, there cried a woman unto him, ſaying, Help, my 
lord, O king. 

And he ſaid, If the Lonp do not help thee, whence 
ſhall I help thee ? ont of the barn-floor, or out of the 
wine-preſs? And the king ſaid unto her, What aileth 
thee? And ſhe anſwered, This woman ſaid unto me, 
Give thy ſon, that we may eat him to-day, and we will 
eat. my ſon to-morrow. = 


So 
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80 we boiled my ſon, and did eat him: and I ſaid 

unto her on the next day, Give thy ſon, that we may cat 
Rim: and ſlie hath lid her ſon; 

And it came to paſs when the King heard the words of 
the woman, that he rent his clothes; and he paſſed by 
upon the wall, and the people looked, and behold he 
Had ſackcloth within upon his fleſh. 

Then he faid; Gop do ſo, and more alſo to me, if 
the head of Eliſha the ſon of Shaphat ſhall ſtand on him 
this day. 

But Eliſha ſat in his houſe; and the elders ſat with 
him: and the king ſent a man from before him: but 
ere the meſſenger came to him, Eliſha ſaid to the el- 
ders, See ye how this ſon of a murderer hath ſent to take - 
away mine head! look, when the meffenger cometh: 
ſhut. the door, and hold him faſt at the door: is not the 
ſound of his maſter's feet behind him? 

And while he yet talked with them, behold the meſ- 
ſenger came down unto him: and he ſaid, Behold, this 
evil is of the Lon p: what! ſhould I wait for the Loxp- 
any longer? 

Then Eliſha ſaid, Hear ye the word of the Loxp; thus 
faith the Log, To-morrow about this time ſhall a mea- 
fare of fine flour be ſold for a ſhekel, and two meaſures. 
of barley for a theke], in the gate of Samaria. | 
Then a lord, on whoſe hand the king leaned, anſwered : 
the man of Gop, and ſaid, Behold, if the Lok o would 
make windows in heaven, might this thing be? And he 
faid, Behold, thou ſhalt ſee it with thine eyes, but ſhalt: 
not eat thereof, 

And there were four'leprous men at the entering in at 
the gate; and they ſaid one to another, Why fit we here 
until we die? If we ſay, We will enter into the city, 
then the famine 3 is in the city, and we ſhall die there: 
and 
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and if we fit here, we die alſo. Now therefore come, 
let us fall unto the hoft of the Syrians : and if they ſave 
us alive, we ſhall live: and if they kill us, we ſhall 
but die. 

And they roſe up in the twilight to go unto the camp 
of the Syrians : and when they were come to the utter- 
moſt part of the camp of Syria, behold, there was no 
man there : 

For the Lonp had made the hoſt of the Syrians to hear 
a noiſe of chariots and a noiſe of horſes, even the noiſe 
of a great hoſt: and they-ſaid one to another, Lo, the 
king of Iſrael hath hired againſt us the kings of the Hit- 
tites and the kings of the Egyptians to come upon us. 

Wherefore they aroſe and fled in the twilight, and 
left their tents, and their horſes, and their aſſes, even the 
camp as it was, and fled for their life. 

And when theſe lepers came to the uttermoſt part of 
the camp, they went into one tent, and did eat and 
drink, and carried thence filver, and gold, and raiment, 
and went and hid it; and came again, and entered into 
another tent, and carried thence alſo, and went and 
hid it. 

Then they ſaid one to another, We do not well: this 
day is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace; if 
we tarry till the morning light, ſome miſchief will come 
upon us: now therefore come, that we may go and tell 
the king's houthold. 

So they came, and called unto the porter of the city : 
and they told them, ſaying, We came to the camp of the 
Syrians, and behold, there was no man there, neither 
voice of man, but horſes tied, and afles tied, and the 
tents as they were. 

And he called the porters; and they told it to the 
king's houſe within, 

And 
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And the king aroſe in the night, and ſaid unto his 
fervants, I will now ſhew you what the Syrians have 
done to us. They know that we be hungry ; therefore 
are they gone out of the camp, to hide themſelves in the 
field, ſaying, When they come out of the city, we ſhall 
catch them alive, and get into the city. 

And one of his ſervants anſwered and' ſaid, Let ſome 
take, I pray thee,. five of the horſes that remain, which 
are left in the city, (bchold' they are as all the multitude 
of Iſrael that are left in it: behold, I ſay, they are even 


as all the multitude of the Iſraclites that. are conſumed). 


and let us ſend and ſee. 
They took therefore chte hits and'the king 
ſent after the hoſt of the Syrians, ſaying, Go, and ſee. 


And they went after them unto Jordan: and lo, all 


the way was full of garments and veſſels, which the 
Syrians had caſt away in their haſte. And the meſſen- 
gers returned and teld the king. 


And the people went out, and ſpoiled the tents of the 
Syrians. So a meaſure of fine flour was ſold for a: 


ſhekel, and two meaſures of barley for a ſhekel, accord- 
ing to the word of the Loxp. 


And the king appointed the lord on whoſe hand he 


leaned to have the charge of the gate: and the people 


trode upon him in the gate, and he died, as the man of 
Gop had ſaid, who ſpake when the king came down 


to him. 


And it came to paſs as the man of Gop had ſpoken to 


the king, ſaying, Two meaſures of barley for a ſhekel, 
and a meaſure of fine flour for a ſhekel, ſhall be to- 
morrow about this time in the gate of Samaria: 

And that lord anſwered the man of Go, and ſaid, 
Now behold; if the Loxp ſhould make windows in hea- 
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ven, might ſuch a thing be? And he ſaid, Behold, thou 
(alt fee it with thine eyes, but ſhalt not eat thereof, 

And fo it fell out unto him: for the people trode 
upon him in the gate, and he died, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


The inhabitants of Samaria were reduced to the ut- 
moſt extremity of want, as we may judge from their 
paying the value of five pounds for an aſs's head, and to 
the amount of twelve or fifteen ſhillings for about three 
Englith pints of a coarſe kind of corn or pulſe, known 
then by the name of dove's dung, which perhaps it re- 
ſembled in appearance; but we may form a juſter idea 
of the miſerable ſtate of the Samaritans, from the 
Shocking circumſtance of a woman's eating her own 
child. Jehoram, though he appears to have been 
moved with compaſſion by this incident, was not pro- 
perly allected with the judgment which the LORD had 
eauted to fall on his kingdom. He did indeed, in com- 
pliance with the uſual cuſtom, in times of public cala- 
mity, put ſackcloth upon his fleſh; but he did not, as 
the good Jehoſhaphat had done, endeavour to gain 
pardon from the Sor REME BEING, by a general faſt and 
humiliation ; neither did he deſtroy the idols which till 
remained in the land of Ifrael, So far from having re- 
courſe to the prophet for his interceſhon with the Lon, 
the king vehemently proteſted that he would immediate- 
ly put Eliſha to death, as the cauſe of all this diſtreſs, 
repenting that he had followed his advice the preceding 
year, in ſparing the Syrian army, when he had them 
in his power, It appears that Eliſha was in expecta- 
tion of directions from the Loxp,what to ſay to the king 
of Iſrael; but as he did not receive any, and the caſe was 


perfectly clear to him, he thought he might venture, 


without 


({ 330 ) 
without immediate inſpiration, to declare to the king's 
meſſenger, that he was not the author of the calamity, 
for the thing was from the Lorp. Eliſna appears to 
hare been inſpired by the Holy Spirit immediately on 
the king's arrival; for he addreſſed himſelf to his ſo- 
vereign in that ſolemn form of words which prophets 
made uſe of as an introduction to their predictions 
when they ſpake by Divine authority: Hear ye ihe wword 
of the Loxp! Thus ſaitſi the Lord! 

It is needleſs to enlarge on the miraculous dehverance 
which it pleaſed Gop to grant to the Samaritans, be- 
cauſe we have had occaſion to confider others of a ſimi- 
lar nature. The terror of the Syrians was cauſed by 
ſome ſupernatural noiſe, which we cannot poſſibly de- 
ſcribe ; and therefore it is beſt not to indulge our minds 
in fruitleſs conjectures, on a point of no concern to 1. 
We muſt, however, remark the wonderful deliverance 
of the lepers, and the importance of their intelligence. 
They were caſt out and left by their countrymen to 
perith, becauſe they were conſidered as w/ele/s ; but the 
Lond, whoſe mercy is over all his works, took compaſ- 
fon on theſe miſerable creatures, and made them in- 
ſtrumental to the relief of thoſe who had ſo cruelly de- 
ſpiſed them 

We may underſtand from the king's ſuſpicions of a 
ſtratagem to betray the city, that he did not believe the 
prediction of the prophet, otherwiſe he would have 
acted as Jehoſhaphat did, when the Moabites invaded 
Judah. It appears, that the Samaritans had been under 
the neceſſity either of ſtarving their horſes for want of 
forage, or of eating them to ſatisfy their hunger; and 
that there were no more than five left in the city, two: 
enly of which were able to go out to the Syrian camp, 


It was not for the righteouſneſs of the king, or the peo- 
ple 
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| ple in general, but for the ſake of Gow's faithful ſervants, 


and in remembrance of the covenant with -Jacob, that 
Iirael was delivered. The proud nobleman, who ditbe- 
lieved the word of the Lonp, had reaſon to repent his 
infidelity, Gop's juſtice was glorified, and the predic- 
tion of Eliſha was fulfilled, for the nobleman ſaw the 
plenty, but did not live to tafte 1t. 

Though the city of Samaria, which had been ſo par- 
ticularly diſtreſſed, was plentifully relieved, there ſeems 
to have been a general ſcarcity in the land of Iſrael; for 


. we are told of a famine which laſted ſeven years; and 


there 15 reaſon to ſuppoſe, that Ben-hadad was permitted 
of the Lonxp to beſiege the capital city at this time, in 
order to humble Jehoram, and bring him to a ſenſe of his 
crimes, that he might put away idols, and exert his en- 
deavours to reform his people from thoſe fins for which 
the famine was inflicted. We have an account of ſeveral 
miracles performed through Eliſha, moſt of which ſeem 
to have been wrought in this time of tcarcity. | 


SECTION LXX. 
TEE WIDOW'S OIL MULTIPLIED, AND OTHER MIRACLES, 
From 2 Kings, Chap. iv. vi. and viii. 


Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the 
ſons of the prophets unto Eliſha, ſaying, Thy ſervant my 
huſband is dead; and thou knoweſt that thy ſervant did 
fear the Lorp: and the creditor is come to take unto 
him my two ſons to be bondmen. 

And Eliſha ſaid unto her, What thall I do for thee x 
tell mg: what haſt thou in the houſe? And ſhe ſaid, 
Thine handmaid hath not any thing in the- houſe ſave a 
pot of oil. 


Then 


1 


Then he ſaid, Go, borrow thee veſſel; abroad of all thy 
neighbours, even empty veſſels; borrow not a few. 

And when thou art come in, thou ſhalt ſhut the door 
upon thee and upon thy ſons, and fhalt pour out into all 
thoſe veſſels, and thou ſhalt ſet aſide that which is full. 

So ſhe went from him, and ſhut the door upon her and 
upon her ſons, who brought the veſſels to her, and the 
poured out, 

And it came to paſs when the veſſels were full, that 
ſhe ſaid unto her ſon, Bring me yet a veflel. And he ſaid 
tinto her, There is not a veſſel more. And the oil ſtayed, 
+ Then ſhe came and told the man of Gop: and he ſaid, 
Go, fell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy 
children of the reſt. | 

And it fell on a day, that Eliſha paſſed to Shunam, 
where was a great woman: and ſhe conſtrained him to 
eat bread. And foit was, that, as oft as he pailed by, he 
turned in thither to cat bread, 

And the ſaid unto her huſband, Behold now, ] per- 
ceive that this is an holy man of Gop which paſſeth by 
us continually, 

Let us make a little chamber, IT pray thee, on the wall; 
and let as ſet for him there a bed, and a table, and a ftoch, 
and a candleſtick : and it ſhall be, when he cometh to us, 


that he ſhall turn in thither. 


And it fell on a day that he came thither, and he 
turned into the chamber, and lay there. 
And he ſaid to Gehazi his ſervant, Call this Shunam- 
mite. And when he had called her, ſhe ſtood before him. 
And he ſaid unto him, Say now unto her, Behold, thou 
haſt been careful for us with all this care; what is to be 
done for thee ? wouldeſt thou be ſpoken for to the king, 
or-to the captain of the hoſt? And the anſwered, I dwell 
among mine own people. 
Aud. 
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And he ſaid, What then is to be done for her? And 
Gehazi anſwered, Verily the hath no child, and her huſ- 
band is old. 

And he ſaid, Call her. And when he had called her, 
ſhe ood in the door. | 

And he ſaid, About this ſeaſon, according to the time 
of life, thou ſhalt embrace a ſon. And the ſaid, Nay, 

my lord, thou man of Gop, do not lie unto thine hand- 
maid 

And the woman conceived, and bare a ſon at that 
ſeaſon that Eliſha had ſaid unto her, according to the 
time of life. | 

And when the child was grown, it fell on a day that 
he went out to his father to the reapers. 

And he ſaid unto his father, My head, my head. And 
he ſaid to a lad, Carry him to his mother. 

And when he had taken him, and brought him to his 
mother, he ſat on her knees till noon, and then died. 

And the went up, and laid him on the bed of the man 
of God, and ſhut the door upon him, and went out. 

And ſhe called unto her huſband, and ſaid, Send me, I 
pray thee, one of the young men, and one of the afles, 
that I may run to the man of Gop, and come again. 

And he ſaid, Wherefore wilt thou go to him to-day? 
it is neither new moon nor ſabbath. And ſhe ſaid, It 
ſhall be well. 

Then ſhe ſaddled an aſs, and ſaid to ki ſervant, Drive, 
and go forward; ſlack not thy Hung for me, except I 
bid thee. 

So the went and came unto the man of Go to mount 
Carmel And it came to paſs, when the man of Gop ſaw _ 
her atar off, that he ſaid to Gehazi his ſervant, Behold, 
Vonder i is that Shunatumite: 

Run now, I pray thee, to meet her; and Gay unto her, 

Is 
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Is it well with thee? is it well with thy huſband? is it 
well with the child? And the anſwered, It is well. 

And when ſhe came to the man of Gop to the hill, 
ſhe caught him by the feet: but Gehazi came near to 
thruſt her away. And the man of Gop ſaid, Let her 
alone; for her ſoul is vexed within her: and the ous 

bath hid it from me, and hath not told me. 
Ihen ſhe ſaid, Did I deſire a ſon of my lord? did I not 
lay, Do not deceive me? 

Then he ſaid to Gehazi, Gird up thy loins, and take 
my ſtaff in thine hand, and go thy way: if thou meet any 
man, ſalute him not ; and if any falute thee, anſwer him 
not again: and lay my ſtaff upon the face of the child. 

And the mother of the child ſaid, As the Loxp liveth, 
and as thy ſoul liveth, I will not leave thee. And he 
aroſe, and followed her. 

And Gehazi paſſed on before them, and laid the ſtaff 
upon the face of the child; but there was neither voice 
nor hearing: wherefore he went again to meet him, and 
told bim, ſaying, The child is not awaked. 

And when Eliſha was come into the houſe, behold, 
the child was dead, and laid upon his bed. 

He went in therefore, and thut the door upon them 
twain, and prayed unto the Lorp. 

And he went up, and Jay upon the child, and put his 
mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and 
his hands upon his hands, and he ftretched himſelf upon 
the child, and the fleſh of the child waxed warm. 

Then he returned, and walked in the houſe to and fro; 
and went up, and ſtretched himſelf upon him: and the 
child ſneezed ſeven times, and the child opened his eyes. 

And he called Gehazi, and ſaid, Call this Shunammite, 
So he called her: and when ſhe was come in unto him, 
he ſaid, Take up thy ſon, 

8 Then 
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Then ſhe went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed her- 
ſelf to the ground, and took up her ſon, and went out, 

Then ſpake Eliſha unto the woman, whoſe ſon he had 
reſtored to life, faying, Ariſe, and go thou and thine 
houſhold, and ſojourn wheretoever thou canſt ſojourn : 
for the Loxp hath called for a famine; and it ſhall alſo 
come upon the land ſeven years. 

And the woman aroſe, and did after the ſaying of the 
man of Gov: and ſhe went with her houſhold, and ſo- 
Fourned in the land of the Philiſtiues ſeven years. 

And it came to pals at the ſeven years end, that the 
woman returned out of the land of the Philiftines : and 
ſhe went forth to cry unto the king for her houſe and 
for her land. 

And the king talked with Gehazi the ſervant of the 
man of Gon, ſaying, Tell me, I pray thee, all the great 
things that Eliſha hath done. 

And it came to paſs, as he was telling the king how 
he had reſtored a dead body to life, that, behold, the 
woman, whoſe ſon he had reſtored to life, cried to the 
king for her houſe and for her land. And Gehazi ſaid, 
My lord, O king, this is the woman, and this is her fon, 
whom Eli tha Ned to life. | 

And when the king atked the woman, the told Rk 
So the king appointed unto her a certain officer, ſaying, 
Reſtore all that was her's, and all the fruits of the field 
fince the day that ſhe lett the land, even until now. 

And Eliſha came agam to Gilgal; and there was a 
dearth in the land, and the ſons of the prophets were 
hitting before him: and he ſaid unto his fervant, Set on 
the great pot, and feethe . for the ſons of the 
prophets. 

And one went om into the field to ”"—_ herbs, bad 
found a wild vine, and gathered thereof wild gourds his 


lap 
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lap full, and came and ſhred them into the pot of pottage: 
for they knew them not. 
So they poured out for the men to eat: and it came to 
paſs, as they were cating of the pottage, that they cried 
out, and ſaid, O thou man of Gon, there is death in the 
pot; and they conld not eat thereof. | 

But he ſaid, Then bring meal: and he caſt it into the 
Pot; and he ſaid, Pour out for the people, that they may 


eat: and there was no harm in the pot. 
And there came a man from Baalthaliſha, and brought 


the man of Gop bread of the firſt fruits, twenty loaves of 
barley, and full ears of corn in the hutk thereof: and he 
faid, Give unto the people, that they may eat. 

And his ſervitor ſaid, What! ſhould I ſet this before 
an hundred men? He ſaid again, Give the people, that 
they may eat: for thus ſaith the Lonp, They ſhall eat, 
and ſhall leave thereof. | 

So he ſet it before them, _and they did eat, and left 
thereof, according to the word of the Loxp. 

And the ſons of the prophets ſaid nnto Eliſha, Behold 
now, the place where we dwell with thee is too ſtrait 
for us. | 

Let us go, we pray thee, unto Jordan, and take thence 
every man a beam, and let us make us a place there 
where we may dwell. And he anſwered, Go ye. 

And one ſaid, Be content, I pray thee, and go with 
thy fervants. And he anſwered, I will go. 

So he went with them. And when they came to Jor- 
dan, they cut down wood. 

But as one was felling a beam, the axe head fell into 
the water: and he cried, and ſaid, Alas, maſter! for it 
was borrowed. 


Aud the man of Gop ſaid, Where fell it? And he 
ſhewed 
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ſhewed him the place. And he cut down a ſtick, and caſt 
it in thither, and the iron did ſwim. 


Therefore ſaid he, Take it up to thee, And he put 
out his hand, and took it. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


The law, which authoriſed the proceedings againſt the 
poor widow, ſeems to have been made originally to deter 
the Iſraelites from living beyond their income, which no 
one would have had occaſion to do if all the ordinances of 
Gop had been obſeryed in the land, becauſe the allotted 
portion of each family would have amply ſupplied their 
wants. But the revolutions, which had happened through 
the diſobedience of the LorD's people, had altered the 
caſe; arid numbers became poor by their own ſin and 
folly, many by the oppreſſion of others. 

We have read in what manner Jezebel had a 
the prophets ; and there 1s ſome reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
the poverty of this woman's huſband might be the conſe- _ 
quence of that queen's tyranny ; however it was, the man. 
had feared the Lonp, and his widow and children had a 
claim to the Drvixe MERC, becauſe Gop had graciouſly 
promiſed zo be a father to the fatherleſs, and a Auſband 10 
the widow. 

The remarks we lately made on the hiſtory of the wi- 
dow of Zarephath may be applied on the preſent occaſion, 

At the time Eliſha received ſuch kindneſs from the 
Shunammite, he was high in the favour of the king of 
Ifrael, and could have promoted the intereſt of her.and 
ber huſband; but this good woman had learnt to ſet 
bounds to her defires, and having the means of living 
fiitably to her rank in life, the declined his generous 
offer, thinking it ſafer and more agreeable to live among 
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thoſe friends whoſe ſociety ſhe had long been bnd 
to, than to enter on a new ſcene, merely for the gratifi- 
cation of ambitious views, which, when * are 
generally found inſatiable. 

This tranſaction is ſuppoſed to have happened a ſhort 
time after the deliverance of the kings of Iſrael, Jodab, 
and Edom, from the Moabites. 

The ſons of the prophets were aſſembled at Gilgal, in 
order to receive inſtructions from Eliſha. 

There is nothing in the nature of meal to correct the 
poiſonous quality of any other vegetable ſubſtance ; the 
recovery of the pottage was miraculous, and ſo was the 
multiplying of the loaves, 

The ſons of the prophets propoſed to build for them- 
ſelves a very bumble edifice, being poſſeſſed of no riches 
to pay either for materials or workmen, and therefore 
each man agreed to contribute his labour in cutting trees, 
and forming them into beams and planks; nay, fo great 
was their poverty, that ſome of them, we find, could not 
even purchaſe proper tools, but borrowed of their neigh- 
Hours. The loſs of an axe to thoſe who can eaſily pro- 
cure ſuch an inftrument appears very trifting ; but when 
we conſider, that no tree can be felled without tools, that 
it is not improbable the owner of the axe, which was 
dropped into the water, might get his own livelihood 
and provide for a family by cufting timber; that the 
young man who borrowed it was by the loſs rendered 
uſeleſs to his ſociety, and could not claim an apartment 
without aſſiſting in the building; and, above all, that his 
reputation was at ſtake, and even the honour of Gop con- 
cerned, that diſgrace ſhould not be brought on religion 
by an appearance of fraud, in one who profeſſed to be in 
a particular manner devoted to his ſervice : when we 
conſider all this, we cannot wonder that Eliſha ſhould 
think his diſciple's diſtreſs deſerving of his interceſſion, 

| We 
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We may conſider this incident as a proof that Gop 
will aſſiſt and reward thoſe who are honeſt and induſtri- 
ous, not by miracles indeed, for they have ceaſed, but 
frequently by the moſt unexpected means. 


SECTION IXI. 


BEN-HADAD'S MESSAGE TO ELISHA, 
From 2 Kings, Chap. viii. 


Axp Eliſha came to Damaſcus, and Ben-hadad the 
king of Syria was fick, and it was: told him, ſaying, 
The man of Gop is come hither. 

And the king ſaid unto Hazael, Take a preſent in 
thine hand, and go meet the man of Gop, and enquire of 
the Lonp by him, ſaying, Shall I recover of this diſeaſe? 
$0 Hazael went to meet him, and took a preſent with 
him, even of every good thing of Damaſcus, forty camels 
burden, and came and ſtood before him, and faid, Thy 
ſon Ben-hadad king of Syria hath ſent me to thee, ſay- 
ing, Shall I recover of this diſeaſe? | 

And Eliſha ſaid unto him, Go, ſay unto him, Thou 
mayeſt certainly recover; howbeit, the Lonxp hath 
ſhewed me that he ſhall ſurely die. 

And he ſettled his countenance ſtedfaſtly, until he 
was aſhamed : and the man of Gop wept, 

And Hazael ſaid, Why weepeth my lord? And he an- 
ſwered, Becauſe I know the evil that thou wilt do unto 
the children of Iſrael: their ſtrong holds wilt thou ſet on 
fire, and their young men wilt thou flay with the ſword, 
and wilt daſh their children, and rip up their women, 

And Hazael faid, But what, is thy ſervant a dog that 
he ſhould do this great thing? And Eliſha anſwered, The 
Loxp hath ſhewed me that thou ſhalt be king over Syria, 
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So he departed from Elitha, and came to his maſter; 
«who ſaid to him, What ſaid Eliſha to thee? and he an- 
ſwered, He told me that thou ſhouldeft ſurely recover. 
And it came to paſs on the morrow, that Hazael took a 
thick cloth, and dipped it in water, and ſpread it on the 
king's face, ſo that he died. Aud Hazael reigned in his 
iſtead. 9 85 N 


ANNOTATIONS AN D REFLECTIONS. 


We are not told for what purpoſe Eliſha went to Da- 
maſcus, but may conclude it was by divine appointment. 
It appears ſtrange, that Ben-hadad, who had hitherto been 
ſo inveterate againſt Eliſha, ſhould wiſh to conſult him in 
his illneſs; but the honour and reſpect he paid the pro- 
phet at this time ſhew, that he was convinced his late 
defeat was an act of omnipotent power, and his illneſs 
another judgment from the ſame Almighty hand; and, 
it is likely, he 1magined the prophet could inform him 
what would be the event of his diſeaſe, 
HFazael, who was ſent with the preſent to Eliſha, 1s 
ſuppoſed to have ſucceeded Naaman in the command of 
the army. He was the perſon whom Elijah had received 
command to anoint king of Syria; but for ſome reaſon, 
with which we are not acquainted, he did not do ſo; nor 
does it appear to have been done by Eliſha. 

The prophet knew, by divine inſpiration, not only that 
.Hazael would be ſovereign of Syria, and in courſe of time 
bring great miſeries upon Iſrael; but he ſeems to have been 
.acquainted alſo with the means by which he would 
aſcend the throne; for when he had informed Hazael, 
that Ben-hadad might recover, hut would ſurcly die, he 
fixed his eye ſtedfaſtly on him, till Hazael, confounded 
with the thoughts that his treacherous deſigns againſt his 


king were known to the prophet, was a/hamed ; and Eh- 
: ; | ſha, 
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ſha, ſhocked with the view which the Loxp gave him of 

the future calamities that would fall upon Iſrael, wept, 

which occaſioned Hazael to enquire the meaning of the 
extraordinary emotion: I is beeauſe I know (replied the 

holy man) ec that thou wilt do unto the children of 
Iſrael! 

Hazael was not cy offended at the prophet's ſuggei· 
tions, but ſurpriſed that he ſhould think him ſuch a mon- 
ſter; for though he might intend to prevent his king's 
recovery, he did not then ſuppoſe that he ſhould ever be 
capable of committing ſuch horrid barbarities as can 
only be practiſed by thoſe who have loſt every principle 
of humanity. Eliſha then informed him, this wickedneſs | 
would be the conſequence of his being king of Syria. 
Happy would it have been for Hazael, as well as for II- 
rael, if this prediction had induced him to examine his 
own heart, and endeavour to nip in the bud that fatal 
ambition which already tempted him to lift his murder- 
ous hand againſt his ſovereign ! But we find he informed 
Ben-hadad that Elitha ſaid, he ſhould certainly recover, 
and then ſeized the firſt opportunity of putting him to 
death, in ſo private a manner, that it was never even ſuſ- 
pected by the Syrians; for they would ſcarcely have raiſed 
to the throne one whom they knew to be the afſaſſin of 
a monarch, worthy, in their opinion, to be worthipped 
as a deity atter his death. 

In this paflage of ſacred hiftory, we have two remark- 
able inſtances of the influence which affliction and proſ- - 
perity have on the mind. Ben-hadad, who when he 
ſuppoſed himſelf able to command the prophet of the 
LosD, and conquer all nations, treated Eliſha with inſult, 
oppreſſion, and contempt ; reduced now to the bud. of 
languiſhment, found himſelt a poor helpleis creature; 
aud (recollecting, we may tuppole, the cure of Naainan) 
humbled himſelf, to court the favour of the prophet by 
Q3 valuable 
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valuable preſents, in hopes that he might be induced to 
reſtore him alto, or atleaſt to acquaint him with his fate; 
but, as Ben-hadad did not diſcover any figns of repent- 
ance and converſion, hc had no right to expect comfort 
or interceſſion from de an of Gop; and the time was 
now come when he as to receive the reward of his own 
arroganee aud impicty, by falling a victim to the ambition 
of another. | 

Hazael, whilſt he was a ſubject, ſeems to have been 
generally eſteemed; for we learn, that he was honoured 
with the confidence of his prince; and it appears that he 
was a favourite of the people, fince he was, without op- 
poſition, chofen to be king of Syria. From whence we 
may conclude, his conduct had been juſt and upright: and 
a ſenſe of reQitnde remained ſtrongly impreſſed on his 
mind, even when Eliſha warned him of the danger of 
_ aſpiring to the throne: but it is plain he did not know 
kimfelf, for when he became poſſeilſed of power he veri- 
fied the predictions of the prophet in every particular. 

This hiſtory teaches us, that it is very dangerous to 
indulge ambitious views, fince no one can poſſibly foreſee 
the guilt they may incur in the execution of them. It 
inſtructs us alſo to be contented in that ſtation wherein 
Gon has placed us, fince we have reaſon to ſuppoſe it is 
the propereſt for us. We are likewiſe admoniſhed to com- 
mit our ways unto the LorD, and intreat him to afliſt us 
by his grace in the government of our paſſions, ſince they 
are too apt to lead us into danger and fin *. 


* Sec a Sermon on this ſabjet by Dr. Blair, 
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SECTION LXXI. 
THE REIGN OF JEHORAM KING OF JUD AKH. 


From 2 Chronicles, Chap. xxi. 


AND Jehoram the ſon of Jehoſhaphat reigned in Judah 


after his father. 
And he had brethren the ſons of Jehoſhaphat, Aza-- 


riah, and Jehie), and Zechariah, and Azariah, and Mi- 
chael, and Shephatialr. All theſe were the ſons of Jeho- 
ſhaphat king of Iſrael. 


And their father gave them great gifts of ſilver and of 


gold, and of precious things, with fenced cities in Judah: 
but the kingdom gave he to Jehoram; becauſe he was the 
firſt- born. 


Now wien Jehoram was riſen up to the kingdom of 


his father, he ſtrengthened hiimſelf, and flew all his bre- 
thren with the ſword, and divers alſo of the princes ot 
Irael. 


Howbeit, the Lonn would not deſtroy the houſe of 


vid, becauſe of the covenant that he had made with 


David, and as he promiſed to give a light to him and to 


his ſons for ever. 


In his days the Edomites revolted from under the do- 


minion of Judah, and made themſelves king, 


Then Jehoram went forth with his princes, and all his 


chariots with him: and he roſe up by. night, and ſmote 


the Edomites which compaſſed him in, and the captains 


of the chariots. 


So the Edomites revolted from under the hand of Ju- 


dah unto this day. The ſame time alſo did Libnah revolt 


from under his hand; becauſe he had forlaken the Lomb - 


Gop of his fathers. 


Moreover, he made high places in the mountains of 
Q 4 Judah, 
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Judah, and cauſed the inhabitants of Jeruſalem to commit 
idolatry, and compelled Judah thereto. 

And there came a writing to him from Elijah the 
prophet, ſaying, Thus ſaith the Loxp Gop of David thy 
father, Becauſe thou haſt not walked in the ways of Je- 
hoſhaphat thy father, nor in the ways of Aſa king of 
Judah, 

But haſt walked in the way of the kings of Iſrael, and 
haſt made Judah and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem like 
the houſe of Ahab, and alſo haſt ſlain thy brethren of 
thy father's houſe, which were better than thyſelf: 

Behold, with a great plague will the Loxp ſmite thy 
people, and thy children, and thy wives, and all thy 
goods. 

And thou ſhalt have great ſickneſs by diſeaſe of thy 
bowels, until thy bowels fall out by reaſon of the fick- 
neſs day by day. 

Moreover, the Lonp irred up againſt Jehoram the 
ſpirit of the Philiſtines, and of the Arabians, that were 
near the Ethiopians. 

And they came up into Judah, and brake into it, and 
carried away all the ſubſtance that was found in the king's 
houſe, and his ſons alſo and his wives; ſo that there was 
never a ſon left him, ſave Jehoabaz the youngeſt of his 
ſons. - | 

And after all this the Loxp ſmote him in his bowels 
wiih an incurable diſeaſe. a 
And it came to pals that in proceſs of time, after the 

end of two years, his bowels fell out by reaſon of his 
ſickneſs: ſo he died of ſore diſeaſes. And his people 
made no burning for him, like the burning of his fathers. 

'Thirty and two years old.was he when he began to 
reign, and he reigned in Jeruſalem eight years, and de- 
parted without being deſired. How beit, they buried 

him 


Hit 
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him in the city of David, but not in the eder of the 
** 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


In order to connect the hiſtory of Judah, it will be ne- 
ceflary to read over again, before we proceed, the ſection 
which contains the latter part * the reign of king Je- 
hoſhaphat “. 

Jehoram had borne a ſhare in the government with 
his father for four years before the death of Jehoſhaphat. 
We have already read, that he was married to Ahab's 
daughter; and now we are informed of the unhappy con- 
ſequences of this improper alliance; for we may conclude*, 
that it was at the inſtigation of Athaliah, that Jehoram- 
flew his brethren, and introduced the worthip of Baal 
again into Jeruſalem. | 

It was natural to expect, that the judgments of Goy 
would follow this wickedneſs; and accordingly we find 
the Edomites refuſed to pay the uſual tribute, and ſet up 
a king of their own. This revolt completed the prediction 
ot Iſaac, that Eſau's puſterity ſhould ſhake off the yoke of Fa- 
cob ; which they did to effectually, that the Jews entirely 
loſt their dominion over them. Libnah alſo threw off its 

allegiance, and the Philiftines and Arabians ravaged the 
conntry, plundered the king's palace, and even carried 
away his wives and children. 

It is not eaſy to account for Elijah's ſending a writing 
to Jehoram. It is ſuppoſed that the word Eliſha ſhould 
be put inſtead of Elijah. This wicked king was permitted 
to reign but a ſhort time, and his death was evidently 
a judgment for his fins, fince the manner of it agreed ex- 
actly with the prophet's prediction. 

The gracious care of Gop for perpetuating the king- 
dom of Judah and the houſe of David, in remembranee 

* Section Ixvis | 
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of his covenant, was remarkably diſplayed. It certainly 
was for David's ſake that ſuch wicked kings were endured, 
For many generations, his name, by a ſucceſſion of mo- 
narchs deſcended from him, was kept up bright and 
illuſtrious, as a lamp 1s kept burning by a conſtant ſup- 
ply of freſh oil; and we ſhall read, that even when the 
King and people of Judah had ſo highly provoked the 
'Loxp, that he ſuffered them to be carried away from 
their own land, the name of David was ftill honoured, 
by promiſes of future and everlaſting glory, through a 
prince deſcended, from him: and his family was pre- 
ſerved, and his tribe had the pre-eminence, till the com- 
ing of the Meſſiah. 

We are told that Jehoram died wwirhout being deſired; 
by which we may underſtand, that he was hated by his 
people, who neither wiſhed for his life, nor lamented 
his death, It appears that the people had fallen into 


the cuſtom of burning dead bodies, like ſome of the 
heathen. 


SECTION LXXIII. 


THE REIGN OP AHAZIAH (CALLED ALSO * AZARIAN 
AND f JEHOAHAZ) KING OF JUDAH. 


From 2 Chron. Chap. xxii. 


Axp the inhabitants of Jeruſalem made Ahaziah Je- 
horam's youngeſt ſon king in bis ſtead. For the band 
of men that came with the Arabians to the camp had 
lain all the eldeſt. So Ahaziah the ſon of Jehoram* 
king of Judah reigned. | 

Forty and two years old was Ahaziah when he began 


* 2 Chron, Xii. 6. + 2 Chron. xxi. 17, and xxv. 23. 
; to 


„ * . * 


| 
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to reign, and he reigned one year in Jeruſalem, His 
mother's name allo was Athaliah the daughter of Oumri. 

He alſo walked in the ways of the houſe of Ahab: for 
his mother was his counſellor to do wickedly. 

| Wherefore he did evil in the fight of the Loy, like 
the houſe of Ahab: for they were his counſellors after 
the death of his father to his deſtruction. . 


ANNOTATIONS: AND REFLECTIONS. _ 


The hiſtory of king Ahaziah is ſo interwoven with 
that of Jehoram king of Iſrael, that it is difficult to ſe- 
parate them. He is ſaid to have been forty two years 
old when he began to reign; but this he could not be, 
according to his father's age; it is therefore ſuppoſed by 
the learned, that there is-ſome error in tranſcribing” 
this paſſage, and that he was only twenty-two years old. . 

Notwithſtanding Jehoram's life was preſerved by the 
particular Providence of Gop, when all his brethren + 
were ſlain, he ſuffered himſelf to be influenced by bad 
counſel and example to do wickedly. . One would have 
ſuppoſed that the heavy judgments which had fo lately 
been inflicted on his father, would have made ſome im 
pre ſſion on the mind of Ahaziah; but he ſeems to have 
been a confirmed 1dolator, and to have been educated in 
an habitual defiance and hatred of the Load, from his 
very infancy. 

We muſt now return to the hiſtory of the kings of 
Iſrael, | | 
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SECTION LXXIV. © I 
THF. REIGN or JEHU KING OP ISRAEL—THE DEATHS or 
JEZEBEL, JEHORAM KING OF ISKAEL, AND AHAZIAH t. 
KING OP JUDAH. x a 
From 2 Chron. Chap. xxii.—2 Kings, Chap. ix. , 
Axp Ahaziah king of Judah went with Jehoram the 
Jon of Ahab, to the war againſt Hazael king of Syria in ] 
Ramoth-gilead: and the Syrians wounded Jehoram. 1 
And king Jehoram went back to be healed in Jezreel 
of the wounds which the Syrians had given him at Ra- r 


mah, when he fought againſt Hazael king of Syria. And 

Ahaziah king of Judah went down to ſee Jehoram the 

1on of Ahab in Jezreel, becauſe he was fick. C 
And Eliſha the prophet called one of the children of T 

the prophets, and ſaid unto him, Gird up thy Joins, and 

take this box of oil in thine hand, and go to Ramoth- 


gilead. a J 
And when thou comeſt thither, look out there Jehu 1 
the ſon of Jehoſhaphat, the ſon of Nimſhi, and go in, | 
and make him ariſe up from among his brethren, and 1 
carry him to an inner chamber. | t 


Then take the box of oil, and pour it on his head, ond 

ſay, Thus ſaith the Lonp, I have anointed thee king 

over Iſrael: then open the door, and flee, and tarry not. 
So the young man, even the young man the prophet, , 


went to Ramoth-gilead. 8-1 
And when he came, behold, the captains of the hoſt C 
were fitting; and he ſaid, I have an errand to thee, O | 
Captain. And Jehu ſaid, Unto which of all us? and he IM © 
ſaid, To thee, O Captain. 11 


ANG he aroſe, and went into the houſe ; and he poured 
the 
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the oil on his head, and ſaid unto him, Thus ſaith the 
Loxp Gop of Iſrael, I have anointed thee king over the 
people of the Lok, even over Iſrael. | 

And thou ſhalt ſmite the houſe of Ahab thy maſter, 
that I may avenge the blood of my ſervants the prophets, 
and the blood of all the ſervants of the Lorp, at the 
hand of Jezebel. For the whole houſe of Ahab ſhall 
periſh. | 

And I will make the race of Ahab like the houſe of 
Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, and like the houſe of Baa- 
11a the ſon of Ahjah. 

And the dogs ſhall eat Jezebel in the portion of Jez- 

reel, and there ſhall be none to bury her. And he opened 
the door and fled. 

Then Jehu came forth to the ſervants of his lord : and 
one ſaid unto him, Is all well? wherefore came this 
mad fellow to thee? and he faid unto them, Ye know + 
the man and his communication, | ; 

And they ſaid, It is falſe: tell us now. And he ſaid, | 
Thus and thus ſpake he to me, ſaying, Thus ſaith the 
Loxp, I have anointed thee king over Iſrael, 

Then they haſted, and took every man his garment, and 
put it under him on the top of the ſtairs, and blew with 
trumpets, ſaying, Jehu is king. 

So jehu the ſon of Nimſhi conſpired againſt Jehoram, 
and Jehu ſaid, If it be your minds let none go forth nor 
eſcape out of the city to go tell it in Jezreel. 

So Jehu rode in a chariot, and went to Jezreel: for 
Jehoram lay there. And Ahaziah king of Judah was 
come down to fee Jehoram. 6 

And there ſtood a watchman on the tower in Jezreel, 
and he ſpied the company of Jehu as he came, and ſaid, 
] fee a company. | 

And Jehoram faid, Take an horſeman, and ſend to 

meet 
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meet them, and let him ſay, Is it peace? So there went 
one on horſeback to meet him, and ſaid, Thus ſaith the 
King, Is it peace? and Jehu ſaid, What haſt thou to do 
with peace? turn thee behind me. 

And the watchman told, ſaying, The 3 | 
to them, but he cometh not again. 

Then he ſent out a ſecond on hoſeback, which came 
to them, and ſaid, Thus ſaith the king, Is it peace? and 
Jehu anſwered, What haſt thou to do with peace? turn 
thee behind me. 

And the watchman told, aying; He came even unto 
tliem, and cometh not again; and the driving is like 
the driving of Ichu the ſon of Nimſhi; for he driveth 
furiouſly. 

And Jehoram faid, Make ready, And his chariot was- 
made ready. And Jehoram king of Iſrael and Ahaziah: 
king of Judah went out, each in his chariot, and they 
went out againſt Jehu, and met him in the portion of 
Naboth the Jezreelite. 

And it came to paſs when Jehoram ſaw Jehu, that he 
ſaid, Is it peace, Jehu ? and he anſwered, What peace, ſo. 
long as the whoredoms of thy mother Jezebel and her: 
witchcrafts are ſo many? And Jehoram turned his 
hands, and fled, and {aid to Ahaziah, There is treachery, 
O Ahaziab. 

And jehu drew a bow with his full ſtrength; and 
ſmote Jehoram between his arms, and the arrow went 
out at his heart, and he ſunk down in his chariot. 

Then ſaid Jehu to Bidkar his captain, Take up, and! 
caſt him in the portion of the field of Naboth the Jez- 
reelite. : | 

For remember how that, when Land thou rode to- 
gether after Ahab his father, the Lonp laid this burden 
upon him: Surely I have ſeen yeſterday the blood of 

Naboth, 
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Naboth, and the blood of his ſons, faith the Loxy: and 
I will requite thee in this plat, ſaith the Lonp, 

Now therefore take and caſt him into the plat of 
ground, according to the word of the Loxp. 

But when Ahaziah the king of Judah ſaw this, he fled 
by the way of the garden-houfe, and Jehu followed after 
him, and ſaid, Smite him alſo in the chariot. And they 
did ſo at the going up to Gur, which is by. lbleam. And 
he fled to Megiddo, and died there, 

And his ſervants carried him in a chariot to Jeruſalem, 
and buried him in his ſepulchre with his fathers in the 
city of David. 

And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard 
of it, and ſhe painted her face, and tired her head, and 
looked out at a window. 

And as Jehu entered in at the gate, ſhe ſaid, Had 
Zirari peace who flew his maſter? And he lifted up his 
face to the window, and ſaid, Who is on my fide? who? 
and there looked out to him two or three eunuchs. 

And he ſaid, Throw her down. So they threw her 
down: and ſome of her blood was ſprinkled on the wall, 
and on the horſes: and he trod her under foot. 

And when he was come in he did eat and drink, and 

faid, Go, ſee now this curſed woman, and bury her: for 
| the is a king's daughter. 

And they went to bury her: but they found no more 
of her than the 1kull, and the feet, and the palms of her 
hands, 

Wherefore they came again and told him. And he 
ſaid, This is the word of the Loxp which he ſpake by 
his ſervant Elijah the Tiſhbite, ſaying, In the portion of 

Jezreel ſhall dogs eat the fleſh of Jezebel. 

And the carcaſe of Jezebel thall be as dung upon the 
face of the field in the portion of Jezreel; ſo that they 
ſhall not ſay, This is Jezebel, 
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ANNOTATION 8 AND REFLECTIONS, 


"Rana gilead Was a los of long diſpute between 
Hrael and Syria; Jehoram had lately had an engage- 


ment with Hazael king of Syria not far from it, wherein 
he had received ſome very dangerous wounds, and was 


gone down to Jezreel to be cured of them. His army, 


however, continued the ſiege, under the command of 


Jehu, Who, in the king's abſenco, . acted as captain ge- 
neral. 

Jehu ſeems to have had no previous intimation of his 
appointment to the throne of Iſrael; neither do we read 
that he had any intention to raiſe a conſpiracy againſt 


his ſovereign ; but when commanded of Gop, it was his 


duty to obey. It is very ſhocking to read of ſuch a 
dreadful maſſacre as was made on this occaſion, but if 
we recollec the great number of juſt and innocent per- 
ſons, who had been put to death by the houſe of Ahab 
in defiance of Gop , HiMsELF, we cannot but acknow- 
ledge the juſtice of the SuertmE BEING, in bringing 
ſach judgments upon their murderers; eſpecially as he 
had cauſed his prophet Elijah' to warn them that he 
ſhould do ſo, unleſs they wonld repent. 

Jezebel,” and the whole houſe of Ahab, were con- 
firmed idolators, notwithſtanding | the Loxp had gra- 
ciouſly employed various means to convert them, They 
had been afflicted with adverſity to humble their minds; ; 
prophets had been. ſent, and miracles wrought, to de- 
liver them from diſtreſs, yet they hardened their hearts; 


and as their numbers increaſed, would, if they had been 


ſuffered to live, have corrupted many, who were now 

- inſtructed by the miſerable fate of theſe- ſinners to per- 
ſevere in the worſhip of the Loxp. 

It i is needleſs to comment on the * of rr 

ä fate; 
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fate; the prophecy of Eliſha was literally fulfilled in 
every reſpect, IT 

Ahab had ſeventy ſons in Samaria. It is ſuppoſed, 
that thoſe who had the care of the young princes, fled 
with them from Jezreel to that city, thinking they 
would be ſafeſt in the capital: but it appears , that 
Jebu wrote letters to the rulers of that place, ſaying, 
« as you have your maſter's ſons with you, alſo chariots and 
horſes, and are in a-fenced city, ſet up one of them for a 
king, and fight for your maſter's houſe :” thele letters were 
ironical; for he could not ſappoſe they would venture, 
in the preſent ſituation of affairs, to ſet up one of Ahabs 
ſons in competition with him, who was proceeding, ' 
with ſo much impetuoſity, to deſtroy the houſe of Ahab; 
thoſe to whom theſe letters were addrefled were greatly 
intimidated, and returned him for anſwer, Hat they 
would do that which was good in his eyes; on which he 
wrote them a ſecond letter, requiring them to bring the 
heads of their maſter's ſons to him in Jezreel : they were 
eaſily induced, for their own ſafety, to become them- 
ſelves the executioners of the young princes; “ thoſe, 
who have been falſe to their Gop, are ſoon perſuaded to: 
be falſe to their friends;” and they accordingly flew 
them all, and ſent their heads in baſkets to Jezreel, 
which Jehn commanded to be laid in two heaps at the 
entering of the gate, till the morning; when, addreſſing 
himſelf to the rulers of Jezreel, he juſtified, from their 
action, his own treatment of the other perſons in Abab's 
family; for if the guardians of the young princes were 
Hlameleſs tor killing ſo many perſons by his order, ſurely 
he was not to be condemned for what he had done by 
Divine command. 


Jehu then proceeded to ſlay the reſt of Ahab's houſe, | 
* 2 Kings, chap. x. 
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till he left none remaining in Jezreel: purſuing his way 
to Samaria, he met ſome of the brethren of Ahaziah, 
amounting to forty perſons, who were going to viſit the 
children of the king and the queen of Iſrael; theſe he 
killed alſo, for they were juftly included in the deſtruction 
of this wicked race, as their father had entered into ſo 
intimate an alliance with Ahab's family, and imitated 
him in ſome of his worſt crimes: they are ſuppoſed to 
ha ve been ſome of Athaliah's relations, 

Jehu next reſolved to cut off all the worſhippers of 


Baal; for this purpoſe he cauſed a ſolemn affembly to be 


ealled, and commanded every one to attend, ſaying, 
« Ahab ſerved Baal à little, but I will ſerve him much.” 
When they were all collected in the idol's temple, he 
gave orders. to eighty men who were without, to put 
them, without reſerve, to the ſword; they then brake 


don the image, and deſtroyed the houſe, 


Jonadab the fon of Rechab was a pious. good man, 


who lived a retired life; being well acquainted with the 


prophecies againſt Ahab's houte, he imputed Jehu's con- 
duct to zeal for the Lozxp, and on this account went to 
meet him, and gave him countenance. 

Jehu ſeems to have been ſo intoxicated with the agent 
which Gop had put into his hands, that he did not ftay 


to conſider. So he could but eſtabliſh himſelf on the 
throne, to which the deſtruction of Ahab's race and 


Baal's worſhippers was neceſſary, he regarded not by 
what means; and it muſt be acknowledged, that his be- 
haviour to the latter was treacherous and falſe ; neither 


was lie commiſſioned to cut them off in that mammer; for, 


as he was king, he might have cauſed falſe worſhippers 
to be put to death by the hands of juſtice, in a regular 
way, eſpecially as he would have been defended from 
oppoſition by Divine power. | 

; Jebu 
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Jehu was a man of a furious temper, and as ſuch, a 
proper inſtrument for the execution of Divine vengeance: ' 
if Iſrael had continued faithful to the Lorp, or would 
have hearkened to the warnings of the prophets, this 
violent man would never have had the power to oppreſs 
them; but as they were obdurate, it pleaſed Gop to 
raiſe him up for their chaſtiſement. 

That the world might learn, and Jehu himſelf re- 
member, that Ahab's race were devoted to deſtruction 
for their fins, he received the approbation of the Lon D, 
for the punctual execution of the Divine command, with 
a promiſe that his family thould continue on the throne 
for four generations : it might have been expected, that 
y this would have encouraged him to propagate the wor- 
ſhip of the Loxp, but he retained the worſhip of the 
golden calves; for theſe abominations he was puniſhed 
with an unquiet reign, and his ſubjets afflicted for their 
fins by Hazael, the cruel king of Syria, who turned 
his arms againft them, and is ſuppoſed, at this timo, 
to have practiſed ſome of thoſe barbarities predicted 
by the prophet Eliſha. 

Jehu is thought to have defended his country from its 
invaders with great ſpirit and ſkill; but the records of 
his reign, which are ſaid to have been written in the 
chronicles of the kings of Iſrael, are loſt; and therefore 
it is impoſſible to obtain farther particulars. | 

It is eaſy to diſtinguiſh the faults in Jehu's conduct. 
They cannot be imputed to the command of God, as he 
certainly might have deſtroyed the family of Ahab, aſſiſt- 
ed as he was by Almighty power, without employing 
either deceit or treachery; he might alſo have ſecured 
his own proſperity, if his behaviour had been thoroughly 


2 Kings, x. 
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conſiſtent with his duty as king of Iſrael, and ſervant of 
the LorD JEHOVAA.. 
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SECTION LXXV. 
THE REIGN OP ATHALIAH QUEEN OP JUDAM, 
2 Chron. Chap. xxii, xxii. 


AxD when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah ſaw that 
her ſon was dead, ſhe aroſe, and deſtroyed all the ſeed 
royal of the houſe of Judah. 

But Jehoſhabeath'the daughter of the king took Joaſh 
the fon of Ahaziah, and ſtole him from among the king's 
ſons that were ſlain, and put him and his nurſe in a bed- 
chamber. So choſhabeath the daughter of king Jeho- 
ram, the wife of Jehoida the prieſt (tor the was the ſiſter 
of Ahaziah) bid him from Athaliah, 9 that ſhe flew | 
him not. : 

And he was with her hid in the houſe of the has 
fix years. And Athaliah did reign over the land. ' 

And the ſeventh year Jeboiada ſent and ferched'the. 
rulers over hundreds, with the captains and the guard, 

and brought them to him into the houſe of the Loxy, 


and made a covenant with them, and took an oath of MM 
them in the houſe of the Lord, and ſhewed them the t 
King's fon, 

And he commanded them, ſaying; This is the thing p 
that ye ſhall do; a third part of you that enter in on the p 
ſabbath ſhall. even be keepers of. the watch of the king's J+ 
houſe; h 


And a third part ſhall be at the gate of Sur; and a 
third part at the gate behind the guard: fo ſhall ye keep- t 
the watch of the houſe that it be not broken down. t 
And two parts of all you that go forth on the ſabbath, f. 
even i, 
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even they ſhall keep the watch of the houſe of the Lon p 


about the king. 

And ye ſhall compaſs the king round about, every 
man with his weapons in his hand; and he that cometh 
within the ranges, let him be ſlain. And be ye with the 
king as he goeth out, and as he cometh in. 

And the captains over the hundreds did according to 
all things that Jehoiada the prieſt commanded: and they 


took every man his men that were to come in on the 


ſabbath, with them that ſhould go out on the ſabbath, 
and came to Jehoiada the prieſt. 

And to the captains over hundreds did the prieſt give 
king David's ſpear and ſhields, that were in the temple 
of the Lonp. 

And the guard ſtood every man with his v weapons in 
his hand, round about the king, from the right corner of 
the temple to the left corner of the temple, along by the 
altar and the temple. 

And he brought: forth the king's ſon, and put the 
crown upon him, and gave hun the teſtimony; and they 
made him king, and anointed. him; and they nn 
their hands, and ſaid, Gop ſave the king. 

And when Athaliah heard the noiſe of the guard and 
of the people, the came to the people into the n of 
the Lon. 

Aud when ſhe looked, behold, the king ſtood by a 
pillar, as the manner was, and the princes and the trum- 
peters by the king, and all the people of the land re- 
Joiced, and blew with trumpets. And Athaliah rent 
her clothes, and cried, Treaſon, treaſon. 

But Jchoiada the prieſt commanded the captains of 
the hundreds, the officers of the hoſt, and ſaid uato 
them, Have her forth without the ranges; and him that 
followeth her kill with the ſword. - For the prieſt had 


ſüd, Let her not be ſlain in the houſe of the Lex. Shs 
: A 
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And they laid hands on her, and ſhe went by the way, 
by the which the horſes came into the kivg' $ | houſe, and 
there was ſhe ſlain. - 

And Jehoiada made a covenant between him, and he. 

tween all the people, and between the king, that they 
ſhould be the Loxy's people. 

Then all the people went to the houſe of Baal, and 
brake it down, and brake his altars and his images in 
pieces, and flew Mattan the prieſt of Baal before the altar, 

Alſo Jehoiada appointed the offices of the houſe of the 
Lord by the hand of the prieſts the Levites, whom Da- 
vid bad diftributed in the houſe of the Lord, to offer 
the burnt-offerings of the Lory, as it is Written in the 
law of Moſes, with rejoicing and with ſinging, as it was 

ordained by David. 

And he ſet the porters at the gates of the houſe of the 
1 that none which was unclean in any thing ſhould | 
enter in. | 

And he- took the captains of hundreds, and the nobles 
and the governors of the people, and all the people of 
the land, and brought down the king from the houſe cf 
the Lonp : and they came through the high gate into 
the king's houſe, and ſet the king upon the throne of 
the kingdom. 

And all the people of the land rejoiced, and the city 
was quiet, after that oy had ſlain Athaliah with the 


word. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


In this ſection, we may obſerve the dreadful effects of 
inpiety and ambition. It is remarked, that the affection 
ol parents is generally ſtrongeſt to the ſecond generation; 
that they love their grand children not only on account 
of. the relation they-bear to themſelves, but for the ſake 


of Þ 
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of thoſe, whoſe immediate offspring they are. How 
ſhocking is it to read of Athaliah's attempt to cut off the 
whole race of her's, that ſhe might gratify her boundleſs 
ambition; but, as the Apoſtle to the Romans hints *, it 
is the uſual effe& of impiety, to root out natural av 
tion; and we cannot wonder that ſhe, who could coun- 
ſe] her own ſon to do wickedly, ſhould proceed to this 
extremity of cruelty. The juſtice of Gop, in ſuffering 
Athaliah to come to ſuch a wretched end needs no com- 
ment, neither is there occaſion to enlarge on the faith- 
fulneſs of the Loxp Gop, diſplayed in the preſervation 
of Joaſh. It may however be proper to obſerve, that 
this young prince found in the temple an aſylum for 
his helpleſs innocence, when there was no other place of 
refuge for him, which is great encouragement to children 
to put their truſt iv the Lon, and alſo to frequent 
places of public worſhip. How many by neglecting ' 
them, to purſue idle ſports, have come to untimely ends ! 


— 


SECTION LXXVI. 


THE REIGN OF JOASH (CALLED ALSO JEHOASH) 
KING OP JUDAH, 


From 2 Chron. Chap. xxiv. 2 Kings, Chap. Xi. 


Joasn was ſeven years old when he began to reign. 

And Joaſh did that which was right in the fight of the 
Lonp all the days of Jehoiada the prieſt, and he had two 
wives, and ſons and daughters. 

And it came to paſs after this, that Joaſh was minded 


* repair the houſe of the Loxp. 


(For the ſons of Athaliah, that wicked woman, had 
broken up the houſe of God; and alſo all the dedicated 


Romans, i. 31. 


things 


( 360 ) Ss 
things of the houſe of the Lox D did they beſtow: upon 


Baalim.) 
So the workmen wrought, and the work was perfected 


by them, and they ſet the houſe of Goo in his ſtate, aud 


' ſtrengthened it. 
But Jehgiada waxed old, and was full of days when 


he died; an hundred and thirty years old was he when 
he died. 


- kings, becauſe he had done good in , both toward 


Gop, and toward his houſe. 
Now after the death of Jehoida came the princes of 


Judah, and made obeiſance to the king. Then the 
king hearkened unto them. 


And they left the houſe of the Loxp Gop of their fa. | 


thers, and ſerved groves and idols: and wrath came up- 
on Judah and Jeruſalem for this their treſpaſs, 

Yet he ſent prophets to them to bring them again 

unto the Loxp, and they teſtified againſt them: but they 
would not give ear, 

And the Spirit of Gop came upon Zechariah the ſon 
of Jehoiada the pneſt, which ſtood above the people, 
and ſaid unto them; Thus faith Gop, Why tranſgrefs ye 
the commandments of the Lonp that ye cannot proſper? 
becauſe ye have forſaken the Lonp, he hath alſo for- 
taken you. 4 

And they conſpired againſt him, and ſtoned him with 
ſtones at the commandment of the ys in the court of 
the houſe of the Loxo. 

Thus Joaſh the king remembered not the kindneſs 
which Jehoiada Zechariah's father had done to him, bt 
flew his fon, And when he died, Zechariah ſaid, The 


Lonp look upon it, and requite it. 


Then Hazael _ of Syria went up, and fought 
7 | againf 


And they buried him in the city of David among the | 


. { 361 ) | 

againſt Gath, and took it: and Hazael et his face to go 

up to Jeruſalem.” 

And Joaſh king of Judah took all the hallowed things 

that Jehoſhaphat and Jeboram and Ahaziah, his fathers, 
kings of Judah, had dedicated, and .his own hallowed 

1 things, and all the gold that was found in the treaſures 


4 of the houſe of the Loxy, and in the king's houſe, 


and ſent it to Hazael king of Syria: and he went away 
1 from Jeruſalem. 


5 And it came to paſs at the end of the year, that the 


hoſt of Syria came up againſt him ; and they came to 
f Jndah and Jeruſalem, and deſtroyed all the princes of 
0 the people from among the people, and ſent, all the ſpoil 

of theta unto the king of Damaſcus, *- 
4 For the army of the Syrians came with a ſmall com- 
* pany of men, and the Loy delivered a very great hoſt 

into their hand, becauſe they had forſaken the Lozxp 
n Gon of their fathers: ſo they executed . againſt 
bi oath, 

; And when they were departed from him (for they left 
him in great diſeaſes) his own ſervants conſpired againſt 
b him, for the blood of the ſons of Jehoiada the prieſt, 
* and ſlew him on his bed; and he died: and they bu- 
ned him in the city of David, but not in the ſepulchres 
of the kings. He reigned forty years. 


p ANNOTATIONS ax» REFLECTIONS, 


Joaſh was extremely fortunate in the beginning of his 
N reign, in being under the direction of ſo good and pious 

a man as Jehoiada, for both he and his ſubjects experi- 
4 enced the happy effects of his excellent management. 
. Whilſt Joaſh continued under his influence, he appeared 
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wiſe and amiable, and the bleſſing of the Lonp attend- 
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ed him; but as ſoon as he ſuffered himſelf to be per- 
verted from the worſhip of the Lozp, his happineſs and 
proſperity forſook him, for wrath came upom him from the 
Lox ; and the Syrians were permitted to prevail againſt 
him. * 
We may eaſily imagine the miſeries which Judah en- 


dured, by falling into the cruel hands of Hazael; yet 


they could not juſtly reproach Gop for raiſing them up 


ſuch an enemy, as he would undoubtedly have been re- 


ſtrained from hurting them, (as he was during the life 
of Jehoiada) if they had not provoked the Divine chaſ- 
tiſement by their apoſtaſy. 

Nothing could be a greater inſult to the Lonp, than 
the murder of the prophet Zechariah, whom they 
ſtoned whilſt he was declaring the wword of the Lon p, in 
a place always deemed ſacred, the court of the Temple. 
This wickedneſs was too notorious to eſcape the venge- 
ance of Gon, 

How does every portion of ſacred hiſtory exemplify 


the ruth, juſtice, are; and 3827 of the SUPREME 


Brix NG! 


8B ECTI ON XXVII. 
* "HE REIGN oP JEHOAHAZ KING or ISRAEL. 
From 2 Kings, Chap. xiii. 


I the three and twentieth year of Joaſh the ſon of 
Ahaziah king of Judah, Jehoahaz the ſon of Jehu began 
to _ over Iſrael in Samaria, and N NO 


years. 
And'he did that which was etil it the Ggbt of the 

Lox, and followed the fins of Jerobdam the ſon of Ne- 

- bat, which made Ifrael to fin: he departed not there- 

from. L 

| And 
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And+the anger of the Lonp was kindled againſt Iſrael, 
and he delivered them into the hand of Hazael king of 
Syria, and into the hand of Ben-badad the ſon of Hazael, 
all their days. | | 

And Jehoahaz beſought the Lorp, and the Lonp 
hearkened unto him: for he ſaw the oppreſſion of Iſrael, 
becauſe the king of Syria oppreſſed them. 

Neither did he leave of the people to Jehoahaz, but 
fifty horſemen, and ten chariots, and ten thouſand foot- 
men: for the king of Syria had deftroyed them, and had 
made them like the duſt by threſhing. 

And the Lord gave Iſrael a Saviour, ſo that they went 
out from under the hand of the Syrians : and the children 
of Iſrael dwelt in their tents, as beforetime. - 

Nevertheleſs, they departed not from the fins of the 
houſe of Jeroboam, who made Iſrael to fin, but walked 
therein: and there remained the grove alſo in Samaria. 

And Jehoahaz ſlept with his fathers: and they buried 
him in Samaria. And Jehoaſh his ſon reigned in his 
ſtead. . "a. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


How ſhocking it is to read of the degeneracy of Iſ- 
rael! When we compare their abject condition in the 
days of Jehoahaz, with their glory and eminence in the 
reigns of David and Solomon, we can ſcarcely believe it 
to be the ſame nation which was choſen as the peculiar 
people of Gop, Whilſt they continued- faithful to him, 
the Lonp Himſelf was their defence, and their help, and 
the ſword of their excellency: when they forſook him they 
were ſtripped of their honour, and expoſed to the inſults 
of their neighbours; yet did not the Lon forget His 
Cvenant, for when they returned unto Him with true 
R2 contrition, 


: ( 364 ) . 
contrition, He never rejected their prayers ; a remarka- 
ble inſtanck of which we have in the hiſtory of Jehoahaz, 
who was reſcued from utter deſtruction by a miraculous 
deliverance, at a time when Hazael had gained ſuch ad- 
vantages, that had he not been reſtrained by omnipotent 
power, he would have entirely extirpated the kingdom of 
Iſrael : but though he was permitted to ſucceed againſt 
this people, on account of their fins ; yet could the ſame 
ALmicuTy Beinc, who ruleth the raging of the ocean, 
reſtrain the turbulent paſſions of this haughty monarch, 
and fay to him, Hitherto ſhalt thou go, and no farther. _ 
Let this inſtance encourage thoſe: who have forſaken 


the Lokp, to turn unto En, and He will have mercy 
upon them. 


SECTION LXXVIII. 


THE REIGN OF JEHOASH (CALLED ALSO JOASH) KING + 
2 th. OF ISRAEL, 


From 2 Kings, Chap. xiii. 


Is the thirty and ſeventh year of Joaſh king of Judah, 
began Jehoaſh the ſon of Jehoahaz to reign over Iſrael 
in Samaria, and reigned with his father. 

And he did that which was evil in the fight of the 
Lonxp: he departed not from all the fins of Jeroboam 
the ſon of Nebat, who made Iſrael to fin; but he walked 
therein. 

Now Eliſha was fallen fick of his fckneſs whereof he 
died; and Jehoaſh the king of Iſrael came down unto 
him, and wept over his face, and ſaid, O my father, my 
father, the chariot of Iſrael, and the horſemen thereof. 

And Eliſha ſaid unto him, Take bow and arrows, And 

he took unto bim bow and arrows. * 


( 365 ) 


And he ſaid unto the king of Iſrael, Pat thine hand 
upon the bow. And he put his hand upon jt: and 
Eliſha put his hands upon the king's hands. 

And he faid, Open the window eaſtward. And he 
opened it. 'Then Eliſha ſaid, Shoot. And he ſhot. And 
he ſaid, The arrow of the Lord's deliverance from 
Syria: for thou ſhalt ſmite the Syrians in Aphek till thou 
have conſumed them. | 

And he ſaid, Take the arrows. And he took them. 
And he ſaid unto the king of Iſrael, Smite upon the 
ground. And he ſmote thrice, and ſtayed, 

And the man of Gop was wroth with him, and ſaid, 
Thou ſhouldeſt have ſmitten five or ſix times; then hadſt 
thou ſmitten Syria till thou hadſt conſumed it: whereas 
now thou ſhalt ſmite Syria but thrice. 

And Eliſha died, and they buried him. And the bands 
of the Moabites invaded the land at the — in of 
the year. 

And it came to paſs as they were burying a-man, that 
behold they ſpied a band of men ; and they caft the 
man into the ſepulchre of Eliſha; and when the man was 
let down, and touched the bones of Eliſha, he revived, 
and ſtood up on his feet. | 
But Hazael king of Syria oppreſſed Iſrael all the days 
of Jehoahaz, 

And the Loxp was gracious unto them, and had com- 
paſſion on them, and had reſpe& unto them, becauſe of 
his covenant with Abraham, Iſaae, and Jacob, and 
would not deſtroy them, neither caſt he them from his 
preſence as yet. 
| So Hazael king of Syria died; and Ben-hadad his ſon 
reigned in his ſtead. 


And Jehoaſh the ſon of Jehoahaz took a gain out of 


| the hand of Ben-hadad the ſon of Hazael, the cities 


R3 | which 
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which he had taken out of the hand of Jehoahaz his fa- 
ther by war, three times did Jehoaſh beat him, and re- 
covered the cities of Iſrael. 
And Jehoaſh flept with his fathers; and Jeroboum ſat 
upon his throne : and Jehoaſh was buried in Samaria 
with the kings of Ifrae]. 

And the reſt of the acts of ſehoaſn, and all that he did, 
and his might wherewith he fought againſt Amaziah king 
of Judah, are they not written in the book of the chro- 
nicles of the kings of Iſrael? 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 


Jehoaſh continued the abominations which Jeroboam 
had fatally introduced into Itrael, and in that particular 
did evil in the fight of the Lonxp: yet he had a great per- 
ſonal reſpect for the prophet. Eliſha, and reverenced the 
Lon in fone degree, though he did not ſerve Him with 

a perfect heart. 

Eliſha lived to an advanced age, It was about ſixty 
years fince he had been called to the prophetic office by 
Elyah; and though we do not read of his baving been 
employed of Gow in any particular ſervice for a long 
time, it is moſt likely he continued his admonitions, and 
had performed ſome good offices for Iſrael, or Jehoaſh 
would not have addreſſed him in thoſe endearing words 
which Elifha himſelf made uſe of when Elijah was taken 
from him: My father ] my father! the chariot of Iſrael and 
the. horſemen thereof! Perhaps Eliſha was the ſaviour 
whom the Lox is faid to have raiſed up to deliver them, 
by his interceſſions and prayers, out of the hands of the 
Syrians ; this opinion is eonfirmed by Eliſha's laſt action 
in the character of a prophet. He gave the king great 
- aſſurances of ſucceſs againſt the Syrians, and encouraged 
him to proſecute the war with vigour; and, to animate 
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kim, gave him a ſigu that he was commiĩſſioned to attack 


them, with a promiſe of ſucceſs; © I it, ſaid Eliſha, 
« the arrow of the LORD's deliverance, even the arrow of do- 
lwverance from Syria.” The prophet having, in Gop's- 
name, Aured him of victory over the Syrians, proved 
him by Another fign whether he would purſue them with 
more zeal than Ahab had done: this was the meaning of 
his bidding him“ ftrike with the arrow on the ground 5 as 
much as to ſay, „ believe* them brought ta the ground by 
the arrow of the LORD, giver into your: hand; now let me 
fee Janw you will improve theſe advantages,” The king 
ſhewed not that eagerneſs and warmth that might have 
been expected, but ſmote thrice and no more... Perhaps lie 
contemned the ſign, and diſtruſted the prophet ; and there 
is reaſon to ſuppoſe, that it was to couſirm tbe truth of 
Eliſha's being divinely inſpired, that the miracle we read 
of after the account af his death was performed: many of 
the Iſraelites might have repreſented Eliſha as an 1mpſtor, 
and thrown aſperſions on his memory; this miracle ſerved 
to eſtabliſh his reputation as a PROPHET, and to give the 
people en in reſpect to the conqueſt of the Syrians, 
which he had predicted. Elijah was hofioured by the 
tranſlation of /is BoDy to heaven: Eliſha was filled with 
the ſame Houy Srintr that had before inſpired his maſ- 
ter, and followed the example of his fidelity to Gop; 
therefore the Loxp honoured , ox alſo inthe fight of 
the world. but in a different way, by making it (after his 
own ſoul was departed from it) an in/trument of DrwixE 


| Powss, in reftoring life to a dead man. We muſt not 


ſuppoſe, that there was any inherent virtue in the re- 
mains of Elitha, more than in thoſe of another man: Di- 
vine Inſpiration did not alter the nature of prophets, 
whoſe bodies were ſtill ſubject to diſeaſes and _ and - 


* Henry's Annotations, 
N 4 | their 
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their minds liable to paſſions and ſin; excepting when 
they were miraculouſly ſuſtained and illuminated by the 
particular interpoſition of the Sur REAR BEING, what 
they ſaid or did in the name of the Lonp was entirely 
unpremeditated: they were no farther holy than as they 
were ſacred, or ſet apart for the ſervice of Gop, and lived 
agreeably to their holy appointment ; yet on theſe ac- 
counts they were juſtly reverenced, and for the good of- 
fices they performed for the world they were entitled to 
efteem. A farther uſe may be made of this miracle, by 
eonſidering it as a proof of the immortality of the ſoul ; 
bat this truth we need not attend to here, we ſhall find 
ſtill better evidence as we proceed. 

We have already read in the hiſtory of the une of 
Jupan, that Hazael invaded that country, and even 
thought to attempt Jeruſalem, but he was diverted from 
his purpoſe by gifts of the treaſures of the Loxp's Houſe, - 
which Joaſh the king, who at that time reigned over Ju- 
dah, was induced to make him through fear. 

Hazael *, having thus ſubdued and tyrannized over the 
kingdoms of Iſrael and Judah, died, and his infatuated 
people paid divine honours to his memory. 

Though Hazael was a great monarch, he maſt have 
been an unhappy man; for is is impoſſible that a mind 
like his, perpetually hurried by tumultuous paſſions, 
mould know the invaluable bleſſing of inward peace and 
ſatisfaction. 

He left behind him a ſon and faccedlor, named Ben- 
hadad, who ſuffered a total reverſe of his father's fortune. 
Jehoaſh king of Iſrael defeated him thrice, as Eliſha had 
predicted, and recovered from him all that Hazael had 
taken from Iſrael. Jehoaſh is ſuppoſed to have divided 
the government of the kingdom with his fon Jeroboam 
for the laſt ten years of his reign. | 
* Univerſal Hiſtory. 
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SECTION IXXX. 
THE REIGN OF AMAZIAH KING OF JUDAHx F 
From 2 Chronicles, Chap. xxv. 


4 


AuAz Tax was twenty and five years old when he be- 
gan to reign, and he did that which was right in the 
fight of the Lon, but not with a perfect heart. 

Now it came to paſs when the kingdom was eſtabliſhed 
to him, that he flew his ſervants that had killed the king 
his father: but he ſlew not their children, but did as it is 
written in the law in the book of Moſes, where the 
Lonp commanded, ſaying, The fathers ſhall not die for 
the children, neither ſhall the children die for the fathers, 
but every man ſhall die for his own fin; 

Moreover, Amaziah gathered Judah together ; and 
made them captains over thouſands, and captains over 
hundreds, according to the houſes of their fathers, 
throughout all Judah and Benjamin: and he numbered 
them from twenty years old and above, and found them 
three hundred thouſand choice men, able to go forth to 
war, that could handle ſpear and ſhield. : 
| He hired alſo an hundred thouſand mighty men of va- 
lour out of Iſrael for an hundred talents of ſilver. | 

But there came a man of Gop to him, ſaying, O king, 
let not the army of Iſrael go with thee, for the Lord is 
not with Iſrael, to wit, with all the children of Ephraim. 
But if thou wilt go, do it, be ſtrong for the battle: Gon 
ſhall make thee fall before the enemy: for ' Gop | hath 
power to help, and to caſt down. - 

And Amaziah ſaid to the man of Gop, But what ſhalt 
we do for the hundred talents which I have given to the 

R 5 | army 
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army of Iſrael? and the man of Gor anſwered, Tho 
Lord is able to give thee much more than this. - 

Then Amaziah ſeparated them, to wit, the army that 
was come to him out of Ephraim, to go home again: 
wherefore their anger was greatly kindled againſt Judah, 

and they returned home in great anger. 

And Amaziah ſtrengthened himſelf, and led forth his 
people, and went to the valley of ſalt, and ſmote oF the 
children of Seir ten thouſand. 

And other ten thouſand left alive did the children of 
Judah carry away captive, and brought them unto the 

top of the rock, and caft them down from the top of the 
rock, that they were broken all in pieces. 

Bat the ſoldiers of the army which Amaziah ſent back, 
that they ſhould not go with him to battle, fell upon the 
cities of Judah, from Samaria even unto Beth-horon, aud 
ſmote three thouſand of them, and took much ſpoil. 
Now it came to paſs, after that Amaziah was come 

'from the flaughter of the Edomites, that he brought the 
gods of the children of Seir, and ſet them up to be his 
gods, and bowed down himſelf before them, and burned 
incenſe unto them. 

Wherefore the anger of the Loxp was kindled againſt 
Amaziah, and he ſent unto him a prophet, which ſaid 

- unto him, Why haſt thou ſought after the gods of the 

people, which could not dehver their own people out of 


thine hand ? 
And it came to paſs as he talked with him, that the 


king ſaid unto him, Art thou made of the king's coun- 
ſel? forbear; why ſhouldeſt thou be ſmitten? Then the 
prophet forbare, and ſaid, I know that Gop bath deter- 
mined to deftroy thee, becauſe thou haſt done this, and 
haſt not hearkened unto my counſel. 


Thea Amaziah king of Judah took advice, and ſent to ö 
Jehoaſh, 
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Jehoaſh, the fon of Jehoahaz, the ſon of Jehu, king of. 
Iſrael, ſaying, Come, let ns ſee one another in the face. 
And Jehoaſh king of Iſrael fent to Amaziab king of 
Judah, ſaying, The thiſtle that was in Lebanon ſent to the 
cedar that was in Lebanon, ſaying, Give thy daughter to 


my ſon to wife: and there paſſed by a wild beaſt that was 
in Lebanon, and trode down the thiſtle. © 


Thou ſayeſt, Lo thou haft ſmitten the Edomites, and 
thine heart liſteth thee up to boaſt : abide now at home; 
why ſhouldeſt thou meddle to thine hurt that thou 
ſouldeſt fall, even thou; and Judah with thee? 

But Amaziah would not hear: for it came of Gop that 
he might deliver them into the hand of their enemies, 
becauſe they ſought after the gods of Edom. 

80 Jehoath the king of Iſrael went up; and they ſaw 

one another in the face, both he and Amaziah king of 


| Judah; at Beth-ſhemeſh, which belopgeth to Judah. 


And Judah. was put to the worſe before E and 
they fled every man to his tent. 

And Jehoath the king of Iſrael took Amaziah king of 
Judah, the ſon of Jchoaſh, the ſon of Jehoahaz, at Beth- 
ſhemeſh, and brought him to Jeruſalem, and brake own 
the wall of Jeruſalem. from the gate of 3 to = 
corner gate, four hundred oubits. 

And he took all the gold and the filver, and all the 
veſlels that were found in the houſe of Gop with Obed- 
edom, and the treaſures of the king's houſe, the hoſtages 
alſo, aud returned to Samaria. 

And Amaziah the ſon of Jehoaſh king of Judah lived 
after the death of Jehoath, ſon of Jehoahaz kingof Iſrael, 
fifteen years. And he reigned twenty and nine years in 


Jeruſalem. 


Now after the time that Amaziah did turn away from 
following the Lon, they made a conſpiracy againſt him 
RG in 
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in Jeruſalem; and be fled to Lachiſh: but they ſent to 
"Lachiſh after him, and ſlew him there. 
And they brought him upon horſes, and buried him | 
with his fathers in the city of Judah. 


_ ANNOTATIONS Ax Dp REFLECTIONS. 


Amaziah had lately ſeen ſuch ſevere judgments in- 
flicted upon his father Jehoaſh, for his apoſtaſy, that he 
was intimidated from following idols. He worſhipped 
the true Gop, and kept up the Temple ſervice, but fe had 
not a perfedt heart; from which we may underſtand, that 
he was not a man of ſerious piety himſelf, nor had he 
any zeal.for the exerciſes of religion, He was not an 
enemy, but a cool and indifferent friend. 

It was Amaziah'sduty to call his father's murderers to 
account; for, though they intended to avenge the death 
of the prophet Zechariah, they were not authorized to 
Kill their ſovereign. - . 

We read, in the hiſtory of Jehoram king of Judah, that 
the Edomites (who from the days of David had been 
governed by a deputy) revolted, and ſet up a king of their 
own. Amaziah reſolved to attempt reducing them; and 

thinking his own army inſufficient *, reſolved to hire aux- 

iliaries. The proper ſtep for him to have taken in ſuch a 
caſe would have been to conſult a prophet of the Lon. 

That he might not run headlong into deſtruction, a pro- 

phetwas, notwithſtanding his neglect, graciouſly ſent to 

warn him of the danger of an alliance with Iſrael ; and 
he diſmiſſed the troops. His obedience was rewarded 
with ſucceſs againſt the Edomites. 

Why Gop permitted the Iſraelites to commit ſuch de- 
vaſtations, in their return home, we are not told; but we 

may ſuppoſe that the inhabitants of the cities in Judah, 

who were thus given up to their rage, were idolators. 


* In the days of Jehoſhaphat there were four times as many. 
It 


to 
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It is ſhocking to read of Amaziah's cruelty to the 


Edomites, and not eaſy to be accounted for in ſo mixed a 
character. What he did on his return was evidently a great 
act of ſin and folly ; yet the goodneſs of the Lonxp was ſtill 
extended towards him, but he was deaf to the kind re- 
monſtrances of the prophet, and we cannot wonder at 
the adverſity which afterwards befel him. 

By whom he was adviſed to ſhew reſentment to the 
king of Iſrael, for the devaſtations his ſubjects had made, 
we are not told; but they proved to be evil counſellors, 
Jehoaſh had by this time gained the three victories over 
the Syrians, foretold by the prophet Eliſha, which had 
donbtleſs elated him; and he could not forbear expreſſing 
the utmoſt contempt at Amaziah's arrogant challenge; 


The anſwer Jehoaſh returned was couched in the moſt 


ſcornful and mortifying terms, under the allegory of a” 5 


deſpicable thiſtle, Which having aſpired to an alliance 
with the noble cedar, had, for its ambition, been cruſhed 


under the feet of a wild beaſt : he concluded with ad- 
viſing Amaziah to reſt contended with his late petty vic- 
tories, and not to ſuffer his ambition to drive him into 
deſperate attempts, which would, moſt likely, end in * 
total loſs of his kingdom. 

Joſephus, an ancient Jewiſh author, informs us, that 


Amaziah's army was ſeized with ſudden terror, and 
turned their backs on Ifrael, without ſtriking one ſtroke ; 
and left their king to the mercy of the conqueror, who- 


led him priſoner to Jeruſalem, where he obliged him to 
purchaſe his freedom at the expence of all the gold and 
ſilver which were found, either in the Temple or his own 
treaſury ; after which, having demoliſhed a part of the 
city wall, and taken hoſtages, he returned to Samaria. 
As for Amaziah, though he ont-lived his diſgrace about 


fifteen years, we do not read that he performed any me- 


morable 


: 


WW 
5 
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morable action; but continuing to following idolatrous 
practices, the favour of the Loap was totally withdrawn 
from him, he fell by the hands of his own ſubjects, and 
his corpſe. was treated with indignity, but at length bu- 


SECTION LIXXX. 
THE REIGN or JEROBOAM THE SECOND, KING o 19RABL; 
From 2 Kings, Chap, xiv: 


Ix.the fifteenth year of Atnaziah the ſon of Joaſh king 
of Judah, Jeroboam the ſon of Jehoaſh king of Iſrael be- 
gan to reign in Samaria. 

lle reſtored the coaſt of Iſrael, from the entering of 
Hamath unto the ſea of the plain, according to the word 
df the Lon Gop of Iſrael, which he ſpake by the hand 
of his ſervant Jonah, the ſon of Amittai, the prophet,. . 
which was of Gath-heper. . 

For the Lon ſaw the afflictiou of Iſrael, that it was 
very bitter: for there was not any ſhut up, nor any left,” 
nor any helper-for Iſrael; . 

And the Lonp ſaid not that he would blot out the 
name of Iſrael from under heaven: but he ſaved: them 
by the hand of Jeroboam the ſon. of Jehoaſh, - N 

So. Jeroboam warred and recovered for Iſrael Hamath 
and Damaſcus, which belonged to Judah. 

And Jeroboam reigned forty-one years, and he ſlept 
with his fathers; even with the kings of Liracl; and Za- 
chariah his ſon reigned in his Read, 


ANNOTATIONS AVD REFLECTIONS. 
Though the reign of this king is long, the hiſtory of it 


s related in few words. Jeroboam was a very valiant and 
politic 
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politic prince, and Gon enabled him, for the ſake of ile 
race of Jacob, to work great deliverances for Iſrael, and 
to reſtore this kingdom to ſplendour and power: We 
find he took the city of Damaſcus (which was the ca- 
pital of Syria) and Hamath, both which formerly he- 
longed to Judah; befides a vaſt extent of country. The 
particulars of theſe valiant exploits are unknoww to us, 
barring hires writes un.the afnels of tha kings 22 
hong finge loſt. 


« Aſter e the death of Eliha, it iis Hi | 


raiſe up a fucceſhon of prophets in Iſrael and Judah, to 
give them inſtructions and exhortations, and to-denounce 
his threatenings againſt them upon their perſiſting in im- 
piety; and theſe he appointed, not only to warn them 
by word of mouth (as his former prophets had done), but 
to commit. their admonitions to. writing, that poſterity 
might ſee the ingratitude- of his people, and all nations, 
from their crimes and puniſhment, learn not to do ſo 
wickedly.” 

Thoſe written prophecies contain a great dal of general 
inſtruction. 


SECTION LXXXI, 
PART OF THE PROPHECY OF AMOS. 
From Chap. i, &c. 


Tas words of Amos, who was among the herdmen of 
Tekoa, which he ſaw concerning Iſrael, in the days of 
Jeroboam king of Iſrael, two years before the earthquake. 

Thus ſaith the Lok; For three tranſgreſſions of Iſracl, 
and for four, I will not turn away the puniſhment: there- 
of; becauſe they ſold. the righteous for filyer, and the 
poor for a pair of ſhoes; 

#. Stackhouſe, | 


„„ -. 
That pant after the duſt. of the earth on the head of 

15 , and turn aſide the way of the meek: | 
Hear this word that the Lozp-hath ſpoken againſt you; 

O children of Iſrael, againſt the whole family which I 
brought up from the land of Egypt, ſaying, Vou only 
have L known of all the families of the earth: therefore I 

Will puniſh you for all your iniquities. 

Shall a trumpet be blown in the city, and the people 

not be afraid ? ſhall there be evil in a city, and the Loxn | 
hath not done it? Surely, the Loxp'Gop will do nothing, ®P 

| but he revealeth his ſecret unto his ſervants the prophets Wl , 


The hon hath roared, who will not fear? the Lory 

So hath ſpoken, who can but propheſy ? 

Hear ye, and teftify in the houſe of Jacob, ſaith the 
Lond Gob, the Gop of hoſts, that in the day that I ſhall 
viſit the tranſgreſſions of Iſrael upon him, I will alfo viſit = - 
the altars of Beth-el: and the horns of the altar ſhall be 
cut off, and fall to the ground. 

And I will ſmite the winter-houſe with the ſummer- 
houſe; and the houſes of ivory ſhall periſh, and the great 
houſes ſhall have an end, ſaith the Loxp. - t 
; Come to Beth-el, and tranſgreſs; at Gilgal multiply 11 
trranſgreſſion; and bring your ſacrifices every morning, 1 
and your tythes after three years: and offer a · ſacrifice of } 
thankſgiving with leaven, and proclaim and publiſh the 
free-offerings :: for this liketh you; O-ye children of Iſ- = 


rael, faith the Loxp Gop. | W ; 
And I alſo have given you cleanneſs of teeth in all fi 
your cities, and want of bread in all your places: yet : 
have ye not returned unto me, ſaith the Lorp.. - I 
And alſo I have withholden the rain from you, when if 
there were yet three months to the harveſt ;-and I cauſed 
it to rain upon one city, and cauſed it not-to rain upon n 


another city: one piece was rained upon, and the piece 3 
whereupon it rained not withered. 1 
: « 80 N 
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So two or three cities wandered unto one city, to drink 
water; but they were not ſatisfied : yet have ye not re- 
turned unto me, ſaith the Lorp. 

I have ſmitten you with blaſting and mildew ; a 
your gardens and your vineyards, and your fig-trees, and 
your olive-trees increaſed, the palmer-worm devoured 
them: yet have ye not returned unto me, ſaith the Lox p. 

I have ſent among you the peſtilence after the manner 
of Egypt: your young men have I ſlain with the ſword, 
and have taken away your horſes; and I have made the 
ſtink of your camps to come up unto your noſtrils: yet 
have ye not returned unto me, ſaith the Lorp. 

I have overthrown ſome of you as Gop overthrew So- 
dom and Gomorrah, and ye were as a firebrand plucked 
out of the burning: yet have ye not returned unto me, 
faith the Lorp. | 

Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Iſrael : and be- 
cauſe I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy Gop, 
O Iſrael, . 

For lo, he that formeth the mountains, and createth 
the wind, and declareth unto man what is his thought, 
that maketh the morning darkneſs, and treadeth upon the 
high places of the earth; the Loxp the Gop of hoſts is 
his name. 

For thus ſaith the 1205 unto the houſe of Iſrael, Seek 
ye me, and ye ſhall live: But ſeek not Beth- el, nor enter 
into Gilgal, and paſs not to Beer-ſheba : for Gilgal ſhall 
turely go into captivity, and Beth-el ſhall come to nought. 

Seek good, and not evil; that ye may live: and ſo the 
Lonp the Gop of hoſts ſhall be with you, as ye have 
ſpoken, 

Hate the evil, and love the good, and eſtabliſh judg» 
ment in the gate; it may be that the Lox D Gon of hoſts 
will be gracious unto the remnant of Joſeph, 

. Then 


ny on — - — - 
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Then Amaziah the prieſt of Beth-el ſent to Jeroboam 
king of Iſrael, ſaying, Amos hath conſpired againſt thee 


In the midit of the houſe of Hrael; the land is not able 
to bear all his words. 


For thus Amos ſaith, Jeroboam ſhall die by the ſword, 
and Iſracl ſhall ſurely be led away captive out of their 
own land, 

Alſo Amaziah ſaid unto 5 O chou ſeer, go, flee 
thee away into the land of Judah, and there eat bread, 
and propheſy there: but propheſy not again any more at 
Beth-el ; for it is the king's chapel, and it is the king's 
court, 

Then anſwered Amos, and ſaid to Amaziah, 1 was no 
prophet, neither was I a prophet's ſon; but I was an 


herdman, aud a gatherer of ſycamore fruit ; and the 


Lord took me as I followed the flock, and the Lon ſaid 
unto me, Go, propheſy unto. my people Iſrael, 

Then ſaid the Lon unto me, The end is come upon 
my people Iſrael Iwill not again paſs by them any more. 
_ Hear this, O ye that ſwallow up the needy, even to 
make the poor of the land to fail. 

The Lonn hath ſworn by the excellency of Jacob, 
Surely I will never forget any of their works. 

Shall not the land tremble for this, and every one 
mourn that dwelleth therein? and it ſhall riſe up wholly 


as a flood; and it ſhall be caſt out and drowned as by the 


flood of Egypt. 
And I will turn your feats; into mourning, and all your 


fongs into lamentation, and will bring up ſackcloth upon 
all loins, and baldneſs upon every head: and 1 will make 
it as the mourning of an only fon, and the end thereof as 
a. bitter day | 

Behold, the days come, ſaith the Leda Goo, that J 


will ſend a famine in the land, not.a famine of bread, 
| nor 
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nor a thirſt for water, but of hearing the words of the 
LoRD. 

And they ſhall wander from ſea to ſea, and from the 
North even to the Eaſt they ſhall run to and fro, to ſeek 
the word of the Lond, and ſhall not find it. 

They that ſwear by the fin of Smnaria, and ſay, Thy 
god, O Dan, liveth: and the manner of Beer-ſheba 
liveth; even they ſhall fall, and never riſe up again. 

Behold the eyes of the Lon po Gop are upon the ſinful 
kingdom, and I will deftroy it from off the face of the 
earth ; ſaving that I will not utterly deſtroy the houſe 
of Jacob, ſaith the Lox. 

For lo, I will command, and I will fft the houſe of 
Iſrael among all nations, like as corn is fifted in a fieve, 
yet ſhall not the leaſt grain fall upon the earth. 

And Jeroboam reigned in Samaria forty and one yes. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


Amos is ſuppoſed to have begun to prophefy about fix 
years before the death of Jeroboam the ſecond, king of 
Iſrael ; in the reign of Uzziah king of Judah. | 

By theſe extracts from the predictions of Amos, we 
learn, that the public crimes, for which the Jews were 
threatened with public calawities, were, forſaking and 
neglecting the worſhip of Gop ; and being grulty of fraud, 
deceit, cruelty, and opprefiion. Every nation, therefore, in 
which ſuch fins prevail, may ufily fear Gop's judgments z 
for this reaſon every individual ſhould take warning by 
the prophetic writings, to contribute his part 1 4 
general reformation, ; 


— 


SECTION 
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SECTION LXXXII. 


| TUBE REIGN OF UZZIAH (CALLED ALSO * AzAnran) 
| KING OF JUDAH, 


From 2 Chron, Chap. xxvi. 


ArTzR the death of Amaziah all the people of Judah 
took Uzziah his ſon, who was fixteen years old, and 
made him king in the room of his father, 

In the twenty and ſeventh year of Jeroboam king of 
Iſrael began Uzziah ſon of Amaziah, King: of Judah, to 
reign. 

Sixteen years old was Uzziah when he began to reign. 
And he did that which was right in the fight of the 
Lonp, according to all that his father Amaziah did in 
the beginning of his reign. 

And he ſought Gop in the days of Zechariah, who had 
underſtanding in the viſions of Gop : and as long as he 
ſought the Lon p, Gop made him to proſper. 

And he went forth and warred againſt the Philiſtines, 
and Gop helped him againſt the Philiſtines. : 

And the Ammonites gave gifts to Uzziah : and his 


name fpread abroad even to the entering in of Egypt: 


for he ſtrengthened himſelf exceedingly. 

- Alſo he built towers in Jeruſalem, and in the deſert, 
and digged many wells, for he had much cattle, and vine- 
dreſſers ; for he loved huſbandry. 

And he had an hoſt of fighting men: the whole num- 


ber of the chief of the fathers of the mighty men of 


valour were two thouſand and fix hundred. 
And under their hand was an army, three hundred 
thouſand and ſeven thouſand and five hundred that made 


* 2 Kings, xv. 2. 


War 
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war with ks: power, to help the king againſt the * 


enemy. 

And Uzziah prepared for them, throughout all the 
hoſt, ſhields, and ſpears, and helmets, and habergeons, 
and bows, and ſlings to caſt ſtones. 

And he made in Jeraſalem engines invented by cun- 


ning men, to be on the towers and upon the bulwarks, 


to ſhoot arrows and great ſtones withal. And his name 


ſpread far abroad: for he was marvellouſly helped till. 


he was ſtrong. 
But when he was ſtrong, his heart was lifted up to his 
deſtruction: for he tranſgreſſed againſt the Lorp his 


Gon, and went into the temple of the Loxp to burn in- 


cenſe upon the altar of incenſe, | 
And Azariah the prieſt went in after him, and with 


him fourſcore prieſts of the Lonxp that were valiant men: 
and they withſtood Uzziah the king, and ſaid unto him, 
It appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incenſe 


unto the Lorp, but to the prieſts the ſons of Aaron, that 


are conſecrated to burn incenſe ; go out of the ſanctuary; 
for thou haſt treſpaſſed, neither ſhall it be for thine ho- 
nour from the Lon Gop. 

Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a erh kid heed, 
to burn incenſe : and while he was wroth with the prieſts, 
the leproſy even roſe up in his forehead before the 
priefts, in the houſe of the Lorp, from beſide the in- 
cenſe altar, | 

And Azariah the chief prieſt, and all the prieſts look- 
ed upon him, and behold, he was leprous in his fore- 
head, and they thruſt him out from thence; yea, him- 
felf haſted alſo to go out, becauſe the Loxp had ſmit- 
ten him, 

And Uzziah the king was a leper unto the. day of his 
death, and dwelt in a ſeveral houſe, being a leper ; for 

; he 
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be was cut off from the houſe of the Lon: and Jotham 


ſemblance to thoſe of former kings, that it is needleſs 
| bave been at any time given to idolatrous practices, but 


duties, after the death of Zechariah. Who this good 
man was, to whom the king was ſo much indebted, we 


- Zechariah who was murdered by king Joaſh. 
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his ſon was over the king's houſe, judging the en of 


the land. 
Now the reſt aß che ads of Uzziah, firſt and laſt, di 


Iſaiah the prophet the fon of Amoz write. 

So Uzziahflept with his fathers, and they buried kim 
with his fathers in the field of the burial which be- 
longed to the kings: for they ſaid, He is a leper. And 
Jotham his ſon reigned in his ſtead, 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 
The reign and character of Uzziah bear fo great a re- 
to enlarge much upon them. He does not appear to 


to have grown careleſs in the diſcharge of his religious 


are not told; but ſome imagine he was the ſon of that 


Uzziah was the means of raifing the kingdom of Ju- 
dah, through the bleſſing of Gop, to ſuch a pitch of I 
eminence as it had not known for a number of years; 
for he attended to every particular which conſtitutes the 
greatneſs of a nation. The only blemiſh.in his character 


that we read of, was, the fin of invading the prieſt's ; 
office. Tins was a very preſumptuous act, which, we 
are told, proceeded from pride; and we find he was 
_ humbled in a moſt exemplary manner: he could no I f 
longer conteſt with the priefts, for they had an undoubt-  - 


ed right to exclude all lepers from the congregation, and 
even from ſociety. 4 

We underſtand, from ſome paſſages in Scripture, that 

| 8 i in 
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in 1 we days of Uzziah there was a terrible earthquake 


{foretold by Amos two years before), a plague of Tocufts, 
and a great drought, mixed with dreadful flaſhes of fire. 


: > * 2 
SECTION LXXXIII. 
PART OF THE PROPHECY OP ISAIAH. 

From Chap. i. 


Tax viſion of Iſaiah the fon of Amoz, which he ſaw 
concerning Judah and Jeruſalem, | 
Hear, O heavens; and give ear, O earth: for the 
Lonp hath ſpoken : I have nouriſhed and 1 2% up 

children, and they have rebelled againft me. 
The ox knoweth his owner, and the aſs his maſter's 


crib: but Iſrael doth not know, my people doth not 


conſider, 

Ah ſinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a ſeed 
of evil doers, children that are corrupters! They have 
forſaken the Lon, they have provoked the Hory Ong 
or IsRAEL nnto anger, they are gone away backward. 

Why ſhould ye be ſtricken any more? ye will revolt 


more and more: the whole head is fick, and the whole 


heart faint. | 

From the ſole of the foot even unto the head there is 
no ſoundneſs in it; but wounds and bruiſes, and putri- 
fying ſores; they have not been cloſed, neither bound 
up, neither mollified with $intment. 

Your country is deſolate, your cities are burned with 
fire: your land, ſtrangers devour it in your PR 
and it is deſolate as overthrown by ſtrangers. 

And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a 
vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a be- 
ſieged city. 


Except 
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Except the Lon of hoſts had left unto us a very ſmall 
remnant, we ſhould have been as Sodom, and we ſhould 
have been like unto Gomorrah. 

Hear the word of the Loxp, ye rulers of Sodom; give 
ear unto the law of our Go b, ye people of Gomorrah : to 
what purpoſe is the multitude of your ſacrifices unto 
me ? ſaith the Lonp: I am full of the burnt. offerings 
of rams, and the fat of fed beaſts; and I delight not in 
the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats. 

When ye come to appear before me, who hath re- 
quired this at your hand to tread my eourts? Bring no 
more vain oblations ; incenſe is an abomination unto me; 
the new moons and ſabbaths, the calling of aſſemblies, 
I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even 1 ſolemn 
meeting. 

Your new moons and your appointed feaſts my ſoul 
hateth: they are a trouble unto me ; I am weary to bear 
them. 

When ye 5 forth your ink I, will hide mine 
eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will 
not hear: your hands are full of blood. 

_ Waſh you, make you clean : put away the evil of your 
doings from before mine eyes; ceaſe to do evil ; learn to 
do well; ſeek judgment, relieve the oppreſſed, Judge the 
fatherleſ plead for the widow. 

Come now, and let us reaſon together, ſaith the Los: 
though your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as 
ſnow : though they be red as crimſon, they ſhall be as 
wool, 


If ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the good of | 


the land: but if ye refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall be devoured 
with the ſword-: for the mputh of the Lonn * hath 

ſpoken it, 
How is the faithful oy become an harlot ! it was full 
4 of 


/ 


| 


/ 
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of jadgment : n lodged in it; but nom mur - 


derers. 

Thy ſilver is become . thy wine mixed with wa- 
ter: thy princes are rebellious, and companions of 
thieves : every one loveth giſts, and followeth after re- 
wards: they judge not the fatherleſs, neither doth the 
cauſe of the widow come unto them. 

Therefore, ſaith the Lon, the Loxp of hoſts, the 
mighty one of Iſrael, Ah, I will eaſe me of mine adver- 
ſaries, and avenge me of mine enemies. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIOONWSSOS. 


Iſaiah began to propheſy in the reign of Uzziah, 
The foregoing extract from his writings ſhews, that the 
people of Judah, as well as thoſe of Iſrael, ated with 
great ingratitude to the LoD. How affectionate is this 
addreſs to them, like that of a tender father, endeayour- 
ing to reclaim a diſobedient child. It 1s ſuited not only 
to the people of Judah, but to all others, who are guilty 
of the ſame crimes, 


* 


SECTION . LXXXIV. 


THE REIGN OF ZECHARIAH AND OF SHALLUM, KINGS 
OF ISEAEL. 


From 2 Kings, Chap. xv. 


Is the thirty and eighth year of Uzziah king of Judah, 
did Zechariah the ſon of Jeroboam reign over Iſrael in 
Samaria. 

And he did chat which was evil in the fight of the 
Lok, as his fathers had done: he departed not from 


the fins of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, who made Iſracl 
8 
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f 
And shallum the ſon of Jabeſh conſpired againſt him, 
and ſmote him before the people, and flew him, after he 
had reigned fix months, and reigned in his ſtead. 
And the reſt of the acts of Zechariah, behold, they are 
Written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of 


Iſrael. 
This was the word of the Loxp, which he ſpake unto 


Jehn, ſaying, Thy ſons ſhall fit on the throne of Iſrael 
unto the fourth generation. And ſo it came to paſs. 


Shallum the ſon of Jabeſh began to reign in the nine 
and thirtieth year of Uzziah king of Judah, and he 
reigned a full month in Samaria. 

For Menahem the ſon of Gadi went up from Tirzah, 
and came to Samaria, and ſmote Shallum the ſon of Ja- 
beſh in Samaria, and flew him, and reigned in his ſtead, 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


It is ſuppoſed by learned authors, and is noted in the 
margins of our Bibles, that there was an interregnum 
(or ſpace of time when the nation was in a ſtate of 
anarchy and confuſion without any ſovereign) for eleven 
years (others ſay for twenty-two years): perhaps there 


were diſputes about the ſucceſſion, and conſpiracies formed 


by different factions, till at length Zechariah the ſon of 
Jeroboam was eſtabliſhed ; by which the Loxy's promiſe 
to Jehu, that hs ſors ſhould fit on the throne to the — 
generation, was fulfilled. 

We find, however, that Zechariah was a very impious 
prince, and his reign was ſhort; for Gop permitted him 
to be ſlain by one of his ſubjeRts, according to the pre- 


_ diftion of the prophet Amos, which he ſpake many 
years before, as follows: 1 will riſe againft the houſe of 


Feroboam wwith the feoord &. 
Shallum was a wicked uſurper, as will us na ) idolator, 


Amon, vii, 
4 and 
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and Gov's judgment was in a very ſhort time ſent upon 
him ; for he was ſuffered to fall by the hand of Mena- 
hem, Zechariah's general, who was then beſieging Tir- 
zah. On hearing what Shallum had done, Menahem 
marched to Samaria, defeated and flew him, under pre- 
tence of avenging the death of his ſovereign ; but, as it 
proved, to gratify his own ambitious views, 


SECTION LXXXV. 
THE HISTORY OF THE PROPHET JONAH. 


From Chap. i. &c. 


Now the word of the Lonxp came unto Jonah the fon 
of Amittai, ſaying, Ariſe, go to Nineveh that great 
city, and cry againſt it; for ther wickedneſs is come up 
before me. 

But Jonah roſe up to flee unto Tarſhiſh from the pre- 
ſenceof the Lox, and went down to Joppa : and he found 
a ſhip going to Tarſhiſh : ſo he paid the fare thereof, and 
went down into it to go with them unto Tarſhiſh, from 
the preſence of the Lomo. 

But the Lonp ſent out a great wind into the ſea, and 
there was a mighty tempeſt in the ſea, ſo that the ſhip 
was like to be broken. 

Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man 
unto his god, and caſt forth the wares that were in the 
thip into the ſea, to lighten it of them : but Jonah was 
gone down into the ſides of the ſhip; and he lay, and 
was faſt aſleep. 

So the ſhip-maſter came to him, and ſaid unto him, 
What meaneſt thou, O ſleeper? ariſe, call upon thy 


| Gop, if ſo be that Gop will think upon us that we 
periſh not. 


And they ſaid every one to his fellow, Come, and let 


us caſt lots; that we may know for whoſe cauſe this 


$2 evil 
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evil is upon us. So they caſt lots, and the lot fell upon 
Jonah. fi 


Then ſaid they unto Ga Tell us, we pray thee, for 
whoſe cauſe this evil is upon us: what is thine occupa- ] 


tion? and whence comeſt thou? what is thy country? 
and of what people art thou ? | 
And he ſaid unto them, I am an Hebrew : and I fear 
the Lonp the Gop of heaven, which hath made the ſca 
and the dry land. 
Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and ſaid unto 
- him, Why, haſt thou done this? for the men knew that 
he fled from the preſence of the Lo RD; becauſe he bad 
told them. 
Then ſaid they unto him, What ſhall we do unto 
thee, that the ſea may be calm unto us? for the a 


wrought and was tempeſtuous. 
And he ſaid unto them, Take me up, and caſt me Wi +, 
forth into the fea; ſo ſhall the ſea be calm unto you; WF 
for I know that for my ſake this great tempeſt is upon 1 
Fou. | it; oy h 
Nevertheleſs the men rowed hard to bring it to the 
land; but they could not: for the ſea wrought, and was vi 
tempeſtuous againſt them. ic 
Wherefore they cried unto the Lorp, and ſaid, We p. 
beſeech thee, O Lon, we beſeech thee, let us not penſh g 
for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: p 
for thou, O Loxp, haſt done as it pleaſed thee. 11 
So they took up Jonah and caſt him forth into the te 
ſea: and the ſea ceaſed from lier raging. 1 
Then the men feared the Lonp exceedingly, and of- ri 
fered a ſacrifice unto the LoD, and made vows. v 
| Now the Loxp had prepared a great -tith to ſwallow fc 
up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fiſh three n; 


days and three nights. 


Then 0! 


1 
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Then Jonah prayed unto the Lonxp his Gop ont of the 
fiſh's belly. 1 
And the Lok p ſpake unto the fiſh, and it vomited out 
Jonah upon the dry land, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


Jonah lived in the kingdom of Iſrael in the reigns of 
Tehoath and Jeroboam the ſecond. 

Nineveh, the capital of the Aſſyrian empire, at the 
time Jonah was ſent thither, was one of the largeſt an 
moſt ancient cities in the world; ſuppoſed to have been 
built by Nimrod not long after the Flood, and very ſoo 


after the tower of Babel; but afterwards greatly en- 


larged by Ninus, from whom it received its name. 
This city was fituated upon the banks of the Tigris, and 
(according to learned anthors) was in length about. 
twenty-one miles, nine broad, and fifty- four round; it. 
was ſurrounded with ſtately walls, and fortified with 
lofty towers, and is thought to have contained fix 
hundred thouſand perſons, 

The excuſe which Jonah made for difobeying the Di- 
vine command, and endeavouring to fly from the pre- 
tence of the Lokb, was, that he apprehended the Su- 
PREME BRING would, through bis infinite mercy and 
goodneſs, change his purpoſe, and that then. his pro- 
phet's predictions would be regarded as fictitious, and 
involve him in diſgrace, if not in deſtruction. It cer- 
tainly was very finful in Jonah to think thus, as he 
might have been certam the Logp would do what was 
right, and that, however he dealt with the Ninevites, he 
would protect his prophet It pleaſed the Lon p, there- 
fore, to infli& ſuch a puniſhment as ſhould convince Jo- 
nah of his error, ſtrengthen his faith, and give him 
credit with the world, who would be ready to liſten to 
one that had been ſo wonderfully preſerved. 

83 Whether 
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Whether the fiſh which ſwallowed up Jonah was z 
whale or not, is uncertain. Many travellers deſcribe 
ſome of this ſpecies, which they had ſeen, ſufficiently 


large to ſwallow a man; and inform us of various ſea- 


monſters beſide, of moſt enormous fize. Jonah's ſituation 
in the belly of the fiſh muſt have been very dreadful. 
The relation of his being kept alive in ſuch a place 
would be perfectly incredible, if we endeavoured to 
account for it in a natural way; but if we impute it to 
the miraculous power of Gop, it is no longer 10: for az 
ave are able, with our limited capacities, to apply the 
creatures to our uſe in ſuch a variety of ways, it cannot 
be unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that the GREAT CREATOR 
can do with them whatſoever ſeemeth good in hits ſight, 
Thoſe infidels, who diſbelieve the Scriptures, turn ſuch 
relations as this into ridicule ; but we ſhall do well in 
ayoiding the ſociety of ſuch impious perſons. Let w 
read theſe edifying hiſtories with attention, and learn 
from them to reverence the SUPREME BEING. 


SECTION LXXXVI. 


JONAH SENT AGAIN TO NINEVEH. 


From Chap. iii, iv. 


Axp the word of the LoxD came unto Jonah the ſe- 
cond time, ſaying, Ariſe, go unto Nineveh that great 
city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee. 

So Jonah aroſe, and went unto Nineveh, according to 
the word of the Logp. Now Nineveh was an exceed- 
ing great city of three days journey. 

And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's jour- 
ney, and he cried, and faid, Yet forty days and Nineveh 
thall be overthrown. f 
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18 ; So the people of Nineveh believed Gon, and pro- 
ribe claimed a faft, and put on ſackelothy from the greateſt of 
ily them even to the leaſt of them. 

For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he aroſe 


from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, ang co- 
ful vered him with ſackcloth, and fat in aſhes. 
And he cauſed it to be proclaimed, and publiſhed 


to through Nineyeb, by the decree of the king and his no- 
"ta bles, ſaying, Let neither man nor beaſt, herd nor flock, 
8 taſte any thing; let them not feed, nor drink water. 
he But let man and beaſt be covered with ſackcloth, and 
* cry mightily unto Gop : yea, let them turn every one 
oz | from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their 
bt hands, 
ch Who ean tell if Gov will turn and —_ and turn 


away from his fierce anger, that we periſh not? 

And Gop ſaw their works that they turned from their 
evil way: and Gop repented of the evil that he would 
do unto them, and he did it not. 

But it diſpleaſed Jonah exceedingly, and he was very 
angry. 

And he prayed unto the Lon, and ſaid, I pray thee, | 
O Lord, was not this my ſaying, when I was yet in my 
country? therefore I fled before unto Tarſhiſh : for I 
knew that thou art a gracious Gop, and merciful, ſtow 
to anger, and of great kindneſs, and repenteſt thee of 
the evil. 

Therefore now, O Lox, take, I beſeech thee, my life 

from me : fox it is better for me to die than to live. 

Then ſaid the Loxp, Doeſt thou well to be angry ? 

So Jonah went out of the city, and ſat on the eaſt fide 
of the city, and there made him a booth, and ſat under 
it in the ſhadow, till he might ſee what Wound become 
of the city, 8 

8 4 And 
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And the Loxp Gop prepared a gourd," and made it 
to come up over Jonah, that it might be a ſhadow over 
his head to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was 
exceedingly glad of the gourd. 

But Gop prepared a worm when the morning roſe thi 
next day, and it ſmote the gourd that it withered, 

And it came to paſs when the ſun did ariſe, that Gop 
prepared a vehement eaſt wind; and the ſun beat upon 
the head of Jonah that he fainted, and wiſhed in himſelf 
to die, and ſaid, It is better for me to die than to live, 

And Gop ſaid to Jonah, Doeſt thou well to be angry 
for the gourd? And he ſaid, I do well to be angry, even 
unto death. 

Then faid the Loxp, Thou haſt had pity on the gourd, 
for the which thou haſt not laboured, neither madeſt it 
grow: which came vp in a night, and periſhed in a 
night: 

And ſhould not 1 thts” Nineveh that great city, 
wherein are more than fix ſcore thouſand perſons, that 
cannot diſcern between their right hand and their left 
hand, and alſo much cattle ? 


ANNOTATIONS awd REFLECTIONS. 


The behaviour of the Ninevites was, on this occaſion, 
exemplary in the higheſt degree; and it is mentioned by 
our Saviou himſelf in the New Teſtament *, to the re- 
proach of Iſrael, We may learn from the happy effects 
of it, that public faſting and humiliation for national fin 
are pleaſing to the Loxp:;' not that He ſuffers his crea- 
tures to be afflicted, no farther than is conducive to their 
reformation, and to render them objects of his mercy 


and loving kindneſs. 


Math. xii, 41.—Luke xi. 32. 
Thaugh 


it 


8 
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Though the Lonp was in a peculiar manner the Gon 
of Iſrael, he did not utterly forſake the reſt of the world; 
the wonders which Gop wrought for his own people 
were done openly. In the wars with Iſrael, the heathens - 
frequently heard the prophets, and were eye-witneſſes 
of many miracles; but they hardened their hearts againſt 
conviction: notwithſtanding this (we have reaſon to 
think) they were not brought to utter deſtruction with- 
out particular warnings, of which we read many in- 
ſtances, | | 

It appears from Jonah's anger, that he was more ſo- 
hcitous for his own reputation, than for the honour of 
the Lox. This part of his conduct deſerves cenſure. 
His hiſtory teaches us to reflect on the omnipreſence of 
Gop, and to ſay with the Royal Pſalmiſt, JY4ither hall 
we go from Thy Spirit? or whither ſhall we flee from Thy * 
preſence.? If we aſcend up into heaven, Thou art there ; if 
we go down to the place of the. dead, Thou art there alſo. . 
ue take the wings of the. morning, and remain in the ut- 
termoſt parts of the ſea, even there alſo ſhall Thy hand lead 
us, and Thy right hand ſhall hold us! 


SECTION LXXXVII. 


THE REIGN OP. MENAHEM, PEKAIAH, AND PEKAH, 
KINGS OF ISRAEL. 


From 2 Kings, Chap, xv. 
Tay Menahem ſmote Tipſah, and all that were 


therein, and the coaſts thereof to Tirzah; becauſe they - 


opened not unto him. 
In the nine and thirtieth year of Azariah king of Ju- 
dah, began Menahem the fon of Gadi to reign' over 


Iſrael, | 


®* Pſalm cxxxix. 7. 
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And ba did that which was evil in the fight of the 
Lox: he departed not all his days from the fins of Jero- 
boam the ſon of Nebat, who made Iſrael to fin. 

And Paul the king of Aſſyria came againſt the land: 
and Menahem gave Pul a thouſand talents of filver, that 
his hand might be with him, to confirm the kingdom in 
his hand. 

And Menahem exacted the money of Iſrael, even of all 
the mighty men of wealth, of each man fifty ſhekels of 
filver, to give to the king of Aſſyria. $6 the king of 
Aſſyria turned back, and ſtayed not there in the land. 

And Menahem reigned ten years in Samaria, and he 


flept with his fathers : and Pekaiah his ſon reigned in his 


ſtead, 
In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekaiah 


the ſon of Menahem began toreign over Iſrael in Samaria, 


and reigned two years ; 

And did that which was evil in the fight of the Lord: 
he departed not from the fins of Jeroboam the ſon of Ne- 
bat, who made Iſrael to fin. 

But Pekah the ſon of Ramaliah, a captain of his con- 
ſpired againſt him, and ſmote him in Samaria, in the 
palace of the king's houſe, with Argob, and Arieh, and 


with him fifty men of the Gileadites : and he killed him, 


and reigned in his room. 

In the two and fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah, 
Pekah the ſon of Remaliah began to reign over Iſrael in 
Samaria, and reigned twenty years. 

And he did that which was evil in the fight of the 
LorD: he departed not from the fins of Jeroboam the 
ſon of Nebat, who made Iſrael to fin. 

In the days of Pekah king of Iſrael came Tiglath-pi- 
leſer king of Aſſyria, and took Hon, and Abel-beth-ma- 
achah, and Janoah, and Kadeſh, and Hazor, and Gilead, 

and 
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and Galilee, all the laud of Naphtali, and carried them 


_ captive to Aſſyria. 


And Hoſhea the ſon of Elah, made a conſpiracy 1 
Pekah the fon of Remaliah, and ſmote him, and flew 
him, and reigned in his ſtead, 

In the twentieth year of Jotham the ſon of Uzziah 
king of Judah, when Pekah had reigned twenty years. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 
Menahem was a monſter of barbarity ; his ambition 


would endure no oppoſition, as his miſerable ſubjects ex- 


perienced to their ſorrow | 
TirZzan, which is frequently mentioned in Scripture, 


was for a long time the regal city of the kingdom of Iſ- 


rael. Jeroboam, whq was the firſt king of Iſrael after the 
diviſion of the tribes (though he dwelt for ſome time at 
Shechem), reſided there in his latter days at leaſt, as did 
all the other kings of Iſrael, until Omri, having reigned 
fix years in Tirzah, built Samaria, and removed the royal 
ſeat thither, where it continued till a final period was put 
to the kingdom. Tipſah, where Menahem exerciſed ſo 
much cruelty, is ſuppoſed to have been a town near 
to Tirzah. | 

There is no occaſion to comment on the reign of Pe- 
kaiah; for what has been remarked of former kings, 
whoſe characters and fate reſembled his, may be applied: 
to him. 

Pekah's reign is rendered remarkable by the captivity 
of the tribe of Naphtali, and a conſiderable part of tho 
kingdom of Iſrael. | 

As we ſhall in the enſuing: hiſtory read a good deal 
about the Aſſyrians, it will be proper, before we proceed, 
to give a ſhort accourt of the origin of the ſecond Aſſy- 
rian monarchy. Pur. che king mentioned in this ſeRion, 
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appears (according to ſcripture) to have been the founder 
of it; and we havereaſon to conjecture, that he was raiſed 
up to great power, in the ſame manner as Hazael king of 
Syria had been, that he might be inſtrumental to the pu- 
niſhment of the Iſraelites, for their abominable idolatry 
and profaneneſs. For we do not read in ſacred hiftory 
of any king of Aſſyria till this period; and it had been fore- 
told, by the prophet Amos in particular, above twenty 
years before, that Gop would RAISE wp. a nation that 
ſhould humble the houſe of Iſrael, at that time elated with 
their ſacceſs againſt Damaſcus and Hamath : but what 
nation he names not; from which we may imply, that it 
did not then ſubſiſt, becauſe we find that ſucceeding pro- 
phets frequently mention the Aſſyrians. Pur is ſuppoſed 
to have reigned at Nineveh, and to have been either that 
king to whom Jonah preached, or, moſt likely, his ſon, 
What particular conqueſts he gained we are not told; but 
there is reaſon to think, that he either vanquiſhed or re- 
ceived voluntary homage from Syria and other nations, 
as well as from Iſrael. Perhaps Pul was rendered emi- 
nent, and permitted to moleſt Iſrael, as a reward for his 
repentance, and that of the Ninevites. 

The new monarchy of the Aſſyrians gained ground 
under the government of Ti6LaTwu-PILESER, who is ſup- 
poſed to have been the ſon and ſucceſſor of Pur. 


SECTION LXXXVIII. 


PART OF THE PROPHECY or HOSEA, 
From Chap. vii, Oe. 

Wuzs I would have healed Iſrael, then the iniquity | 
of Ephraim was diſcovered, and the wickedneſs of Sa- 
maria: for they commit falſhood: and the thief cometh 
in, and the troop of robbers . without. 

And 


T 
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And they conſider not in their hearts, that I remember 
all their wickedneſs: now their own doings have beſet 
them about; they are beforemy face. b 

They make the king glad with their wickedneſs, and 
the princes with their hes. 

Ephraim alſo is like a filly dove without heart: they 
call to Egypt, they go to Aſſyria. 

When they ſhall go, I will ſpread my net upon theins 
I will bring them down as the fowls of the heaven: I 


' will chaſtiſe them as their congregation hath heard. 


Woe unto them! for they have fled from me : deſtruc- 
tion unto them | becauſe they have tranſgreſſed againſt 
me: though I have redeemed them, yet they have ſpoken 
lies againſt me. 

And they have not cried unto me with their heart 
when they howled upon their beds: they aſſemble them- 
ſelves for corn and wine, and they rebel againſt me. 

Though I have bonnd and ftrengthened their arms, yet 
do they imagine miſchief againſt me. 

They return, but not to the moſt high: they are like a 
deceitful bow : their princes ſhall fall by the ſword for 
the rage of their tongue. This ſhall be their derifion i in 
the land of Egypt. 

Thy calf, O Samaria, hath caſt thee of; mine anger is 
kindled againſt them: how long will it be ere they attain 


to innocency ? 

For from Iſrael was it alſo; the workman made it: 
therefore it is not Gop: but the calf of Samaria ſhall be 
broken in pieces. 

For they have ſown the wind, and they ſhall reap the 
whirlwind : it hath not ſtalk : the bud thall yield no meal: 


if ſo be it yield, the ſtraugers thall ſwallow it up. 


Iſrael is ſwallowed up: now ſhall they be among the 


Gentiles as a veſſel wherein is no pleaſure. 
For 


— 


va 
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For they are gone up to Aſſyria, a wild aſs alone by 
himſelf: Ephraim hath hired lovers. 

Yea, though they have hired among the nations, now 
will I gather them, and they ſhall forrow a little for the 
burden of the king of princes. 

Becauſe Ephraim hath made many altars to fin, . 
ſhall be upon him to fin. 

I have written to him the great things of my law, but 
they were counted as a ſtrange thing. 

They ſacrifice fleſh for the ſacrifices of mine offerings, 
and eat it; but the Lon accepteth them not: now will 
he remember their iniquity, and viſit their fins; they 
ſhall return to Egypt. 

For Ifraet hath forgotten his Maker, and buildeth tem- 
ples ; and Judah hath multiplied fenced cities: but I will 
tend a fire upon his cities, and it ſhall deyour the palaces 
thereof. 

They ſhall not dwell in the Lonp s land ; but Ephraim 
ſhall return to Egypt, and they ſhall eat * things 
in Aſſyria. 

My Gop will caſt them away, becauſe * did not 
hearken unto him: and they ſhall be wanderers among 
the nations. 

For now they ſhall ſay, We have no king, m we 
feared not the Lon; what then ſhould a king do to us ? 

O Irael, return unto the Loxp thy Gop; for thou 
haſt fallen by thine iniquity. 

Take with you words, and turn to the Lon pz ſay unto 
him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciouſly : 
ſo will we render the calves of our lips. | 

Asſhur ſhall not fave us: we will not ride upon horſes: 
neither will we ſay any more to the work of our hands, 
Fe are our gods: for in thee the fatherleis findeth mercy. 
I will heal their backſliding, I will love them freely : 


for mine anger is turned away from them. 
I will 


| 
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l will be as the dew unto Iſrael : he ſhall grow as the 
lily, and caſt forth his roots as Lebanon. 

His brauches ſhall ſpread, and his beauty ſhall be as 
the olive-tree, and his ſmell as Lebanon. 

They that dwell under his ſhadow ſhall return; they 
ſhall revive as the corn, and grow as the vine: the ſcent 
thereof ſhall be as the wine of Lebanon, 

Ephraim ſhall ſay, What have I to do any more with 
idols? I have heard him, and obſerved him: I am like a 
green fir tree: from me is thy fruit found. 

Who is wiſe, and he ſhall underſtand theſe things? 
prudent, and he ſhall know them? for the ways of the 
Lord are right, and the juſt ſhall walk in them: but the 
tranſgreſſors ſhall fall therein. 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. 


By theſe extracts from Hoſea, who propheſied in the 
reigns of the kings whole hiſtory has juſt been related, 
we may perceive why the Loup reſolved to bring judg- 
ments on the land of Iſrael. 

From the beginning of this ſection we find, that they 
were warned not to go down to Egypt and Aſſyria for 
help: and that the great offence of the Iſraelites was wor- 
thipping idols, the golden calf in particular. The puniſh- 
ment / threatened for theſe crimes appears perfectly juſt 
and proper for thoſe who had forſaken their Maxer. 

In the latter part of this ſection, the prophet calls on 
the people to repent and return to the Lon, and fur- 
niſhes them with a prayer, very ſuitable to their neceſſi- 
ties; and then, in the name of their all-merciful Gop, 
promiſes bleſſings to thoſe who ſhould be truly penitent. 
The reformation of Iſrael from Idolatry is foretold, and 
their conſequent . under the emblem of a * 
flouriſhing ſig- tree. 

The 


done. 


( 400) 

The prophet concludes by ſaying, that whoſoever is 
wiſe and prudent, that is, all thoſe who are truly reli- 
gious, and deſirous of knowing the ways of the Lokp, 
ſhall underſtand theſe things. Such perfons (as the pſalm- 
iſt ſays) wiltobſerve theſe things *.. They will meditate on 
the mercies and judgments of Gop, that they may leara. 
how to obtain the one, and:to eſcape the other.. 


SECTION LXXXIX... 
THE REIGN. OF JOTHAM KING OF. JUDAH;. 
From 2 Kings, Chap. xv. 2 Chron, Chap. xXXVii. ö 


In. the ſecond year of Pekah the ſon of Remaliah king 
of Iſrael, began ann the ſon of Uzziah king of Judah 


to reign. 
And he did that which Was 1 in the ſight of the 
EoxD:. he did according to all that his father Uzziah had 


Howbeit, the high places were not removed: the peo- 


ple ſacrificed and burned incenſe ſtill on the high places. 


He built the higher gate of the Houſe of the Loxp, and 
the wall of Ophel. 

Moreover, he built cities in the mountains of Judah, 
and in the foreſts he built caſtles and towers. 

He fought alfo with the king of the Ammonites, and 
prevailed againſt them. And the children of Ammon 
gave him the ſame year an hundred talents of filver, and 
ten thouſand meaſures of Wheat, and ten thouſand of 
barley. So much did the children of Ammon pay unto 


him, both. the ſecond and third: So Jotham became 


mighty, becauſe he prepared his ways before the Lon 


his Gop, 


® Plalm cvii. 43. 
; (In 
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(In thoſe days the Lond began to ſend againſt Judah 
Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the ſon of Remaliah.) 

Now the reſt of the acts of Jotham, and all his wars, 
and his ways, lo, they are written in the book of the 
kings of Ifrael and Judah. | 

He was five and twenty years old when he began to 
reign, and he reigned fixteen years in Jeruſalem. 

And Jotham flept with his fathers, and they buried 
him in the city of David. And Ahaz his fon reigned in 


his ſtead, 
In the ſeventeenth year of Pekah the ſon of Remaliah, 


Ahaz the ſon of Jotham king of Judah began to re: gn. 

And it was told the houſe of David, ſaying, Syria is 
confederate with Ephraim, And his heart was moved, 
and the heart of his people, as the trees of the wood are 
moved with the wind, 

Then ſaid the Lonp unto Iſaiah, Go forth now to meet 
Aha, thou, and Shear-jaſhub thy ſon, at the end of the 
conduit of the upper pool 1 in the high way of the fuller's 
field: 

And ſay unto him, Take beed, and be quiet; fear not, 
neither be faint-hearted for the two tails of the ſmoking 
fire-brands, for the fierce anger ot Rezin with Syria, and 
of the ſon of Remaliah : 

Becauſe Syria, Ephraim, and the ſon of Remaliah, have 
taken evil counſel againſt thee, ſaying, Let us go up 
againſt Judah and vex it, and let us make a breach therein. 
for us, and ſet a king in the midſt of it, even the ſon of 
Tabeal; 

Thus faith the Lonp Gop, It ſhall not ſtand, neither 
ihall it come to paſs. 

For the head of Syria is Damaſcns, and the head of 
Damaſcus is Rezin: and within threeſcore and five years 


mall Ephraim be broken, that it be not a people. 


And 
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And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of 
Samaria is Remaliah's ſon, If ye will not believe, ſurely 
ye ſhall not be eſtabliſhed. 

Moreover, the Loxp ſpake again unto Ahaz, ſaying, 
Aſk thee a ſign of the Lord thy Goo, aſk it either 2 in the 
depth or in the height above. 

But Ahaz ſaid, I will not aſk, neither will I tempt the 
Losp. 

And he ſaid, Hear ye now, O houſe of David; Is it a 
ſmall thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary 
my Gop alſo? 

Therefore the Lonxp himſelf ſhall give you a ſign; 
Behold, a virgin ſhall conceive, and bear a fon, and ſhall 
call his name Emmanuel. . 

Butter and honey ſhall he eat, that he may know to 
refuſe the evil, and chooſe the good : for before the child 
ſhall know to refuſe the evil, and chooſe the good, the 
land that thou abhorreſt ſhall be forſaken of both ber 
kings. 

The Loxp ſhall bring upon thee and upon thy people, 
and upon thy father's houſe; days that have not come, 
from the day that Ephraim departed from Judah, even 
the king of Aſſyria. 

And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, that the Lonp 


ſmall hiG for the fly that is in the uttermoſt part of the 


rivers of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of 
Aſſy ria. 

And they ſhall come, and fhalt reſt all of them in the 
deſolate valleys, and in the holes of the rocks, and upon 
all thorns, and upon all buſhes. 

In the ſame day ſhall the Lon ſhave with a razor, 
that is bired, namety, by them beyond the river, by the 
king of Aſſyria, the head, and the bair of the feet: and it 
{hall alſa conſume the beard. 

| LED The 
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The Lon ſpake to me alſo again, ſaying, 

Foraſmuch as this people refuſeth the waters of Shiloah 
that go ſoftly, and rejoice in Rezin, and Remaliah's ſon ; 
Now therefore, behold, the Lon p bringeth up upon them 
the waters of the river, ſtrong and many, even the king of 
Aſſyria, and all his glory: and he ſhall come up over all 
his channels, and go oyer all his banks: 

And he ſhall paſs through Judah; he ſhall overflow 
and go over, he ſhall reach even to the neck: and the 
ſtretching out of his wings ſhall fill the breadth of thy 
land, O Emmanuel, 

Aſſociate yourſelves, O ye people, and ye ſhall be 
broken in pieces: and give ear, all ye of far countries; 
gird yourſelves, and ye ſhall be broken in pieces. 

Take counſel together, and it ſhall come to nought: 
ſpeak the word, and it ſhall not ſtand; for Gop is with us. 


ANNOTATIONS axv REFLECTIONS. 

Jotham being a pious good prince, was bleſſed with a 
proſperous and honourable reign; he gained ſome conſi- 
derable advantages, repaired and beautified the vm 
and at length died in peace. 

No king ever had greater incitements to obedience 
than Ahaz had, or more opportunities of doing good; for 
at the time of his acceſſion to the throne his kingdom 
was in a very flouriſhing ſtate, and the true religion eſta» 
bliſhed, We have reaſon to think that he had a good 
education, as well as a good example from his father 
beſides theſe advantages, Ahaz was particularly encou- 
raged to fear and ſerve the Lon, by the gracious meſſage 
ſent to him at the beginning of his reign by the prophet 
Ifaiah, when he dreaded the united forces of Ifrael and 
Syria, 

Atter the prophet Ifajah had affured Ahaz that tho 

enemies 
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enemies he dreaded ſhould not prevail againſt him, in 
order to convince this king that the final end of the jew- 
1th ſtate was not ſo near as he apprehended; and at the 
fame time to give a remarkable prophecy to the world; 
the Loxp (by the mouth of his prophet, as we may ſup- 
poſe) defired Ahaz to aſk for a ſign, though ever ſo dif- 
ficult, and it ſhould be granted. But Ahaz, whether out 
of reſpe&, or deſpondency and unbelief, refuſing to atk 
for a ſign, the prophet aſſured him from the I.oxp, that 
before that time came Emmanuel (or God with us), the 
promiſed Saviour *, ſhould be born, in a miraculous 
manner, and the kingdom of Ephraim and Afſyria de- 
ſtroyed. 

The prophet alſo foretold the future deſolation of the 
land of Iſrael and Judah by the kings of Egypt and 
Ailyria, 

The king of Aſſyria is here ſtyled the Hired razor, This 
is a parabolical expreſſion, ſignifying that the Loxp would 
employ this monarch as his inftrument to puniſh the 
Jews, and allow him to take the ſpoil of the country as 
wages for his ſervice. The #ead, feet, and beard, implied 
the different ranks of people, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt, that compoſed the nation, Theſe Gop threatened 
to cut off by the hand of the king of Atſyria, And the 
kings of Judah and Iſrael were warned that their form- 
ing confederacies and alliances with * nations would 


de to no purpoſe. 
Matthew i. 23. 


SECTION 
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SECTION XC. 


THE WICKEDNESS OF AHAZ. NUMBERS OF THE PEOPLE 
OF JUDAH SLAIN AND CARRIED INTO. CAPTIVITY. 


From 2 Chronicles, Chap. xxviii. 


Bor Ahaz did not that which was right in the eyes of 
the Lorp; 

For he walked in the ways of the kings of Iſrael, and 
made alſo molten images for Baalim. 

Moreover, he burned incenſe in the valley of the Ga 
of Hinnom, and burned his children in the fire, after the 
abominations of the heathen whom the Lonp had caſt 
out beſore the children of Iſrael. 

He ſacrificed alſo and burned incenſe in the high 
places, and on the hills, and under every green tree. 

Wherefore the Lord his Gop delivered him into the 
hand of the king of Syria : and they ſmote him, and car- 
ried away a great multitude of them captives, and brought 
them to Damaſcus. And he was alſo dehvered into the 
hand of the king of Ifracl, who ſmote him with a great 
ſlaughter, 

For Pekah the ſon of Remaliah flew in Judah an hun- 
dred and twenty thouſand ii one day, which were all 
valiant men; becauſe they had forſaken the Lond Gop 
of their fathers, 

And Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, ſlew Maaſeiah 
the king's ſon, and Azrikam the governor of the houſe, 
and Elkanah that was next to the king. 

And the children of Iſrael carried away captive of their 
| brethren two hundred thouſand women, ſons and daugh- 
ters, and took alſo away much ſpoil from them, and 
brought the ſpoil to Samaria. 


But a prophet of the LoD was there, whole name was 
Oded: 
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Oded: and he went out before the hoſt that came to Sa- 
maria, and ſaid unto them, Behold, becauſe the Loxy Gop 
of your fathers was wroth with Judah, he hath delivered 
them into your hand, and ye have ſlain them in a rage, 
that reacheth up unto heaven, 

And now ye purpoſe to keep under the children of 
Judah and Jeruſalem for bondmen and bond-women unto 
you: but are there not with you, even wth you, ſins 
againſt the Lonp your Gop? 

Now hear me therefore, and deliver the captives again, 
which ye have taken captive of your brethren: for the 
fierce wrath of the Loxp is upon you. | 

Then certain of the heads of the children of Ephraim, 
Azariah the ſon of Johanan, Berechiah the ſon of Me- 
ſhillemoth, and Jehizkiah the ſon of Shallum, and Amaſa 
the ſon of Hadlai, ſtood up againſt them that came from 
the war, 

And ſaid unto them, Ye ſhallnot bring in the . 
Hither : for whereas we have offended againſt the Loxp 
already, ye intend to add more to our fins and to our 
| treſpaſs: for our treſpaſs is great, and there is fierce wrath 
againſt Iſrael. 

So the armed men left the captives and the ſpoil, be- 
fore the princes and all the congregation. 

And the men which were expreſſed by name rods up, 
and took the captives, and with the ſpoil clothed all that 
were naked among them, and arrayed them, and ſhod 
them, and gave them to eat and to drink, and anointed 
them, and carried all the feeble of them upon afles, and 
brought them to Jericho the .city of palm-trees, to their 
-brethren : then they returned to Samaria. 

At that time Rezin king of Syria reeovered Elath to 
Syria, and drave the Jews from Elath: and the Syrians 


ce.eaame to Elath, and dwelt there unto this day. 


ANN OTATIONS 
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ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 


It is needleſs to comment on the wickedneſs of Ahaz, 
as the enormity of his guilt is ſo apparent; but we may 
obſerve, that it was greatly aggravated by his inattention 
to the goodneſs of the Lox, in ſending his prophet to 
him. Pekah, king of Iſrael, was very inveterate againſt 
Judah; and there is no knowing to what extremities he 
would have proceeded, if he had not been reſtrained by 
a prophet. 

It is ſhocking to read of wars between thoſe who 
were ſo nearly related, and who ſprang from the fame 
ſtock. From the prophet's reproof to the Iſraelites of 
Samaria, we may learn, that when unhappy animoſities 
prevail among thoſe. who are properly one people, all 
cruelty and oppreſſion ſhould be avoided by the victors. 
They ſhould call to mind, that the conquered are bre- 
thren, and on no account keep them in captivity, or de- 
light in deſtroying their country. The method which 
the heads of Ephraim took, in adminiſtering to the ne- 
ceſſities of the unfortunate priſoners, was truly noble, 
and worthy of imitation, 


SECTION KXCI. 
IMPIETY OF AHAZ—HIS DEATH. 
From 2 Chron. Chap, xxviii.—2 Kings, Chap. xvi, 
Ar that time did king Ahaz ſend unto the kings of 
Aſſyria to help him. 

For again the Edomites had come and ſmitten Judah, 
and carried away captives. 
The Philiſtines alſo had invaded the cities of the low 
country, and of the ſouth of Judah, and had taken Beth- 

| ſhemeſh, 
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ſhemeſh, and Ajalon, and Gederoth, and Shocho, with the 
villages thereof, Timnah with the villages thereof, Gim- 
e and the villages thereof: and they dwelt there. 

For the Lon brought Judah low, becauſe of Ahaz 
king of Iſrael: for he made Judah naked, 1. tranſgreſſi. 
* ſore againſt the Lon. 

So Ahaz ſent meſſengers to Tiglath-pileſer king of 
Aſſyria, ſaying, I am thy ſervant and thy ſon: come up, 
and ſave me ont of the hand of the king of Syria, and 
ont of the hand of the king of Iſrael, which riſe up 

againſt me. 

And Ahaz took the ſilver and gold that was found in 
the houſe of the Lox, and in the treaſures of the king's 
houſe, and ſent it for a preſent to the king of Aſſy ria. 

And the king of Aſſy ria hearkened unto him: for the 
king of Aſſyria went up againſt Damafeus, and took 
it, and carried the people of it captive to Kir, and flew 
Renin. 

And Tiglath-pileſer, king of Aſſyria, came unto him, 

and diſtreſſed him, but ſtrengthened him not. 

For Ahaztook away a portion out of the houſe of the 

 Lokp, and out of the houſe of the king, and of the prin- 
ces, and gave it unto the king of Aſſyria: but he helped 

him not. 

And king Ahaz went to Damaſcus to meet Tiglath- 

pileſer king of Aſſyria, and ſaw an altar that was at Da- 

maſcus: and king Ahaz fent to Urijah the prieſt the 

faſnion of the altar, and the pattern of it, according to 

all the workmanſhip thereof. 

And Urijah the prieſt built an altar according to all 
that king Ahaz had ſent from Damaſcus: ſo Urijah the 
prieſt raade it againſt king Ahaz came from Damaſcus. 

And when the king was come from Damaſcus, the 
king ſaw the altar: and the * approached to the altar, 


1 offered thereon. 
| 8 | | And 


\ 
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And he burned his burat-offering and his meat offer- 
ing, and poured his drink-offering, and ſprinkled the 
blood of his peace-offerings upon the altar. 

And he brought alſo the brazen altar which was be- 
fore the Loxp, from the fore-front of the houſe, from 
between the altar and the houſe of the Loxp, and put it 
on the north fide of the altar. 

And king Ahaz commanded Uryah the prieſt, ſaying, 
Upon the great altar burn the morning burnt-offering, 
and the evening meat-offering ; and the king's burnt- 
facrifice, and his meat-offering; with the burnt-offering 
of all the people of the land, and their meat-offering, 


and their drink-offerings ; and ſprinkle upon it all the 


blood of the burnt-offering, and all the blood of the ſa- 


crifice: and the brazen altar thall be for me to en- 


quire by. 

Thus did Urijah the prieſt, according to all that king 
Ahaz commanded. 

And king Ahaz cut off the borders of the baſes, and 
removed the laver from off them; and took down the 
ſea from off the brazen oxen that were under it, and put 
it upon a pavement of ſtones. 

And the covert for the ſabbath that they had built in 
the houſe, and the king's entry without, turned he from 
the houſe of the Lon, for the king of Aſſyria. 


And in the time of his diſtreſs did be treſpaſs yet 


more againſt the Lon: this is that king Ahaz. 
For he ſacrificed unto the gods of Damaſcus which 
ſmote dim: and he ſaid, Becauſe the gods of the kings 


of Syria help them, therefore will I ſacrifice to them, 


that they may help me. But they were the ruin of him 
and of all Iſrael. 
And Ahaz gathered together the veſſels of the hows 
A Gop, and cut in pieces the veſſels of the houſe of 
Ver. III. T | Gon, 


) 


| F ill 


a __ 


( 40) 


Gop, and ſhut up the doors of the houſe of the Lord, 


and he made him altars in every corner of Jeruſalem. 
And in every ſeveral city of Judah he made high 
places to, burn incenſe unto other gods, and provoked to 


anger the Lonp Gop of his fathers. 


——— 


And Ahaz reigned ſixteen years in Jeruſalem, and * | 


flept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city, 


even in Jeruſalem: but they brought him not into the 
ſepulchres of the kings of Iſrael, And Hezekiah his fon | 


— in his ſtead. 


- ANNOTATIONS Ax D REFLECTIONS. 


It is evident that Ahaz either forgot, or paid no re- 
gard to the threatenings of the prophet, that the king 
of Aſſyria ſhould be @ Hired razor to cut off the houſe of 
Iſrael and Judah. For when he found himſelf oppreſſed 
by enemies on every fide, inftead of appiying to the 
Lox for relief, he put himſelf under ſubjection to this 
very monarch, and endeavoured to hire his friendſhip 
with thoſe treaſures, which were approprmted to the 
Lord. His impious views were however defeated ; for 
Tiglath-Pileſer, inſtead of aflifting Ahaz, came up and 
diſtreſſed him, but ftrengthened him not. It is ſuppoſed 
that he turned his whole force againſt Syria, and that, 
after killing Rezin the king of Damaſcus, he ſeized on 
that place, which was the capital city, and put an end 
to the kingdom of Syria. 

What ſhecking impieties did Ahaz commit. That of 
removing the altar was a preſumptuous breach of the 
Divine law ; and his paying adoration to the gods of 
Syria, was an raw act of 9 againſt the RING or 


KINGS. 


Ahaz had a very unquiet reign. What death he 
died is not mentioned; but it is evident that his me- 
, mory 


* Law) 
mory was abhorred by his ſubjects, for he was not al- 


lowed an honourable burial in the ſepulchres of the 
kings of Iſrael; but interred like a private perſon, 


SECTION XCII. 


Wer BEGINNING OF THE REIGN OF HEZEKIAH 
KING OF JUDAH, 


From 2 Chronicles, Chap. xxix. 


Now it came to paſs in the third year of Hoſhea ſon. 
of Elah king of Iſrael, that Hezckiah the ſon of Abaz 
king of Judah began to reign. 

Hezekiab began to reign when he was five and twenty 
years old, 

And he did that which was right in the fight af the 
Lox, according to all that David his father had done. 

He removed the high places, and brake the images, 
and cut down the groves, and brake in pieces the brazen 
ſerpent that Moſes had made; for unto thoſe days the 
children of Iſrael did burn incenſe to it; and he called 
it Nehuſhtan. 

He, in the firſt year of his reign, in the firſt month, 
opened the doors of the houſe of the Lorp, and repair- 
ed them. 

And he brought in the prieſts and the Levites, and 
gathered them together into the eaſt ſtreet, and ſaid 
unto them, Hear me, ye Levites, ſanctify now yourſelves, 
and ſanctify the houſe of the LORD Goh of your fathers, 
and carry forth the filthineſs out of the holy place; 

For our fathers have treſpaſſed, and done that which 
was evil in the eyes of the Lon our Gop, and have for- 
ſaken him, and have turned away their faces from the 
habitation of the Lonp, and turned their backs: 
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Alſo they have ſhat up the doors of the porch, and 
put out the lamps, and have not burned incenſe, nor 
offered burnt-offerings in the holy place, unto the Gop | 
of IIracl. 

Wherefore the wrath of the Lonp was upon Judah 
and Jeruſalem, and e hath delivered them to trouble, to 
aſtoniſhment, and to hiſſing, as ye ſee with your eyes. 

For lo, our fathers have fallen by the ſword, and our 
ſons, and our daughters, and our wives, are in captivity 


for this. 
Now. it is in mine » beart to make a covenant with the 


Lon Gop of Iſrael, that bis fierce wrath may turn away 


from us. 
My ſons, be not now dat; for the Lonp hath 


choſen you to ſtand before him, to ſerve him, and that ye 
ſhould miniſter unto him, and burn incenſe. 

Then the Levites aroſe, and gathered their brethren, 
and ſanctified themſelves, and cleanſed the houſe. of the 
LorD, 

Then they went in to Hezekiah the king, and ſaid, - 
We have cleauſed all the houſe of the Lox, and the 
altar of burnt- offering, with all the veſſels thereof, and 
the ſhew-bread table, with all the veſſels thereof, 

Moreover, all the veſſels which king Ahaz in his reign 
did caſt away in his tranſgreſſion, have we prepared and 
ſanctified, and behold, they are before the altar of the 


LorD. 


Then Hezekiah the king roſe early, and gathered the 
rulers of the city, and went up to the houſe of the ben 

And they offered ſacrifices and burnt-offerings for all 
Iſrae), by the king's commandment. 

And he ſet the Levites in the houſe of the Loxp with 


cymbals, with pſalteries, and with harps, according to 
the commandment of David, and of Gad the king's ſeer, 
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and Nathan the prophet; for ſo was 1 commandment 
of the Lon p by his prophets. 

And the Levites ſtood with the inſtruments of David, 
and the prieſts with the trumpets. 

And Hezekiah commanded to offer the burut-offering 
upon the altar. And when the burnt- offering began, 
the ſong of the Loup began alfo with the trumpets, and 
with the inflruments ordained by David king of Hrael. 

And all the congregation worſhipped, and the fingers 
fang, and the trumpeters ſounded : and all this continued 
until the burnt-offering was finithed. So the ſervice of 
the houſe was ſet in order. 

And when they had made an end of offering the King 
and all that were preicnt with him bowed thethſelves a 
and worſhipped. 

And Hezekiah rejoiced, and all the people, that Gov 
had prepared the people: for the thing was done ſud- 
denly. 


ANNOTATIONS Ax D REFLECTIONS. 


The good Hezekxiau had been an aſſociate with his 
father in the laſt year of his reign, and, without doubt, 
had beheld with great concern the neglect of God's 
worſhip, but could not begin the reformation of the 
kingdom during the life of Ahaz. 

Hezekiah was very ſenſible that the miſeries which 
had fallen on the land of Judah were the juſt puniſh- 
ment for their wickedneſs, and the conſequence of their 
breach of their CovEN ANT, which the Lon had on his 
part ſo punctually performed: and he was very ſolicitous 
to renew the covenant, knowing that the Lorxp had 

' Promiſed he would turn to his people whenever they 

ſought him with a perfect heart, and forſook the fins 

which had rendered them abominable in his fight, The y 
1 3 "ng TR... 


(414) 


ſpeech which the good king made to the prieſts and Le- 
vites needs no explanation, apa it had the intended 
effect. | 
Ihe people of Iſrael had even made the brazen ſer- 
pent, which Moſes ereQed in the wilderneſs, an object 
of adoration Hezckiah lere Wougnt it neceſſary 
to deftroy it. 

The good king * next reſolved. to keep the paſſover, 
and, willing to extend his benevolence to the whole race 
of Jacob, he ſent to all the tribes, to give them notice 


of his intention; and though the land of Iſrael was in 


general immerſed in idolatry, there were flill ſome who 
gladly obeyed the ſummons, and aſſiſted at the ſo- 
lemnity. 

That the feaſt of unleavened kent might be enjoyed 
by the poor as well as the rich, Hezekiah himſelf made 
ample proviſion for it by his liberality, and every heart 
rejoiced in the hopes of God's returning favour ; their 
repentance found a gracious reception at the throne of 
mercy, and the BLESSING of the LORD was again reſtored 
to Ais people. 

So there was great joy in Feruſalem : for ſince the time 
of Solomon the fon of David * of Hael there was not the 
lite in Feruſalem. 

Then the prieſts the Tote aroſe, and bleed the peo- 
ple > and their voice was heard, and their prayer came 
wp to hs holy davelling-place, even unto heaven. 

Theſe religious exerciſes had a proper effect on the 
minds of the Iſraelites, and they proceeded to deſtroy 
all the monuments of idolatry that remained, Heze- 
kiah took care to renew the ſervice of the Temple ac- 
cording to the original inſtitution of it, and to provide 


* Sec 2 Chron, ch. xxx. | 
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for the maintenance of the prieſts and Levites. Judah 
was once more in an honourable and proſperous condi- 


tion, and had every eee ee, to be faithful to the 
Lox. 


SECTION XCII. 
PART OF THE PROPHECY OF ISAIAH, 


ADDRESSED TO THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL, 


From Chap. xxx. 

Wor to the rebellious children, ſaith the Loxp, that 
take counſel, but not of me; and that cover with a co- 
vering, but not of my ſpirit, that they may add fm 
to fn, 

That walk to go down into Egypt, and have not aſked 
at my mouth; to ſtrengthen themſelves in the ſtrength 
of Pharaoh, and to truſt in the ſhadow of Egypt ! | 

Therefore ſhall the ſtrength of Pharaoh be your ſhame, 
and the truſt in the ſhadow of Egypt your confuſion. 

For his princes were at Zoan, and his ambaſladors 
came to Hanes. 

They were all aſhamed of a people that could not 
profit them, nor be an help nor profit, but a ſhame, and 
alſo a reproach. 

Now the Egyptians are men, and not Gop; ond their 
horſes fleſh, and not ſpirit. When the Lonp ſhall 
ſtretch out his hand, both he that helpeth ſhall fall, and 
he that is holpen ſhall fall down, and they all ſhall fail 
together, _ 

For the Egyptians ſhall help in vain, and to no pur- 
poſe: therefore have I cried concerning this, their 
ſtrength is to fit ſtill. | 

Now go, write it before them in a table, and note it « 
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in a book, that it may be for the time to come for ever 
and ever: 

'That this is a rebellions people, lying children, children 
that will not hear the law. of the Lozy: 

Which ſay to the ſeers, See not; and to the prophets, 
Propheſy not unto us right things, ſpeak unto us ſmooth 
things, propheſy deceits : | 

Get you out of the way, turn afide out of the path, 
cauſe the Holy One of Iſrael to ceaſe from before us. 

Wherefore thus ſaith the Holy One of Iſrael, Becauſe 
ye deſpiſe this word, and truſt in oppreſſion and per- 
verſeneſs, and ſtay thereon : | 

Therefore this iniquity ſhall be to you as a breach 
ready to fall, ſwelling out in a bigh wall, whoſe break- 
ing cometh ſuddenly at an inſtant. ; 

And he ſhall break it as the breaking of the potter's 
veſſel, that is broken in pieces; he ſhall not ſpare, fo 
that there ſhall not be found in the burſting of it a ſherd 
to take fire from the hearth, or to take water withal out 
of the pit. 

For thus faith the Loxp Goo, the Holy One of Ic. 
rael, in returning and reſt ſhall ye be ſaved, in quiet- 

neſs and in confidence ſhall be your . and ye 

would not. 

But ye ſaid, No; for we will flee upon horſes; there- 

fore ſhall ye flee: and we will ride upon the ſwift ; 


therefore ſhall they that purſue you be ſwift. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 


It was certainly foreknown to the Lorp, that the Iſ- 
raclites would endeavour to form an alliance againſt the 
Aſſyrians, with the king of Egypt, and he graciouſly 
warned them not to take a meaſure ſo improper for 


thoſe to purſue, who, as the deſcendants of Abraham, 
Iſaac, 


{ WT 


Icaac, and Jacob, might with confidence have ſought ** 


Divine aid, if they would have repented and turned unto 
the Loxp their Gop. The conſequences that would 
follow their acting otherwiſe are here ſtrongly pointed 
out; and the offences for which the Lord reſolved to 
deſert them, and leave them as a prey to their enemies, 
are particularly enumerated, 


SECTION XCIV. 


THE CONCLUSION OF THE REIGN OF HOSHEA KING 
OF ISRAEL. 


From 2 Kings, Chap. xvii. 


Axp Hoſhea ſtill reigned over Iſrael : againſt him 
came up Shalmanezar king of Aſſyria, and Hoſhea be- 
came his fervant, and gave him preſents, 

And the king of Aſlyria found conſpiracy in Hoſhea: 
for he had ſent meſſengers to So king of Egypt, and 
brought no preſent to the king of Aſſyria, as he had 
done year by year: therefore the king of Aſſy ria ſhut 
him up, and bound him in priſon. 

Then the king of Aſſyria came up throughout all the 
land, and went up to Samaria, and beſieged it three years. 

In the ninth year of Hoſhea the king of Aſſyria took 
Samaria, and carried Iſrael away into Aſſyria, and placed 
them in Halah and in Habor by the river of Gozan, and 
11 the cities of the Medes; 

Becauſe they obeyed not the voice of the Lonxp their 
Gov, but tranſgreſſed his covenant, and all that Moſes 
the ſervant of the Loxp commanded, and would not 
hear them, nor do. them. 

For they ſerved idols, whereof the Loxp had ſail unto | 


them, Ye ſhall not do this thing. 
T5 Yet 
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Yet the Lon teftified againſt Iſracl, and againſt Ju- 
dab, by all the prophets, and by all the ſcers, ſaying, 
Turn ye from your evil ways, and keep my command- 


ments, and my ſtatutes, according to all the law which 


I commanded your fathers, and which I ſent to you by 


my ſervants the prophets. 


Notwithſtanding, they would not hear, but hardened 
their necks, like to the neck of their fathers, that did not 
believe in the Loxp their Gop. 

Therefore the Loxp was very angry with Iſrael, and 
removed them out of his fight : there was none left but 
the tribe of Judah only. 

So was Iſrael carried away out of their own land to 
Aſſy ria unto this day. 


ANNOTATIONS Ax D REFLECTIONS. 


After the death of Tiglath- pileſar, Shalmanezar ſuc- 
ceeded to the throne of Aſſyria, who obliged Hoſhea to 
become tributary to him. So, king of Egypt, was ori- 
ginally an Ethiopian, but had lately invaded Egypt, and 


having taken the king of that country priſoner, he cauſed 


him to be burnt alive, and then ſeizing his kingdom, 
reigned there in bis ſtead. So ſoon became powerful, 
and Hoſhea, king of Iſrael, notwithſtanding the warn- 
ings of Iſaiah, entered into a confederacy with him, 
hoping, by his aſſiſtance, to free himſelf from Aſſyrian 
bondage; and 1n conſequence of this, he withdrew his 
ſubjection from Shalmanezar, and would pay him no 
more tribute; and on this account it was, that the king 
of Aſſyria invaded Samaria. The people of Tſrael had fo 
repeatedly rebelled againſt the LoxD, and were become 


ſo incorrigtbly wicked, that Gop deſerted them, and 


they were left a prey to the Aſſyrians as they had been 
threatened, 
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Had the Ifraelites repented like the Ninevites, there 
is no doubt but that they alſo would have been ſaved 
from deſtruction. The Lonp would have reſtrained the 
fierce wrath of the Aſſyrian king, who was, though he 
knew it not, the rod of Divine anger *, But as neither 
kindneſs nor ſeverity could reform this rebellious na- 
tion, they were juſtly expoſed to the conſequences of 
their diſobedience, and the © Ifraelitiſh kingdom was 
brought to an end, after it had ſtood divided from that 
of Judah two hundred and fifty-four years. A great 
number of the Iſraelites eſcaped with their lives; ſome 
into Egypt, but more into the kingdom of Judah, where 
they weaned themſelves by degrees from their 1dolatries, 
and became ſubjects to Hezekiah, and his ſucceſſors.“ 
It is needleſs to mention the various conjectures of differ- 
ent authors reſpecting the countries to which the captive 
Jews were tranſported, as it is a point of no importance 
to us, and impoſſible to be exactly aſcertained, 65 þ>. © 


SECTION xcv. 


THE CONTINUATION CF THE REIGN OF HEZEKIAH 
KING OF JUDAH. | 


From 2 Kings, Chap. xviii—2 Chron, Chap. xxxii. 


Axp Hezekiah truſted in the Lord Gop of Iſrael; ſo 
that after him'was none like him among all the kings of 
Judah, nor any that were before him, 

For he clave to the Lok, and departed not from fol- 
lowing him, but kept his commandments, which the 
Lord commanded Moſes. | 

And the Loxpd was with him; and he proſpered 

* Iſaiah x. | 'M 
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whitherſoever he went forth, and he rebelled againſt the 

_ of Aſſyria, and ſerved him not. 

He ſmote the Philiſtines, even unto 8 and the 
8 thereof, from the tower of the watchmen to the 

fenced city. 

Now in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah did 
Sennacherib king of Aſſyria come up againſt all the 
fenced cities of Judah, ang took them. | 

And Hezekiah king of Judah ſent to the king of Aſ- 
"1 to Lachiſh, ſaying, I have offended: return from 

that which thou putteſtzon me, I will bear. And 
te kg of Aſſyria appointed unto Hezekiah king of Ju- 
dah three hundred ente of *. and thirty talents 
dot gold. Fa 
And Hezekiah gave FO all the filver that was found 
in the houſe of the Lonn, * in the treaſures of the 
king's houſe. 

At that time did Hezekiah cut. off the gold from the 
doors of the temple of the Lon bo, and from the pillars 
which Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid, and gave 
it to the king of Aſſyria. 

After theſe things and the eſtabliſhment thereof, Sen- 
nacherib king of Aſſyria came once more, and entered 
into Judah, and encamped againſt the fenced cities, and. 
thought to win them for himfelf. | 


. ANNOTATIONS Aub REFLECTIONS. 


It appears, that whilſt the king of Aſlyria was em- 
ployed againſt Samaria, Hezekiah took the opportunity 
of recovering what had been loſt from his kingdom in 
his father's reign ; and had ſuch ſucceis againſt the Phi- 
liſtines in particular, that he not only regained. the cities 
of Judah, which they had ſeized during the time that 
Pekab king of Iſrael, and Rezin king of Syria, diſtreſſed 

the 
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the land, but even diſpoſſeſſed them of almoſt all their 
own country, except Gaza and Gath :” theſe ſucceſſes 
encouraged Hezekiah to refuſe the tribute which Ahaz, 
his father, had agreed to pay to the king of Aſſyria, 
who, it is thought, was diverted from his purpoſe of in- 
vading him at this time, by a war which he was eny 
gaged in with the king of Tyre, and died before the 
concluſion of it. He was ſucceeded by his ſon Senna- 
cherib, who renewed the demand, and on Hezekiah's 
_ refuſal, came againſt him with a very powerful army,, 
and took from him a great number of fortified cities, in 
ſo ſhort a time, as ſeemed to threaten the total ruin of 
his whole kingdom. Hezekiah was terrified by theſe 
loſſes into a ſpeedy ſubmiſſion, and ſent 'an embaſly ac- 
knowledgipg himfelf in fault, and promiſing to ſubmit 
to whatever terras the conqueror ſhould impoſe. Senna- 
cherib was by theſe means induced to withdraw his: 
army for the preſent, and to give up the cities he had 
taken. The penalty he inflicted amounted to 350,000L 
of our money. This Hezekiah could. not pay, without 
taking ſome of the treaſures devoted to the Lox, and/ 
even ſtripping the temple of the ornaments which his 
own piety had dedicated. We may ſuppoſe, that he 
took this meaſure inconſiderately, and not preſump- 
tuouſly like Ahaz; but it certainly was a very wrong; 
one for the Captain of the Lorv's inheritance to have 
recourſe to, nor did it go unchaſtiſed. The reſpite he 
had ſo dearly bought, laſted but a little while, for the 
treacherous Aſſyrian king, who was ſtill at Lachiſh, ſoon 
after ſent his army again to beſiege the cities of Judah. 
It was foretold in the reign of Ahaz, by the prophet 
Ifaiah, that the Aſſyrian king ſhould be the inſtrument 
of inflicting Gop's judgments on the people of Iſrael, of 
all ranks and denominations, We have already ſeen * . 
| | how 
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how truly this prediction was fulfilled in reſpe to 
thoſe of Samaria ; and we now find the Divine threat- 
nings operating againſt thoſe of Jeruſalem. That the 
people might regard the Aſſyrian monarch as the 
ſcourge of Divine' vengeance, the prophet Liatah Was 


commithoned to proclaim him as ſuch. b 
3 SECTION XCVI. 
FART OF THE PROPHECY or ISAIAH, 
From Chap. x. 


O AssrRAxN, the rod of mine anger, and the ſtaff in 
their hand is mine indignation. 

I will ſend him againſt an hypocritical nation, and 

againft the people of my wrath will I give him a charge, 

to take the ſpoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them 
down like the mire of the ſtreets. 

_ Howbeit, he meaneth not ſo, neither doth his heart 
think ſo : but it is in his heart to deſtroy, and cut off na- 
tions not a few. For he ſaith, Are not my princes alto- 
gether kings? Is not Calno as Carchemiſh; is not Ha- 
math as Arpad? is not Samaria, as Damaſcus? As my 
hand hath found the kingdoms of the idols, and whoſe 
graven images did excel them of Jeruſalem and of Sa- 
maria; Shall I not, as I have done unto Samaria and her 
idols, ſo do to Jeruſalem and her idols? 

Wherefore it ſhall come to paſs, that when the Loxn 
hath pertormed his whole work upon mount Zion and 
on Jeruſalem, I will puniſh the fruit of the ſtout heart 
of the king of Aſſyria, and the glory of his high looks. 
For he ſaith, By the ſtrength of my hand I have done 
it, and by my wiſdom; for I am prudent: and I have 
removed the bounds of the people, and have robbed their 
treaſures, and I have put down the inhabitants like a 
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valiant man: And my hand hath found as a neſt the * 
riches of the people: and as one gathereth eggs that are 
left, have I gathered all the earth; and there was none 
that moved the wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped. 

Shall the ax boaſt itſelf againft him that heweth there- 
with; or ſhall the ſaw magnify itſelf againſt him that 
thaketh it? as if the rod ſhould ſhake itſelf againſt them 
that lift it up, or as if the ſtaff ſhould lift up itſelf; as if 
it were no Wood. | 

Therefore ſhall the Lonp, the Loxp of SPA end 
among his fat ones leanneſs; and under his glory he ſhall 
kindle a burning like the burning of a fire, 

And the light of Iſrael ſhall be for a fire, and his Holy 
One for a flame: and it ſhall burn and devour his thorns 
and his briers in one day; And ſhall conſume the glory 
of his foreſt, and of his fruitful field, both ſoul and body: 
and they ſhall be as when a ſtandard-bearer fainteth, 

And the reſt of the trees of his foreſt ſhall be ds 
a child may write them. 

And it ſhall come to-paſs in that day, that the rem- 
nant of Iſrael, and ſuch as are eſcaped of the houſe of 
Jacob, ſhall no more again ſtay upon him that ſmote 
them; but ſhall ſtay upon the Lonb, the Holy One of 
Iſrael, in truth. 


The remnant ſhall return, even the remnant of Jacob, 
unto the mighty God. 

For though thy people Iſrael be as the ſand of the ſea, 
yet a remnant of them ſhall return: the TDA on 
decreed ſhall overflow with righteouſneſs, 

For the Loxp Gop of hoſts foall make a conſumption, 
even determined in the midſt of all the land. 

Therefore thus faith the Loxpd GOD of hoſts, O my 
people, that dwelleſt in Zion, be not afraid of the Aſſy- 
rian: he ſhall ſmite thee with a rod, and ſhall lift up his. 
ſtaif againſt thee, after the manner of Egypt, 

For 
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For yet a very little while, and the indignation ſhall 
ceaſe, and mine anger, in their deſtruction. | 
And the Loxy of hoſts ſhall ſtir up a ſcourge for bim, 
according to the ſlaughter of Midian at the rock of Oreb: 
and as his rod was upon the ſea, fo ſhall he lift it up _ 


the manner of Egypt. 
And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, ae his 1 0 


mall be taken away from off thy ſhoulder, and his yoke 
from off thy neck, and the yoke ſhall be deſtroyed becauſe 


of the anoiuting. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 

This part of Ifaiah's propheey is ſuppoſed to have been 
written after the deſtruction of Samaria. It was calcu- 
lated to encourage the king and people of Judah to put 
their truſt and confidence in the Lon; and to comfort 
thoſe who had eſraped from Samaria, and taken refuge 
in the kingdom of Judah, with hopes that they ſhould be 
faved with the reſt of Gop's faithful. people, from the 


wrath of the proud king of Aſſyria. 
How vain are tyrants of their power, and of their con- 
queſts! and yet what is the mightieſt of them but the Rod 


of God's anger, and the ſtaff of bis indignation? 
8 ECTION XCVII. 


HEZEKIAH'S SICKNESS, 


From 2 Kings, Chap. xx. Jaial, Chap. xxxviii. 


In thoſe days, when Sennacherib king of Aſſyria oy 
and encamped againſt the fenced cities of Judah, and 
thought to win them for himſelf, was Hezekiah ſick unto 


death. 
And the prophet Iſaiah the fon of Amoz came to him, 


and ſaid unto him, Thus faith the Lon p, Set thy houſe in 
order ; for thou ſhalt die, and not live, |; 
| | Then 
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Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed unto 
the Loxp, ſaying, I beſcech thee, O Loxp, remember now 
-how I have walked before thee in truth, and with a per- 
ſe& heart, and have done that which is good in thy fight. 
And Hezekiah wept ſore. 

And it came to pafs afore Iſaiah was gone out into 
the middle court, that the word of the Loxn came to 


him, ſaying, Turn again, and tell Hezekiah, the captain 


of my people, Thus ſaith the Loxp, the Gon of David 
thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have ſeen thy 
tears: behold, I will heal thee: on the third day thou 
ſhalt go up unto the houſe of the Loy. 

And I will add unto thy days fifteen years : and I will 
deliver thee, and this city, out of the hand of the king 
of Aſſyria: and I will defend this city for mine own ſake, 
and for my ſervant David's ſake. 

And Hezekiah ſaid unto Iſaiah, What ſhall be the fign 
that the Loxp will heal me, and that I ſhall go up into 
the houſe of the Lonb the third day? And Iſaiah ſaid, 


This ſign ſhalt thou have of the Lorp, that the Lonp | 
will do the thing that he hath ſpoken: ſhall the ſhadow 


go forward ten degrees, or go back ten degrees? 

And Hezekiah anſwered, It is a light thing for the 
ſhadow to go down ten degrees: nay, but let the ſhadow 
return backward ten degrees, 

And Iſaiah the prophet cried unto the Lord: and he 
brought the ſhadow ten degrees backward, by which it 
had gone down in the dial of Ahaz. 

And Iſaiah ſaid, Take a lump of figs and lay them for 
a plaiſter ; and they took and laid it on the boil, and He- 
zekiah recovered. And this is the writing of Hezekiah 


king of Judah, when he had been fick, and was recover- 


ed of his ſickneſs: 


gates 


% 


I faid in the cutting-off of my days, I ſhall go to the 


666) 
gates of the grave: eren the reſidue oſ my 


years, 

1 ſaid, I ſhall not fee the Lonp, even the Lonp, in the 
land of the living: I ſhall behold man no more with the 
inhabitants of the world. 

Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as a 
ſhepherd's tent: I have cut off like a weaver my life: he 
will cut me off with pining ſickneſs: from day even to 
night wilt thou make an end of me. 

I reckoned till morning, that as a lion ſo will he break 
all my bones: from day even to night wilt thou make 
an end of me. 

Like a crane or a ſwallow, ſo did I chatter : I did mourn 
as a dove; mines eyes fail with looking upward: O Loxo, 
1am oppreſſed; undertake for me. 

What ſhall I ſay? he hath both ſpoken unto me, and 
- himſelf hath done it: I ſhall go ſoftly all my years in 
the bitterneſs of my ſoul. _ 

O Lox, by theſe things men live, and in all theſe 
things is the life of my n, ſo wilt thou recover me, 
and make me to live. 

Behold, for peace I had . bitterneſs: but thou haſt 
in love to my ſoul delivered it from the pit of corruption: 
for thou haſt caſt all my fins behind thy back. _ 

For the grave cannot praiſe thee, death cannot cele- 
'brate thee : they that go down into the pit cannot hope 
for thy truth. 

The living, the living, he ſhall praiſe thee, as 1 do this 
day : the father to the cluldren ſhall make known thy 
truth. 

The Loxp was ready to ſave me: therefore we will 
ſing my ſongs to the ſtringed inſtruments all the days of 
our life in the houſe of the Loxy. 


ANNOTATIONS 
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ANNOTATIONS awp REFLECTIONS, 

The diſeaſe with which Hezekiah was afflicted was, as 
we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, defigned as a farther chaſ- 
tiſement for his ſtripping the Temple, and ſubrnitting to 
Sennacherib; it was in its nature mortal, and above the 
power of human art to cure; the prophet Iſaiah was ſent 
to apprize him of his danger, that he might fettle his 
worldly affairs, and prepare. his mind for the awful | 
change which he was ſoon to experience. 

Beſides the love of life, ſo natural to all men, Hezekiah 
had many reaſons to make him particnlarly defirous of it 
at that time. The Aſſyrian power threatened to over- 
whelm his kingdom, and he had as yet no ſon to ſucceed 
him, which was a circumſtance of great affliction, as he 
was the laſt of the royal family of David. He ſaw'rum 
and deſolation likely to fall on his country, and had rea- 
ſon to fear he was under the diſpleaſure of Gop, as 
length of days was a part of the bleſſing which the Loxp 
had promiſed to good kings: having theſe proſpects be- 
fore his eyes, he might well melt into tears at the 
thoughts of approaching death. 

As king of Iſrael, Hezekiah might with propriety plead 
his adherence to the worthip of the Lozxy, becauſe the 
LoxD had promiſed His favour on that condition. The 
ſign which was granted to ftrengthen Hezekiah's faith 
was of a very extraordinary nature; it is needleſs to give 
a particular deſcription of the miracle, as it cannot be ac- 
counted for by natural means; but however aſtoniſhing 
the relation of it may appear, it certainly was not too 
difhcult for the ALmrGarty to effect. 

We may underſtand, from Hezekiah's own reffections, 
(which the prophet has tranſmitted to us) that Bis piety 
and humility were very great. His writing, as it is 
called, affords a very lively picture of what paſſed in his 
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. mind. The king appears to have been at firſt ſtruck 


with horror and diſmay at the thoughts that his life would 
be cut ſhort, and that he ſhould not hve to ſee the deli- 
verance which he truſted the Loxp would effect for Judah. 


He dreaded the increaſe of pains and agonies, which were 


already more than nature could well ſuſtain. He found 
no relief; but continued to lament his preſent miſery, and 
approaching diſſolution. He repeated his earneſt ſuppli- 
eation, that the Loxp would grant him eaſe. He conſi- 
dered that it was the Divine will that he ſhould be thus 
afflicted, and reſolved to moderate the exceſs of his grief, 
and ſubmit with patience. A ray of Divine conſolation 
immediately darted into his mind. He now regarded this 


mortal ſickneſs as the harbinger of life and immortality ; 


he conſidered the death of the body as the birth of the 
foul ; he felt a happy preſentiment that he ſhould not he 
for ever in the grave. The SeixIT of the LORD whiſpered 
to Ais ſpirit, that Divine mercy had redeemed him from 
that deſtruction which his repeated crimes deſerved, and 
that the puniſhment of his fins was remitted, He called 
to mind the numberleſs promiſes. which the LoD had 
made of everlaſting bleſſings; and felt in his heart an ar- 
dent deſire to praiſe the Lon for ever. He could not 
think that this deſire, and the hope of immortality, in- 
herent in the mind of man, would be extinguiſhed by 
death; nor could he believe, when he reflected on the 
capacity of the human ſoul, that its exiſtence was limited 
to this imperfect ſtate: he therefore concluded, that it 
would ſurvive the death of the body; and that he ſhould 
in a future ſtate celebrate the praiſes of the Loxp. He- 
zekiah alſo appears to have hed a preſage that he ſhould 


have a ſon to ſucceed him. 


Had the good king died at this time, thete 1 1s no doubt 


but be would have found his bopes reſpecting immor- 
tality 


— 
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tality confirmed; but to ſhew the efficacy of prayer, to 


reward him as a faithful king, and to do kindneſs to the 
people of Judah, his life was prolonged. 

From the prophet's advice to Hezekiah, m /et his houſe 
in order, all perſons are admoniſhed to ſettle their worldly 
concerns before their death, for the ſake of their ſur- 
viving friends. We may alſo from the prophet's example 
conſider it as the duty of a friend to acquaint thoſe who are 
in an irrecoverable ſtate of their danger. How many 
through a miſtaken tenderneſs are flattered, even to the 
laſt moments, into a behef that they hall lide and not die ! 
amuſed with company ; nay, even tempted to waſte thoſe 
precious moments in card-playing, which ſhould be em- 
ployed in imploring Divine mercy for their numberleſs 
offences; they launch into eternity, unprepared, to meet 
their heavenly judge! 

It is probable, that thoſe who have led good Hives will 
at firſt be affected with the awful tidings, as Hezekiah 
was; but the conſciouſneſs of having endeavoured to per- 
form their duty in an acceptable manner, will encourage 
them to have immediate recourſe to prayer and medita- 
tion, which will produce a train of reflections ſimilar to 
thoſe of the good king. The ſincere and humble chriſtian 
will enjoy a ſtill higher degree of conſolation than he 
could receive, becauſe fe and immortality, which were 
but imperfectly hoped for by the Jews, have been brought 
40 light by the Goſpel, So far from regretting that his days 
are cut ſhort, the chriſtian will refign his ſoul into the 
hands of his Repeemer with joyful expectation; not 
merely hoping, but well aſſured, that in /ove to it his Sa- 
VIOUR fas delivered it from the pit of corruption, and pur- 
chaſed remiſſion for his fins ; and that he ſhall nn fee 
the Lonb in the land of the diving. 


Nor will the caſe of the abandoned finner be made worſe 


by 
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by his being informed, that the hand of death! is upon 


him. Without repentance there is no remiſſiom for fins, and 


though it is dangerous to defer the work of repentance 


to a death bed, it affords the only chance of procuring 
pardon for thoſe who have before neglected it. Snrely 


then it is cruelty to exclude any one from this opportu- 
nity of making their peace” with their offended: Gov. 
Divine mercy is infinite, and the example of the penitent 
thief on the croſs affords encouragement to 1 that 
ſincere contrition will never ſupplicate in vain, | 


The only objection that can reaſonably be made to the 


meaſure here recommended is, that the agitation of mind 
ſuch dreadful tidings will naturally produce may aggra- 
vate the diſeaſe. It ſhould be remembered, that diſeaſes 
come from Gop, whoſe mercy may humbly be expected 
to co-operate in ſuch a cafe with the pions intentions of 
the friend. It may be proper alſo to reflect on the con- 
ſternation which a ſoul unprepared muſt unavoidably eS- 
perience immediately on its ſeparation from the body, 
when no kind friend can adminiſter the balm of conſola- 
tion; when the day of grace is gone for ever! Great 
caution, however, ſhould be uſed in mentioning a cir- 
cumſtance which cannot fail of ſtriking the mind, even 
of the beſt of men, with awe and apprehenſion. 


SECTION XCVIII. 
KEZTKLAH'S | CONFIDENCE IN THE LORD, 
From 2 ee Chap. XXX11, 


Axd when Hezekiah fo that Serinacherid was come, 


and that he was purpoſed to fight againſt Jeruſalem, he 
took counſel, with his princes and his mighty men, toſtop 
| | the 
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the witers of the fountains which were without the city. 
And they did help him, 

So there was gathered much people together, who 
ſtopped all the fountains, and the brook that ran through 
the midſt of the land, faying, Why ſhould the kings of 
Aſſyria come and find much water? 

Alſo he ſtrengthened himſelf, and built up all the wall 
that was broken, and raiſed it up to the towers, and 
another wall without, and repaired Millo in the city of 
David, and made darts and ſhields in abundance. 

And he ſet captains of war over the people, and ga- 
thered them together to him in the ſtreet of the gate of 
the city, and ſpake comfortably to them, ſaying, Be 
ſtrong and courageous, be not afraid nor diſmayed for 
the king of Aſſyria, nor for all the multitude that is with 
him: for there be more with us than with him. 

With him is an arm of fleſh; but with us is the Lorn 
our Gon, to help us, and to fight our battles. And the 
people reſted themſelves upon the words of Hezekiah 
king of Judah. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


Awakened to a proper ſenſe of his duty, by the reflec- 
tions which he had made in his illneſs, Hezekiah was no 
ſooner recovered than he made all pothible preparations 
for a brave defence of his kingdom; he fortified Jeruſa» 
Jem, laid in great ſtore of arms and proviſions for the 
ſiege, and cut off, as much as poſſible, all ſupply of water 
from the enemy. | F 

By the exhortations which the good king gave to his 
officers, we may underſtand, that his raind was full of 
faith and corrfidence in the power of the Lon. 


0 
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SECTION XCR. 
THE CONTINUATION OF THE REIGN OF HEZEKIAN 
KING OF JUDAH. 


From 2 Kings, Chap. xviil, 


Ax the king of Aſſyria ſent Tartan, and Rabſaris, and 
Nab-ſhakeh, from Lachiſh to king Hezekiah, with a great 
hoſt againſt Jeruſalem. And they went up and came te 
Jeruſalem. And when they were come up, they came 
and ſtood by the conduit of the upper pool, which is in 


the high way ef the fuller's field. 
And when they had called to the king, there came out 


to them Eliakim the ſon of Hilkiah, which was over the 
* houſhold, and Shebna the ſcribe, and Joah the ſon of 
Aſaph the recorder. 

And Rab-thakeh ſaid unto them, Speak ye now to He- 
- zekiah, Thus ſaith the great king, the king of Aſſyria, 
What confidence is this wherein thou truſteth? 
Thou fayeſt (but they are but vain words) I have 
counſel and ſtrength for the war. Now on whom doſt 
thou truſt, that thou rebelleſt againſt me? Now, behold, 
thou truſteſt upon the ſtaff of this bruiſed reed, even upon 
Egypt, on which if a man lean, it will go into his hand, 
and pierce it: ſo is Pharaoh king of Egypt unto all that 
truſt on him. 

But if ye ſay unto me, we traſt in the Loxp our 3 
is not that he whoſe high places, and whoſe altars, Heze- 
kiah hath taken away, and hath ſaid to Judah and Jeru- 
ſalem, Ye ſhall worſhip before this altar in Jeruſalem? 
Now therefore, I pray thee, give pledges to my Jord the 
king of Aſſyria, and I will deliver thee two thouſand 
© horſes, if thou be able on thy part to ſet riders upon them. 


How then wilt thou turn away the face of one captain 
| "rs oh 
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of the leaſt of my maſter's ſervants, and put thy truſt in 


Egypt for chariots and for horſemen? Am I now come 


up without the Lox againſt this place to deftroy it? the 
Lox ſaid to me, Go up againſt his land, arid deftroy it. 

Then ſaid Eliakim the fon of Hilkiah, and Shebna, and 
Joah, unto Rab-ſhakeh, Speak, I pray thee, to the ſer- 
vants in the Syrian language; for we underſtand it: and 
talk not with us in the Jews language, in the ears of the 
people that are on the wall. 


But Rab-ſhakeh ſaid unto them, Hath my maſter 


ſent me to thy maſter, and to thee, to ſpeak theſe words? 
hath he not ſent me to the men which fit on the wall, 
that they may be puniſhed with you? Then Rab-ſhakeh 
ſtood and cried with a loud voice in the Jews language, 
and ſpake, faying, Hear the word of the great king, the 
king of Aſſyria: Thus ſaith the king, Let not Hezekiah 
deceive you: for he ſhall not be able to deliver you out of 


his hand. 


Neither let Hezekiah make you truſt in the Lon, ſay- 
ing, The Lon will ſurely deliver us, and this city ſhall 
not be delivered into the hand of the king of Aſſyria. 

Hearken not unto Hezekiah, For thus ſaith the king 
of Aſlyria, Make an agreement with me by a preſent, 
and come out to me, and then eat ye every man of his 
own vine, and every one of his fig-tree, and drink ye 
every one the waters of his ciſtern: Until I come and 
take you away to a land like your own land, a land of* 
corn and wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of 


- oikolive and of honey, that ye may live, and not die: and 


hearken not unto JHHezekiah, when he perſuadeth You, 
4aymg; The Lonp will deliver us. 

Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered at all 
his land out of the hand of the king of Aſſyria? Where are 
the gods of Hamath, and of Arpad: where are the gods 
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of 1 Hena, and Ivah? have they delivered Sa- 
maria out of mine hand? Who are they among all the 
gods of the countries that have delivered their country 
cout of mine hand, that the Loxp ſhould deliver Jeruſalem 
out of mine hand? But the people held their peace, and 
anſwered him not a word. For the king's commandment 
Was, ſaying, Anſwer him not. 


ANNOTATIONS axv REFLECTIONS. 


It ſeerns that Sennacherib, after he had laid the plan 
for the ſiege of Jeruſalem, went back to Lachiſh, and ſent 
three of his generals with a very great army to conduct it, 
The ſpeech, which Rab-ſhakeh made to Hezekiah's 
miniſters, was an open inſult to the Loxp Gop of Iſrael. 

It does not appear that Hezekiah had any intention of 
ſeeking ſuccours from Egypt; but as the king of Iſrael 
had formed an alliance with that nation, Rab-ſhakeh wo 
poſed the king of Judah would do the ſame. 

It is very remarkable, that notwithſtanding Rab-ſhakeh 
affected to deſpiſe the Loxp, he pretended to have been 
ſent by Him to deſtroy His land. This circumſtance 
ſeems to indicate, that Iſaiah's prophecy, which foretold 
that the Aſſyrian power ſhould be the ſcourge both of 
Irael and Jadab, had been delivered ſo publicly, that 
 Rab-ſhakeh had heard of it; and though he had no faith 
in the Lon, he might think proper to refer to the pro- 
phecy, in order to intimidate the king and pores of 
Judah. 

Rab-ſhakeh was a very eloquent man, and Eliakim 
had great reaſon to dread the effect of his plauſible argu- 
ments, eſpecially as the people of Judah had on ſo many 
occaſions been perſuaded to forſake the Lon, and join 
with idolators; and were in particular danger of being 
ſeduced at a time when ſuch misſortunes threatened 

them, 
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them, as they could not by human means avert: but the 


good example of their excellent ſovereign, and a regular 


attendance on public worſhip, had produced ſuch happy 


effects on their minds, that they readily obeyed the com- 
mand which Hezekiah had previouſly given, and liſtened 


tothe vain boaſtings 11 Rab-haken with filent indig- 
— 


SECTION c. 


NEZEKIAH'S HUMILIATION=—HIS PRAYER, 


From 2 Kings, Chaps. xviil, xix 


Turn came Eliakim the ſon of Hilkiah, which was 
over the houſhold, and Shebna the ſcribe, and Joah the 
fon of Aſaph the recorder, to Hezekiah with their cloaths 
rent, and told him the words of Rab-ſhakeh. 

And it came to paſs when king Hezekiah heard it, 
that he rent his cloaths and covered himſelf with ſack- 
cloth, and went into the houſe of the Lon p. 

And he ſent Ehakim, which was over the houſhold, 
and Shebna the ſcribe, and the elders of the prieſts co- 
vered with ſackcloth, to Iſaiah the prophet, the fon of 
And they ſaid to him, Thus faith Hezekiah, This is a 
day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of blaſphemy. 

It may be the Lord thy Gop will hear all the words 
of Rab-ſhakeh, whom the king of Aſſyria his maſter hath 
ſent to reproach the living Gop: and will reprove the 
words which the Loxp thy Gop hath heard: wherefore 
lift up thy prayer for the remnant that are left. 

So the ſervants of king Hezekiah came to Iſaiah, 

And Ifaiah ſaid unto them, Thus ſhall ye ſay to your - 
matter, Thus ſaith the Lonp, Be not afraid of the words 
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which thou haſt heard, with which the ſervants of the 
king of Aſſyria have blaſphemed me. 

Behold, I will ſend a blaſt upon him, and he ſhall hear 
a rumour, and ſhall return to his own land: and I will 
cauſe him to fall by the ſword in his own land. 

So Rab-ſhakeh returned and found the king of Aſſyria 
warring againſt Libnah : for he had heard that he was de- 
parted from Lachiſh. 

And when he heard fay of Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, 
Behold, he is come out to fight againſt thee: he ſent 
meſſengers again unto Hezekiab, ſaying, Thus ſhall ye 
ſpeak to Hezekiah king of Judah, ſaying, Let not thy 
Gop in whom thou truſteſt deceive thee, ſaying Jeru- 
ſalem ſhall not be delivered into the hand of the en 
Aſſyria. 
 Bebold, thou haſt heard what the kings of An 
have done to all the lands, by deſtroying them utterly: 
and ſhalt thou be delivered? Have the gods of the na- 
tions delivered them which my fathers have deſtroyed; 
as Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the children of 
Eden, which were in Thelazar? Where is the king of 
Hamath, and the king of Arpad, and the king of the 
city of Sepharvaim, of Henah, and Ivah? © 

And Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of the 
meſſengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up into the 
houſe of the Loxo, and ſpread it before the Lonp, 

And Hezekiah prayed before the Loxp; and ſaid, O 
Loxp Gop of Iſrael, which dwelleſt between the cheru- 
bims, thou art the Gop, even thou alone, of all the king- 

doms of the earth; thou haſt made heaven and earth, 
Lon, bow down thine ear, and hear: open, Loo, 
thine eyes, and ſee: and hear the words of Sennacherib, 
who hath ſent him to'reproach the living Go. 


Of a truth, Lox, the kings of Aflyria have deftroyed 
the 
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the nations and their lands, and have caſt their gods into 
the fire: for they were no gods, but the work of men's 
hands, wood and ſtone : therefore have they deſtroyed 
them, 
Nov . O Loxp our Gop, I beſeech thee, 
fave thou us out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of 


the earth may know that thou art the Lorp * even 
thou only. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 


The behaviour of Hezekiah, when he received the in- 
ſulting meſſage of the Aſſyrian king, was perfectly ſuit- 
ed to the occaſion, and expreſſive of the ſorrow he felt at 
the indignity offered to the Loxp Gov. 

The anſwer which Iſaiah returned in the name of the 
Lon p, muſt have afforded great conſolation to the good 
king Hezekiah; and his prediction, that Sennacherib 
ſhould hear a rumour, and return to his own land, was 
ſoon verified; for the Aſſyrian monarch was informed, 
that the king of Ethiopia intended to make war againſt 
him, on which he departed from Lachiſh to defend his 
own country, inſtead of going to the ſiege of Jeruſalem, 
and when Rab-ſhakeh came to inform him of his late 
proceedings, he found Sennacherib fully engaged in 
another war; however he wrote a haughty letter to He- 
zekiah, in which he repeated the meſſage which Rab- 
ſhakeh had before delivered. Hezekiah juſtly confidered 
this as a preſumptuous defiance of the ALmicuty Gop, 
and prayed the Lonp to take the cauſe into his own 
hands, and maintain the honour of his holy name, not 
doubting but that he could deliver him and his * 
from the power of the Aſſyrian king. 
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8EC TI ON 0. 
| GOD'S MESSAGE TO HEZEKIAH. 
From 2 Kings, Chap. Xix. 


Tarw Iſaiah the ſon of Amoz ſent to Hezekiah, ſay- 
ing, Thus faith the Loxp Gop of Ifrael, That which 
thou haſt prayed to me againſt Sennacherib king of At- 
ſyria I have heard. 

This is the word that the Lonp hath ſpoken concern- 
ing him: The virgin, the daughter of Zion, hath de- 
ſpiſed thee, and laughed thee to ſcorn, the daughter of 
Jeruſalem hath ſhaken her head at thee, 

Whom haſt thou reproached and blaſphemed? and 
againſt whom haſt thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up 
_ - thine eyes on high? even againſt the Holy One of Iſrael. 

By thy meſſengers thou haſt reproached the Loxp, 
and haſt ſaid, With the multitude of my chariots I am 
come up to the height of the mountains, to the fides of 
Lebanon, and will cut down the tall cedar-trees thereof, 
and the choice fir-trees thereof: and I will enter into 
the lodgings of his borders, and into the foreſt of his 
Carmel. 

I have digged and drunk ſtrange waters, and with the 
ſole of my feet have I dried up all the rivers of befieged 
places. 

Haſt thou not heard long ago how I have done it, and 
of ancient times that I have formed it? now have I 

brought it to paſs that thou ſhouldeſt be to lay waſte 
fenced cities into ruinous heaps. | 

Therefore the inhabitants were of -ſmall power, they 
were diſmayed and confounded : they were as the graſs 
of the field, and as the green herb, as the graſs on the 
houſe-tops, and as corn blaſted before it be grown up. 


But 


| ( 439 ) 
But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy 
coming in, and thy rage againſt me. 

| Becauſe thy rage againſt me and thy tumult is cone 
up into mine ears, therefore I will put my hook in thy 
noſe, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back 
by the way by which thou cameſt. 

And this ſhall be a fign unto thee, Ye ſhall eat this 
year ſuch things as grow of themſelves, and in the ſe- 
cond year that which ſpringeth of the ſame ; and in the 
third year ſow yeand reap, and plant vineyards, and eat 
the fruits thereof. | 

And the remnent that is eſcaped of the houſe of ſu- 
dah ſhall yet again take root downward, and bear fruit 
upward. 

For out of Jeruſalem ſhall go forth a 8 = 
they that eſcape out of mount Zion: the zeal of the 
Lonxp of hoſts ſhall do this. 

Therefore thus faith the Loxp concerning the king 
of Aſſyria, He ſhall not come into this city, nor ſhoot an 
arrow there, nor come before it with ſhield, nor caſt a 
bank againſt it. 

By the way that he came, by the ſame ſhall he re- 
turn, and ſhall not come into this city, ſaith the Lon. 

For I will defend this city to ſave it, for mine own 
ſake, and for my ſervant David's ſake. 


ANNOTATIONS axv REFLECTIONS. 


The prayer which Hezekiah had offered up, was ſs 
perfectly agreeable to the Divine will, and fo ſuitable to 
his own character, as captain of the Lonp's inleritance, 
that the prophet Iſaiah was commitſliqned to comfort 
him immediately, with an aſſurance of the Lonp's * 
probation and protection. 

. How awful was the meſfige ſent to the king of Aſ- 
tyria.. 
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ſyria. We may ſuppoſe that it was publicly delivered, 
ſo that Rab-ſhakeh and the other generals, with their 
army, heard it. The latter part of the prediction was 
calculated to inſpire freſh ſpirits into the people of Ju- 
dah, who, without doubt, were in great conſternation 
on account of the formidable mn * which they were 
N | 


SECTION CI. 
' THE ASSYRIANS SMITTEN, 
From 2 Kings, Chap. xix. 


Axp it came to paſs that night that the angel of the 
Loxd went out, and ſmote in the camp of the Aſſyrians 
an hundred fourſcore and five thouſand : and when the 
people of Judah aroſe early in the morning, behold, 
their enemies were all dead corpſes *. | 

$0 Sennacherib king of Aſſyria departed, and went 
and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. 

And it came to paſs, as he was wvetthipfing 3 in the 
houſe of Niſroch his god, that Adrammelech and Shara- 
zer his ſons ſmote him with the ſword : and they eſcaped. 
into the land of Armenia, And Efarhaddon his ſon 
reigned in his ſtead. - 


AN NOTATION S AND REFLECTION 8. 


The Divine promiſes made by the mouth of Iſaiah, 
were ſoon fulfilled. It ſeems that Sennacherib ſhortly 
followed his letter, and was preparing to attack Jeruſa- 
lem; but before the Aſſyrians could have time to com- 
mit any hoſtilities, the greateſt part of their army was 
miraculouſly ſmitten. 


I have taken the liberty of changing the expreſſion here, according 
to the obvious meaning of the text. 
- og | From 
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From this wonderful defeat of the mighty Affyriat 
army, we may learn, that as the Loxr fil, at his plea - 
fure, Me raging of the ſea, and the noiſe of the waves ; in 
like manner he fills the raging of the people, When the 
paſſions of men are moſt inflamed, and their deſigns juſt 
_ ripe for burſting into execution, often by ſome unex- 
pected interpoſition, he calls upon the world to obſerve, 
that there is one higher than the higheſt upon earth, 
who can fruſtrate their devices in a moment, and com- 
mand the earth to be till before him. Proud fleets, deſtined 
to carry deſtruction to neighbouring kingdoms, may 
cover the ocean ; He blows with his wind, and they are 
ſcattered. Mighty armies may go forth to the field in 

all the glory of haman ſtrength, but the iſſues of battle 
are with Him. He gives to ſome flight event the 
power of deciding the fate of nations. A thouſand un- 
ſeen miniſters ſtand by to be the inſtruments of His 
power, in humbling the pride, and checking the efforts 
of the wrath of man; as in the inſtance of haughty Sen- 
nacherib, and that boaſted tempeſt of his wrath, which 
he threatened to pour on all the Jewiſh nation, It was 
allowed to prevail againft the Iſraelites, as a puniſhment 
for their incorrigible wickedneſs, and was employed as 
an inſtrument of- diſcipline and correction to the king 
and people of Judah, in order to produce in them pro- 
per reflections upon their duty, and their paſt errors; as 
they wiſely conſidered it in this light, and humbled 
themſelves before the Loxb, he graciouſly * reſtrained 
the remainder of Sennacherib's wrath; and made it the 
mean of advancing the temporal proſperity of his faith- 
ful people, and of coyfirming the truth of his holy 
1eligion and his almighty power. 


: * Plalm Ixxxi. 10. 
« Let 


—— 


4) 
* Let this hiſtory, therefore, lead us to a religious con- 


. templation of the hand of Gop, in all the tranſactions of 


the world. Let us not cenſure Providence, on account 
of any ſeeming diſorders and evils which at preſent take 
place: the plans of Divine wiſdom are too large and 
comprehenſive to be diſcerned by us in all their extent; 
and where we ſee only by parts, we muſt frequently be 
at a loſs in judging of the whole, The, way of Gop is in 
the ſea, and his path in the great waters ; his footfteps are 
not known . But although thou ſayeſi thou canſt not ſee 
him, yet judgment is before him; therefore truſt thou in 
him f. Whatever diſtreſſes we ſuffer from tte wrath of 
man, we have ground to believe that they befall us not 

in vain. Let us then ſtudy to gain the protection and 
favour of the Al MIGHTY. 1f He befor us, who or what 
can be againſt us ? Let us purſue the meaſures-which He 
has appointed for obtaining His grace, by faith, repent- 
ance, and a holy life, and we ſhall have no reaſon to be 
afraid of any evil tidings: our hearts will be fixed, truſi- 
2 and we need 2 walt man can de 
unte u f. 1 8 


Palm Ixxvii. ng, + Job rxxv. 14. 
+ The above reflections are collected from Dr. Blair's moſt exelen 
Sermon on the Divine Government of the paſſions of mem. 1 
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